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A SHORT DISCUSSION.

Mr. bostock seems to be one of the
men who believe in the almightiness of
government. He made a very common-
place motion the other day in the House
of Commons, and in his speech he de-
plored that the people of Canada were
exposed to the arts of designing and un-
scrupulous mining speculators who re-
presented their schemes as being better
than they really were and spoke of men
of position as being interested in them,
who really had ‘little or nothing to do
with their projects. But Mr. Bostock
ought to know that there is nothing new
in all this. Even in Great Britain,
where the code of mercantile mor-
ality is high, deceptive prospectuses
clothed in flowery language are not un-
known; and, if we do not!mistake, there
are even there men with high-sounding
titles who, for a consideration, allow
their names to be used in connection
with schemes about which they know
little or nothing. The British Govern-
ment has done all that could be reason-
ably expected of it to protect the public
from the wiles of the projectors, but
still room is left for the exercise of the
discretion and the common-sense of the
investors.

Canadians, we think, may be depend-
ed upon to take care of themselves. They
have cut their eye teeth. We do not
think thatthey greatly need the paternal
hand of Government to save them either
from themselves or the mining sharks.
Very many of them—too many, indeed
—like the excitement of speculation, and
they speculate in mining stock like Eng-
lishmen and others bet on a horse race.
They do it with their eyes open. They
know that they stand to lose, but there
isalso a chance of making a gain. So
they invest, not very largely perhaps,
but fully as heavily as they can afford.
They are unwise, and the practice is,
like gambling of any kind, pernicious.
But what is to be done? How can the
Government prevent people from burn-
ing their fingers in this way? Legis-
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SLANDERING THE PROVINCE.
The Mining Review, of Rossland, a
new candidate for favor there, has sig-
nalized itsentrance into the journalistic
arena by some very intemperate and ill-
judged editorial remarks, from which we
quote the following :

The land policy of the British Colum-
bia Government is enough to drive its
enemies to assassination and its friends
to suicide. First it made a. poor mouth
to the legislature, saying that the pur-
chase law must be re-enacted because
the Province lacked revenue. And the
purchase law was re-enacted. Then it
proceeded to reserve all the land that
anyone wante to buy, not for the pur-
pose of retaining its most valu-
able asset in' the treasury of the
Province, but for the purpose of handing
it over to railway companies for consid-
erations which figure nowhere in the
public revenue, however largely they
may bulk in the private ledgers of in-
dividuals. It was hoped by many that,
after the translation of the Hon. Forbes
G. Vernon, nothing worge than incom-
peterce was to be feared in the land de-
partment, and that some of the first
elements of fair dealing would invade its
tarnished precincts. But the leopard
has not changed his spots nor the Ethi-
opian his ekin. The land department
of the British Columbia government re-
mains the same, except that, if it were
possible, its predations have become
more brazen, its effrontery more con-
spicuous than before.

Such language as the foregoing is not
calculated to obtain fora newspaper just
starting out that respect and confidence
which are necessary to success. The in-
sinuation that public assets are handed
over by the Government to railway com-
panies for considerations which figure
in private ledgers, if less indefinite in its
application,would be criminallylibellous,
and we call attention to it, not that any
importance is to be attached to the source
from which it springs—becauze it will
probably be found that the writer is
some irresponsible person, who neither
knowsnor cares about what he says—but
because professedly reputable journals
flippantly repeat such slanders, which
go abroad, if unchallenged, as a reproach
on the politics and public men of British
Columbia.

When a newspaper accuses a public
department of unfair dealing and refers
to its precincts as ¢ tarnished,’”” and its
administrative acts as ‘‘ predations,”
without a scintilla of proof in support of'
its statements, the editor does not realize
the meaning of the language he uses—
in other words is unfit to occupy the
editorial chair—and not much less can
be said for the editors who assist in cir-
culating such accusations.

Any man of ordinary intelligence
must know that n government proved
guilty of such conduct as is alleged,
would be unworthy of support or con-
fidence, and would be immediately de-
posed. To flippantly suggest what there
is not a shadow of authority to sustain
should be condemned by all right-think-
ing persons, whether in sympathy with
the Government or not. It is a libel on
the Province, calculated to do the gravest
injury to the interests of all concerned
in its welfare.

