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HE EVIL EFFECT OF BAD COMPANY

Talmage's Warning on the Choice of Companions—Asso-
ciation With the Idle and Vicious Will Certaialy
Contaminate Any Young.Man.
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Washington report says: In this dis-
course Dr. Talmage speaks on a theme
which all men, young and old, will be
glad to see discussed, and the kindly
warning will no doubt in many cases
be taken; text, Pruverbs xiif., 20, “A
companion of fools shall be destroyed.”

“May it please the court,” said a
convicted criminal when asked by the
Judge what he had to say why sen-
tence should not e pronounced upon
him, “may it please the court, bad
company has been my destruction. 1
geceived the blessing of good parents
and in return therefor promised to
avoid all evil associates. Had I kept
my promise I should have avoided this
shame and the buiden of guilt which,
like a vulture, threatens to drag me
to justice for my many crimes. Al-
though I once moved in high circies
and’ was entertained by distinguished
men, I am lost. Bad company did the
work for me.”  Only one out of a thou-
sand illustrations was that of the fact
that “‘a companion of fools shall be de-
stroyed.” It is an invariable rule.

Here is a hospital with a hundred
men down with the ship fever. Here
is a healthy man who goes into it. He

. does not so certainly catch the disease
as a good man will catch moral dis-
temper if he consents to be shut up
with the vicious and the abandoned. In
the prisons of the olden time 1t was the
custom to put the prisoners in a cell
together, and I am sorry tp say it is
the curtom still in some of our prisons;
so that when the day of liberation
comes, the men, instead of being re-
formed, are turned out brutes, not
men, each one {mvlng learned the vices
of all the rest’

We may in our worldly occupation
be obliged to talk to an@l commingle
with bad people, but he who volun-
tarily chooses that kind of associa-
tion is carrying on a courtship with
a Delilah which will shear the locks
of his strength, and he will be trip-
ped into perdition. Look over all the
millions of the race and you cannot
show me a single instance where a man
voluntarily associated with the bad for
one year and maintained his integrity.
Sin is catching; it is infectious; it is
epidemic,

A youmg:man wakes up in one of our
great cities knowing only the gentle-
men of the firm .into whose service he
has entered. In the morning he enters
the store, and all the clerks mark him,
measures him, discuss him. The bad
clerks of that establishment, the good
cierks of that establishment, stand in
some relation to him. The good clerks
will wish him well, but they will wait
for a formal introduction, and even
after they have had the introduction
they are very cautious as to whether
they” sha'l call him into their associa-
tion before they know him very well.

But the bad young men in that estab-
lishment all gather around him. They
patronize him, they offer to show him
everything that there is in the city on
one condition—that he will pay the ea-
penses, for it always happens so when
a good young man and a bad young
man go tOgether to a place of evll en-
tertainment—the good young man al-
ways has to pay the charges Justeat
the time the ticket is to he paid for or
the champagne bill is to be settled the
bad young man will affect embarrass-
ment and feel around in his pockets,
and say, “Well, well, really I have for-
gotten my pocketbook.”

In 48 hours,after:this innocent youmg
man has entered the store. the bad
voung mecn wil. gather around him,
slap him 9n the shoulders with famil-
farity, amu, 1€ he is stupid in net being
able to .ake certain allusions, will say,
‘“Ah, ray youpng friend, you will have
to be broken fn.” And forthwith they
g0 to work to “break him in!”

Obh, young man, jlet no fallep young
man siap you on ‘the shoulder tamii-
jarly! Turn around and give a wither-
ing glance thuat will make the wretch
cower In' your pregence.’ There is no
monstrosity -of wickedness that can
stand before the glance of purity and
honor. God keeps the lightning of
heaven in his own scabbard, and no
human hand can reach them, but God
gives to every young man a lightning
which he may use, and that is the
lightning of an hor~st eye. Anybody
that understands the cemptations of our
great cities knows the use of one ser-
mon like this, in which I try to enforce
the thought that “‘a companlon of fools
shal’. be destroyed.”

