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Advocates American Preference
Rather Than imperial Pre-
ferenﬂgl"Séliéme.

e e——"

Boston, Deec. 10.—The tenmor of Mr.
{Charlton’s subject, “Canadian Reciproc-
ity,” was that the United States wnust
grant more “liberal tamif provisions or
¢he Canadian. tarif rates wounld be evean-
tually advanced.

Mr. Charlton said that the ; states
of the American Union had enjoyed
absolute free trade with each other
since the constitution was adopted.
Great diversity of 'soil, elimate and pro-
ductions existed .in the United States,
sbut. no_thought of protecting the inter-
ests of one section . against those of
other 'sections .had . ever for one mo-
ment been eutertained. Canada, he
said, was'a vast country with the
strongest geographical, natural and eth-
mic atfinities to the United States, and
the same conditions that applied to
free trade between the states would
make a free trade between the states
and the ‘Canadian provinces equally de-
sirable. Absolute free trade betweeu
ithe two countries could not be attained,
but the nearer it could be approached
the .-better. © At the present moment
two great fiscal questions were engaging
the attention of the Canadian and the
American people. These were reciproc-
ity between Q(anada and the United
States and preterential trade between
Lreat Britain and her colonies. Loyalty
to the Empire and a feeling of soreness
toward the United States for alleged
anfair treatment on tariff arrangements,
predisposed the Canadian people to look
with favor upon the preferential trade
arrangement ‘outlined by Mr. Chamber-
lain. A close enquiry into the mat-
ter would, however, demonstrate that
reciprocity of trade with the ' United
States would offer vastly greater ad-
wantages to :‘Canada than the British
preference. that Mr. Chamberlain pro-
iposed and the consideration of the ques-
tion would be one where sentiment
twould be opposed to'interest. The re-
moval of American duties from Uana-
dian products so long as these duties
iwere retained against the similar prod-
mets of other countries meant an Ameri-
«can preference to Canada, and the re-
moval of duties upon Canadian material
products would give a far greater de-
gree of preference than Mr. Chamber-
lain propesed. It was not to be under-
.stood that reciprocity meant the removal
ot duties upon all articles.

It would necessarily be confined main-;
ly to maturai products. TLast year Cau-
sada gave to the United ‘States a free list
-0t $69,495,000, which included manu-
factures to the value of $23,000,000. The
United States free list to Canada was
practically nil ! Since 1866 the Ameri-
can  tariff has been more than double
that of Canada. The exports of the
United States in 1902 to Canada were
$36,514,Q00 in -excess of the exports ot
that country to Mexico, the Centrat
!American states and all of South Amer-

1

aca.

The balance of trade against Canada
and in favor of the United States last
vear was $73,664,000 and the adverse
trade balance in favor of the United
States since 1873 amounts to over $500,-
000,000. At present Canada is buy-
ing $2 in the United States for every
wdollar of sales of that country. This
wstate of affairs will have to be changed,
eitker by more liberal tariff provisions
-on the part of the United WStates or by
a sharp advance in ‘Canadian tariff
irates.

In conclusion, Mr. Charlton said:
“Canada will choose between Britain's
,preferential trade and reciprocity. It is
‘time, in her own interests, for the United
States to manifest a spirit of fairness
.and generosity towards Canada, and the
more generous this manifestation of
-spirit is, the more satisfactory to the
United States will be the result. The
«critical hour is at hand when Canada
will have arrived at the parting of the
ways, and will decide whether she shall
vcultivate intimate and natural relations
«with the United ‘States, or whether she
wshall put up her tariff wall against that
<ountry and become a component part
of a great imperial trade federation.
T'he United States can decide that the
latter shall be the case by maintaining
its present tariff policy.”

—_
DISAPPOINTED LOVER’S SUICIDE

Hespeler, Ont., Dec. 9.—Aug. Fleider,
aged 24 years, shot and killed himself
yesterday. Disappointed in love is sup-
vosed to have been the cause,

£DNA WALLACE
GIVES EVIDENCE

vs Dunsmuir on the
Stand.

(From Thursday's Dally.)

In the case of Hopper vs. Dunsmuir,
which was continued yesterday, Sir
Uha‘rles ksibbert Tupper appeared, to-
getler with Mr. Bury, on behalf of Mrs.
Joan Dunsmuir, the party plaintiff. L.
P. Duff, one of the counsel for the
plaintiff, asked that the evidence of
Wouise Bailey, .2 maid who had been in
the employ of the late Mrs.: Alexander
Dunsmuir, be taken by commission at
San Francsco, as her husband would
uot allow her to come to Victoria to
give evidence. An affidavit to this ef-
dect was made by Mamie Howe, the
former maid, wuo . gave evidence the
previous day. Mr. K, P. Lavis, for the
defendants, ob);;ected on the ground that
the atiidavit had been made by Miss
Howe instead of by plaintiff’s counsel at
San Francisco, and although  the “afi-
<avit stated that Mrs., Bailey’s husband
had told depoment he would not allow
his wife to come to Victoria to give evi-
dence, it did not show that deponent be-
lieved this. He held that the delay oc-
casioned by this procedure was unne-
<essary., Mr. Duff argued contra, hold-
Ing that it was mnecessary to have the
testimony of this witness. The appli-
-<cation was refused by Mr. Justice Drake
on the ground that the reasons given
were not sufficient to delay the trial at
this late date. 7

Mr. E. P. Davis then took up the
cross-examination of Mamie Howe, the
maid of the late Mrs. Alexander Duns-
auir, and witness stated in answer to
his questions that the late Alexander
Dunsmuir did not require assistance to
walk about the grounds. She heard him
talk intelligently. "In her opinion he
was too childish. to conduct business.
“The plaintiff, Eduna Wallace * Hopper,

then took the stand, and told of living

with the late Alex. Dunsmuir and her
mother at San Francisco in the seven-
ties, of how she had been.sent to board-
ing school by the late Alex. Dunsmuir.
She told of leaving home tuv go on the
stage, and -gave similar evidence to that
previously given relative to the mode
of life of the late Alexander Dunsmuir.
She will be cross-examined today by Mr.
E. P. Davis, the case having been ad-
journed soon after 3 o'clock yesterday
afterncon so that he conil cevate today

€| rell in the Mohaw

of | laps, Frank:

‘Hear Faﬂot 'tﬁe a«nﬁinlﬁt Bastern :
" Points. Wednesdny Night. .