“HANDS OFF MANITOBA.”

While the late election campaign was
going on the} watchword of the Liberals
was ‘‘ Hands off Manitoba.”” This preg-
nant sentence was the theme of a thou-
sand Grit editorials, and its utterance
by Grit platform orators was greeted by
thunders of applause frcm enthusiastic
anti-coercionists. Never was any party
pledged to a policy more generally and
more enthusiastically than the Liberal
party of this Dominion is pledged to the
policy of the strictest non-interference
with the legislation on the subject of the
schools of the province of Manitoba.
The anti-coercionists would not listen to
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prevailing upon them to make a change
in their non-denominational echool sys-
tem favorable to the denominational
minority? How have they tampered
with the members of the British Colum-
bia Government? Has one member of
that Government after another gone to
Ottawa to see what can be done towards
settling the DBritish Columbia school
question? Has the Leader of the Gov-
ernment publicly promised thata change
shall be made in the educational policy
of that Government? No. British
Columbia has been left alone. No
attempt has been made to inter-
fere with its school law. The integrity
of the members of its Government
has not been assailed. Why? Why
have the Government kept their hands
off British Columbia? Simply because
they know they have no right to inter-
fere in her educational affairs. 1f the
Government had acted honestly, if they
and their supporters had kept their
pledges, expressed and implidd, they
would have treated Manitoba in precise-
ly the same way astheyhave treated Brit-
ish Columbia. Their whole course with
respect to Manitoba since the election
bas been dishonest, has shown that they
do not believe in the principle of non-
interference which they a few months
ago professed to hold so dear and which
they declared they would act upon if
they were returned to power.

If the Li%erals had been hon-
est and consistent they would have
dropped the Manitoba school question
on the day they took office and ever
after acted as if it had never existed.
That is what the cry ‘“ Hands off Mani-
toba’’ meant, if it meant anything at
all. That, too, was what the doctrine of
non-interference signified. Those who
believe that the Constitutions of the Do-
minion and of Manitoba give the Fed-
eral Government no power to remedy
an education law which is proved to be
injurious to the rights of the denomina-
tional minority, are acting inconsistently
and dishonestly when they support a
Government which interferes in any
shape or form with the education laws
of Manitoba or with the education pol-
icy of its Government. By not protest-
ing against the negotiations that have
been going on for months and the de-
moralising intrigues of which Winnipeg
is the centre, they show that they did

not mean what they said when, during
the late election, they kept on shouting
‘“ Hands off Manitoba.”

A FATHER'S STORY.

|

HAPPINESS RESTORED WHEN
HOPE HAD ALMOST GONE.

His Daughter Began to Droop and Fade—Was
Attacked with Hemorrhage and Life was
Despaired of — She is Again Enjoying
Robust Health,

(From the Brantford Courier.)

A recent addition to the Grand Trunk
staff in this city is Mr. Thos. Clift, who
is living at 75 Chatham street. Mr.
Clift, who was formerly a policeman in
the great city of London, isa fine looking
specimen of an Englishman of the type
80 often seen in the Grand Trunk em-
ploy and who makes so desirable a class
of citizens. Since his advent here he has
been a warm advocate of that well known
medicine, Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills, and
through his endorsement, dozens of
boxes have been sold to his friends and
acquaintances.

A Courier representative, anxious,
although not surprised, to know the rea-
son for Mr. Clift’s warm eulogy of the
pills, called on that gentleman recently.
Mr. Clift willingly consented to an inter-
view, and in the following story told his
-reason for being so sincere an advocate of
a world renowned medicine. ‘Some
five years ago,” said Mr. Clift, *¢ my
daughter Lilly began to droop and fade,
and became disinclined either for work
or pleasure. A doctor in London was

Proposal That the Government Col-
lect and Distribute All Inform-
ation Possible.

A Vast Number of Bona Fide Invest-
ments—Mischief Caused by Mis-
leading Prospectuses.