And, first, I charge you, avoid the
skeptic—that is, the young man who
puts his thumb in his vest and swug-
gers about, scoffing at vour old-fash-
ioned religion, then taking out the Bi-
ble and turning over to some myste-
rious passage and saying: ‘‘Explain
that, my friend, explain that. I used
to think just as you do.. My father
and mother used to think just as you
do. But you can’t scare me about the
future. I used to believe in those things
but I've got over it.” Yes, he has got
over it, and you will get over it if you
stay in his companionship much long-

For a while he may not bring one
argument against our holy Christian-
ity. He will by scoffs and jeers and
carvicatures destroy your faith in that
religion which was the comfort of your

father in his declining vears and the |

pillow on which your old mother lay
a-dying.

That brilliant young skeptic will
after awhile have to die, and his dia-
mond will flash no splendor into the
eye of death. His hair will lie un-
combed on the pillow. Death will come
up, and this skeptie will say to him:
I cannot die. I cannot die.” Death
will say: “You must die. You have but
ten seconds more to live. Your soul—

‘e it to me right away. Your soul!”

n, no!” says the skeptic. ‘Do not
breathe that cold air into my face. You
crowd me too hard. It is getting dark
in the room. Here—take my rings and
take all the pictures in the room, but
let me off.” *“No,” says Death. *“‘Your
soul! Your soul!” Then the dying skep-
tic begins to say, “Oh, God!”" Death
says, “You declared there was no God.”
Then the dying skeptic says, “Pray for
me,” and Death says: "It is ‘oo late to
pray; you have only three seconds
more to live, and*1 will count®them oft
—one, two, three. Gone!” Where?
Where? Carry him out and lay him
down beside his old father and mother,
who died under the delusions of the
Christian religion singing the songs of
victory.

Again, avoid the idlers—that is, those
people who gather around the store
or the shop or the faciory and try to
seduce yvou away from your regular
calling and in your business hours try
to seduce you away. There is nothing
that would please them so well as to
have you give up your employment and
consort with them. _

These idlers you will find standing
around the engine houses or standing
at noonday or about noon on the steps
of some hotel or fashionable restaur-
ant, giving the idea they have dined]
there. They have not dined there. They
never dined there. Refore you invite
a young man into yo! association ask
him plainly: “What o you do for a

200200 DO L A LA A A Ol didid s s o

TV VIVVVVIIVOTVIVIYIII0000000

living?’ If he says, “Nothing; I am a
gentleman,” look out for him. I care
not how soft his hand or how elegant
his apparel or how high sounding his
family name, his touch is death.

Idlen is the next door to villainy.
When the police go to find eriminals,
where do they go to find them? They
find them among the idle—those who
have nothing to do, or, having some-
thing to do, refuse to engage in their
daily work. Some one came to good
old Ashbel Green and asked him why
he worked at 80 years of age when it
was time for him to rest. “Obh,” he
replied, “I work to keep cut of mis-
chief.” And no man can aford to be
idie. I care not how strong his moral
character. he cannot atford to be idle.

But you say: “A great many people
are suffering from enforced idleness.
During the hard times there were a
great many people out of employment.”
I know it, but the time of dullness in
business are the times when men ought
to be thoroughly engaged in improv-
ing their minds and enlerging their
hearts. The fortunes to be made 20
years from now will be made by the
young men who in the times when bus-
iness was dull cultivated their minds
and improved their hearts. They will
get the fortunes after awhile, while
thos: men who hang around their
stores, never engaging in any useful
sccupation, will be as poor then as they

man to say he has nothing to do.

I went into a store in New York,
where there were five Christian men,
and they said they had nothing to do.
The whole world lying in sin. Pov-
erty to be comforted, sickness to be
alleviated, a Bible in the back office,
every opportunity of mental culture,
spiritual culture; every inducement to
work, yet a Christian man, sworn be-
fore high heaven to consecrate his
whole life to usefulness, has nothing to
do! If you have not any business for
this world my Christian friend, then
you ought to be doing business for eter-
nity.

People go to Florence and to Venice
and to -Rgme to see one of the works
of the great masters. I think I can
show you the picture of one of the
great magters. “I went by the field of
the slothfal and by the vineyard:of the
man voild of understanding, and, lo!
it was all grown over with therns, and
nettles had covered the face thereof,
and the stone wall thereof was broken
down. Then I saw and considered it
well. T looked upon it and received in-
struction. Yet a little sleep, a little
slumber, a little folding of the hands
to sleep. So shall thy poverty come
as one that travelleth and thy want as
an armed man.” There i8 no more ex-
plosive passage in all the Bible than
that. It first begins to hiss like the fuse
of a cannon and then bursts like a 54-
pounder. The old proverb was true
““The devil tempts most men, but idlers
tempt the devil!” Therefore seek some-
thing to do. If no worldly business of-
fers, ¥hen, in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, go out on Christian toil,
and the Lord will bless you, and the
Lord will help you.

