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HOUSE: OF: ASBMLY.
Houge met at 1:30, p. m. The Speaker io
the chair;; .,

Members" present— Messrs. DeCosmos,
MClure, Trimble, Dickson, Duncan, Cars~
well, Cunningham, Cochrane, Ash.

.06t /THE ESTIMATES,

Admvinistration of Justice, continued, (ex~
elusive of establishments)—Contingent ex-
pense¥ of unpaid magistrates, $500. '

Mr.oDeCosmos moved ‘that the item be
struck out. . giin add pi b

Dr.’Helmicken said there must be some»
thing woted for this item. ' The  Justices of
the Peace were sent about from one place to
anothér’and- other 'expenses ‘were iincurred.
which“they would wot ‘pay out of their own

| ‘nation, and'od &
| was cartied:

~ Dr, Helmcken said a few words in explas
division the sum of $5,000
- Female”Hospital, $250-struck out. -

Poritk.—Clothing for Constables, $1,200."
' Mr, ‘DeCosmos moved that the item be
Btl‘ﬁc*ﬁlﬂ_'. ‘ T : 4' ';_ 1 a‘ ! “

Dr. Helmeken—OH no! the ¢lothes have
been ordered from England and are on their
way out. ' s
' Mr. DeCosmos said that the Police in this'
colony was " one of the grandest absardities
ever perpetrated in a new eountry. The at~
tempt was made by the late and seconded by
the present administration to make the police
a well-dressed regimental body. He urged
that the whole item be expunged and the
cloithgfg sold for what it would fetch 'on
arrival.

wear uniform to show that he was on duty ;
bnt: he wounld not vote such a sum’ as $12C0,
eonsidering ' that $1400 was voted last year
for clothing.

Dr. Dickson asked for explanation. If the:
amount was voted last year it was only keep~

pocket. He moved that it be $250.

On a'division the vote stood —Noes, De-
Cosmos, M‘Clure, Carswéll, Diokson. =" "~ -

Ayes;' Div Helmcken, Cunningham; Dun~
can, Cochrany. The chairman gave: the
ocasting vote in!favor of striking- the'item' oat.-

Reimbursement to 'Chief Justice for pas-
sage expenses from England, $750.

Mr. DeCosmos moved that the item be
struck out. In granting the .pension it was
stipulated that the late Chief Justice should
hold office’ until his suceessor arrived, and
when a . gentleman aceepts office on the un-
derstanding .that his pay was not to .com-,
mence until he took  office he could not
expect his expenses to be paid. He was not
disposed, to vote the amount out of genero-
sity.

ly)r. Helmeken thought ' the Il-_llonse (vivas

led to pay the amount. He read a
gesp?;gh ,f;'p:ﬁ tylgg. Duke of Newcastle on the
subject, of the appointment. i

hgfj;pq; .was strack.out nqammously.

EpugarioN. — School house, Nanaimo,
$2,000. : :

Mr.DeCosmos moved-a reduction to $1500.

Mr:Cunningham: thought it impolitic to.
reduce the amount, as it was insufficient as
it stood ito pay for the .school house ; there
were 230 children at Nanaimo-—the present
housev:would only accommodate. some 30
childrem:s ¢ <1 b ‘

Mr.| DeCosmos said -had it not-been;that a
sum had;been promised 1o the good people of
Nanaimo for.a school house and auinduce-
ment héld out to them' to subscribe among
themselves: towards- it, he woutd not under
the cirerimstanpes be in-favor of contribating
$1500,-but anybody conversant with building
in a néw scountrys wonld: knew. that $1500
would build a very good school house. Could
the couatry-afford it he; would vote 85900 or
$10,000 for ;school houses in Victoria and
Distriotiici < finoo i

Mr. MiClure thought $1500 ot:ght to suffice
at present, more might be voted by and bye
if wantedd osi0i0 ooniD) a

Dr. Helmcken considered $1500 sufficient,
a8 it did not ineludelinstruction.