In the Dominion parliament on the
16th inst., Mr. Bostock moved, That in
the opinion of this House it will be in
the interest of immigration and the de-
velopment of the Dominion that the
government should collect, .through the
Department of Agriculture, all the in-
formation possible with respect to the
mining interests of British Columbia
and the other provinces of the Domin-

lon, and distribute it. He gave the out-
put of minerals and its value up to the
30th June last for the district of West
Koote.nay. coupled with other statistics,
in order to show the extraordinary rich-
ness of the mineral deposits of the pro-
vince, and emphasized the need of tak-
ing proper steps to attract the attention
‘of capitalists to 'that province. Pro-
ceeding, he said: These figures show
the amount of business being done
in that country, and the large
field which exists there for in-
vestment. It is only natural that at
present a number of companies should
have been floated in this country for
the purpose of interesting investors in
the mining development that is now .
going on, but we find that these com- |
panies are being put upen the market
of Eastern Canada in a very loose and
unsatisfactory manner. It will be a
great drawback and disadvantage to
that country if some steps are not taken
to check the indiscriminate floating of
such companies, in which the prospec-
tuses issued are most unsatisfactory,
and contain exceedingly misleading
statements. From the way such pros-
pectuses are drawn up, they would ap-
pear to be drawn up solely for the pur-
pose of misleading the investing public.
I have here a prospectus which has been |
published in one of the papersin the
East—the progspectus of a mine called
the Nest Egg and Palo Alto. In that
prospectus the names of leading men in
the province of British Columbia are
printed as being connected with this
mine, but after it was brought
out in Toronto one of the gen-
tlemen whose names appeared on
the prospectus wrote that he had no-
thing to do with it. It will be interest-
ing to the house if I read one or two re-
plies given by gentlemen whose names
are mentioned in this prospectus as be-
ing connected with the mines.. Mr.
Turner, the premier of British Colum-
bia, wrote as follows: ‘I know nothing
about the prospectus of the Nest Egg
and Palo Alto. I do not guarantee any
statements made by George A. Case.
He has no authority to act for me.”
Mr. Turner is one of the gentlemen
whose names appear as being interested
in the Nest Egg, and of course, being
premier of British Columbia, his name
would naturally tend to make investors
in the East think that the property was
a good one. Mr. E. V. Bodwell, a lead-
ing lawyer in Victoria, wrote: ‘‘Iam
not in any way responsible for the pro-
spectus of the Palo Alto or Nest Egg
mines. I do not know what statements
it may contain. I donotknow Mr. Case,
and hedoes not represent me. I ownsome
shares in the Palo Alto, but have no
interest whatever in the Nest Egg. No
one has any authority to deal with my
name in connection with either the
Nest Egg or Palo Alto. The name of
Lieut.-Governor Dewdney, the present
Lieut.-Governor of British Columbia,
was also mentioned in this prospectus.
He was in England when this prospectus
was brought out, but Mrs. Dewdney
telegraphed that the Lieut.-Governor
was not in any way responsible for the
statements made in that prospectus.
This is a very good specimen of the way
in which these prospectuses are being
got up, and the use that is being made
at the present time of the names of
leading men in the province for the pur-
pose of getting investors in the East,
who cannot learn a great deal of the
development of that country to put their
money into these concerns. I hope the
government will see their way of
taking hold of this matter, and that

B

1mmigration from abroad, as we know
that gold discoveries have always proved
the greatest attraction to immigrants in
all parts of the world. The motion of
my hon. triend, as I understand him, !
contains two pointe. First, he declares |
the desirability of making the mining

aweon, is a most valuable officer. I am

ance of his department Dr. Dawson will
take all necessary steps to meet the
views of my hon. friend. I am informed |
that at the present time the department |
is making a special effort to distribute |
information on the subject of these mires
all over the different provinces of the
Dominicn,
part of the remarks made by my hon.
friend were those referring to the ad-|
vantage which is taken by speculators to
place upon the market ‘‘ bogus *’ schemes
and spurious organizations. This is an
important feature, but it is not new.
The same thing has been experienced,
I suppose, in every mining country in
the world.
made in Australia and California, and
are now taking place in relation to the
mines of British Columbia. I do not