Again, I counsel you, avoid the pleas-
ure seeker, the man whose entire bus-
iness it is to seek for recreation and
amusement. I believe in the amuse-
ments of the world so far as they are
innocent. I could not Mve without
them. Any man of sanguine tempera-
ment must hawve recreation or die. And
yet the amusements and recreations of
life ‘must administer to hard work.
They are only preparative for the oc-
cupation to which God has called us.

God would not have given us the ca-
pacity to laugh if he did not sometimes
intend u® to indulge it. God hath hung
in sky and set in wave and printed on
‘grass many -a roundelay. But all the
music and the brigh of the natural!
world were merely intended to fit us
for the earnest work of life. The thun-
dercloud - has edges exquisitely purpled,
but it jars the mountain as it says, “I
come down to water the flelds.” The
flowers standing under the fence loek
gay '‘and beautiful, but they say, “We
stand here to refresh the husbandmen
at the noohing.”” The brook frolics
and sparkles and foams, but jt says:
“I go to baptize the moss; g0 to
slake the thlrst of the bird; I turn
the wheel of the mill; in my . crystal
cradle I rock muckshaw and water lily;

play, but I work.”

These mere pleasurists will come
around you while you are engaged, ifi
your work, and they will try to take
you away. They have lost their places.
Why not you -lose your place?
Then you will be one of them. Oh,
my friends, before you ge with these
pleasure seekers, these men whose
entire life is fun and amusement and
recreation, remember while after a
man has lived a life of integrity and
Christian consecration, kind to the
poor and elevating to the world’'s con-
dition, when he comes to -lie, he has a
glorious reminiscence iying on his
death pillow, the mere pleasurist. has
nothing by way of review but a torn
playbill, a ticket for the race, an empty
tanka®@ or the cast out rinds of a
carousal. And as in delirium of his
awful death he clutches the gablet
and presses it to his lips, the dregs
falling on his tongue will begin to un-
coil and hiss with the adders of an
eternal poison.

Again, beware of Sabbath breakers.
Tell me how a young man spends his
Sabbath, and I will tell you what are
his prospects in business, and I will tell
you what are his prespects for the
eternal world. God has thrust into our
busy life .a_sacred day when we are to
look after -our s®uls. Is it exorbitant
after giving six days to the feeding
and the clothing of these perishable
badies that God should demand one
day for the feedingz and the clothing of
the immortal soul? Our bodies are
seven day clocks. and they need to be
wound up, and if they are not wound
up they run down into the grave. No
man can continuously break the
Sabbath and keep his physical as well
as mental health. Ask those aged men
and they will tell you they never knew
men who continuously broke the Sab-
bath who did not fai! eithet in mind,
body or moral principle.

Oh, my friends, keep the Lord's day.
You may think it old fogy advice, but
I give it to you now: “Remember the
Sabbath day, to Keep it holy. Six days
shalt thou labor and do all thy work,
but the seventh is the Sabbath of the
Lord thy God; In it thou shalt not do
any work.” A man said that he would
prove that all this was a fallacy, and
s0 he said: “I shall raise a Sunday
crop. And he plowed the field on the
Sabbath, and then he put in the seed
on the Sabbath and cultivated the
ground on the Sabbath. When the har-
vest was ripe, he reaped it on the Sab-
bath and he carried it into the mow on
the Sabbath and then he stood out de-
flant to his Christian neighbors and
1::}(!. “There, that is my Sunday crop,
and it is all garnered.” Affer awhile
a storm came up and a great darkness,
and the lirhtnings of heaven istruck the
barn, and away went his Supday crop.

are now. It is absurd for a Christian |

Beware, young man, of all Sabbath
breakers.

