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Much of the force
ings of the New Testam
o0 liberal 2 MEANINZ AR
sceking to discover m
(hat bears out the exactim
which the context Shows €t
Iv. The Oriental mint; dikeitha
ivinal people of North Ui
imagery and delights in sa
thousands of people tod ake the w b
iributed to Jesus as though they s
py a Twentietlt Century Snglish ﬁﬁ%zm
any of his contémporaries. In li 1
there are many who lose Sight o ! :
the language and form of instruction employed
pv Jesus were in keeping with the age in which
ne lived and the mantier of life of th )
whom they were spoken. Yet :
think the matter over a little, it will be plain
that these teachings must have had a local, ra-
cial and persomal color, in order to be of any
value at all. - Nor are persons, who seek to ex-
plain the teachings of the Gospels always mind-
ful of the circumstances under which they
ere spoken, and yet these form an important
or in the ‘case, wheén we seek to arrive at
he meaning of what is tatight. :
Take the Beatitudes, as they are called, that
is the 3rd, 4th, sth, 6th, 7th, 8th, gth and roth
rses of chapter V. of the Gospel according
t. Matthew. These eight striking state-
ments are the first recorded public utterances
of Jesus as a teacher. They form the beginning
of the famous Sermon on the Mount. Much

ness’ sake wa
-amity, for those
be brought ifito
Cod ;
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ers were disappointed when they heard these
things, and yet not all of them; for when the

Sefmon was ended, “great multitudes followed -
y, clear that the popular b
ahship were not satis- - fuci

Him,” and yetiit is ve
conceptions of the Messi ‘
fied by ‘such teachings, otherwise there never
would have occtirred that tragic hour when

RG]

“they al] forsook Him and fled.” . We who look

back over theJong years that have passed since
the Beatitudes were uttered ‘are only naw be-
ginning to understand. them aright; we are

iscussion has arisen out of them, for it is said =~ only beginning to realize that in the principles

that they aré not borne out by the experience
of everyday life. To be meek is certainly not a
title nowadays and never was to the inheritance
of the earth, and to be “poor in spirit,” as we
understand  the expression today, is .to be a
subject of contempt. Those who mourh are

not always comforted; the merciful do not

always obtain mercy. - Theréfore it is obyious
that these Beatitudes are not to be taken liter-
ally. All through the teachings of Jesus we
find this use of figurative language. Thus we
read: “If thy enemy hunger, feed him; if he
thrist, give him'drink; for by so doing thou
shalt heap coals of fire upon his head”! To
heap coals of fire upon any one’s head'is to
cause intense ‘suffering, but the injunction is
not given as a means whereby'we can give pain.
to those who. oppose us. -~ Again we are told,
“Give to him that asketh of thee, and from him
that would borrow' of thee turn mot thou
away”; but no one supposes for an instant that
this means that sve, shquidigive what we bave .
gained by our owil 'e‘fglri‘s “to the first person
who says he wants it, for we read that if you
do not agree with your .adversary “quickly
whiles thou are in the way with him” you shall - .
be cast into prison and not be released till yon *
have paid “the uttermost farthing.” Again,
we are told to take no-thought of the morrow,
but experience shows that.improvidence is the
bane of human existence; These illustrations
show that if we interpret the. Gospel language
literally and live according 'to it, life would
certainly not be_worth 1j\r23gx£g~._i0r any one who
attempted to do whatiis right." If, however, we
take the statements refa;e‘”él?fb,’-and others like
them, as the words of an.Oriental speaking to
Orientals, and seek to discovér theit meaning,
we shall find them to-he of mntold value.