Theimetion-was carried, Mr.Cunningham
dissenting. i Has

Repairsiand additious to buildings, $500 ;
redl;lced;}to $100::10q 'nfﬁ&"- slloob : :

ooks,: petty expenses; &c., . =

Mo‘:iktzg? l{dlr. plggammos to reduce the
item to $800 was carried. .

Rent of séhool houses, $1080. Amount
put ani-lost. 061 :

.Ayes: DeCosmes, M‘Clure, Cunningham,
Dickspn: i1q 1

Noeb,i:Ash, Helmcken. Cochrane, Dun~
ean, Carswell. A

Dr, Powell here entered the house.

CrARITABLE ALLowaNcEs—Miscellaneous,
$500.00 a5 ob: i

Dr. (Hélmeken moved that the amount be
paid to the orphan school.

Motion by Mr.. DéCosmos to postpone—
carried.l. . .

Hoé¥iraLs—Contribution to Victoria Hos-
pital, “82,600. ¢ ..

A nféssige’ from his Excellency was read
furnishisg a statement of the position, receipts

and ifdebtedness of the Royal hospital, and |.

infornfingithe hotige that the government had
not déemisd it advisable ‘to pay the balance
of $3000 due to the bospital. il
Mr“M’Claré commiented on_ the course:
pursuéd by the Executive in"assénting to the
payment of sums of money that could well
be dispensed with,’ while amounts that were
really indispensable were ignored.’ It was
almost incredible “f6 "him ‘how such urgent
claims as /those) of:thé chogpital, the public
schoolépanid:the’ fire: companies should have.
been neglected, while thousands of dollars
were-expended on a gubernaterial mansion;,
‘While forty thousand dollars or so were bor~
rowed to build Government Honse, the Ex-~
excujive did not dare to get into debt to re-
lieve;jnyolved hospitals and overburdened fire,
departments, (Hear, hear.) He ‘proposed
the aygount should be increased to $5000."
Dr;Helmeken said from pere_,c‘)fg'xl expe-’
rience he could say /that sthe indebtedness |
of the Royal Hespital was-as sfaled about
$3,000. During the yesr.one hundred patjents
bad been received, ,the daily cost of whom
was spyenty;five cents per head, The cifi-
sens and tradesmen had always behaved
most liberaliy towards the Committee ; meat,
provisigns,: &e.. o been, supplied at the
lowest rates, but difficulty had‘ always géeu'
experigaged: in, gettiog money. from, the Goy-
efgx:e%:. The 33,00'0'mwas due, from , last
year,.and;mus be paid;» He could not see
why the Kxecutive had refused to pay fhe,
$3,000, and he coincided with, the, remarks,
just wade, In adverse times the Hogpital re-
quiredimoge support, and ;85,000 was alto-
gether 3ao little. The Hospital surgeons had
charged moibi &tgv,.‘pmq;,se;mea, and _the
Compnittge would no looger bear the respon-
sibility of the debts on their own shoulde
In_masy, instances: the sick, patients, who
were supposed 1o eat very little eat a great
deal, and it ;was_really -nourishment more,
than medicine that. they . reguired, The

3414 5

3543

owo shoulder:

Hospital,authonties, did nﬂ‘nﬁs more ;han i

$5,000 forishe., present  year, and would do
the h%&bﬂ‘q)ogld with gat gsum,, f"'lf‘bG.Yf
werg:1qady.at,any, time to.Hand over the es- .
tablishment W&ho,;(ibquegﬁt required.

Dge Bawell $.befora, 50 large & sum.

ing iaith to disburse it:now.; But he under~
stood| clothing was on its way from 'England
for 20 ‘policemen  and Superintendent, also
for 90 convicts similar to what was worn in
England. : ' i ‘

Mr. Dancan said 'if that were so he would
not vote a cent.n The money if spent should
be circulated in the colony.

Mr. Dennes here entered the House.

Mr. M‘Clure thought the item should be
strnck out, as the police were shortly to: be
placed under City control:  The fact of the
Government having ineurred so ridiculous a
responsibility as the order from England
should not weigh with the House.

The item was referred to the Committee
on Finance. :
£ Fuel, water, and light—$500 ; reduced to

100.

Bedding—$50. Struck eut.

Arms and ammunition—$50 ; struck out.