Again, I charge you, beware of as-
sociation with the dissipated. Go with
them and you will in t
habits,
‘the

beastliness? He was as bright faced
a lad as ever looked up from your nur-
sery. His mother rocked him, p

for him, fondled him, would not let the
night air touch his cheek and held him
up and looked down into his loving
eyes and wondered. for what high po-;
sition he was being fitted. He entered
life with bright hopes. The world beck-
oned him, friends cheered him, but the
‘archers shot.at-him; vile men set traps
for him, bad habits hooked fast to him
with their iron grapples; his feet
slipped on the way, and there he lies,
Who would think that that uncombed
hair was once toyed with by a father’s
fingers? Who would think that those
bloated cheeks were ever kissed by a
mother's lips? Would you 'guess that
that thick tongue once made a house-
hold glad with its innocent prattle? Ut-
ter no harsh words in his ear. Help
him up. Put the hat over that once
manly brow. Brush the dust from that
coat that once covered a generous
heart. Show him the way to the home
that once rejoiced at the sound of his
footstep, and with gentle words tell his
children to stand back as you help him
through the hall.

Oh, if T had some art by which I
could break the charm of the tempter’'s
bowl and with mailed hand lift out the
long serpent of eternal despair and
shake out its coils and cast it down and
crush it to death!

Shake off the Sabbath breaker. Oh,
turn your back upon these men. Shake
off the sceptic. Sheke off the idler.
Shake off the pleasurist. You may do
this work of ejection in politeness, but
you may do®it firmly. You are not un-
der and circumstances to lose all the'
remembrance of the fact that you are
a gentleman and must always act the
gentleman. A young man said to a
Christian Quaker, *“Old chap, how did
you get your money ?” “ .

“Well,” said the Quaker, “I got it by
dealing in an article in which thou may-
est deal if thou wilt—civility.”

Be courteous, be politeé, but be firm.
Say ““No” as if you mean it. If you
say “No” in a feeble way they will keep
on with their imploration and thelr
temptation, and after awhile you will
stand in silence und then you will say,
after they have gcae on a little longer,
“Yes,” and then you are lost.

Oh, turn your back upon the banquet
of sin! I caill you to a better feast to-
day. The promises of are the
fruits. The harps of heaven are the
music. The clusters of Eschol are
pressed into.the tankards. The sons
and daughters of the rd-'Almighty
are the guests, while standing at the
banquet to pour the wine and divide
the clusters -and -command ' the: music
and welcome the guests is a daughter
of God, on her brow the blossoms of
paradise and in her cheek the flush of
celestial summer. And her name is
Religion. ‘““Her ways are ways of pleas-
antness, and all her paths are peace.”

is that man fallen

SOUTH AMERICAN GIANTS.

The Aborigines of Clerra del Fuego a
Hardy Race.

Dr. Frederick A. Cook, of the Bal-
gan Antarctic expedition, writes in
the March Century of “The Giant In-
dians of Tierra del Fuego,” his text
being illustrated with picture; drawn
[rom photographs by himself.

The Fuegiane have been reported,
from time to time, since the country
was first sighted and named by Magel-
lan in 1520, but to-day they still re-
main almost unknown. In connect'oa
with the voyage of the Belgica we
had unusual opportunities for rtudying
their wild life, and - their' weather:
beaten lamd. “They are not, as is gen-
erally supposed, ope homogeneous
tribe, but three distinct races, with
uifferent languages, dilferent appear-
ances, different habit’ and homes. .
The Onas have thus far cvaded all
efforts at civilization, “have . refused
m:ssipnaries, and have, to the present
timg; with good reason, mistr
white men. Thay have, in consequence,
remained absolutely unknown. . . .

The Onas, as a tribe, have never
been united in a common interest, nor
have they ever been led by any one
great chief. Thoy have always been
divided into small clans under:a leader
with limited powers, and thase chiafs
have waged constant warfare among
themaselver. To the present they have
had their worst enemies among their
own people, but now that shzep farm-
ers and gold diggers want their coun-
try, they are uniting *to fight their
common enemy.

Physically the Onas are giants.
WIl:ey are not, however, seven or eight
feet in height, as the early explorers
reportel their ueighbors and near-
ect relatives, the Patagonians, to
be. Their average height is close to
six feet, a few attain six feet and six
incles, and a few are under six feet.
The women are not so tall, but they
are more corpulent. There is perhaps
no race in the world with a more ‘per-
fect physical deveiopment than tne
Ona men. This unique development is
partly due to the topography of their
country and to the distribution of
game, which makes long marches con-
stantly neecessary. The Ona men are
certainly the greatest cross‘country
runners en the American continent.