. Utiea, Dee, 10—Tw

‘au ing are report 1
ndoued or several hours late.
- ‘Saratoga, I'Jee.qr 10;—}?:‘}:0 snow' an
‘wind storm that prevailed ‘in: the lower
Adirondacks: till ﬁm ost midnight depos-
ited fifteen inches of snow. Rural travs
el is affected by heavy drifts, but raii-
way traflic is not seriously delayed.

' ZTHE SIX DAY RACE.

Six Teams Still Tie in Bicyele Contest
at Madison Square.

New York, Dec. 10.—The fourth day
of the six-day bicycle race here found
eight teams tied for diret place. At 10
o'clock the contest between Teander-
Butler, Floyed-Krebs, Peterson-New-
kirk, Jacobson-Redell, Rath-Dorlan,
Bowler-Fisher, and Walthour-Munroe
teams had completed 1,409 miles 9 laps.
Moran-Keegan 1,409 miles -8 laps;
Samson-Va, yie:

ugeletz, 1,407 laps;
{colored team),

gt

‘The . Dove-Hed:
6 laps.

1,396 miles
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Regulating the
Liquor Treffic

‘8aloon Keepers and Others In
Nanaimo Made to Toe the
Mark.

Ralph Smith in Many Roles
Assiduously Cultivates the
Voters.

From Our Owp Correspondent.

INanaimo, Dee. 10.—Fire broke out
this morning in the port bunker of the
steamer Pennsylvania, which fook steam-
coal at Union Bay and:a cargo of
coal for the Hawaiian lslands here, just
as the ship was leaving. She put hack
and the fire, which was not extensive,
was extinguished this afternoon. If
there are no further signs of the coal
heating, she will get away tomorrow
morning,

Last March an application was
made by the proprietors of the
Queen’s hotel for a license, the house
not having had ome for some years.
the house not having one for some years.
A number .of the clergy appeared and
opposed the license on the ground that
there were quite sufficient licensed hous-
es in the city already. Among the cleri-
cal gentlemen was the Rev. C. E. Coop-
er, M. A., rectorr of Nanaimo, who
told the commissioners that there was
a great deal .of illicit work going on in
the saloons. The commissioners receiv-
ed the information with becoming grav-
ity and surprise, and informed Mr.
Cooper that if he ‘could produce any
evidence to that effect they would give
it _the most serious . consideration.

Mr. Ralph Smith, M. P., is evident-
ly. convinced that a Dominion election
is in sight. Tt is also evident that he
and Mr. Sloan have agreed upon- the
division of the kingdom. They ran
against each other ‘at the last general
election, but in those days neither of
them was quite the real thing in the
‘Grit ranks, Mr. Smith being a Labor
candidate and Mr. Sloan an independent
Wiberal. The former, however, had the
hall-mark of Sir Wilfrid’s approval,
while the latter wa$§ anathema maran-
tha, Today Mr. Smith is indistinguish-
able- in color and tone from the true
Liberals, and Mr. Sloan is justified, not
only by his renewed faith in the chief,
but by his works as Liberal organizer.
Headquarters naturally left it to the two
men to deeide which was to be eandi-
date here this time. Mr. iSloan tried
to stampede Mr. Smith into provincial
politics, but Mr. Smith was too wise
for that. Evidently Mr. Sloan has at
last accepted the inevitable, the morth-
ern half of the old constitueney, now
‘Comox-Atlin, for which he will probably
be nominated Liberal capdidate, judging
by the fact that he has scored the first
point in getting the convention called
at Nanaimo, which is not in the con-
stituency at all. Mr, Smith, on the
other hand, is mending the fences in
the Bailiwick which he has seized, the
southern half of the Isiand. He travels
incessantly. One day he is at Saanich
talking to the farmers, the next day
he is here ineuleating moral precepts
before meetings of young people, and on
the third he is banqueting with the
flockmasters of Cowichan and receiving
votes of confidence from Liberal asso-
ciations here, there and ' everywhere.
That is the funny part of it, by the
way. When Mr. Smith is in Napaimo
he is a Labor man—witness the smoker
which the Labor party is giving him,
or he is giving them, on Saturday next.
But when he passes outside the city
limits he shakes the dust of labor off
his feet. As the man from Duncans
puts it, “Mr. Smith, beside Cowichan’s
brim, a s&imple Iiberal is to him, and
he is nothing more.” Anyway, it was
the Liberal party last night among the
flockmasters, and it will the Labor
party on Saturday night among the
miners. With the latter, -by the way,
Mr. Smith is expected some help from
his old friend, Mr. O’Donoghue, who
althoungh a Dominion servant, will speak
a word or two to the I.abor party when
he comes to fix the minimum wage for
workers on the postoffice extension con-
tract,

(Radcliffe, the hangman, has arrived,
and is making preparations for the
execution of Maida. the Japanese mur-
derer, which takes place tomorrow morn-

ing,

The following team will represent the
Hornets in the match with Vietoria at
the capital next Saturday afternoon :
D. Ferguson, goal: W. Marshall, W.
Grahame, A. Stewart, Bd. Marshall,.
three-quarter backs: E. Snowden, R.
Simpson and O. Randall, half-hacks;
H. Wilkinson, J. Killeen, C. Killeen,
A. Wearing, O. Dobeson, H. Snowden
rnd H. May, forwards. Reserve, C.
‘Bamford,

THE DEAD SCIENTIST.