Oceasional necessary employment of special
constables—$500 ; struck out.

Gaols—Provisions for 60 prisoners—$4818.
. On motion of Mr. DeCosmos all the items
under this head were postponed.

RENTS.

Ground rent of Government House —
$81 90.

Considerable discussion arose upon this
item.

Mr. Cochrane moved that the matter be
referred to the Finance Committee. There
seémed to be a difference of opinion amongst
honorable members whether the . lease was
a'perpetual one or not. . If, as some asserted,
atthe end of a number of. years the property
could be purchased at a fixed price, the
House had better know it at once.

The motion was carried.

‘ Reat of Harbormaster’s Office, Vietoria—
$330, ‘ ;

Dr. Powell could not refrain from express -
ing bis astonishment at this item, This House
had passed a resolution last year that this
office should be removed to, thq‘,(igv&rqglgﬁg
Buildings, and he was'surprised that the
Government should send the item down in
the estimates. ? 5
' “Mr. DeCosmos moved that immediate
steps be taken to remoye the harbor master’s
office and post office to some central and
more commodious situation.

“Dr, Helmcken thought the harbor master’s
office' was already ia the best place that it
could be in,

Resolution passed. s

The item for $330 rent, carried.

Rent of post office $330, carried.

Gapl at Nanaimo $100, carried.

Loek-up at Esquimalt $100, strack out.

Quarters for policemen in outlying dis-
‘triets. $500 ; struck out.

TRANSPORT.

Travelling ‘expenses of officers, police and
others on duty,"$1000. - ' - gl

Mr. DeCosmos moved that $250 be sub-
stituted ; earried. ]

Conveyance of prigoners $500.

On motion of Mr. DeCosmos $150 was
subatituted. .

MAILS.

Cofnveyanne of Mails between Vancouver
Island and San Franciseo $9,000. ‘

Mr. DeCosmos meved shat the sum of
$30,000 be substitated. :

Dr. Helmeken thought it would be rash to
grant $30,000. at. the . present . moment ;. he
',zvould aflvise waiting until; we know  what
‘contract the Government might make, it was
just possible the'work of earrying the mails
‘might eost us nothing ; it was time enough to.
‘'vote the money after we knew it was re-
"lni&led.Dha sorel YA \h: jﬁ e

r. DeCosmos sgid the Houge had already

ivoted a sum of ’%lg per tﬁ?}eand hzi; ‘alls |
thorised the Government: to effect a contract
to that, extent. The Government were not
obliged to expend the whole $30,000 if unne~
cessary, but the House should pledge’a suf-
ficient sum to secure the ebject sought.
. Dr. Ash thought that granting so large an
‘amount might “lead to' afi’ extravagant ex-
penditure,'when perhaps the mails might be
carried for a smaller sum if it 'was net known
.a large sum was granted.

...:Mr.” M‘Clare said be had gone into a
system of retrenchment in order that money
would be spared for urgent‘undettakings. He
supported the $30,000; becanse he wantedto
_provide: against: the: possibility of obtaining
-an inferior clags of, boat-rhe. wanted in fact
10 afford the Executive no excuse for making
7an imperfect arrangement, © 0 ¢

,Dr. Powell thotight ‘the' remarks of the
hbon/ junior membetfor' Metchosin “imiplied a
want -of confidence in'the: Govornment. He
_(If_)r; Py would:sapport the:grant of $30,000,
and, it 'was ‘presumed, of course, that the
Government . will - exercise - prudence and
eeonomy in the matter. .

€{,:A motion to postpane was lll:.‘l:t;: '§~30,QOO_ :

. ,/Between Victoria_and Esquimalt, $400 ;
A0 D R e W s e
Drs., "qi'mckbn,,,é h and Defines opposed:
Between Victoria' and Comox, -£5,000_
.Consideration postponed. e
Between_‘., ioteria and Sadnieh, $300;
aartied o T "o £

struek out. St 3 dae N M
., Between Victoria and New Westminster,
Bigiu’hx'cdlé%i&;,’ $1000; s“;ug ,mb‘-um'lgod.
., Between Victoria and Washington Ter-
,ﬁuory,'t?giféa States, $500. - f

4 Dr. Dickson said he would Ttise ‘to

of (was, voted the Hause
eyl S B L o
menfs, of fkhe . maf 7. an irresponsible.
Committee. He . no}ll ;‘sg ‘#;}z ¥ {og:;go‘:
the Committee, but they had nothing to sh
o the,House ofm ody of expenditare. .