The mentak equipment of the Cna
i¥ by no means equal to his splendid
physical development. Ho understands
very well the few arts of the chase
which he finds necessary to main-
tain a food-supply. His game in the
past has been easily gotten ; his
reeds have been few, which fact aec-
counts for the lack of inventive skill
portrayed in the.instruments of the
chase. The home life, the house, the
clothing—everything portrays tiis
lack of progressive skill. Instead of
the children being well dressed and
well cared for, as is the rule among
savage races, they are mostly naked,
poorly fed, badly trained, and alto-
gether neglected, not because of a
lack of paterhal love, but because of
the mental lethargy of the people. It
is the same as to shelter and gar-
ments. They have -abundant ma-
terial to make goo:l tents and warm,
storm-proof houses; but they wsim-
ply: bunch up a few branches, and
throw to the windward a few skins
and then shiver, complaining of their
miserable existence. .

Two more bodies liave been recot-
red from .the New York tenement
fire. and six are still missing. ;

London afternoon papers- comment
in most sympathetic terms on the
death of Prof. E. J. Phelps, of Yale.

Mrs. Booth-Tucker, of the Sajra. .
tion Army, who was to deliver
lecture in Racine, Wis.,. last nigh
was prostrated on her aprival arf
unable to fulfil her engagement.

A Ceputaton of Chinese residents b
Victoria, Australia, representing (Al
classes, handed to the L'eatens
Governor a largz donation for.
patriotic fund. ¥

adopt their |
against |
, covered with bruises and

SUNDAY SCHOOL

INTERNATIONAL LESSON NO.X1)
MARCH 25, 1900.

Review.—Luke 2: 7-11; Mark 1: 2034,

Supt.—~What ie the Golden Text?
School.—The Son of Man camé not to
be ministered unto, but to minister.
Mark x. 45.

What is the Central Truth? God
sent His only begot
world, that we might live through
Him. I. Jolns iv. 9. X

What is the topic? Jesus and His
mighty works.

When wase ghe Tim>? I'e @xbe: : 5th,
B. C. 5, to May, A. D. 28.

;ho wea’ the Pem;_a? Caesar Au-
Eustus, renjus, . Joseph, Mary,
Jesus, The Shepherds, Angels, Tiber-
lus, Pllate, Herod, Philip -the Tet-
rarch, sanias, Annas, Caia,
Jobn, Zacharias, Andrew, St. John,
Peter, Philip, Nathanael, Nicodemus,
Woman of Samaria, Matthew.

Summary,—Lesson I. The Birth of
Jesus. At Bethlehem. Micah v. 2.
God so ordered ‘events that through
natural causes Joseph and Mary were
led, at just the right time, from Naz-
areth, to Bethlehem. The angel of the
Lord appeared to the sheplierds.

II. Jesus twelve years old; at the
feast of the Passover. When they
start on the return trip the child is
left behind ; found in the temple with
the doctors of the law, asking and an-
swering questions; all were astonish-
ed; his parente gently reprove him ;
He tells themy He must be about “His
Father's husiness ;” returns with them
‘to Nazareth.

IIl. The preaching of John the Bap-
tist. Tiberius Caesar Roman emper-
or; Pilate governor of Judea; Herod
tetrach of Galilee; Annas and Caia-
phas high priests. John preached in
the wilierness; baptized in Jordan;
preacked repentance; jnsisted that
they bring forth fruits unto repent-
ance ; different classes came to him;
a thorougl reformation required of
all ; pointed to the Messiah.

IV. Jesus Goes from Nazareth, in
Galilee, to the Jordan, to be baptized
of John. John shrinks from such a step;
Jesus urges it; is baptized ; the hea-
vens are opened; the Spirit desoends
like a Cove upon Him ; voice from Hea-
ven; led into the wilderness; fasts
forty days and nights; afterwards
hungers ; tempted, 1. Command stones
be made bread. 2. Cast Thyself down.
$. Worship me.