Tondon, Dee. 10.—The body of Her-
bert Spencer, who died December S8th,
will be cremated on Monday next.

e i
| ICANADIAN MINING INSTITUTE.

'Will Hold Annusl Meeting in Toronto
; Next March. .
Toronto, Dec. 10.—The exeentive com-
mitee of the Canadian Mining Insti-
tute held a meeting here last night and
decided to fix the meeting place of the
annnual gathering to he held in the first

menting place is Montreal.
g Y | W ——
LANGLEY'S FLYING MACHINE.

Weashington. Dec. 9—Dr. 8. P. Lang-
lev, the seeretarv of Smithsoniap ‘Insti-
tute, whose gerodrome failed to fly yes-
terday, todav eaid that he did pot know
what caused the accident. F. M. Man-
ler, ~vho was on the machine, said that
it was impessible to say when the ex-
neriments wanld he resmmed.  “The en-
zines worked herutifully.” s43d he, “gnd
everything ceemed to he smooth wntil the
reor end of the maehine striek’ gRoma-

to his cross-examination.

1,408 miles, 8}

week of March for Toronto. The usuai|

| araphs o Strongly

Probability of Interesting De-
: bate on Land Act
. Amendment.

(From Friday's DnlLv) ‘

Mr, Speaker took the chaiwr at 2
o’clock.

Prayers were read by the Rev. W.
Leslie Clay, B. A.

PETITIONS. §

Mr. Macgowan presented a petition from
E. P. Bremner and others, asking amend-
ment to Land Act, re special licenses to cut
timber.

. ‘Laid on the tab'e.
¥ MOTIONS. :

‘The Hon. Mr. Tatlow introduced a bill
intituled An Act' for the Protection of)
Insectivorous and other Birds, and a bill
intituled An Act to Amend the Agricultural
and Horticnltural Socleties Act.

Both bills read a first time; second read-
ing next sitting of the legislature.

Mr. Oliver moved that an order of the
House be granted for a return showing the
number of ballot papers actually issued to
voters in. each electoral district. of - the
province at the genera] election held on the
third day of October, 1903. Also showing
the number of votes cast for each candidate
in the various electoral districts.  Carried.
Mr. Henderson moved that an order of

-the House be granted for a return of all

the assessment rolls in British A Columbia
outside of municipalities for the year 1903,
Carried.

Mr. Henderson moved that an order of
the House be granted for copies of all
correspondence between the government or
any member thereof, and any person or
persons re the taxation of “the Canadian
Pacific railway, -or any otler railway- or
railways in the province, and any reports
or commissiolls bearing on this subject ex-
tending over the years 1883 to 1903. Car-

ried. )

QUESTIONS. ?
Mr. Murphy asked the Chlef Commission-
er the following questions: .
1. What was the original estimate for
the construction of the Chimney Creek
bridge?
2. What amount has been expended eon
construction of same to date? %
3. What amount has been expended on
approaches to same to date?
4. What 1s the estimated cost of the
completion of the said bridge and ap-
proaches? -
5. Did the government during the past
summer conduct a boarding house in con-
nection with the building of said bridge?
6. Were provisions for such boarding
house ‘purchased from Indians?

7. At what rate were employees on said
bridge charged: for board during the past
summer?

8. Were employees on said bridge during

the past summer engaged at a certain rate

of* wages and paid off at a-lesser rate?

The Hon. Mr. Green replied at follows:

1. $40,000, approximately, in 1901.

2. $55,057.78. .

3. $6,000.

g. .‘%5,659.49: 414 miles road approaches.
S,

. Yes.
6. One instance only, 8,200 pounds po-
tatoes. :
7. $5 per week.

8.. No.

By Mr. Houston—Questions of the Hon.
the Premier:

1. Was ‘there a reserve on the land In
block 4,503 and block 4,594, East Kootenay,
at the time between June 8rd, 1903, and
October 3rd, 1903?

2. If so, for what purpose?

3. Has a reserve been placed on the land
In bloek 4,593 and block 4,594, East Koot-
enav, since October 3rd, 19037

4. If so, for what purpose?

The Hon. Mr, McBride replied as fol-
lows:

1. Yes, on block 4,593, but not on block
4,504,

2. The reserve was established by an or-
der in council, approved on 11th August,
1890. The purpose is not mentioned there-
in, but a further order in council, approved
6th May, 1891, reserves and set apart the
same parcel ofsland as an initial block in
the grant to be made to the British Colum-
bia Southern Railway Company.

3. No.

4. Answered by reply to No. 3.

By Mr. Oliver—Questions of the Hon. the
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works:

1. Has the Vancouver and Coast-Kootenay
Railway Company given the security re-
quired %)y section 4, sub-section {c), chapter
»

2. If so, what is the nature of the se-
curity furnished? !

3. Has the Vancouver and Coast-Kootenay
Railway' Company commenced work, as
provided by section 4, sub-section (n)?

4. 1f so, when did the company commence
work, and in what does the work of con-
struction consist?

5. Is the work being diligently prosecut-
ed to the satisfaction of the Lieutenant-
Governor- in” Council?

fhe}ez Hon. Mr. Green replied as follows:

. No.
2. Answered by No. 1.
3. No.

4 and 5. Answered by No. 3.

Mr. Olliver, on Wednesday next, ques-
tions of the Hon. the Premier:

1. Why was the name of M. S. Wade,
of Kamiloops, omitted from the list of em-
ployees dismissed by the government?

2. Are there any other omissions?

3. Whv were the services of A. L. Ken-
dall, physician, Surrey, dispensed with?

The Hon. Mr. McBride replied as fol-
lows:

1. Unintentionally omitted.

2. Not to my knowledge.

3. With others, on the ground of econ-
omy.

By Mr. Oliver—Questions of the Hon. the
Premier:

1. Is Mr. Lane, of Mission City, a con-
stable in the employ of the provincial gov-
ernment?

2. If so, what salary does Mr. Lane re-
celve?

3. What are his duties?

4, Is Mission City Included in an incor-
porated muniecipality?

