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FELLOW COUNTRYMEN,— -

* Compelled by the convietion that it is my duty to aid in
rescuing the Country from a disaster which menaces it, I
have accepted the leadership of a party in opposition to  the
present Government, tendered to me by the unanimous vote of
a public meeting held in this City on Saturday.night last, and
I respectfully request your support, by your votes, for the can-
didates of the Opposition party.

THE CONTROLLING COAKER INFLUENCE.

Nominally, Mr. A.-E. Hckman is the leader of . _the . new
temporary. Govesnment, but,-actually, Sir ‘William Coaker, is
its creator-and its master; and he will be°u!dre supremely in
control of public affairs than he has been at any previous time,
if the new Government be ‘supported by you at. the coming
general election. Not a member of the Cabinetiis known as a
personal supporter of the Premier, and he is surrounded at the
Council table by men created politically by “the big boss.” All
the Ministers in charge of departments,.except-one, are inst_ru-

ments of the autocracy which Sir William Coaker has prac-

ticed for years, and now seeks to make all-powerful. The dis-
tribution of seats in the Cabinet, and of departmental offices,
bears indelibly the marks of ‘this design, for, except in an in-
considerable degree, representation therein is demied to all the’
people between Baccalieu, South about, to Cape Ray, and
power and patronage have been: handeg Qyer as ;far as. pos:=
sible’to dxstrlcts thought by the Coikentes 5 be: subserwent
to them.

The prxnclfﬁes of a represenfatlve Assembly and respon-c

sible Government, f&*whlch your  forefathefs FTéught “and:
suffered, “Government of themople, by,the ‘people, for the
people,” the very essence of Libei m, Have been set at
naught of late years by the autocracy @reated and exércised
by the Master of the Government, Sir William Coaker. He

' has controlled the Assembly by delegates of his own creation,

and the Government by the seats at the Council board of his
subservient tools. He has sustained his power by the - direct
and indirect expenditure of publi¢ money, extorted from the -
people at large by grinding taxation. He has used the money
of the many for the benefit of the favoured few, and he now

. seeks an opportunity to dip his hands still more deeply into

the public treasury to maintain that control which he sees
tottering to a fall, and which you can end forever by your
votes for Opposition candidates.

THE ACUTE ISSUE.

This, therefore, is the really acute issue presented to the
people for solution at this juncture—Shall the - mis-govern-
is-conduct, the tragedies of the past'few years,
be duplicated imdér the sinister control which*has worked so
much harm?-Sh kerism, naked’ and unashamed be
permitted to control angd-te increase its control over our pub-
lic affairs, or shall a chaige be wrought fof the people" It is
time for you to-decide this byNgour votesfor- the men who
carry the Opposition banners, or for those who are ‘put for-
ward in the-name of Hickman, but are the chosen : tools of
Coaker. ‘It it time for a change,” and the opportumty to work
it is yours.
I am no plausible, professional politician, no ~writer of
pleasing promises intended™p corrupt an electorate, but a
plain main of business, meaningwhat I say, and trying to say
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whatlmeanmawnyyouwmunderstand,mdm view es-

pecially of the condition of public affairs, and of the trade’ of
the Colony, I shall not follow recent ¢ ;

you for your support in a Mamfeato ul

shall, on the contrary, endeavour to state, SiT :
estly, the policy which I shall aim to éarry out if entrusted by :
you with the Government. It has Ween well expressed 'as .
“Clean up; Keep clean and a Square deal for AlL”

THE HOLLIS WALKER ENQUIBY
e pubhc Enquiry which has been so_well begun, and,

»

-has redylted in.such startling revelations, shall be promptly
and vigorously continued to the end. The Liguor Control .

