severity u)on herself,
"tmnttsnm-ummﬂ."

' she would say to herself, with dum(!-

ing bitterness. “I have no oné else to
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OHAPTER XLVL

“Life is nothing but broken dreams.
Al, Lady Clanronald, those are happi-
est who live ueither in the past nor
in the future, ncither in dreams nor in
hopes, but in the present!”

Lady Clanronald did not wear her
heart on her sleeve for such as he,
and was certainly not to be caught by
auy ciaptrap sentiment. He might try
to test her as he would, he could
never sound the depths of her charac-
ter. Ho might as well have tried to
fathom the depth of the ocean with a
six-foot line. She seemed to know in-
stinctively that he was watching her,
that he was endeavoring to discover
the secret of her life, and she closed
more proudly and resolutely the door
of her heart against him.

“Have you solved your problem,
Captain Egerton?” asked Lady Shafto
that evening.

“No; I am further from the solution
than ever. You might as well ask me
it I could catch the shadows that fall
and shift by moonlight on the lake.”

Lady Shafto smiled. She had a far
clearer perception of what manner of
woman Diana was than this man of
the world had.

“I have a faint idea,” she said, “that
it will be useless for you to make
any further study in that direction.”

“It is always allowable to study
one’s friends, and to discuss them,”
replied Egerton, in his careless easy
manner. “Ever since I have been here
I have sought to find out why a wo-
man like her should have married my
old friend.”

“And you cannot?’ she said.

“1 cannot,” he confessed.

“1 aslo have failed,” 'said Lady

——— & s ——

‘—-ud that is, she did not merry him

for love.”

“She did not want money, eithor;
and I should say that she had a choice
ot titles. There must have been some
particular reason for her selecting
Clanronald.”

I wonder,” sald Lady Shatfto, “why
you take such an interest in the mat-
™

“For my old friend’s sake, to begin
with,” answered the captain, “and, to
end with, for my own.”

The doubtiul smile on Lady Shatto’s
face annoyed him,

“You think it is tme wasted?” he
said. !

“I do,” she replied, significantly.
“Lady Clanronald 1s not a womaa
who will ever condescend to flirt; she
is far too proud and too stately.”

“You may also add too cold,” said
the captain.

Lady Shafto smiled again.

“I like speaking in allegories,” she
said. “The sunflower opens its heart
to the sun, not to the moon or the
stars.”

And Captain Bakil Egerton had to
unravel that riddle as best he could.

CHAPTER XLVIL

Who could tell the story of Diana's
repentance and remorse? Who could
describe her anguish, her shame, and
her despair? Before the honeym66n
had terminated, Diana, Lady Clanron-
ald, admitted to herself that, so far
as she knew the world of men, there
was in it no character so despicable
as that of the man she had married.
She had made at the beginning some
faint effort te check the display of his
vices. If he said anything glaringly
false, mean, or out of place in her pre-
sence, she rebuked him; buf, as the
rebuke led generally to a volley of
bad language, she soon learned to
pass by such things in perfect silence.
When she came face to face with the
deadly truth, and recognized the fact
that she was to spend the remainder
of her life with this man, that there

Shafto; “but I am certain of one thing ; was no escape, no reprieve, that her

blame.”

The passionate heart beat in futile
rebellion; her whole nature jarred and
was out of tune. There was nothing
for it but submission. So the Diana of
Fernass died inch by inch, day by day
—yet not without a struggle. Some
women who find themselves unhappi-
ly married seek forgsttulne'u in rest-
less, reckless excitement; others én-
deavor to win admiration, flattery, and
distinction; while there are those who
try to drown their misery in a course
of dissipation, drawing down upon
themselves shame and degradation be<
yond words, and by a wretched life
preparing for a still more wretched
death.

Diana tried various means of consol-
ation, but found none. She was proud,
deflant, and imperious; she refused
openly to obey her husband’s unrea-
sonable demands. She showed unre-
servedly her contempt for his faults;
she showed still more openly her want
of love or even respect for him.