5. Is it the custom of the governmenmt to
maintain provincial constables in rural
municipalities? o

lThA; Hon. Mr. McBride replied as follows:

.- Xes. j

2._ $60 per month. .

3. The usual duties of a provincial con-
stable, ) ¢ ‘

4, No.

5. No, but the custom has been departed
from in this instance, as Mission City is a
railway junction, and is a convenient point
at which to have a provincia] censtable,
In order to intercept offenders ‘escaping to
l.h;es Un;ted States.

Y. Mr. Oliver—Questione of the Hon.
the Minister of Finance:

1. ‘'Did Mr. J, Gilbert act as stenographer
for the government in the matter of the
Columbia & Western railway investigation?

2. Was Mr. J. Gilbert a salaried employee
In the service of the government at the
same time?

3." What was the total amount paid for
the services of stenographer in connection
with the Columbia & Western investigation?

4. To whom was this'amount paid?

The. Hon. Mr. Tatlow replied as follows:

1.JN0. J. Gilbert acted on behalf or A.

2. Yes,

8. $700 on account.

4. A. M. Jones.

By Mr. Oliver—Questions of the Hon. the
Premier: g

1. What amount of money was paid out
of the provincial treasury by way of aid
to sufferers from the floods on the Fraser
viver: during the present year? TR
a!g" 0 were the individuals recelving
3. What was the amount recel
individual? il g vgacﬁ

The Hon. Mr. McBride replied as foll e

1. $112.50. 4 i il

thirg and the frome work broke in bale.”

2 Trax'mportatlou companies only recely-

' to furnish- full repues to these
1 .therefore propose to ask Mr.
report full L4

el SR R0 Sl »AYS - B

SSkrs Gllver. aubilieAsisint Gilx' piioca i

Mr, Oliver explained. 8 person ha
‘th’ thrown on the charity of the people
" Mr. Tanuer to ask the Hon. the Provin-
cial Secretary the following questfon:

.18 it-the Intention of the government' to
provide in the'estimates this session for a
| new school house at Saanichton?

The Hon. Mr. McBride replied as follows:

From information received in report from
Inspector Wilson, dated August 6th, 1908,
It would appear :that there is no present
necessity for the erection of a new school
house at  South Saanieh, The  inspector
further reports that with an expenditure
cf $250 for repairs, to be carried out during
the summer of 1904, the present building
can be made to serve for 10 or 12 years
longer. iy

'Mr. Oliver asked the Prémlier:

1. For what purpose did the Premier and
the Attornev-General (Hon, Mr. McPhillips)
visit Cassiar and Atlin? r

‘2.1 Ztmg the rfx;ml;.; and the Attorney-Gen-
eral take part in the late election campaig)
in Cassiar and ‘Atlin $Y 0 m;:l_gg

3. 1f so, wha nts “vﬁiﬁe&"‘by the
Premier and the 'Atornéy-General? il

4. At what polnts did the Premier and
the Attorney-Géneral deliver election ad-

............".............

Balfe’s Son Asks Help.

2]
e A : 2
°
New' York, Dee. 10.—A des- ®
patch to the Sun from. dLondon §
says: Theson of Balfe, the com- o
poser, has made, an appeal for e
assistance. He hopes to seclire @
mouey emough to buy a . barrel ®
organ ‘upon which he can play :
his " father’s compositions in the g
street, . :

¢ 0000000000000 0000

dresses in Casslar and Atlin districts?

5. Under What authority dre the election
expenses of Ministers paid out of the pro-
vineia]l treasury?

The Hon. Mr. McBride replied as fol-
lows: . : :

1. On public business.

2. We addressed meetings at Bella Coola,
Essington, Atlin and Discoyvery.

3. All points touched by steamer Tees.

4. Answered by No. 2,

5. No ' authority.

The Premier volunteered to get fullest
 particulars® as to the sinuous southern
course of the steamer Tees on: the trip.

Mr. Murphy asked the Minister of Fi-
nanee:

1. What amonnt has been paild to A. M.
Jones and Justin @Gilbert, or to either of
them, #as stenograpkers in the Columbia
Western Inquiry?

2. What amount remains payable to the
said A. M. Jones and Justin Gllbert, or
eitHer of them, as stenographers in the
sald inguliry?

3. Who empleyed the said A. M. Jones
and Justin‘ Gilbert as”suweh stenegraphers
on said inquiry?

4. Was the said Justin Gilbert, at the
time of the said employment, the official
stenographer of the Supreme Court, at Vie-
toria, in receipt of a regular monthly sal-
ary?

The Hon. Mr. Tatlow rveplied as follows:

1. $700 was paid te A. M. Jones on ac-
count.

2. The amount of A. M. Jones’ claim is
$2,293, of which $700 bas been paid, leaving
a balance of $1,593, which is subjeét to
consideratipg. fop final adjustment. Neo
claim ‘hasiiigen made by Justin Gilbert.

3. A. M. Jones was the stenographer ap-
pointed by the comamitttee of inquiry.

4, Justin Gilbert, at the time of the in-
quiry, was the official stenographer of the
Supreme Court at Vietoria, and in receipt
of a regular monthly salary.

\ RETURNS.

The following papers were presented:

By the Hon. the Premier—Retum show-
ing all moneys expended, and to whom
pald, in connection with the Westminster-
Ladner wagon road from the first day eof
June last up to the present time.  Also,
coples of all correspondence between the
government and any other persom or per-
sons or bodies corporate in respect of right
of way and in: respect of coantributions for
the construction of the said road.