V. Joha the Baptist: was near the
closc of his Jife, work! He was anxious
that his disciples shounld pt  the
leadership of Jesus. Pointed Andrew
and John to Jesus ; they follow Him ;
Jesus turned and asked them what
they sougnt ; invites them with Him ;
they abide with Hiwm that day ; bring
their brothérs, Siman and James, to
Jesus; Jesus goes into Galilee; finds
Philip and Nathaniel.

VI. Nicodemus, a rich ruler of the
Jews, and member of the Sanhedrin,
came to Jesus by night; introduced
the subject of miracles; Jesus said,
‘Ye must be born again”; Nicodemus
failed to understand; illustration of
the wind. Jesus points Nicodemus to
the Son of man; illustration of the

-serpent in the wilderness ; God’s great

love for man ; he that believeth shall
have life. ‘ :

VIL. Jesus goes through Samaria ;
stops at Jacob's well; meets the
woman ; asks a drink:; she expresses
surprise ; Jesus speaks of the gift of
God—living water, and tells her that
those who drink shall never thirst;
she desires it ; Jesus asks her to call
her husband.; 'she says she has none ;
has had five',catls Jesus a prophet ;
asks about place of worship ; true wor-
ship must be in spirit anl in truth.

VIIL. Jesus is at Naszareth; in the

synagogue; on the Sabbath day.
Reads from Isa. Ixi. 1, 2; applies the
Scripture to himself ; he cdn save the
poor, the broken-hearted, the cap-
tives, the blind, the bruised ; the ques-
tion regarding liis' lowly birth; he
cannot heal there because not ae-
cepted ; justifies his course by refer-
ence to Elijah and Elisha ; they think
he puts them lower than the heathen;
try to kill him; he escapes.
IX. Jesus in Capernaum; in the
synagogue; on the Sabbath - day.
Teaches the people; they are aston-
ished at his doctrine; an unclean
spirit cries-out ; Jesus casts him out;
fame spread abroad; at Peter's
house ; mother-in-law healed; when
the sun went down the diseaséd and
theso possessed with ‘devils = were
brought to him, and he healed them
all and cast outthe devils. He “suf-
ferad, not the devils to speak.” Jesus
s not dependent upon the testimony
of devils to carry on His work or to
prove his divinity. There is no con-
cord between Christ and Belial. II.
Cor. vi. 14-16.

X. Jesus in Capernaum at Peter’s
house. Great crowd at the door: a
paralytic brought and carried to the
roof ; the roof torn up; the bed let
down: Jesus saw their faith; Thy
8ins be forgiven thee ; the scribes rea-
son; he speaketh blasphemies; Jesuws
answers them, which is easier to say,
Arise, or thy sins be forgiven? the
cure: the peonle amazed. They glori-
fied God, saying, “We never saw it
cn this fashion.” They saw that
nene but God could perform such a
wonderful cure and they were filled
with reverence and fear. The divin-
ity of our Lord is here fully estab
lished.

XI. Jesus teaching at th» seaside:
sees Levi at the receipt of custom ;
follow Me: a feast at Levi's hous»:
sat with publicans and siuners: the
seribes  and Pharisees question the
propriety of this: the sick noel a phy-
&'cian. Why do not' Thy disciples fast ?
this a marriage feast and it is not
an occasion for fasting : two figures—
old garments, old bottles. By these
figures Jesus shows that the Jetvish
system of religion was old and eflete,
ready to vanish away (Heb. vill. 13),
and that He.proposed to replace it
with something entirely new.

. PRACTICAL SURVEY.

Leson I. The great events in the
world’s history have frequently passed
comparatively unnoticed. Christ was
a child of promise. * His absolute and
perfect divinity is as clearlv and fully

Aasserted and proved as His humanity.”

He is Christ, Jehovah. ‘ His visit to
the earth forms the most signal event
in its annals.” The time of His birth
‘s comnmemprated by the Christian éra.
I ¥Hm heaven and earth cagme to-
gether. <

II. The youth of Jesus is
mest interesting periods of
is here we can observe ang
character while He is in
tion state through which
beings muet pass, That:
law. shas apwite caesitel

W that app!
as divine, and His h =
Intell ;
capab

tell son into the |

. ning of . Christ’s ministry.

