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“It is the unexpected that thap-
pens,” he said. *“You know that old
saying, Miss Flake. The marriage
has happened—fcrtunately for me.

As for the rest, it is under the rose” |eres grew tender when they rested |

—he took a rose from a crystal dish
near him and put it to hi
til my lady herseif shall choose
tell the story.”

to

Nina heard him. as she stood near
by, the center c¢f a little group. She
teiegraphed fo him a single bright,
approving glance. Slhe admired
grace with which he had parried the
ill-bred curiosity of Miss Flake.: His
coolness put her ease. She was
sble to throw oOff nervousness
she had struggled to hide.

But Lee saw that the color flut-
tered mto her face whenever the

f door-bell rang. and she watched the
‘door expectantly. ¥ !

at her, her

tae

at

the

Presently, as he lcoke:
face grew suddenly radiant. He
guessed the cauze of the transfigur-
aticn, even before he saw that Floyd
Grafton had entered tiie room.

The young man dressed with un-
usual care; he locked exceedingly
hapdsome. A silence feil on the
the company. All eyes were upon the
new arrival he his way to
the side of

made
ess.
he had
bride—every
that
time before

Every one knew
the suiter of the
had heard the report
jilted her a short
marriage.

“Confound the
tered to himself.
till the rcom was
tc this trial?”

He watchid
stood the fire
eves gallantly.
first without
sciouzness,

ti:at Jeen
one
had

their

he

Lee mut-
did wait
., and put her

fellow!™
“Why

fall

he

her 1
of
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an usly. She
all

curious
Floyd at

any

these
met
betraying
with the
welcome, and the hanid
friendly touch.

He was to blame for the tellt
flush and droop of the lids that came
the next instant. It seemed to
that he purposely held her hand lon
er than necessary, and bent an ader
ing look upon For a
she forget prudence and all but him
She kindled res under that
elect lcok and 1

People glanced at each other.
stiil r old flame!

whispered ccr the

he
con-
smile

usual of

put out for a

her. second

nsively

ucl.

“She he
vwas the
vaspeken thought.

Probably, now
she will take him as
vant—true
you know,”

Nina did
ing said or
v excired

loves
‘nt or
married,
cavalier ser-

she
aer

her Spanish blood,
said
not
thought about her
and happyr. Her
at high tide tonight

the long
like
face vivid
Guickened fancy.

She

be-
She
spirits

realize what

was
as

were a reac-
Her
her

and

tion from
eves

depressicn
shone splendid

with

stars;

was emotion

and there, all
and sparkle. She
happy. Were not

3 not

moved here

1

v

ndness, grace,

thour
dox
lov
here at

He Kept by her

nding over her whlile played,
showing himself familiar with all
her favorite pleces, and singing with
her a tender little lyri whica !
hsd selected.

It seemed to Lee that
ing all this purposely
power over the won
ried another man, through pique
jealousy, as he seemed to wish
make every one believe.

“He is a thoroughly selfish
Farry said to himseif. “He
care a fiz about prezerving the repu-
tation of the woman he expects
marry. It's only her money
after. I'd like to flatten that
cian nose of his!" added the
husband, his hand clinching
watched the maneuvers of
Craften.

Catching
knew by its that was
feeling toward this
gay and easy younz gentleman who
was making himself the center of
attraction in the parlors of his form-
e1 flancee.

To do him justice, it difficult
for him not to be conspicucus. Many
women, and not a few men felt, If
they did not acknowledge, the charm
of his peculiar face, with languid,
sea blue eyes and full mouth, petu-
lant and passionate. There was a
fascination for wonien in man-
ner—half-caressing, half-indifferent,
and with a touch of disdain.

It manaer directed to
Nina that exasperated Lee. It con-
veyed subtly, intangibly, the idea of
familiarity and possession
carelessly regarded.

“Why does not Miss de Vasco—
Who is prideaitself to others—notice
and resent that man's manner to
her?" thought Lee, He ought to
have realized that Nina saw noth-

itlecsly

as

all bIs sweDt

true to
her side?

Ler not

1 the time,

she

c e

he was do-

to ow his
n who had mar-
or

to

cad,”
doesn't

to
he is
Gre-
legal
as he

Floyd

Mrs.
expres
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sfon

ild's eye, he

she

the same way

was

his

was this

rather

ing to take exception at In her lov-

er's manner. Love-blind, she was
intensely happy in his presence and
in the thought that they were recon-
ciled, that he had forgiven her for
misjudging him, and for putting that
dreadful gulf between them, which,
however, the law could bridge.
She was making an
oi the
wronged, as she belleved, and who
had magnanimously forgiven her.
Absorbed in her devotion, and un-
able to realize that she was some-

injured hero

lips—"un- |

lover whom she had bitterly |

| Fody’s else v;ife, she lost. sigit of | Lride-groom apartments half an hour‘{

‘prudeure. and gave po thought to
i(-urious. suspicious eyves that follow-
ed her flashing movements, and not-
€d how her face softered and her
on Floyd Grafton.