Mr. Dunean thought a policeman should |

| pended on ‘the Saani¢h road through the

.| haye the double effect of

_ . Between Victoria and Sooke mines, $1000; |

to_this, matter. Not one ‘¢

this Government'for'“this service.

agh~
; was a fact. ;
"' 'Dr. Helméket said he was not langhing at
what the hqz.‘ gentleman had said, bat at the
| Patil Pry ‘manner in’ which information was.
bl‘onght befote the House: ' s
" 'Dt. Dickson said he would get informatiod

himself of ‘it, and it'would beliove some hon.

gentlemen to get more infotmation than they

E{ouessed before they gave their votes in the
ouse.  (Hear, hear and’langhter).

WORKS AND BUILDINGS.

General Repairs to Buildings, $1000.

Mr. DeCosmos moved . that the sum be
$150. Carried.
Fencing round Government Square, $750.
'Struck put. {i] . :

“Tdwer at Race Roeks Light House for Fog
Bell, $600. Struck out, ’

Fireproof Vault in Treasury, $800. Struck;
out,

Finishing Court. House at Leech River,
'$200.  Struck out, . :

.. ROADS, STREETS AND; BRIDGES.
Repairs of existing Roads, $1000.
Mr. Duncan moved that $5000 be ‘ex-

Lake Distriet.

Mr. DeCosmos thought the proper course
would be to tax the property of persons
through whose land the road passed. Such
custom prevailed in other countries and
worked well, | If the roads were bad in the
winter season' the farmers should bring in the
produce earlier. i

Mr. Dungan' thought the' system proposed
by the hon. senior member for Victoria ecity
might do well in 1890, but at present we had
undertaken to build certain roads, and 1t was
necessary that those roads should be com-
pleted. Besides this, $10,000 ‘were voted
last year for the road and only $1700 spent.

Mr. McClure said he would in'a few days
bring in  his bill' for granting munieipal
powers to'the districts. The odly way the
roads of the colony could be kept in proper
repair was to put the responsibility on the
people of 'the various“districts. ' This would
saving  the
pockets of ‘the ¢itizens of Victoria, who now
build nearly all the roads, and of making land
speculators pay their proper quota (héar, hear).
He hoped, therefore, the motions for the ex-
penditure of large sums on the Saanich road
would be withdrawn.

Dr. Helmeken' thought it a most absurd
idea, proposed by the senior member for the
city (Mr. ' DeCosmos).” Why the produce of
the farmers would all rot before they could
have it sold 'in the  market. ith' re-
gard to the idea of making ‘each district rex
sponsible for its own roads, it 'was equally
preposterous. ¢

Mzr. McOlure thought the ‘hon. the Speak-
er’s long residence in’'such places as Vancous
ver Island disqualified him - from giving 'an
opinion’ of what - 'was “done in‘enlightened
.coyntries (laughter).'' I all'the North Ame-
Figan Colonjes and in the’ Australian Colonies!
there "thtinicipal ‘aathorities 'who took
.charge of the rosds. In'‘some of the latter
colonies small grants were’ given by Govern-
ment to ‘assist the local road boards. © With
regard to the statément of 'the hon. member
for Lake (Mr,” Dubcan) ‘that the Execative
only spent $1700 out- of 'the $10,000 voted
last year, what guarantee had the'hon* mem~
ber that any sum voted this year would be
expended at'all? ' Municipal power was the
only thing that would’set this state of affairs
to rights. ‘ H

Dr. Helmeken thought if ‘the hon. junior
member for the'city had been recently sent
home to England that was no reason he
skould boast of his newly-acquired acquainta
ance with' enlightened countries (laughtez).