But the most important

Similar attempts were

know at present whether the law is ade-

quate to meet this growing evil. This

18 a matter which must lie more directly

within the scope of the department of

justice. All I can say at the present
time is that the government will ask the
Minister of Justice and his department
to ascertain whether or not the law is
adequate to meet such spurious schemes
as those which have been brought to the
attention of the House. If theissuing of
such misleading prospectuses cannot be
prevented, if the law of the land is not
adequate to meet offenders of this kind,
the law is deficient and must be amend-
ed. If the officers of the department of
justice report to the government that the
present law is not adequate to reach
such offenders, then the government
will consider it its duty to have the
criminaj law amended so as to bring such
offenders within the law, and prevent as
far as possible, a repetition of these
offences.

Mr. Sproule spoke in favor of the
adoption of measures to prevent frauds

on the public.

Mr. Tisdale did not believein spurious
prospectuses, but thought the present

criminal law, which had been very
carefully considered, might | e broad
enough to cover fraudulent represen-

tations.
Mr. Prior declared there were schemes

being placed upon the market which, to

put it mildly, did not give much encour-
agement to men who knew anything
about mining. At the same time, how-
ever, he had no hesitation in saying that
a very large number of the British Col-
umbia mines placed on the market to-
day were bona fide speculations. Every-
body who knew anything about mining
was aware that from first to last it wasa
speculation, and no one who did not
possess sufficient capital to take the
risk of losing the money he invested
had any right, from a business stand-
point, to speculate in mines. There
was no mining country in the world
which showed more satisfactory evi-
dence of rich deposits than British
Columbia, and especially the Kootenay
country. If a man deliberately specu-
lated in mining, when he knew nothing

about the subject, and met with loss,
1t served him right. His advice to those
intending to go into mining speculations

was to find out who the men were who

were promoting these companies and
who were concerned in the manage-
ment of them before they invested any
money.

Mr. Fitzpatrick (Solicitor-General)

advocated an inquiry into the mining
laws of the United States, which were

.t | ought to
be some central source of information to

which outsiders could haveaccess, rather
thz_ln have each province doing work Qf
this kind. It wus undesirable to have ip
this country genseless speculations.

br\ . the statistical
wealth of British Columbia well known, ‘ tu ; ; . Pl
not only throughout thig continent, but | in
throughout the world. My hon. friend
is aware, and, in fact, he has adverted to
it, that at the present time the Geologi-
cal Sarvey is doing valuable service in
that direction. One of the functions at
present devolving upon the geological
department of the government is to
collect and to publish as soon as
may be after the close of {he calen-!
dar year, full statistics of the mineral | Mr. Bostock
production and of the mining and
metallurgical industry of Canada; to
study the facts relating to water
supply, both for irrigation and for do- | m—— o e
mestic purposes; and to collect and pre- | T
serve all available records of artesian !

wells, and of mines and mining works in |

Canada. This dutyis now well attended
to;and I was glad to hear my hon.
friend state that the gentleman now in
charge of the Geological department, Dr.

D [ E R
sure we may all rely that in his guid" G Rﬂc SUME OF

10 possesgion of considerable informa-
| tion upon the subject of mining, and
| frequently responded to inquiries from
| outside,

| Mr. Morrison advocated a better dis-
i tribution of the information accumulated
| by the? Department of Agriculture and
jthe Geological Survéy. after the plan
jadopted by the Mineralogical department
in British Columbia,

: expressed his satisfaction
i with the statement made by the leader
lof the government, and withdrew his