To show outwardly

separated from the

corrupt practices that Johm was
denouncin, The Holy Spirit came
ike a dove, and the Fa-

L Him in the

of Christ

John's pointing his disci-

Chrht.to e Christ's  at-

Himself. In these

disciples of John the spiritual per-

fection of the- work of the Baptist

followed Christ followed Him upon

is seen. These first disciples who
John's repeated testimony,

VI.‘Regnnoration. “This is one of
the richest and most important see-
tions of the whole Bihle. The central
idea of the lesson is the new birth,
which implies the depravity of man
and his unfitness for heaven. The
great doctrine of regeneration stands
in its proper place at the ver in-
T is first
miracle was a miracle of transforma-
tion'; His first publlic act in’ Jerusa-
lem an act of reformation ; His first
discourse a discourse on regeneration.

_V_I'I. “In this lesson our Saviour,
sitting an Jacob’s well, in weariness
of body, yet with every fresh sym-
pathy for man, discourses on the
water of eternal life with an ignor-
ant, degraded, semi-heathen woman,
a sort of Samaritan Magdalene, and
teaches her the sublime truths of the
true worship of God, which broke
down the partition wall between the
Jews and Gentiles.

VIIL Jepus goes to His own home
and op the storeh of heaven
in their very midst. He reveals H'm-
self to them as the one regarding
whom Isaiah wrote—the one who was
able to heal, deliver, and set at lib-
erty. The divine anointing was vpon
Him and His words were gracious
words. They questioned, reasoned, and
rejected. The good they might have
kad they ruthlessly cast from them.

IX. From Nazareth to Capernaum ;
the scene is changed:; instead of re-
Jecting Him they receive Him, and a
whole city full is blessed. The truth
He taught in the synagogue aroused
an “unclean devil,”” who ¢ried out, de-
siring to be let alone. Jesus rebuked
him, commanded him to “be muzzled,”
and to come out of the man. The devil,
In one Jast effort to destroy his victim,
threw the man upon the floor and con-
vulsed him, but the power of Christ
conquered, and the man was set free,

without bodily harm.

X. Again he is in Capernaum. The
crowds around Him. Peter’s house, and
the court around the door, gre pack-
ed with people. The audience con-
tainy prominent persons —Pharisees
and doctors of the law, from “every
town of Gal'lee, and Judea, and Jeru-
salem,” While He is preaching a man
with the palsy Is carried by four men
to the roof, the roof is torn up, and
the man is let down before Jesus. The
man is troubled because of sin, and
in the presence of the holy Jesus
he so' loathes .hig sins thas - he
longs to be set free.: Jesus:sees
this, and at once pronounces them for-
given. The scribes reason in their
hearts that this man blasphemes, for
it ‘is the prerogative of God only to
forgive sins. Jesus reveals their
thoughts and immediately heals the
man, thus proving that He is God, and
therefore as; power  and aythority:
to forgive sins, = -

IX. Jesus calls His disciples from
among the common people. He pays
no attention to caste or social dis-
tinctions, but wherever He finds an
honest, humble heart He is ever ready
to say, Follow me. He is preaching
ﬁ the seaside, rear Capernaum.

atthew is sitting at His place of bus-
iness, near by, and in s heart ls
longing to join Himself to the ome
wl'llg‘m he already believes to' be the
Messiah ; but He is a despised publi-
can, and has been socially ostracized,
therefore he cannot expect to be mno-
ticed. Imagine his surprise when
Jesus stops and Says, ‘“Follow me.”
He hesitates not a momemt. Soon af-
ter this he mhde a great feast and in-
vited Jesus and His disoiples, together
with many publicans and sinners, and
many of these people becams follow-
ers of Jesus. The scribes and Phari-
sees criticize Him, but He plainly tells
them that He cannot hold to their
old views, but “expects to act en-
tirely separate from them.

Pointed Paragraphs.

Extremes frequently beget limita-
tions.

Hope is believing~ that the unex-
pected will happen.

Man an unfair
light complexion. :

Diplomacy is merely
concealing our dislikes.

Don’t believe all the evil things
yon hear about yourself.

Some men give up solid comfort
in exchange for liquid comfort.

Knowledge is power., but some-
times .a man has power and doesn't
Enow it.

A woman invariably puts "her best
foot backward when she gets off a
car.

Unless you make up your mind to
do a thing the chances are you will
never do it.