By the Hon. the Premier and the Hon.
the Attorney-General—Return of copies of
all correspondence,  telegrams, ovders of
court, and report of the returning officer
in connection with the late provincial elec-
tion in the district of Fernie, and in con~
nection’ with the application made for a
recount of the ballots cast in said election
before a judge of the county court.

By the Hon. the Premier—The second re-
port of the Agent-General for British Col-
umbia, London, England, for the year end-
ing December, 1903. Also copy of first
annual report.

COAL MINES BILL.

Mr. Hawthornthwaite moved the sec-
ond reading of the Coal Mines Regula-
tion Ac¢t. He complained that this bill
should have been amended long ago,
and he hoped that if any hon. member
had anything- to say against the bill

He criticized the" Liberal; or so-called
reform party on its negligence to reform,
and said amdist appiause that the real
reforms executed in this provinee had
‘been carried out by the great Conserva-
tive party. All desired to see peaee in

Socialist party had always :advecated
peace wherever possible. He instanced
the cases of long hours of Iaber of eer-
' tain classes in the province, and was
entirelv satisfied that if this bill passed
it would conduce to the settlement of

any feelings of unrest now existing i»
the coal cgmps of the provimce. he
[Fernie settlement was no settlement at
all; the men were dissatisfied and the
root of the d@iscontent was the length of
the working day. If the men counld get
eight Iours from bank to bank, the
trouble would be at an end. If the Fer-
mie mine and one-half hour day .ever
reached the coast there would be trou-
ble such as had mever been known in
industrial eireles in British Columbia.
His presence in that House as a Sociai-
ist proved that the large body of work-
ingmen whom he represented. were de-
termined to secure their rights by every
‘means in their power.

Mr. Ross (Fernie) seconded the mo-
tion “of Mr. Hawthornthwaite with
mueh pleasnre. - The question was a
‘burning ome at Fernie; the demand for
a change in the law was very strong,
and he now took the opportunity of ful-
filling his ante-eleetion pledges to that
effect. He could ot understand swhy
the eight-hour law should not have been
made universal. that is to say, to apply
to the coal miners as well as the metal-
liferous miners. Had he the fine natu-
‘ral eloquence of the hon. member for
Alberni, or the hon. member for Nanai-
mo, he could paint the House such ‘a
Dicture of the coal miner’s lot as would
touch the sympathies of this House, If
the House is couvineed ‘that the intro-
duetion of this law will obviate imipend-
ing. labor troubles it was .the duty of
the. House to anticipate the future by
ipassing this pecessary measure.

Mr. J. A. Macdonald was in entire
sympathy with the billk It was an
‘anogmaly to have an eight-hour law for
the metalliferous miners and not for the
coal miners. | Eight hours mndergronnd
was enough for any man, both on the
standpoint of health and of morals.

I The Premier. proposed to give the hill
| 'his support. The question had ofen
‘been discussed in this House. iIn the
mame of ‘humanity no argument could
‘be-offered by any hon. member in oppo-
sition to those of the hon. member from
 iNanaimo. If the sign of the times could
be relied upon, this province could look
forward to a great era of development
in entirely new coal zonee throughout
the provinee, It was well, therefore, to
prepare a uniform law sn this impor-

tant question of labor, As to Fernie,

they would do so in very definite terms. |

labor circles in British Columbia. Thef

ide

feres wi carrying

. out. of
ause.) g, 5 ;
néy-general - also

great pleasure in suppori-

aber from Nanaime express his

regarding coiitracts. y
W Melnnes said he-would

5
aleo’ support - the ‘bill, dnd he hady

on several occasions introduced. meas-

ures in this House to fhe same effect.
Some of those who were going to sup-
port the present bill did not then see
their way to doing so. He charged Mi,
Hawthornthwaite with inconsistency in
Adntroducing the present ghort bill, when
 the year before he had introduced a bill
80 liedged around -and hampered with
provisos and exceptions ‘that it could not
pass. Continuing, Mr. Mclnnes said the
collieries of Vancouver island -already
had an eight-hour day, and this bill
would give the coal miners little or moth-
inf. He did not mean to attack the
‘bill so'much as to draw attention to the
fact of the alleged collusion between the
‘Conservative and the Socialist parties.
Ithe Conservative party, he said, had ai-
readv abandoned their established prin-
wiples in regard to the industries of the
lecountry. He said if Mr. Hawthorn-
thwaite had propesed such a sickly lit-
tle bill as this before the election. he
‘would not today be in the House. He
then +went on to denouunce the alleged
rapprochement: between the -Conserva-
itives. and Socialists. He alleged that
'vgmhimﬁ; people had "aa,k:)ﬂ him if Mr.
‘Hawthornthwaite really . intended bring-
ing such a bill.. Mr, Hawthornthwaite
thad today thrown down the  Socialist
lparty in this Houwse. Mr. Hawthorn-
thwaite dare not atter in this House the
tommyrot he had uttered in the Socialist
meeings ‘before election. Then he told
the Socialists that it was a four-hour
day at $15 for that day that he would
strugele for.  Mr. Mclnnes concluded
by reasserting lhis intention of voting
for the bill because it was on all fours
with measures he himself had previous-
ly brought into the House, !