Pit-prop and kindred questions have not been probed to the-\. :
bottom, and, obviously, :will not be so probed if the present

Government. be sustained, its. dominant .members  having -

been too closely connected with those matters to permit us to
hope that they will ever allow the whole truth to be told. Im- '
partial justice shall bé meted out to those evil-doers whose
misconduct shall be disclosed by the“Enquiry. / i
Speaking for the Government, the “Advocate” promises

‘“a thorough'cleansing of scandals such as were revealed - by
the Walker Enquiry.” But these scandals concerned matters
" largely originated by the hypocrites ‘in ‘whose " name’ this
promise of a clean-up is made. Members of the present Gov-
ernment sat in the seats of the mighty when all the evil
things referred to were being done, and they were privy to,
and partners in, the doings of most of them. Can—“The
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth”—ever be
expected, for instance, from any  enquiry conducted by a
Coaker Government"

THE VITAL INDUSTRY.

’[‘he. fisheries will ever be the mainstay and greatest cons

cern of the people of this Country. Everything that = can

minister to the prosperity of the fisherman should be: unders*"

taken I am- personally favourable to a bounty wupon fish
caught, believing that the stimulating effect would abundant-
1y ‘repay the expenditure. . How large such a bounty should
depend upon the financial condition of the
. -country,-and how '} shotld be paid is a difficult. question re-
quiring investigatioh; but I promise that if my party be re-
turned to power, a bounty shall be glven, commensurate with
the ability of the country, and in a manner best calculated to
benefit the fishermeén. Theyfand I are in business together;
they to catch, T to export. If thgy prosper, I prosper. If
their energies and rewards d se, so will mlne We should
work together for the commoh gdod. This'is’ a fisherman's
paradise, and we should all wopk tbgether for the good of each

other.

“Steps for the rehabilitation and encourag'ement of the
fisheries” are promised by the Government whose master and
ief members, by the infamous Fishery Regulations of 1920,
is- country.

Coaker enforced these Regulations, and Hickman aided their

destruction, after they had almost wholly ruined us, and
Hickman has ever since been denounced by the men who now
seek a renewal of power under the cover of his name. Who is
to dictate the fishery policy of the new Government? Coaker
or Hickman? ‘Having regard to the dominanée of the former
in the Cabinet, can there be any* reasonable doubt that Coaker
will be able to impose upon this country some policy equnlly»
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dmpsttous with the notonous Flshery Reg'ulatlons, if by your =

votes you mve ‘his party power to do so?
ECONOMY AND RETRENCHMENT..

Tbe condi ion‘of public finances is very bad. I fear that
it is worse than is generally known. Public expenditure must
be drastlcally reduced.. The Customs. Tariff requires re-.

mangement with a view especially to encourage the pros-

utlon -of the ﬁshenes The cost(of the public service must
) ue nd ‘efficiency lncreased It would be worse than

reformlng zeal. and energy, could wisely decide the diree-

"tlons in which reform should be undertaken. 1 promise that,

if given.power, I shall cause a careful investigation  to. be
-made into the way in which improvement can best be made

#*in the financial methods of the country, and I shall enforce a
““policy of wise economy and retrenchment.

- The trappings of Government are too costly. There are
~too many unearned salaries. Sessions of the Legislature are
‘held too late in the year, and are unnecessarily long, while

" the pay of the members.is greater than their work deserves, .

..or the Colony can afford. In all these matters a great reduc-
U tion.in cost, and an increase in the quality and quantity of the
work done, should be made. ;
" “Rigid retrenchment and tHe utmost economy” is prom-
ised for the Government by the “Advocate” on the authority

of the greatest spendthrifts ever in office. The unbridled
é waste of public money since 1919 was chiefly due to Sir Wil-

liam Coaker and his satellites in' power. The mere mention of

road-building or pitprop cutting, of fish-buying .and salt

, 4 scandals, will serve to remind the public that the wicked
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waste of past years is not chiefly due to the men upon whom,.
' by insinuation, the Government now seeks tocast the blame;
’but in the main upon the hypocrites now in office, who rifled

| the publi¢ treasury when in office, and' seek a Jonger lease -of" _

power to complete the career of looting.
OTHER INDUSTRIES.