Mr. Duncan thought the hén. junior. mem-
ber for the city’s argument about voting
mopey that was ‘not spent might be applied
to nearly' every-item in the' estimates.

Dr. Dickson’s motion of $3000° was then
put and lost.

- :Messrs. Dickson and Cochrane only being
in-the affirmative. . + ( ' i

‘Mr. Dubcan’s ' motion>of $5000 for Lake
was also lost'by a large majority. } o

Mr. €ochrane’s motion -of $3000 to be spent
on the Saanich road, independent of locality,
was lost by the following vote : ey

‘Ayes—Cochrane; Dickson; and Helmeken
3). f :

,( )Noes-—Carewell. Powell, McClure, Dan-
.can, Dennes; DeCosmos: and Cunningham
15 :
(‘ \Dr. Helmeken moved that $300 be granted
to make a road from Cook’s to. Metchosin.
He only wanted a cheap road cut through
the brush:'to accommodate nine or ten settlers
who are now greatly inconvenienced for want
Dflt P& d8i) bas soi108 giioal:

Mr. Dennes-seconded..

Mr. DeCosmos :opposed.

Dr. Helmcken thought the bon. gentleman
did not know the'locality. He was aware
‘that the’ hon.: gebtleman ;was at Metchosin
last' year, but that~visit only resulted ' in a
benefit to the gentleman’s -health—nothing
more (laughter). The settlers in.question he
wab cerfain the hop, member did not. know.

“:Mr. DaGosmos—How do. you know ? ;

-Dr. Helmcken—Because they are not
voters (laughter).

Mr. DeCosmos maintained he was conver-
sant with thelocality and  knew the settlers.
., Pr. Helmcken—If. the hog, member knew
the locality and had been through'it, it must
bave been when he walked with the celebrai
ted bowie-knife between his teeth-{langhter),
for the place was one mass of brash:waod-: .

Mr. McClure thought if the: trail was so
easily ‘icut andithe: settlers ‘'were-so much ins
convenienced, it showed little :enterprise- on
their part to” ask the Government for so
small a sum as $300. UG A5y
" The motion was put and carried. . .

rane, Dennes; Cunningham. "
1]\Toes-a~DeCoamos, McClure, Powell, Cars.:

well. il 00018 oiov

. A motion of ‘Dr. Dickson togrant $2500

for the Burnside road was lost. o

Mr: Dennes moved that $1000 be granted

to build réads on Salt Spring Island.

Motion'lost.: . - -

Committee rose ‘and reported progress,

! 'House ‘adjourned to meet on Wednesday

atlpm. ' oo : |

v ExcﬁAquhrko Rospzey—It is.no misfor-
tune for'a nice young Iady to lose her good
.name, if a ‘nice ’you'bg gentleman gives her a

slate what be_ had stated last yesr in regard

nf was paid by |
ﬁ:z‘ lgga.idge_ntl:qen might “‘l;'m_gl‘l,v but |

Ayes=<Hgélmcken, Diekson, Dunean, -Oocb; :

cITY cou;y’cn..

Ge13 Moxpay, Jan. 22.
‘Oonneil -mét «at' 7 “pl my. “Present—His
Worship the, Mayer and, Gouneillors. Gowen,
A e o

7 RULEE 0P oRDERY 101

Mesars, Lewis and Hibbard, were appointed
a Committee to prepars certain’amendments
deemed necessary to the.rules of order. -
CHURCH RESERVE.

Pursuant' to a resolution of the Couneil
the Clerk read a report of the entite procegd«
ings in conuéction with the late Council and
the Church Reserve. . 0 " :

On motign of Mr. Lewis the report of the
Town Clerk, which he ‘At‘idughf&: very credit-
ablesto that, officer, was passed and ordered
to be entered on the misntes with a synopsis
of the anpexures, .. . .. | .., )

_Mr. Layzell asked His Worship to express
his views on this interesting question,

The Mayor said it would be out of order;
he zonlctii doso ’in?pn:’rmittgé"if desired.