1 motion,
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lation can hardly reach them. called in e‘md he presc,ribed exercise and | they will be able to introduce some |framed in accordance with the ex-
With regard to fraudulent mining|argument, they would pay no regard to gixgmznt?)”;}fegtmasucjﬁrgp I\?S tge beitt meéi'l(i legislation tkh_atdWﬂl])PFeveDt lprosdpectuses perience of years, in order to see whether
projects, they should be put down as |the terms of union if tkose terms per- ;oY dauguter did of this kin eng placed  Upon |there was anything in the statutes of

her best to follow his instructions, but the market, and that it will hold those | our nei hbors that mj : Sole Export Bottling Agents to J. J. & S.—
: < . 4 , 8 8 might y p g Agentsto J. J. & 8.
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lent. When there is no mine back |fere wit.h what they called the ‘‘auto- plete]y and she graduglly grew worse. | responsible to the public generally for a difficulty as to how far the govern- mrl5
of the company, when the whole scheme | nomy ””'of Manitoba. They boldly and glgeu’:géhé I:.g;i ’E%mwg%lweredf"éhly the truth of the statements Rh%t é}.“‘y ment could deal with property and civil
is in the air, no punishment can be too | unqualifiedly asserted the right of the % y 2 cry L ¥, and hasten- | make in these propectuses. eading | rights, which were matters of local con-
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severe for the projectors, or, rather, | Legislature of Manitoba to make what large quantities of blood. I rushed fora | thege foreign companies, says:—‘ Es- |line between fals[:eh re;)cfjse:ﬁt:\?i%nzogdneé

the sharpers. But when there is a|laws it pleased with respect to education, | doctor and he did his best to stop her pecially some provision should be insert- | warranty was very shadowy and very
mine it i8 very hard to tell whether the|and they denied the right or the author- h:;g()g;’;gee’rb“?:%g;ted tsobme (tihat he(‘i ed in the afct th‘.Ch will pr?‘ﬁn! fo{lellin hard to define. It'was very doubtful if
prospect is represented in too glowing | ity of the Dominion Government to s . ¢ droopec | companies from disposing of their hold- | the criminal code would™ reach such

: .~ |away to a veritable shadow, and for|ings without consulting their share. cases. If it f
colors or not, for the simple reason that |attempt to have those laws changed in |weeks when I went to bid her good-bye | holders, and even in opposition to their British Coluﬁgisugiddthﬁgt tgfvé?vgssgf

no one knows what is under the ground. {any respect. ‘“ Hands off Manitoba’’ |in the morning as I went to my work I| wishes.”” I may say that the paragraph | such as those complained of action might
The indications may be very promising, | was their cry. It was this cry that|fe2red I might not see her alive again. | has reference more especially to one|be taken similar to that adopted in

; 2 This went on for a long time until one company that wae organized and floated | England j

and the owners may be convinced |secured t.he return' of a large majority of day a friend recommended my daughter | under 1he laws of the State of Washing- D%r.ri)ylzgeﬁ?tsp:slf;g gﬁfeéoﬁzgoiro't to

that they have struck a good | the English-speaking supporters of the to try the effect of Dr. Williams’ Pink ton, whose directors were enabled to en- ignore the mineral resources of Ontario
b

thing, but development may show |present Government. If it had not ! Pills. She consented to do so and in a|tirely override the wishes of the share- | while the mineral wealth of British Col-
that their hopes are vain. On the other | been adopted by Mr. Laurier and the |COmPparatively brief period a decided holders, and dispose of the mine in a|umbia was being extolled.
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hand, the promise of the surface indica-
tions may be more than fulfilled and
may yield the investors a richer return
than they ventured even to hope for. If
some sanguine proepector, three or four
years ago, wrote of the Trail Creek dis-
trict, or in fact of the whole Kootenay
country, in terms that would now be re-
garded a8 too modest, he would be set
down by many as a schemer and by
others as a crank. Very few indeed
would believe that he understated the
facts as a few years development would
prove them to be.

The Leader of the Government seemed
to think that very little could be done to
protect the public, and the Solicitor-
General did not know how the law could
be amended to meet the evil that Mr.
Bostock complained of, Col, Prior, it
seems to us, took the common sense!
view of the rituation, If people would |
invest in mines ahout which they knew |
nothing they would have to pay for their
experience. The little discussion which
Mr, Bostock raised will do no harm,

would not be in power to-day.

