X1i AUTHOR’S PREFACE.

With regard to the United States, I have done
my utmost to attain a correct view of their general
progress and the state of their people. Many of
my observations may, perhaps, be distasteful to an
American reader; but this is a pepalty which j
every stranger who ventures an honest opinion j
must incur. I heard a very intelligent, well-in-
~ formed man, connected with a periodical of consi-
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derable reputation at New York, assert that all
English writers are bought up by the Aristocracy,

and, therefore, that they speak disparagingly of 2
America and her institutions. If my friend should 3

ever happen to peruse these volumes, he will
! scarcely accuse the Aristocracy of Nhaving invested 4
much capital in suborning me. - 3
1 was astonished at the general prosperity of the
! Americans, their industry and skill, the vast re-
sources of their country, and their advance in all
, the useful arts of life. In most, if not all, of ¢
E these, they stand first among the nations of the :
earth. 1 will not say they iriééix;éd mé with
affection or admiration, but they'la‘i‘d inspire; me :‘7‘-
with wonder.  Their Institutions appear excel- 4
P lently well adapted to their situation and character "’
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