motiop to go'into! Commiitiéé was passed
with cbﬁuamof‘%mf iiﬂ%‘l&hﬂﬁ. Fo

A leus,thfmsieb,ste.. ensued in which ‘most of
the councillors took part, " 7 0T

The Mayor thought the fencing in of the
Church Reserve a great evil, and referred to
the mode and purposes for which the Reserve
was originally granted by the Hudson Bay
Company, believing that ‘the: intention: was

a8 eertain rights bad been éxercized by other
bodies on the Reserve ; but the property had
without doubt been made over by indentare
with the consent of the Crown. His view
'was not merely that the City should contend
for the mere right of way, but for the prop-
erty itself or its equivalent, He certainly
‘would vote against assuming or defending
this suit, on the ground that it was brought
against certain individuals /and‘not against
the present Council. . ' He concluded by. ex.
pressing himself in, favor ) of presenting: a
petition to the House of Assembly praying
that that body, would protect the publie in-
terests of the citizens by taking measures to
secare the Reserve.

Mr. Lewis moved seconded by Mr. Gowen
that the following petition be presented to
the. House: of Assembly : [A. copy of the
petition, appears elsewhere.]

The ‘motion was carried, and on the Coms
mittee reporting . progress thq, petition was
adopted, Messrs. Layzell and Hebbard /inot
voting, and the Clerk was instructed to pres
sent the same, with the corporate seal at-
tached, to the senior member. for the City.

CHAIN GANG,-

In answer to an enquiry from Mr. Layzell
the Mayor stated that nothing farther bad
been received ' from the @overnor on the
above subject:.

EMPLOYMENT OF COUNSEL,

Mr. Hebbard introduced a resolution for
the employment of Mr. Ring tp act on behalf
of .the Council, . if necessary, until the Honse
of Assembly bad taken actien in. the matter,
50 asto prevent the case from going by de-
fault. ) f

Mr. Layzell seconded the resolution.

Mr. Jeffery senr.: said. the. matter was a
private one, or the late Mayor and Mr. Smith
could, not have;got their.names taken off, He
l\;v.i\mted Do Councillor to be  reaponsible for

im,

Mr. Gower said .the resolution. was a res
petition of what had been thrown out at the
last meeting,

Mr. Lewis was opposed to the step.

Op;motion being put Messrs. Hebbard and
Layzell voted for, and Messrs. Gowen, Lewis,
Jeffery sen. and,Jeffery, jun. against.

Mr. Lewis moved, seconded by. Mr, Gowen,
that. Mr. Courtney be rinformed . that the
Council is not aware of;, any action against
the Council.

;Messrs, Hebbard and Layzell here left the
board. ‘

The motion on being put was carried, and
the Coungil adjourned until Monday evening
at the usual hour.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, °

TuxsDAY, Jan. 23, 1866.

The Council met yesterday at 2 p.m.
Present—The Hon. Colonial Secretary (pre-
siding), Attorney General, Surveyor Gener-
al, Donald Fraser, H. Rhodes, ,

HAREWOOD. RAILWAY CO-

Petitions were read in favor of and against

the passing:of the Harewood Railway Ex-

after some discussion, it being thought by
some honorable.gentlemen that the bill after

a seleet committee. ,
it ake ! "DISTRICT COURTS.

by the Hon. Attorney General for creating
and extending: the jurisdiotion: of -district
courts was postponed in consequence of ‘the
was sought on certain points, = 7
'BILLs OF SALE Aor. 7

~ The Council went into' Committee on this
bill, the Hon. Surveyor General in the chair,
and after some diseussion the Committee
rese and reported progress. {s b

‘ POSTAL SERVICE BILL. ())(

The Council went into.Committee on this
bill, the Hon. Surveyor Genéral in the:chair.
. The. Hon.;Donald Fraser was not prepared
‘withent further:information ' as 'to postal re~
verae to adopt such elaborate and expensive
machinery as this bill-proposed. He was in

power to. regulatd the postal . system, but in

the present state of the Colony -he was op~

posed to further taxation being imposed.
The Colonial Seoretary maintained that

the bill was much needed. . At present there
was no power in the colony to colleet post~
ages. The letters that came into.the colany
wete the ; property ‘of; no. oge. but, went, into
the hands of the postmaster, who required
payment of 80, many cents beforg .he would
deliver them; In  England th_ez}foatmapter