The circumstances under which the Beati~
tudes were uttered were somewhat as follows :
“Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching'in their
synagogues and preaching the gospel of the
kingdom and healing all ‘manner of sickness
and all manner of diseases among the people.”
\ ery naturally “his fame went throughout all
Syria,” and we learn that “there followed Him
great multitudes of people from Galilee, De-
capolis, Jerusalem, Judea and from beyond
Jordan.”  These people did not follow Jesus
lor the sake of receiving’ religious instruction.
they regarded Him, not as a spiritual Redeem-
tr. but as one who was about to restore the
ancient glory of the nation. It is easy, if one
thooses to give his imagination rein, to cal

D a mental picturé of the scene—multitudes
hered from distant points, strangers to each
, some who had seen miraculous cures
lormed, others who only knew of them by
say, some who had.felt the oppression of
an rule, others who cherished ambitions in
regard to places that they might possibly hold
" the new kingdom, some doubtless hoping
at they might be cured of sickness, many
probably inspired by no ‘other motive than
inosity.  People nineteen centuries ago were
¢ good deal like they are today; if we make al-
‘wwance for their surroundings and their up-
nging, we will have to admit that.they were
lcither better nor worse by nature than we are.
‘When we look upon a stained glass window in
¢ church dnd see pictures intended to repre-
sent the characters of the New Testament, we
4rc apt to get the idea into our minds that
they were very different from ourselves, and
most people have formed that conception of
them not from pictures alone, but from the
Manner in which these characters are usually
“¢lerred to from the pulpit. But they were

lust like we are, and the crowds that followed idealized nothing ; he aimed at nothing resem-
J¢sus were just the ‘sort of crowd that. would blinﬁ spiritual exaltation. If he

‘ollow a' popular ‘leader nowadays, only, and
this point must not be lost sight of if we would
dppreciate the circumstances under which the
Sermon on the Mount was spoken; ver

‘largely animated by the-hope that ‘

Tevolution was about to be inaugy

» Thgse considerations wil‘l“enab? }
slume idea of the circumstances usidér:
the Beatitudes were uttered, and ;
that Jesus wished to e ivey by
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expressed in them is to be found the surest

foundation of individual and social advance-
‘ ment, P e
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LEADERS OF HUMANITY

It has been said of Buddha ‘that his
teachings have influénced the greater part of

the ‘human race. This sfatement necessarily’

takes: no account of ‘great teachers, who may

have preceded him. A Buddha was, as was’

‘mentioned last Sunday, either a contemporary
of Moses or very nearly so. This statement calls
for an explanation. ‘The Guatma”Buddha, to
whom is, attributed the present form of the
philosophy and ethics now called Buddhism,
probably was born in the Fifth Century beforé
Christ. He himself says he wag descended
from @ line of ancient Buddhas, the term mean-
ing simply ‘‘enlightened teacher,” ‘The found-
er of the cult of Buddhism lived more than a
iHousand Reardy before.” Buddhistic-philosoph

has therefore in one form ot another been in-

fluencing humanity for" fully ‘3,500 years, and

as its principles have had more or less effect
‘in-determining the lives andicharactérs of the

.countless. millions -of - people; - who “have in%7:

habited Southern and Eastern Asia during that
period, those who were instrumental in giving

expression to those ptinciples may be very:.

properly regarded as among the great leaders
of humanity. ,

Buddhism is unlike the theological system
taught by Moses, in that it does not lay stress
upon' the existence of the Deity as a distinct
entity in close touch with mankind. It does
not ' concern itself at all with theology, but
with humanity. It prescribes rules for living;
and its code of ethics is quite as high as that
of ‘Christianity. “Self-conquest and universal
charity are the foundation thoughts, the web
and woof of Buddhism,” says one writer. The
Mosaic or Hebrew cult teaches these things;
but it also adds to them the necessity for wor-

ship of a personal deity, and this Christianity -
in turn supplements by imposing the necessity
of individual salvation through Christ. Bud-

dhism taught the insignificance of life. The
religion of the Hebrews and Christianity lay
stress upon its importance. Herein we find
the -explanation of the progress which has
marked Christendom and the stagnation that
has characterized thé races that have felt the
influence of Buddhism.

