
VILLE MARIE DE MONTREAL

accumulating ice, rose rapidly and threatened to sweep away their
whole summer's work. Powerless to stop the advancing flood, the
colonists had recourse to prayer.

Maisonneuve raised a wooden cross in front of the flood and
vowed to plant another cross on the mountain summit as a thank-
offering for deliverance. The advancing river stayed its course just
as the waves were threatening to sap the powder-magazine ; and as
it soon began to recede, the colonists felt that they were safe.
Maisonneuve at once prepared to fulfill his vow. A path was
cleared through the forest to the top of the mountain, and a large
wooden cross was made and blessed for the purpose. On the
sixteenth of January a solemn procession ascended the newly-made
pathway, headed by the Jesuit Du Peron followed by Maisonneuve,
bearing on his shoulders the heavy cross which had taxed even his
strength to carry up the steep and rugged ascent. When the cross
had been set up, the leaders received the sacrament on the summit
of Mont Royal.

The winter-little less severe than the winter of Quebec-was
passed by the colonists in tolerable cornfort. Still it was with
gladness that they again saw the snows melt away and give place to
the fresh foliage and flowers of spring. In the following August
they had the joy of welcoming a vessel from France which brought
them new helpers-Louis D'Aillebout, a brave and devout gentle-
man who afterwards succeeded M. de Montmagny as Governor of
Canada, with his wife and her sister, both as zealous as himself, to
devote their all to the Canadian Mission.

A lady in France had contributed a large sum of money for the
equipment of a hospital, which was built accordingly, though as yet
there were no patients, and provided with all the necessary furniture,
linen, and medicines. Mademoiselle Mance was duly installed in
it, to wait for the Indian patients whose bodies and souls were to
be cared for within its walls. Meantime, she and the other ladies
made pilgrimages to the mountain cross, to pray for the success of
their work. Sometimes fifteen or sixteen of the settlers would join
in these pilgrimages. They seized every opportunity of gaining an
influence over the Indians who carne near Ville Marie. Their
efforts were crowned with some apparent success, and among their
professed converta was numbered a chief famed for his savage and
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