“Mr. R. Hall (Victoria) could not sup-
port the bill, ‘as it added nothing uséful
to the existing measure, © He charged
that the Government was in the hands
of the Socialist party and that there
wcould be no reforms or advance under
such conditiops.

deader? (Laughter.)

iMr. Hall (indignantly)—He’s all right,
but if you don’t' mind what you're about
you’ll not -occupy the position you do
very long, Mr. Premier, (Laughter.)

i Mr. Hall continued that he would vote
against the bill- because it was inimical
to the vested interests of this country.

i Mr. Parker Williams said Mr. Meln-
nes lrad rubbed up a brick with some of
his celebrated elocution and pitched it
at the Socialists. (Laughter.): Mp. Wil-
liams then went on to depict the hard-
ships of the coal miner’s lot, and zareas-
tically reviewed Mr. (McInnes’ career in
politics, and refuted his assértions re-
garding some of . the technical points
mentioned by that geentleman. He de-
nied that there was any question of vest-
ed interest in this matter at ‘all. B He
showed ‘that in the Nanaimo mines the
eight-hour law obtains, although they
are the deepest in (Canada, and the dis-
tance from the bottom of .the shaft to
the face was the longest in the Domin-
ion. The eight-hour system had been
found satisfactory wherever it was tried.
The effects upon the health and morals
of the men were observed to improve
very greatly. In ‘Lancashire and York-
shire, England, the collieries were work-
ing six hours with highly satisfactory
results.

Mr. Dayvidson (Slocan, Independent
fLabor) sincerely hoped that the House
would pass this bill. He had been sur-
jprised to hear hon. members indulging in
personalities regarding the introducer of
this bill.. The House would act wisely
in passing this measure; no bad results
were likely to acerue from its passage.

Mr. Paterson (Islands) was not suf-

finciently informed upon the question to
say what effect the passage of this bill
would have upoun the contraet between
the Fernie Colliery 'Company and the
Dominion Government to sell coal at a
[ certain price. Until it could be shown
that this province was prepared to en-
sure the Kernie Company from loss in
regard to its existing contracts with the
Dominion” Govérnment he would feel
bound to vote against the bill. Class
legislation had done more to harm in-
dustry in British €Celumbia than any
other caumse.
i\ (Mr. Cotton reealled the storm of indig-
nation ‘caused by the introduetion under
the |Semlin government of a bill to re-
duce the hours of labor to eight hours,
it beidg regarded as an unwarrantable
interference with the conditions under
which -capital and laber were working.
He congratulated the House upon the
great-improvement that had taken place
since that time. He repudiated the in-
sinuation of Mr. Hall. that the govern-
ment and Conservative party was rely-
ing’ upon the suppoirt of the Socml;st
representatives. “They spurned the in-
sinuation as utterly unfounded and un-
called for. No harmfxl resuits had fol-
lowed the passing of the eight hour law
for metalliferows miners, and he could
' not see how there could be any in put-
ting coal miners on the same footing.
. He would bhave much pleasure in sup-
porting this bill.

The second reading of the bill was car-
‘ried and the bill will be continued uext
 sitting of the House.

THE PHARMACY BILL.
The House wert ints committee of

i Pharmacy Act, Mr. Drury in the ¢hair.
The amendments to the bi't provide
| for the dispensing with examination by
the board on produetion of satisfactory
proof that the practitioner possesses a
certificate of a society whose standing
and requirements are equal to those of
the British Columbia Pharmaceutical
Association. The following sub-section
amends section 12 of the act.

“Any person who at the time of the
passing of this act is practicing as a
chemist and druggist, or chemist, or
druggist, or pharmacist, or apothecary,
or dispensing chemist, or dispensing
druggist, on his own account, outside of
the limits of the incorporated cities and
towns in the province of British Colum-
bia, is entitled to registration without
examination as a licentiate under the
provisions of the Pharmacy Act of 1891
and amending acts, provided application
is made itherefor, and satisfactory evi-
dence of his having been so practicing is
furnished to the registrar within the pe-
riod of three months after the passing of
this act.” 5

The bill also provides that only licen-
tiates may sell poisons.

The commiittee arose and reported the
“bill completed with amendments. To
be considered at the next sitting of the
House.

RATLWAY TAX BILL.

The House then considered the report
of the bill to tax the property of railway
companies. i

The Hon. Mr, Fulton moved the fol-
lowing amendments: ¢

To strike out section 5 and substitute

in lieu thereof the following:
- “Phe land occupied anag ciaimed as the
right-of-way by any railway eompany,
and gituate without the limits of munici-
pal corporations incorporated before the
21st day of February, 1895, and other
lands oecupied py the company for sta-
tion or engine houses, or freight sheds,
or other buildings connected with the
actual operation of the railway, and
situate without the limits of municipal
corporations incorporated before the 21st
day of February, 1895, together with
the personal property and income of tho
company, including the rolling stock,
shall be assessed and taxed as a whole
as real estate, and at the sum of $10,000
per mile of track of the company situate
without the limits of any municipality
incorporated before the 21st day of
February, 1895. The measurement ot
track shal not include switches, spurs
or sidings, but" all switches, spurs and
sidings of any railway company situate
without the limits of any municipality
incorporated befora the 21st day of Fel-
{Continued on Page Six.)
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ALY , VR SO
GHRMAN UNIVERSITY.

Berlin, Dee,'9.—The uyniversity exten-y
sion movement has taken strong hold of
the' university of Heidelberg. ' Hence-
forth professors will be dllowed to hold
Jectures accessibe  to any adult: per-
) g y :

WINNIPEG OLEARINGS.

‘Winnipeg, ‘Dec. 10.—The Winuipeﬁ
bank clearings for the week ending 10t

December, 1908, were $6,919,676; same
}veek last year, $5,438,863; same week

901, $4,820,389.
MRS M'ENIGHT GUILTY.
Cadillac, Mich., Deec. :10.—A jury to-

of the murder of her brother, John
Murphy, by peisoning. Mrs. McKuight
was sentenced to life imprisonment.

MONTREAL STREET RAILWAY.