The Third, Fourth and Fifth centuries be-
fore IChrist witnessed the careers of many

great men, whose influence on humanity has’
In addition to the Guatam -

been . profound.
Buddha, there were such men as Confucius,
Laot-zi, Mencius, Socrates, Plato, Pythagoras,
Ezra, and others whose names may be men-
tioned later. ' These were not all, strictly
speaking, religious teachers, regarding re-
ligion as having to do with the relations be-
tween men and the Deity. The attitude of Con-
fucius on this subject may be expressed in

his own words: - “Respect the gods, but have

ag little to/do with them as passible.” At an-
other time he said that the existence of a Su-
preme Deity must of necessity be admitted,
but the problem was too profound for human
comprehension, and it ‘was a mere waste: of
time to try to understand it.  He seemb to
have conceded that there is a spiritual side fo

ture, c¢laiming that we have ne ‘trustworthy
light to guide us in such investigations. He
taught that man should strive to attain up-
rightness, decorum, wisdom and truth. He

teac!

taught that the' mind should rise superior’
he head of huma

the family an

: haaorhe,

h‘;’fz»dolﬁtﬁ'
. @ucers in the country had much 0 W
: ke_eping the people in.a condition of ipoverty; : .

igreat mingbers all.o

- country. . The Danes, who remained.in the
. coast cities of Ireland, had, embraced Christi-

: If he knew the ;
ings of certain Greek philosophers, who s ‘mended. fo;

% "IRISH HISTORY
While the Irﬁsh ; n their
sistance to the Danes, the years of strife th
preceded the battle of: Clontarf destroyed a

hope' of an Irish nationality. It has already .

been shown that the island was divided be-
tween several so-called kings, and there was a
furthér subdivision into clans or $epts.. The

T'clans frequently fought with each other, and

the kings warred on.a larger scale.: They all |
acknowledged a Species of allegiance to the °

" Ard-Rhi, but as there was rarely 4 common .
‘enemy, other than the Danes, agaipst: whom

the pedple were called tipon to unite; national .
consolidation” was: impossible, excépt:in such
rare instances'as that of Brian Bora, whose
strong = personality ' oveérshadowed " all . other,
chieftains. The soctal condition of the country.

_was unique. It was almost patriapchal in ifs
‘nature. ' The people’ Were deeply religious in.
“the sense that they were devoted adherents of

the ,é ufch, Thé tountry was filled with,

monks, : ‘

asteries and convents, which were §dattered in
‘ e island., ®h

the-pfi e ‘of S0 many non-pra-.

which was likely under any circumstances to ..
be theirno

e was little incentive
,80 great was thé hos-
anything resembling

ral accumulation of .

eré Had'B en~an sire on the part of the
people “for it. Meney was ‘almost sinknown. .

The lrigh of the Bleventh Century were a dis-.,
united people, largely in a condition of pov-
erty, superstitious to,a degree and:burdened
by the support of a' priesthood outiof all pro-
portion: numerically “to their numbérs: Upon
these’ people ‘the Faglish invasion ‘came with
terrible force. it et il
When Brian Bortidied he divided:his king-
dom between his-three sons, and strife arose
at once betweén them. ‘The condition of the
country was  deplprable,. and to Henry 1I.,
King.of England, the opportunity seemed ripc

theté: fiad b

: : N YRR e - terested visitor, and ¢ d the "door
for the extension of his rule over the western tion of their mt:tory'thggf@emp 1shed all of. i bk iy ‘opened_‘ e Soera the

island . He claimed that he was authorized by
Pope Adrian IV. to-take possession’ of the:

anity, but racial antipathy between them and
the mative Irish ‘completely ‘prevented any ec-
clesiastical  harmeny.. ‘The' Danish-"churches
therefore placed themselves under the jurisdic-
tion of the See of Canterbury. Thusa tie was