Harry did his best to
!from the moment her
| ness provoked.
he interposed himself between her
land Floyd. He kept beside her,
calmly disregarding the little frown
!m haughty impatience she gave him
| sometimes, and the covert insolence
| Floyd's manner.

At lenzth, Floyd

shield
thoughtless-

| ot
managed to get
Ier to himself in a curtained recess
lot the room. Harry watched him,
_bending over her in Lis adoring fash-
ion, talking lecw as he plaved care-
‘lessly with the roses at her belt.
GOthers were glancing toward the
cerner, and exchanging looks of well-
bred significance. A sweet-faced old
lady with lovely gray hair approach-
and said:
Lee, 1 wizh
to
Old
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ed Harry,
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song
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that
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would get
old

for
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‘The
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it. and I always claim
ner as a treat. 1 brougzht
on a farm. you see, and | can
preciate ‘The Old Oaken Bucket'™
“I «ill ask ner to sing it,”
id

sing sweet
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me.
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from
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“You
are acting a little too r.” The
rext instant she remembered that
e, 100, had a part to play, and sie
called up celd it was
—to her lips. But she did not speak
at first.

oo | promised that
sing for her,” Harry went

“The devil you
Floyd, below his

He had frowned fiercely when Lee
first spoke, but Harry
tention to him.
Nina hesitated.
lady of high
her circle. [
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breath
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glanced appealingly at
Send her word jou cae't
You are really not in gzood voice to-
night Then yeou will
for the chorus, and 1
murmured Floyd.
Harry smiled cooly,
“No need to worry,
e said. *I think Mrs,
able to manaze the
t¢ please her friends
estimable aid of your
Nina!™ he broke off, ir
extending hand.
he gave him a look of
her expression
She knew there
her. She
forcing a

Floyd
sing
need
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to that,”

Lee will
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without the in-
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with
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“Oh, it doesn't
ed lightly,

defiance,
changed instant-
were many

controlled
smile,

and
glancing
murmuring something

eyes

herself,
her hand
moved away
Floyd
deprecat-

gave
husband
him,

back at

matter,"
tone conveyin
disdain “I simply dislike to
you do yourself injustice—as
you will,”

It lcoked at
‘\\UT!]S

he answer-

]

g

sulky
have
I fear
first as
would prove true. Wuen sne
began to sing her voice was nusky
and uncertain. All
voice joined itself
sweet tenor, She
surprised. Harry stood by her,
singing with her. “The Old Oaken
. Bucket” was a favorite of his also
|His voice, if a little uncuitivated,
was infinitely deeper and richer than
Floyd's
The song
ed, and
praised.

though hi

at once another
to hers—a rich,
looked around

was vigorously applaud-
Harry's tenor was greatly
He looked around for
Floyd, he had slipped out of
the Mrs. Child was delighted.
Nina gave herself to her guests, and
was charmingly entertaining; but
Harry felt the under-current of cold
displeasure toward him in her man-
ner. As soon as the last of the com-
pany had taken leave, she said
him:

v not detain
‘l suppose you are as weary as I am.
1 wish you good-night,” with a little
dismissing wave of the hand as she
' sank back on the lounge.

“I foresee lots of disagreeable
clashing,” thought Harry, as he
ismoked a cigar his bachelor-

but
room.
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in
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the cnly person I know |

| was

{ later. “Why

’lrma at. once?
!('h ds about it.”

' CHAPTER XI
The reception was a

]\ hat followed during ti:e
two weeks.

They were the weeks preceding
I.ent, and, as usual, any amount of
gayety was crowded into them by
the social pleasure lovers, who seem
determined to get their fill of frivol-
'ty before the season of
cume round.

Teas, receotions, dances,
parties, musicales, were the
of the day, and of the night. The
heiress-bride and her husband had
'nvitztions showered upon them.
They were rirh, attractive and newly
married, and there was surrounding |
thtem a ljttle rosecolorgd halo of
romance, with just a shade of doubt
and vague suspicion about it, enoughL
to stimulate curiosity, and make
i people lcok for some kind of drama
in which the two, or the three—
rather—for Floyd was always with
them—would be the actors.

I'll speak to Mrs.
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Nina had determined
until Lant began. She |
couid not bear to go away and
leave Floyd Lere in the midst of the
social whirl. There were only a
few more weeks of the season. She
would enjoy these to the utmost.
She would reve! in the happiness
bestowed by the presence of
lover, and the knowledge that
was reconciled to her and would
soon claim her his own.