The Pulp and Mining industries are capable of expansion.
The former does not seem te need stimulation, only considera-
tion and encouragement; Dyt Mining is not giving the em-
ployment the mineral resotxces justify. Earnest enquiry

should be made by qualified pe¥sons how best to encourage
the development of mineral resources, and I promise the ap- .

pointment of a committee of qualified men to enquire and re-
port upon this matter. In this connection I cannot but- re-

mark upon the disquieting reports that come from the Hum- i

‘ber enterprise as to the non-employment of Newfoundlanders

_"upon work which they can do as well as others, and to which 4
they are entitled. If these reports be true, or if, in any sense

“of degree, injustice is being done to our people, ‘a remedy

““should be at once applied.: All labour necessary to the develop- ."

ment of the resources of this Colony should be given to its
people. They should be well-paid and . well-housed. The

proﬁtable employment of our workmen shall be with me a

Zprime. object, and I will not tolerate anything less than a. fa.lr
deal to all ; » 5

PROHIBITION ACT.

Open, gross and continuous violation of the Prohlbltxon
Act have prevxuled for years. As admmlstered the Act 18 &

{
!nldo the My wouid have removad i “In one case &n evening h‘ock v
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profitable only to.law-breakers of various kinds and degref
‘it is the cause of smuggling; boot-legging and other formg}
law-breaking. Considered all in all; the conditions it ha
ated are worse than those it was intended to suppry
peaking about this matter for the Government, the “Agy
cate” says:—“As the law is, so must it be enforced. The g
alternative is the alteration of an unpopular law, when
‘people demand it. That is the position of the Coaker-Hickn;
party.” But the men on whose authority this thing is g
have had power for many years, during all of which time th
ave conspired at the violation of the Act, and the evily
sults which are mourned to-day are chiefly due to their nj
econduct or neglect.. Now, declaring that the Act is unpyy
ular, they would throw upon the people at large the hurig
of demanding its repeal; at a referendum of course. Butw
should the great expense of such a vote be “incurred for
mandate to repeal a law admittedly unpopular and ineffectiy
the enforcement of which has long been openly abandone
How could the people intelligently and prudently vote tox
peal a measure in ignorance of the alternative measure why
might replace it? No such cowardly and expensive exped
Shall be resorted {o by any Government I may led( If e

e repeal of the Prohibition -\cf. and

tive measure, shall be introduced in
the Legislature, and be Yeferred to a joint Committee of b
Houses, before which Representative people shall have i
opportunity to express their views fully and freely; and |
shall hope to thus be enabled to procure the enactment off
satisfactory law upon this important matter.

WEST INDIAN SERVICE.

It has been proposed by Sir Wm. Coaker that a subsil

hal be given to a line of steamers operating between thi
Colony and the West Indies. That proposition has beend

sed, and” reJected as expensive and useless; by all competen
thinkers ot prejudiced in its favour, or by improper motive

" Messrs. Coaker and Hickman have an axe to grind in thg

Smatter, by a scheme to acquire and operate the steamers, and

the great cost of that scheme they will impose upon you, bt

ncreasing your taxes, unless you resolutely forbid it by dg

feating their candidates.

!
This is a time when what/ has been done should be

& galled as a guide for our foot/steps in the future. “Shall w

ave the old bad Governmeryé, at the hands of those w ho gave
£, or a better Government 4t the hands of new men ?"—is i
* question ‘demanding an answer at your hands. Shall out
course be downward or upward? Shall the Colony sink bes

‘neath a load of incompetency and corruption, or go onwirg

nd upward to a better, happier day? The torch of progres
has been placed in my hands, and T have accepte trust
th your help I shall keep it flaming, so long as I r your
leonfidence and the power which you shall confide to me. Up®
ose who demand a thorough cleasing of public life, and @
“effort to clean up, to keep ¢lean, and to give stable go ernment
o this country, I make a claim for support, and if that si
port be freely and strongly given, I promise the devotion of
ny energies to the service of my Country.
2 {Sgd.) W. S. MONROE.

St. John's, Nfid.,, May 14, 1924.
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