“established between Ireland and England’ Sim-

ultaneously a'slave trade sprang up; and thou-
sands ‘of Englishmen were‘kidnaped ’and sold:
into slavery in‘Ireland. The condition of the

excuses for theinvasion ;which his ambition
prompted. He therefore .besought the Pope for
permission to conquer the island. - John of
Salisbury was sent to Rome to obtain it. He
represented that Iretand was isolated from
Christendom,. that all learning had ‘died out; .
that the people had relapsed into ‘barbarism *

‘and were guilty of @ll manner of wices. He

asked, therefore, to be permitted “to enlarge
the bounds of the Church, to restrain the prog--
ress of vices, to correct the manners of the

people, to plant virtue among them, and to

: ; - increase the Christian religion.” He promised
man’s nature, but he wpuld not'discuss its fu-"

““to ‘'subject the people to laws, to- extirpate:

vicious customs, to respect the rights of the
natice churches and to enforce the payment of -

_Peter's Pence.” “Jahn of Salisbury brought _his narse,
“back with him from Rome what purpc to
.be a Papal Bull, although its authent

ity is-a
subject of ‘dispute. By it Henry was com-
his ardor of faith and lgve of re-

people of Ireland were exhorted:

%

priests’and funs, who lived in mon- .
ereis o

. tion they.laid the cause of

Grecias. shipe wery. catled gpon to aid Menc, most ‘hear his, brain ‘working out an -excuse

not dedired to take any part in the expedition. . 25 he tiptoes'up the stairs.” - - -

advancing Horses. - Th#

nderinig ms of independ-
1 e English King by the tistorhs
of the time became King of Leinster as'we

‘England, and he listeried to ongb
‘pérsuasion to attempt the &
land. “He found the: '
‘ment of this ambition seemi

n t difficult, -
for “while the King of ' ‘and | th

¢hiefs of Ulster refused to do homage, the ma-~ -

jority of the people ackndwled

the bishops in synod recogni: 1

lord. He was preparing onsolidate his
power and bring the island under  complete
subjection,” when difficulties’ with ‘the Pope

' compelled him to return to England, * 47+
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“As one that for a'weary space has lain
Lulled by the song: of Circe and her wine
In gardens near the pale of Proserpine,
.When that Zaen isle forgets the main,

And only the low lutes of love 'complain,
And only shadows of .wan lovers pine, j
As such an-one were glad to know the brine
Salt on his lips, and the large air again,

So gladly, from the songs of modérn speech
Men turn, and see-the stars and feel the free
Shrill wind beypond the close of heavy flowers;
And through, the music of the languid hours,
They hear, like ocean on 3 western. beach,
The surge and thundes of the Odyssey.”

With the end of tlie s:ige ‘of ;’,I_‘goy, the
herpes’: trials ‘were, not ever,, for- they had
deeply offended the gods, when in the exulta-

the altarsin Troy town. Athene, who had been,
s strong an ally, 'aﬁd-.te':vgl}%; direct interven- .
_their triumph, was
the most incensed of alt the deities, and she
sowed discord among the Greek chiefs, until.
they were incessantly guarreling with one an-
otheri  She incited them to drink too. deeply..
of 'strong wines, until they lost control of their
better judgment. At hér request the gods. of
the elements Sent storm and adverse winds,
and scattered the ships, so that the Greeks lost
all reckoning and isailed -away from instead of ;
to thé shores of Greeee.  Only a few. of the.

. cletgy  in- the Irish .cities and the mischief’ heroes were permitted fo reach hiome in safety
.wrought by the slave trade furnished Henry

~and in a reasonable time; the rest were months
and years making the return journey. In the
Odyssey Homer  most beautifully relates the

wanderinﬁs of Ulysses. - s i

Tt will be remembered that when  the

laus in the sack-of Froy, Ulysses of Ithaca had

Penelope was young and.lovely and:devoted,
‘and his little son Telemachus, the idol of his
father’s heart. Indeed so veéry distasteful to
Ulysses was the idea-of Jeaving ho
pretended to have dost his mind, so that he
might be Teft behigd.  To test his sanity, Pali-
meédes, who had been to Ithaca to invite
him, went: to | h%i‘é{‘,Ulyiseswfwas;
‘plowing, and Jittle “Telemachus from
it g 1e furrow before the
saw through the
o an instant en-
rinning to hi

“'sothe of the herd's,a

ceommplish
arising out of the murder of Thomas a Becket, '

L) . 3 THE STORY OF ULYSSES FROM THE. . Jumptuppe, who was: oné of: the
r-notmal.state, for property in land was ... .. - - ODYSSEY: v L :
4 ..;,“ A A d h & ¥ .