With all the intemsity of her tro-
pical nature she threw into
the plecazares theose charmed
dh_\'s brought to her. She seemed to
lose i cf prudence, to
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evcke from
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have felt
for Flcyd if he could have be-
that he realliy loved Nina
do he?" questioned ll.xrr}"
“1 kuow lied to her;
certainly engaged to Ada.
love Miss de Vasco the
and was it cnly and
as that him
3 there a baser |
not any

cne

eveln a sym-

te he
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Did he
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all
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for
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quite
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love more

or he be

of her
“He
she should herself.
and exacting; but that
proof of selfish passion, not love.”
] was certainly pealous of Ni-
If he had dared,

good hought
willing that

He

seems
betray is
jealous is
vd
na's legal husband.
he would have been insolent
him when 1 came between them;
but a look flashed at him from Har
ry's expressive had warned
him to be civil. forced him-: |
self to treat the young man, when |
in ccmpany, with consideration
he was far from feeling. He knew
it was best Nina's sake that
Floyd should appear in the light of |
a mutual friend.

But when

o

€

eyes
Harry

a

for

they were alone,
took pai to conceal his con-
tempt for the handsome Floyd, who
revenged himself by poisoning Nina's
mind against him.

When Harry had tried to warn her
against being imprudent, Floyd
sneeringly misinterpreted his mo-
tives to her, and made her believe
that the man she had married in
name was trying to assume in reality
the role of lord and master.
| One evening, after a dance, when |
Harry had accompanied her into the
hall, and was about to leave her, he
!sald a few words of cauticn ‘
She listened in silence,
| tiny satin glippered foot
on the rug. When

Harry
no

to her,
tapping her
impatiently |
he finished, she |

doesn’t she go to Da-|
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The Wretchedness
of Constipation

theatre- '
order !

lcoked up and said, coid
“Pkase do not trouble yourzelf ca
my account any more. You are nct
at all responsible for what I chcose
o do.”
Then bowingz laughtily,
him befcre he could repiy.
So it will appear that Harry Lee's
position as lezal
titul rich
roses.

she left

husband to a beau-
woman was not a bed of
CHAPTER XII

Matters at length came (0 a crisis.

One evening Mr. and Mrs. Warrinz-
ton Lee were going to a musicale at
tlie home cf Mrs. Pierson. Floyd
was supposed to be out of town. He
had been called away cn
S0 aad written to Nina the day
before—and Mrs. Child had breatlied
a2 fervent “Thank Good:iess!™
t soft where lay ith
riieumatic fcot on a hassock.

Nina, wearing a of
ent wiite =ilk muslin over
silk, i the
Harry, white
that hung on her arm,
it. around her shoulders,
bell rang, and an i

business—
he
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Come!"
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in half an
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see it
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he went

looked
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rather indis-
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not
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1 to i
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I taken
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“Where going
ed, a shade of offenze in hi
“To Mrs
“It will
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care
at

e
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seen il She looked
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eager,
1

expectant ey

on an expressica
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were

of

sur-

you
Pierson’s musicale.”

you to deata—den't
Surely you woulda't
miss this new play—a first-night per-
formance.”
Nira turned
“You would
musicaie?"”
“No, it
soon see
o |
no more
broke
triumph

bore
of it?

to Lee
not mind
asked.
does not matter
th :
on!
room in
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lesing the
she
I would
as e play,

have two there i
Mrs. Gorden's box,

wita

seats,
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you will please excuse Mrs.

Lee."

There was a pause of blank amaze-
ment, then Floyd asked, and
scornfully:

“What did you say?"

“l said Mrs. Lee was not going to
th:e play.”

“What right yeu to say that
she shall not?” he burst out, encour-
aged by the hot flush of indignation
that had rushed to Nina's cheeks.

“The right me by fact
that 1 am H -her
husband.”

“Her Bah!—a
husband, a dumpmy!” sneered
then, as | caught the fl
and aw his
he went on, in a different
“Really, Mr. Lee, you will
but you certainly know
understand your position

kuow that you have

Lee interrupted him.

“You certainly do
my position " he said, “if you
think it entitles me to fail in pro-
tecting the reputation of this lady
during the time that I am legally
her guardian.”

“Did she accord you that privilege?
Stay! I will ask that question of
her,” added Floyd, turning to the
pale, flashing-eyed woman beside
him.

“I accorded privilege whatever
to Mr. Lee, beyond acting as my es-
cort,” she answered “On
trary, it was required in my
tract with him that he should
fere in no way with my
clause of the bargain wi
for some time strangely
ed.”