=

letters and other offences, but no such,

( ffances, uch power
existed here. Wells, Fargo & Co. pai

should be given to collest, pos
Hon. Dooald ’F‘rguq';ﬁngx‘e):dl:%? 8 neces~

sity of a proper. postal aystem, but unless it

‘better one.

could be shown that postages could be col-

&8 o1 tioh of 5 Sfoanll 4iz/ VA
‘when and where he gould, and 'would avail MQn cpde o€ M. QoW 6 miver, Vil

‘the.second reading should be considered by;

absence of ‘the Chief Justice, whose opinion
inds an

outs
| ward bat not inward postage on gheir letters.
It 'was high time he thought.that power,

Lowis, Jeflary, Sen, Layzell, Hibbard, and,

o

not to setit-apart.for any particular Church, -

‘tenston:Act.  The bill. was read a first time |

The third readiog of the bill introduced:

favor of @ short: bill. giving the Gavernor -

the proposed: system.was not espebsive and

General bad power o prosacata for opeing.,

‘sembly.

10 state broadly, clearly, and”

.a letter'went ' from

iexperienged,a-sng

v days with greaf violence’ On

"morning last Mr, ' Samuel

‘at the above named pit, was seveicly cru
:bya portiop of the roof falling upon him,

.and was progressing favor

. the _
-and popular work of retrenchment.”

lected under this bill without additional ex«

pense tp 1ealony they, might be months:
over ﬂirm’ uﬁgnw | "P'v‘voqlc?nﬂt'
pass the House of Assembly.

. Hon. Attorupy:: Geperal - slluded to the

‘Royal prerogative as-to-the-carriage of lete

ters _and the Imperial POWaE; £0. enforce a

 colonial system.

Hon. D. Fraser replied that there was ne
fear of that, they wonld not be willing to in-
cur the expense attending,it, -

Hon, Strveyor General did not sec that
any expense was attached 1o the bill:

Hon, D. Fraser—A: Postmaster General
won't work for nothing. 6! ‘
... Hon. Col- Secretary argued that instead of
additional ‘expense 'the effect of the bill
would be'td increase!the revetue ‘materially.
The Express Company ‘would/not. be inter-
fered;with as jit was of great value to the
colony, but at present the Postmaster receiv—
ed;his instructiond from the Colonial office,
sometimes verbally, sometimies’ in writing,
and he thought it high time that the system
should be defined and, his wnstractions given
under statute, ‘

.;Hon, D." Fraser—If the Governor had the

power pf eontrolling postal ‘matters, it wounld™'

be:better for him' to'place ' the whole thing
in,the hqn\la of 'Wells, Fargo.& Co.

Hon: Ool, Secretary—It would be a hard
thing to make everybody pay 25 cents for &
letm. H : ’ ‘

Hon, D. Fraser—My only object is to save
expense ; I don’t want to be a week over a
bill that creates an office that has.to be paid
and ‘has no prospect of passing the As-
~ Hon. Col. Secretary Hoped the House of
Agsembly was: composed of reasonable men
who would see that the colony is too far ads
vanced to cootinue under rule of thumb.
The members “were all fully “aware of the
necessity for a better postal system. ;

Hon. D, Fraser thought.that if the Honse
of Assembly eould be gssured that the Post-
master General was not to have any increase
of salary there was some prospect of the bill
pa.g]ng_ Jo eias bas 00 €

Hon- Col. Secretary.1again explained that
there was no authority whatever under which
the poestal service.in this colony was regulas
ted. The "bill fhad ‘been’‘examined by the
Postmaster General in England ‘who wag of
opinion that it would fully ianswer thejpure
pose’ and work well. ; foR

‘Hon. Mr. Rhodeslthought that & gnaran-

l.tegithat no extra expense was 10 be incurred

was the only ‘way’to'‘enable the bill to suc«
ceed.in the Lower Honsejas they had before
thrown it out, withont a first reading,

The Hon. Colonial Secretary objected. It
looked like want of confidence to tie down
thevbands of ‘the’ Governor, who ktiew what °
the wishes of  the paople were."