- way.. He's a downright bibliophile.
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WOE OF MAN

s ’ -,,-',\.x i .';ﬁ;-'*"r ¢ ’,;‘u‘i’,,‘ U K

" He cannot keep his bank hook straight, .
" No sooner does his ile grow. fat,

" Than Easter swings the sward of fate
“And soaks it for an Easter hat!.
‘Then, whéx;;%fom Easter he appears
"“To be recovering,’l deelare,. .~
. His wife and daughters—precious dears !~

-~ Demand ‘outfit for summer wear!:

So in the fall; then Christmas sings -
Its’call for furs with might and main—

And ere he’s paid for winter things;.

‘Heré comes that ‘Easter hat againl -

¢ —Baltimore Evening Sun.
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. sMPLY SHOCKINGY
“ ““Hgs ‘your’ hushand any’ Hobbies; Mrs

Jumptuppe? said the hostess:to the afternoon
! -Ca.ller;g,p 4 5 bl : bip

P —

- #Nay 1 carn’t:say as he ’as,” replied Mrs.
eld school::

b . ““Qh,show nice " gushed the other.  “Now

tmine, you kttowy is'a - terrible nuisance in that
When
he’s at home there’s no getting a word out of
him; he’s’ simply wrapped - up ‘in  his 'book-
shelves.” ; |

“I say, John,” said Mrs. Jumptuppe to her
spouse later i the evening, “‘that there ol
Tomkins is a nice old cupro’ tea: 'Is wife told

me today that he's a regular hibulous old file, .

and that he comes 'ome fairly speechless and
goes to sleep on the bookshelf. Shockif’, ain't
it? “Ad’ 'im a man-of 'is eddication, too.. Wot-
é¥er’s the worlda<¢omin’ to?” © » d :
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IN THE @Mh'; BOAT

et

“We gef somie sad ¢ases,” said the attend- -
g

“‘ant ‘at the Balmy Lunatic Asylum to the in- .

first: cell.

. Inside was = tman' sitting’ on a tHree-legged

‘stool, gazing vacantly at:the wall. ; :
“ . “His is an unhappy story,” said the attend-
ant. “He was in love with a girl, but shie mar-
ried another man, dand he lost his reason from
ief.” ; S i SR
- ‘They stole out softly, ¢losing .the dogr be-
hind ‘them, and proceeded to the: ‘
This cell was thickly padded, and thesman
within 'was stark, Stiring 'mad. it
- “Who is this?” inquired the visitor.
“This?. " repeated the attendant.” “This is
the other man!” ;
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‘BUSINESS SYSTEM IN THE HOME

“My husband amuses me,” says the hostess,
“by the exclises he has for being detained
down town of evenings, Sometimes I can’al-

“My husband,” says the caller,-is differ-
ent, He'is a vety systematic;man, you-know,
and some fime,ago he wrote out a list of vari-
‘ous ‘excuses and numbered them. Now when
he ¢omes in he just calls up the stairs, ‘Nom-
‘ber four,” or ‘Namber twenty,’ or whatever the.
namber may-lbg."'v_ 5 : - A e P
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* SPRING MEDICINE

g exercise this year isto

time to build itin.s -
il “cuts are ‘still a-cuttihg

g.- The show is not go-

“Ulysses’ ‘home-coming
aftér we have ‘re.Iat‘efdj.

xt inmate. .,
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