Montreal, Dec. 10—W. L. Wanklyn to-
day resiguned the vice presidency and
general mangership of the street railway
company to accept the vice presidency
of the Dominion Coal Company with
. a managerial position. He was sufceed-
ed as vice president of the street rail-
way company by K. ‘W. Brachwell,

ing director. Dyncan McDonald is ma
ager and Patrick Dube, secretary. ;

Queen Alexandra’s
Bedroom on Fire

Her Malesty Awakened Just in
Time-—-Has a Narrow

Fire Catches .From Chimney
Flue And Much Damage is
Done.

Liondon, Dec.. 10.—A. fire occurred at
iISandringuam, and, Queen Atexandia
and her secretary, Miss Knollys, had a
narrow escape. it broke out at 3 o’clock
tuls morning in Miss ®Knolly’s pedroom
in the chimney nue, where a beam is
supposed to have beei smouldering for
sow.e days, aud spread to the bearoom
of the Queen, wuo was asieep at the
time. Sue was awakened by Miss
\nnoilys, who raised an aiarm, put the
fire ootained a good hoid of both rooms
and considerable damzge was done be-
fore it was extunguisaed. ‘Lhe ouibreak
caused a great deal of excitement at
NSandringham, where a. number of guests
are staying at present.

he reticence customary at Sandring-
ham was observed in connection. with the
tire. Irom later information, however,.
it appears that Queen Alexandra had.
a narrower escape ,than the first ac-
counts of the fire indicate. Miss Knollys
was -fortunately awakened. by the
smoke in her bedroom, which is im-
mediately below the chamber of Her
Majesty.  Miss Knodys rushed. upstairs
to the Queen, who was clad only in a
dressing gown, and escaped from the
burning room not a moment too soon,
as the floor. of the Queen’s apartment
collapsed almost immediately, carrying
wmg it Her; Majesty’s bed.

The- alarme zaised - by . Miss Knollys
soon brought the household fire brigade,
which began the work of extinguishing
the fire. Sir Dighton MacNaghten Pro-
byn, keeper of the privy purse and ex-
tra equerry to the King, also arrived
and took charge of the operations.
Queen Alexandra, who displayed the
urmost composure, remained with Miss
Knollys near the scene, until she was
assured that there was no further dan-
ger of the fire spreading. An examina-
uon of the apartments showed that
more’ damage was done by water than
by fire. A large number of the Queen’s
knick-knacks and some of her charm-
ing furniture was spoiled.

The fire was contined to the two bed-
rooms. - It is now stated that the trouble-
orjginated in imperfect electric light
wires, which set fire to a beam between.
the ceiling of Miss Knollys’ bedroom
and the floor of Her Majesty’s apart-
ments,

King Edward was immediately noti-
fied of the occurrence, and later in the
day a special messenger was sent to.
Suffolk with reassuring news from.
Queen Alexandra.

SCHOONER CAPSIZED.
Vessel QOverturned at Cape Fear and
Five Lives Are Lost.
Wilmington, N. C., Dec. 10.—Reports:
from Cape Fear lifesaving station, at
the mouth of the Cape Fear river; to-
day, give particulars of the capsizing
of the schooner Clarence H., a. small
coasting vessel bound from Shallotte,
N. C., to Wilmington, and the drown-
ing of the captdin and ‘crew of two men
and two passengers. The presumption:
is the craft encountered a heavy gale
as she was attempting to get over the

bar last night.

e () .
STEEL BILLET POOL.

Montreal, Dec. 10.—It is officially an~
nounced that the Dominios {ron & Steel
Company and Nova Scosia- Company
will not enter steel billee pool formed
by the United States Steet Company and.
containing all the manulacturers of steel

ROSSLAND INVESTOR DEAD.
New York, Dec. 10.—Adopl Brucker,
at one time a member of the British
parliament and possessed of consider-
able means, having ‘large mining inter-
ests at Rossland, B. C., died todayx at
Bellevue. - hogpital. . Mr. Brocker was
removed' te the lospital from the Grand
‘dUnion liatel, where he had been for two
ays.

—_—
INTERNATIHONAL BOUNDARY.

) i
Washington, Dec. 10.—A state de-
partment estimate for $100,000 te eon-
tinue the meore ‘effective demarcation
and mapping of the boundary line be-
tween; the United States and the Do-
minion of Canada along the 49th paral-
lel west of the summit of the Rocky
mountains was transmitted to the House
today by the treasury department.

e s o R
ALFONSO IN LISBON.

ILisbon, Dec. 10.—King Alf, of
Spain, arrived here today and v(v’g.;q’wel-
comed at the railroad station by King
Ca_r.los and a  striking.  gathering of
princes, ministers, peers, deputies and
naval and military officers.  ‘I'he
monarchs gordially embraced and the
official introduction followed. After vis-
iting the palace King Alfonso visited
Queen Amelia at the Necessiades palace
and t!:e Dowager Queen Maria Pia at
the Ajuda palace. A state banquet was
held in the Ajuda palace tonight, which
was attended by 700 guests, including
King Alfonso, ~ King Carlos, Queen
Amelia and all the members of the Por-
tuguese royal family with their smites.
T_h?tclty is brilliantly illaminated to-
night.

—— Qe ¢
BURGLARS - SENTENCED.

Cornwall, Ont., Dec, 9.—The Win-

chester gang of burglars ‘was sentenced

Wilson and John Martin each received
four years, and Frank Waterous three
yvears, in the Kingston penitentiary. All
have bneniguilty of many burglaries,

day found Mrs. Mary McKnight guilty |

billets in the United $states except one.| .

Was Hauled’bff the Rocks at
Village Island Yesterday
- Morning.

By the Joint Efforts of Flag.
ship Grafton And Her
Own Engines.

Midst Strains of - Music And
Cheers of Tars Flora
Slid Off.