How have the Government carried out
the election pledges of Grit candidates?
Have they pursued a policy of strict
non-interference with respect to Man-
itoba? Has their action with regard to
the Manitoba school question been based
on the principle contained in the!r elec-
tion cry? Have they kept their
hands off Manitoba? Have they, as they
were bound in honor and honesty to do,
treated Manitoba in this matter of school
legislation in precisely the same manner
as they have treated British Columbia

or Prince Edward Island. Have they
made no attempt to interfere with itg
school legislation directly or indirectly?
Have they acted as if they had no right
or no authority under any circumstances
to interfere?

All the world knows they have not.
From almost the first day they took
office until now they have been putting |
their hands on Manitoba, treating her as |
if they had a right to interfere with her

other leaders of the Liberal party they benefit was perceptible. She persisted way that was a great detriment to the

with the use of the pills and gradually
rose from a bed of suffering and sickness
until she once again attained robust
young womanhood. For the last three
years she has been in excellent health.

It was Pink Pills that virtually brought
her from the mouth of the grave and
preserved for me my only daughter.

Now do you wonder why I sound their
praises and recommend them at every
opportunity ?”’

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills strike at the
root of the disease, driving it from the
system and restoring the patient to health

and strength. In cases of paralysis,

spinal troubles, locomotor ataxia, sciati-

ca, rheumatism, erysipelas, scrofulous

troubles, etc., these pills are superior to

all other treatment. They are also a

specific for the troubles which make the
lives of so many women a burden, und |
speedily restore the rich glow of health

to pale and sallow cheeks. Men broken

down by overwork, worry or excesses,

will find in Pink Pills a certain cure.

Sold by all dealers or sent by mail post-

paid, at 50c. a box, or six boxes for $2.50,

by addressing the Dr. Williams’ Medi-

cine Company, Brockville, Ontario, or

Schenecta ly, N. Y. Beware of imita-

tions and substitutes alleged to be just

as good.””

shareholders and a great damage to the
camp generally. Now in the Province
of British Columbia we are very anxious
to see foreign capital brought into the
country, and we recognize ithe undesir-
able character of some of these compan-
ies that are now being floated on the
market of the East. If this sort of thing
ig allowed to continue, and the investors
lose their money, it will be a great get-
back to the development of mining in
British Columbia, and we shall have to
suffer the consequences. I hope that
the information that can be collected
through the geological survey will be
brought up to a later date than it is at
the present time, and that, if possible,
the staff now engaged in the department
in compiling the statistics may be in-
creased, 8o that more reliable informa-
tion may be brought forward and placed
before the public. I move this motion
feeling confident that some steps will be
taken by the government to assist us in
this mater.

Mr. Laurier—Mr. Speaker, the House,
I am sure, has listened with very great
interest to the remarks of my hon. friend
from Yale and Cariboo (Mr. Bostock) p

Mr. Casev thought it would be money

well spent to create some sort of a de-
partment at Ottawa for the dissemina-

It, I may say without exaggeration,

Awardea
Highest Honors—World’s Fair.

‘DR

POWDIR

MOST PERFECT MADE.

on the present condition of mining|A pure Grape Cream of Tartar Powder. Free
development in British Columbia, | from Ammonia, Alum or any other adulterant,

40 YEARS THE STANDARD.

Situated in the Alberni Mining District, on
‘Vlm_erﬁl Hill, and north of the Victoria Mineral
Claim,

Tuke notice, that we, George Rrown, Free
D};ner’s Certificate No. 86,311, and George Alan
Kirk, Free Miner’s Certificate No. 63,299, intend
G})da,vs from the date hereof, to apply to the
Gold Commissioner for a Certificate of Improve-
ments for the purpose of obtainiug a Crown
Grant of the above claim; and further take
notice, that adverse claims must be sent to the
Gold Commissioner and action commenced be-
fore tthe issuance of such Certificate of Improve-
ments.

Dated this August 29th, 1896.
(signed) GEORGE BROWN.
se3-2mo GEORGE ALAN KIRK.

Columbiz» Commer College,

Hastings Street, Vancouver, B.C.
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