Hon. Donald Frager:;said he, felt no want
of confidence jin the Governor whatever, If
he did he would say so boldly ; but he had a
want of ‘éonifideriée in 'the' resources of ‘the
country.' . :He would be verywserry to curtail
the working of government; but uoder the
present circumstances of the golony, the de-
pression’ in trade, and the valueless position
of real estate, it “was ‘His " duty - 'to oppose
everything an the shape’ of creating fresh
Government offiees or expen

The Hon. Colopial Secre

88204

tary was prepared
1 “distinctly that
it was|not the intention of the bill to saddle’
the country: with one iota of additional ex«
pense, 'but on. the contrary to.add materially;
to’the revenue. ;

Hon, Donald Fraser — Look at the firt
clause and ‘ say-if you believeit would be
sanctioned’ by the  House of “Assembly. It
creates an office, and a salary must be paid.

The Hon. Colonal  Seeretary maintained
that- although nominally ‘'a new office was
created, in point of fact " the office at present
existed. It was not a money bill, since no *
salary was mentioned;

Hon. 'Dénald Fraser—Then' why not ‘so’
express it in the bill? . .

The Hon. Colonial Secretary— Because I
think it is going too far, and looks like. a
suspicion of something wrong behind, The
House must have thrown the bill out before
under & -misapprehension: that it was creating
a new office. ., V.3 £ vil

‘A desultory cosversation ensued, in which
the.vHon." Colonial Secretary explained the
highly ridiculous working-of the postal sys
tem with Britiél Oolambia‘} ' informing the
Council‘that he' had  ‘been’ unable; after re«
peated ‘application’ to' obtain 'any of their
coloninl “stamps,” and, eondequently, when
this ‘to ‘the " other colony
it had to ‘be accompanied by ‘the money
wrapped up in a“piece ofpaper. -’ 4

The Committee finally rose’ and reported
progress, ‘and ‘the Council ' adjourned * till
Friday at 2'p.'m, bty o

Frox THE NorTH-The steamer Sir J ames.

Dougfﬁasg{Gsptaimﬂialhqwmﬁmd,yeétexduy NG

from 'Comox“and (Nanaimo/ She" reached ° ' -
the former place on Friday morning, having

Je -storm, which detained her -
atcNabaimo. Oo Friday evening the storm
commenced at Comox, and' ragéd for three

’  returning’ the
steamer had'to run iato-Deep! Bay for shelter
‘aod' lay. there’ with . two, snchors ‘:down.
Tkroughout, the entire trip (Captain D
states he never experie jced such wgl?l‘ekr’, :
but the ‘Sir James battled bravely-with ‘the
elements; We havé a copy of the Nanaimo

' Gazette of Manday, mhich appears in its ens; .

larged form, and, really &rgmls a most
creditable’ appearance. e : congratulate’
our progressive contemporary on its w pilil
growth ‘and ‘prosperity,

: . . .Xhe . weather Jast
vweek was colder in Nanaimo than it Kad'ever

been known before. The snow drift was in.
some parts of Front street fiva feel deep, and Al
the thermdr‘ix'ei’&]"’éh"l.’@’asdfa"y"§3d:_Wédhe’sdi1‘“
nights ranged from zero to 7 degrees below it. . s
Notwithstanding the inclemency of the
weather, "Mr. John Sabiston succeeded in.
having 140 tons of coal placed on board the
brig Ben Gairi'on Friday last,” On Thursday

: ,Wéﬂ‘di tou, ‘One -
of the employes of the ‘Victoria, 'l Com~
pany, whilst engaged in his avocatihn a3 miner
crushed

He was placed at once nnq}er medical care,
; ably. The Gaze%

fully|endorses the retrenchment policy of the
and‘adds : ?”‘W'ith“

majority of the Aisem‘lﬂ? ad V
such a testit 10’ poibt to‘they can well afférd

10 put . up with the tannts- and- sneersof s

few pretenders to political acience who arent; -
present endeayoring, both jnside a
Hatse, to impede ‘them ‘in theiy great

side and outside , - . -,




