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with the achievements 1n the arts and
sciences.  Good books are like good
company, so grzat care should be ta-
ken in their selection. Mot every
law rude in the British deminions for
the better advancement of education,
enacts, ¢ that no work of a licentious,
viclous, or immoral tendency, or hos-
tile to the chnstian religion, or works
of denominatiounl controversy, sha'i
be admitted 1nto the public s hools of
the country.” Here a difficulty ari-
ses;—for it is difficult at all times, and
under all circuinstances, to determine
what should be excluded, and what
introduced. One member of a com-
munity claims w0 have as good a nght
to think and act in the motter as ano-
. ther. Consequently it not unfrequent-
ly haprens in these countries when

libraries have been estabiished, that.

the principal part of the parents have
refused to let their children read or
study from the works selected by the
School authorities,

The safest. course to pursue in such
casey, is to let the Schenl boards se-
lect s large und varied assortment of
the bes: works ; then let each sciiool
district be furnished winh a catalogue
and sample of the books ; in this way
communities may be able to select
such works as will best suit ‘he ma-
joriry of the inhabitants ; and many
works may thus be obtained, that will
suit all interested, Noue, we presume,
will deny that parents, the natural

uardians of their_offspring, have the
alienable right to deternine what
works their children shoeld read, and
what subjects they shall study, and
what religious sentiments they shall
be taught ; hence, the difficuity of se-
lecting books and establishing libra-
ries, Such a state of social, moral,
and intelleetual existence, teaches us
the absolute necessity of the diffusion
.of general knowledge ; parentsshould
bes so eaucated, as best to enable them
to act aright in this imporiant matter.
The right use of knowledge alone
will obviate the difficulty—a difficul-
ty, which, we are bappy to say, hss
not -assumed 10 these Provinecs, as
yet, any wagnitude. But an 2vil of 2
o less certons nature does very gene-
relly exist; that 1s, parents in too
many cases care very little whether
their childran read st all, or what king

of boaks they do read, and oftensend *
them to schioo] wiihout books altogeth-
er; others, again, determine with
great precision, not only what they
shall reud, and study, but even how
much ;—one says, * my child must
learn nothing but history  another
says, . * my child musi learn nothing
but cyphering and writing ;” while a
third party say=, * my child mvst learn
all these subjects, with hulf o dozen
others.”

As to Bnoks, says the teacher,
 Parents will not get them.” % Eve-
ry teacher must have new books,”
says the parent, In some cases two
or three different kinds of class hooke
are used in the same schuol, Such,
then, is the diversity of eentiment and
practice on this subject.

'Puis diversity of class books, so pre-
valent in a large number of the schaals
of the Lower Provinces, calls for im-
mediate remedy ; it tends to multiply
classes to such an extent that ihe
teacher cannot do each class justice 5
the pupils are principally employe d in
the mere art of remembering, while
the teacher’s time is taken up in sim-
* ply hearing pupils repeat. Teachers

generaily cannot be expected 1o be fa-
miliat with all the diversified icxt
books extant, and it is of importance
that the teacher should thoroughly un-
derstand not only the subjecis to be
taught, but the books from which he
teaches.

Ancther evil arising out of this di~
versity of text books and systems of
communicating instruetien is, that it
not only makes education more ex-
pensive, but it protraets the period re-
quired to make a pupil master of a
study ; the constant change of teach-
ers, also, tends very much to increase
text books in the schools, and adds to
the cost of educatjon.

Text books should not be changed
suddenly without mature considerativn,
but when it becomes necessary to
change them, which it will, in process
of time, especially in the treating on
Geography, History, ete., care”should
be observed, and the best works should
be selected.- .

In the establishment of Libraries,
and the selection of schaol bevks, the
following suggestions miy be of ser-
vice -



