%o her. father:

~ kil-stlas very ‘much; and trust i him,"
... “which was whathe desrred and at Jength':|
.- whenhe thought the tlme, ripe, he ‘asked

o, mHE HATDAS.

k]

thlnk earnestly of his w1sh for a compan-

By-and-by iz the shell he heard;a.

- very fam‘f: cry like that of a newly born
" child, but which gradually becarne louder

- till at last & little female child’ was. seen,
which, growing by degrees larger and lar-‘

- ger, was ﬁnally married bythe raven, and
- from tlils union all the Indians were pro—
‘ duced and the country peopled. - ‘

“The people, however, had many - Wants;
and as yet had: nelther fivey light, fresh--

“water, or the oolachen fish: - These’ thmgs

kS were, ell in the possession of a great chief
‘-~ or deity called Setlin-ki-jash, Who lived |
" where the Nasse River now is:

. Water
. wasfirst. obtamed by D Ne- kxl-stla.s in the fol-
_“lowing manner,  The chief had a daugh- |
“ter, and o her’ Ne-kil- -stlas covertly made
. love and visited her many times unknown
The girl began to love Ne-

;. 'on-one occasion fora drink of water, say-

" ing that he was very tlnrsty The-girl |
-+ ‘brought: him the’ water in one of the close-

.. "“ly woven baskets in common use for that |
. purpose; but he drank only a little, and,

* - setting the baskét down beside him, wait.

= ed till the girl fell asleep. . Then quickly
" donning l.llS coat of feathers, and-lifting |
“.the basket in ‘his beak; he, ﬂew out of the |
.k 'opemng made for the smoke in the top of

‘the lodge. He:was$ in great haste; fear-

““ing to be ‘followed by the people of the
- .. chief, and 3 little water fell -out here and

- there causing-thie numerous rivers w hich.
. arenow: fOund “but in'the Haida country |
a few-drops’ only fell like rain, and so it |
s that there ‘are no la.lge streams there
: to—da

_ e—kll stlas nevt Wlshed to obtam ﬁre -
. _whmh was also in the possession: of the |
‘He did |-

.. not dare, however, to appear again in'the |

" ‘same powerful’ being or chief.

-"chief’s house nor did the, chief’s daugh- [
o ter longer show ‘him favor
"~ .therefore,: the form of & smgle needle:

. like . leaf ‘of - the _Spruce- -trée, he  floated

- -on’ the water near. the- house .and: Whell-'
. the glrl«hls former: lover—-—ca.me down.
. to draw: water, was lifted: by her in.the
-7 vessel she used. " The girl, drmkmg the’

‘water, swallowed withouit noticing it the

- little. leaf and: shortlv ‘afterward ‘bore a

' child, who was- 1. other than the' ¢un-
_hing Ne—kll-stlas ‘who had thus again ob*
tained an entry into the lodge. . Watéh-
ing his opportunity, he one day plcked’up

Assummg,w

a burning brand, and: ﬂymg out as before -

by the smoke hole at the top of the lodge, - .
carried it away, and spread ﬁre every—- o

Where

¢ Similar ch11d1sh stories serve to explam L
the orxgm of hght and the pnzed oolachen S

ﬁsh -
. Ne-kil-stlas of the Ha,ldas is represented

“lin function and name by Us:tas- of the .

Carries Tuineh. . Of ‘Us-tas an. almost
.endless series of grotesque and often. dis-
gusting adventures are rélated, and analo---
-gous tales are repeated about Ne kil-stlas:

“The eollection and’ study of details like
these concerning the habits, customs, and . - -
thoughts of a people semi- barbarous and
disappearing even before ‘our. éyes'in the
unjversal menstruum: of- cdivilization, may s =
They - .:
1ead, however, into g wide and interesting’ - -
‘region of specula,tlon, embracing the ques-. .-
| tion. of the origin and interrelation of the

seem. to be: of little’ 1mportance

 American- aborigines, their ‘wanderings,
‘and all-the unwritten pages of their his-

tory, which we can’hope to know éven: by 3
‘the most careful mqulry onlv in: dun out-:; g

Iines.”

the SOClal customs- which; with a power

almost as strong as that of fashion among- ..
‘ourselves, causés them to devote so much . =

“of »their time: to . ceremoiies; appa,rengly
- meaningless, but which serve to form the
bonds and rough working. machinery of” *

Have these been S
those of a’ people Who, TR :

somety among them?~

e Fljmg, found: shelter in the. fortunate lsles, .
*And-left their usages; their arts and, laws, -~~~
+To disappear by a’ slow gradual death,
To-dwindle’ and to.. pensh one- by one,
Star'Ved in: thosé narrow bounds™?

or ha.ve they been developed slowly in a, R

-comimunity separated .from ‘the ‘human .-
stock.at. a’ very early period? and might . -
' they, Had they never: been brought face : .
“to face with'a supenor power, have grown - -
in. the course of ages into an mdependentv'{ [
civilization like that of Mexico or Peruf: - !

‘We.cai' never hope to answer such ques- ~

tions fully; but in regard to these people -
of the northwest coast we know that there . -

are on record sefveral rnstances in which-
Japanese juiiks, driven by the prevailing

winds: and currents, havé ‘been: carried .

across the Whole breadth of the North Fa—

Weare Ted to ask. ourselves in partlcu- S
lari in Tegard to the Haidas, what hasbeen .
the. origin of ‘the - grotesque but: lnghly o
conventlonallzed art which exhibits itself .~
in-‘many of the works of these people, and’