But Lord. Clanronald overcame her
opposition by mere brute force. He
knew how she detested the idea of
their disputes and quarrels being
known to the household, and his meth-
od of retaliation was to shout at her
loudly in the presence of her servaats.
Proud Diana could not endure that;
anything rather than looks of sym-
pathy and pity on faces that should
wear nothing but respect! Her hus-
band had been quick-witted enough
to find out that, and it was one of
what he called his “methods of man-
aging her.” Diana, who raised her
head and looked at him deflantly when
they were alone, proud Diana who
would not have winched Fad he helfl
a knife to her breast, shuddered and
cowered when a volley of bitter, hor~
rible words was poured out in the pre-
sence of servants. It was a terrible
humiliation.

So, day after day, the weariness of
her life ingreased. It might have been
so different, the days of “sunshine
and roses” might still have been with
her, and life made tenfold more joy-
ous by the love of him she had ban-
ished forever., She had thrown away
her happiness in order to be revenged
on two women whom she disliked.
Lady Cameron did not suffer much;
Evadne had suffered more. But she
herself had paid for her.questionable
triumph by the misery of her whole
life.

“When she reflected on the terrible
mistake she had made, that she was
bound to a man whom she could never
esteem, like, or even respect, she felt
stunned and helpless under the crush-
ing weight of her own migery. She
grew thin, pale, and languid; the ro-

‘i bust health which had never failed

her before could not withstand the
constant and ever-increasing strain
upon it.

What could she do—on which side
seek comfort or cblivion? She was too
yeung to take life philosophically, too
impetuous, too much in love with life,
to be able to forego all happiness in it
at once, She had not yet suffered
enough to induce her to throw herself
on the mercy and pity of Heaven.

‘When the honeymoon was ended and
the visitors had dispersed, she longed
for the forgetfulness that excitement
brings. She thought that, if she could

{-only occupy herself both night and

day, she could deaden the pain that
was wearing away her heart,

“I should like to go to Paris” she
said to Lord Clanronald, when the end
of June found them once more alone,

A terrible deadness had fallen over
them, now that the last of the guests
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was In part paid to him; but after a
time he became jealous of it.

“In a short time I shall have no
name and no station of my own left,”
he said. “I shall be known only as
Lady Clanronald’s husband.”

It had been arranged that they
should remain in Parig until the Lon-
don season began, and then they were
to 'go te Lord Clanronald’s town, re-

sidence, Rinehill House, for the sea-}

son.

The remainder of that year passed
like a dream to Diana. Husband and
wife were rarely together. His time
was spent in drinking, in playing billi-
ards, in any kind of amusement or
dissipation that came in his way, hers
in one round of gayety and pleasure.
When they met, it was to disagree and
exchange hard and bitter words.

“The fact is,” Lord Clanronald would
say, “you are so flattered by what these
foolish Frenchmen say about your face
that you want some one to speak a few
rough truths to you.”

“If that be the case, no one can
speak such truth better than your-
selt,” Diana would answer.

With his denser intelligence, ke
could not always follow Diana's scorn;
but, with thesé angry feelings grow-
ing on either side, it was plain that
the gulf petwcen them widened day
by day. As love brings love, so dis-
like creates: dislike, A woman of in-
ferior nature, of meaner soul, of a low-
er type of character, would have been
much more suited to Lord Clanronald
~—would, in all probability, have made
8 better ‘man of him.
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NOT READY.

WASHINGTON, Nov. 17.

b conference of the wage scale
hittees in the central competitive |
hinous coal fields was postpomd»
v at the request of the operators, ‘
were not ready to submit counter
bsals to the  demands received

the miners « Saturday. In thej
time a committee of operators)
raming a reply.

A WEEK’S “REMAND.”

PARIS, Nov. 16.
p supreme council yesterday de-
upon the terms of its reply to|
ounmanian note. Roumania will |
a2 week in which to respond to
ouncil’s communication.

ELECTION RETURNS.

PARIS, Nov. 17.
nplete returns from twenty-seven
tments in which there were 110
Hies to be elected show the Radi-
ocialists carried only ten seats.

ESTHONIA SAYS HALT.

COPENHAGEN, Nov. 16.
Esthonian Government, accord-
p the Reval correspondent of the
hal Tidende, has decided to dis-
Gen. Yudenitch’s army if it
Bs the Esthonian frontier.

FFERING A COMPROMISE.

WASHINGTON, Nov. 16.
tctor' General Hines to-day sub-
i to representatives of the four
Yy brotherhoods an increascd
' Scale amounting approximately
ee million dollars a month. It
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