Nanaimo, ; 'Drec, I0.—acmrral Bick-
ford arrived -aere this evening on
4 torpedo buat.  When seen by your
correspondent ne gave a graphic des-
cription of the floating of the Fiora,

50 dense that they could not see the
'_Mora_ at all, the work -being directed
by siren. 7The Grafton alone was en-
gaged in the task, the Flora’s engines
assisting. The vessel began to move
slowly, increasing until the Grafton was
going  threesquarter speed. She came

while W. G. Ross becomes the mianag-{easily off into the water, the operation

lasting only twenty minutes. Immedi-
ately she was atioat the bluejackets
cheered and the band played “A Life
on the Ocean Wave” and “Rule Bri-
tannia.” The Admiral says the ship is
not so much damaged as was at first
thought. She is making little water.

Admiral Bickford gives high praise to
the men for their strenuous efforts in
the emergency. ‘“*All worked well,” he
said, ‘“‘as they always do in such cir-
cumstances.” - The stores and coal are
b\e;ngl replaced, and the Flora will reach
Isquimalt about Saturday.

Speaking of . the reef, the Admiral
says had she gone on a little farther
dow'u,’ he thinks she would have been
a totdl loss; as it was, she was only
saved - by the under shear, otherwise
the bottom ‘Would have been ripped out
of her. On the first attempt to haul
her. off, on ‘Sunday, the cable broke,
and yesterday they used wire hawsers,
which tore out tne towing bits just as
she was moving. Today the work was
E;e(émphshed without a mishap of any

nd.

H. M. 8. Flora, the second-class
cvwiser of the Ksquimalt squadron,
which crashed onto the rocks at Vil-
lage Point a week ago when going at a
speed of about ten knots an hour, en
route to Esquimalt from Union, was
floated yesterday morning.

All night over a thousand men had
toiled to carry everything possible from
the stramded warship. Her big guns had
been dismounted, her cogl bunkers emp-
tied, her. decks ecleared of gear and
stores, the gum earriages and platforms
were unbolted—nothing was left but the
mere shell of the erumiser—and then all
was ready when daylight dawned yes-
terday for the final effort.

Many times the wreckers had essayed
to haul the warship from the rocks,
from the first hand-haul on the line
fastened to an anechor thrown out astern
by several hundred Jackies. who haul-
ed by hand, while the band piayed a
lively air te cheer them in the useless
effort, to the last attempt in which all
the available power at hand was util-
ized—with suecess.

During the night many anchors had
been placed out astern. and limes ran
out through the chocks at the stern
from the capstans on the Flora. Then
the big steel hawsers were fastened to
the bits on the stranded yessel leading
from the tow bits of the big erniser
Grafton, and from those of the survey
ship, Egeria, and the tugs which stood
by. Nothing else remained but to wait
for- the rising tide, and when the tide
guages showed that it had reached its
maximum height, the signal for this
great tug of war was given. With all
the available pewer of steam, and of
hand, too, the many units made a joint
effort, the flagship and Egeria and the
tugs steaming forward with an immense
strain on the taut hawsers affixed to the
Flora, and the capstans straiming the
lines to the anchors to the limit. And
then the eruiser moved, slowly at first
and with increasing momentum as the
swaying line strained as the towing ves-
sel plunged forward. The ermiser slid
back into the water, and as she splash-
ed' into Baynes Sound there was a great
cheer  from more than a thousand
throats, and a chorus of shrieking
whistles celebrated the event.

The machinery of the Flora was not

damaged, and, not making much water
—the pumps placed on board having no
difficulty in keeping her dry—the cruiser
steamed unaided to Union Bay, where
she is moored, and will come to Esqui-
malt to enter the dry dock today.
. iHer hull has suffered from the grind-
ing of the rocks on which she was held
for seven days, and much work will
be necessary before she leaves the
blocks in the dry dock. Some slight
repairs are being effected at Union, and,
according to a despatch received yester-
day, she will come from Baynes Sound
to Esquimalt today.

AMERICAN CONSUL
ON MANCHURIA

Just Returned Traveller Relates
His Experiences in Chinese
Province.

iSt. Petersburg, Dee. 9.—Jas. W, Da-
widson, United States consul at Tamsu,
Jormosa, wio is here on his way home
after four months of extensive travel in
‘Manchuria, says that through the cour-
stey of Baron De Rosen, the Kussian
minister to Japan, he was provided with
a special car when traveling on the
Manchuria railway and that every facil-
ity was placed at his disposal by the
Russian officials throughout his journey.
Jonsul Daviison gathered much valu-
‘able information, some of which cor-
xects the misapprehensions concerning
Manchuria nov; current in Europe. He
found that Manchuria, especially in the
Laopo valley i¢ very fertile and with
a dense Chinese population. Much
money, the coneul says, is being spent
between Viladivostock and Port Arthur
in wue erection of many permanent build-
ings. Nomne of these buildings, however,
are on .the east of the China railway as
has been reported. "Traffic = between
Vladivostock and Port Arthur is very
heavy, calling for the operation of thir-
ty trains daily.

‘General .Davioson refutes the story
that the efforts to make Dalny an ice
free port have met with failure. Though
ice had formed inside the breakwater
it did not in sny way interfere with
navigation, The consul confirms the re-
port that depredations had been com-
mitted by Chinese robbers, calling for
the employment of Russian troops with
a view of suppressirg the outrages. The
reoccupation of Mukden by the Rus-
sians, Consul Davidson says, consisted
only in the piacing of forty guards at
tue gates.

oa—)
PRIVATE BANK FAILS.

St. John, N? B., Dec. 9.—The private
banking firm of Blair & Co. has suspend-
ed payment. No statement has been
issued as yet. ;

R AL e SO S Y
DOWA.GER COUNTESS MARRIED.
London, Deec. 50

9.—Cara, Dowager

this afternoon by Jndge O'Reilly. Chas, [/Countess of' Strafford (formerly Mrs.

Samuel K. Oolgate, of New York), aud

M. T. Keanard were married today ac

St. George’s church, Hanover Squa.-.
this city.
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