Her scorn stung him to the quick.

“There were som? things taken
for granted in that contract,” he said,
locking at her with burning stead-
fastness. “For instance, it was as-
sumed that your actions would
those of an honorable lady."”

slowly

have

given the

her law=rii guardian

husband! straw

Floyd,
of the
clinced

e sh
other's
hand,

tone:

pardon
that 1|
here, and

eve, s

me,

no—"

not understand

here,

no
the con-
con-

actions
ch he
overlook-

a
hus

inter- |

be |

“Sirt"
He met the indignant lightning | man ycu love. It is my duty to think
that leaped from her eyes without!for you, or so I take it. Forgive me
flinchi He went on steadily: in fulfilling t duty, I have made
“You asked for the loan cf a name myself disagreeabie. { have too
as honorabie as your own. It was|much respect for you—I have teo
|given you by the coatract, but . it much to thank you for—nct to wish
.\\'as taken for granted that you to part from you in a spirit
would keep the hcnor of that name | friendliness.
unspotted. 1 agreed, in the terms of | “Trusting that your heart you
the coatract, to appear as vour hus- understand my motive, and will not
band, but I did not agree to pose as t2ink badly of me, I will say a finai
that laughinz-stock cof tue world—a , sccd-bye—after one :ugzestion. Your
llusband whsse wife has a preferred , position is a very difficult one. The
lover always at her side. sooner it ends, the beiter. 1 think
woman brings scandal on herzelf, You can end it speedily, and that
madame, zle brings contempt|¥ou need not go to Dakcta, and re-
on the man whose name she bears— ;side there for three months. You
even if he be only her legal husband.” can go tp Fiorida instead. You can
claim to be a resident of that state.

The words were cruel—he knew it;
'but 2e felt that, like the surgecn, he | You have a home there—so Mrs
Child told me yesterday. Your fath-

nmust wound to heal

He expected a burst of stormy an-|€! bought a house and an oranze
ger from the proud girl, but instead, Piantation cn India River two vears
| she turned a shade paler, and her |before his death. He lived there on
| features grew fixed and hard. jaccount of his health, and you lived
I “Your words are an insult,”  she!With him. You still keep up the
| said, with enforced calmness. “Lea\‘e?!’lﬂﬂ’. and visit {t occasicnally
my presence—and never ccme inw"l‘l\erefore you can claim to be a re-
it again!” Sie pointed to the door ' Sident of Florida. You can go there
s she spoke. ‘Go!" she command °d, at once and enter suit for divorce
imperiously. or the ground of incompatibility ot
temper.
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He bowed, and left the rocm.
When the deor had clesed behind
| him, she stood motionless for an in-
is(;mt. then the marble-like rigidity
| left her, the flame died out in her di-
lated eyes—drcewned in a rush
|tears. She sank into a seat,
ed stormily.
| Floyd dropped down on his
| beside her. He tried to take her
hands, tried to soothe her, then
broke out into bitter abuse of Lee.
“Tae low-born sccundrel
claimed. “I will hold him
iccunt for what he said.”
i To his surprise she turned to him
and said veliementiy

l

“In a few weeks you can be free
I will do everythinz | can—without
exposing myself to the charge of
{(ollusi(:n~l(1 facilitate your getting
ithe divorce. 1 will call at your door
| temorrow morning to kncw what you
iha\‘e decided to do. You can inform
me by a note, which James can hand
Ime. With much respect. H. W. Lee’
| Nina read the letter wi
| emoticns. I sat looking down at
he ex- a moment silence, then
to ac-,8ave it to Floyd, who had

i watching her intently. While
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right in what he d to me.”
“Right! Then wiy did you
him to leave?”
“Because he dared to say it.
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she answered, dream-
ily, her eyes still on the floor.

Floyd frowned, and gave his
bionde head an impatient jerk. Then
he said:
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END STOMACH TROUBLE,
GASES OR DYSPEPSIA

-

“Pape’s Diapepsin” makes Sick, Sour,
Gassy Stomachs surely feel fine
in five minutes.

If what you just ate is souring on
your stomach or lies like a lump of
lead, refusing to digest, or you belch
gas and eructate sour, undigested
food, or have a feeling of dizziness,
heartburn, fullness, nausea, bad taste
in mouth and stomach-headache, you

| can get blessed relief in five minutes.
Put an end to stomach trouble forever
by getting a large fifty-cent case of
Pape's Diapepsin from any drug store
You realize in five minutes how need-
less it is to suffer from indigestion,
dyspepsia or any stomach disorder.
It's the quickest, surest stomach doc-
tor~in the world. It's wonderful