A man knows lots of other men
who dislike him, but what he doesu't
know is why. ;

Unless a man has an exceptionally
good memory he will never betome
. succeséful liar.

I you tell a secret to a married
woman, it is equivalent to telling it
to her husband. ;

‘When one girl admits dnother is
pretty she always spoils it by say-
ing she lacks intellect.

The acme of perfection would sooxq
be reached if people would only fol-
low the advice they give to o‘hers.

It occasionally happens ‘that. whan
a maﬂ loses lhlﬁ;l fqrtun‘e' in_the same
way he got . it he wants to send the
other feliow to Jg |.-cug=¢o News.

.. Joseph Powpll Willis, Finaneial
: : Office,

woman has a

the art of

| A BONG FOR MARCH.

It ie the roaring month of March,
The wllg northeaster bends the
h“;' 4

The gray rain beating on the w
Has closed the crocus cups of gool,ld.

Adown the dale, adown the dale, . |
The thrush pipes sadly to the gale; ‘
His song is sad, and I would hear |
The anthem of the coming year. |

But there will be an April day—
The thrush will pipe another lay,
And we will find on greener hills
White violets and daffodils.

I —Eric Parker, in March St. Nicholas.

The Foothills.

Babbling from etermal snow,
To:the mighty river flow ; }
In the sunlight’s hazy beams, {
Twinkling o your silver streams-«
In a melody of dreams.

Sliding in the golden night
Dowft™the foothills of delight, |
Where the purple shadows lie,
Melting onward till they die— ¢*
In an emerald dewy sky.

ge!emall‘(x)*llls of delight,

n through misty vapors white;

Beckoning us with golden wand, ~

Gilded by the south wind's hand,

Straight into the foothill land.
—J. A. Sinclair, Beamsville.

i

~

Our Brave Soldier Boys.

Our noble soldiers who have gone
To fight for empire and for Juean

And brave the horrors of the ‘war

Or die on rocky veldt or green.

They bravely march with, steady step
To drive the foe from off the field;

They will not falter or complain,
And to the foe they will pot yield.

Although the bullets thickly fly,
And noble comrades round them fal,

They quickly rally te the charge,
Responsive to the bugle call.

O'er arid sands, with burning sun,
Or crossing rivers broad and deep,
Or marching o'er hill and vale,
Or climbing up the kopjes steep ;

And then to face a stubborn foe,
Unseen betimes to mortal eyes,

Requirés courage such as will
Enable them to do and die.

"Tis ever onward, forward march :
They face the foe with steady fire,
They cheer cach other to the fray
That victory they may acquire.
-J. P,
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You Must Hustle.

If you want to make your mark,
Hustle !

When the skies are looking dark,
Hustle ! ;

us
Don’t yon go a’'getiin’ skeery,
Givin' up an’ feelin' weary ;
When things are a-lookin’ dreary,
Hustle !

Wien you lose the job you've got,
= Hustle !

Kveep right. on a lively trot—
Hustle !

Work, your joiuts and forward go.

Laggards never stand a show ;

Don’t you stop to brag an’' blow—
Hustle AL

If you want to win the prize,
Hustle !

Don’t begin to criticize—
Hustle :

Lots o' fellers in the race

Waitin’ to step in your piace.

If you want to set the pace,
Hustle !

I you want'et? be .a man,
t
If you'd be vight in the van,
Hustle!

If you want to be the chap,

Forémost in the dally scrap,

Don’t be snoozin’ in*a nap—
Hustle!

{1t you ‘want to make a name,

Hustle ! .
Strive to have a righteous aim,
Hustle !

Keep a steady upper lip, g

Don’t you never make a slip;

Set your teeth an’ hold your grip~
Hustle !

Ouly word I want to say is,
Hustle ! .

Kecp a-tendin’ right to ‘biz—
Hustle!

If you have the sand to stay,

You will rench the top some day.

You can win in just one way,
Hustle !

The Boyless Town.

A cross old woman of long ago
Declared that she hatad noise;
“The town would be 8o pleasant, you
know,

It %:)re only were no boys.”
She scolded and fretted aboyt it till
Her eyes grew heavy ‘as lead;?
And then, of a sudden, the town grew
1, >
Eor all the boys had fled. *
And all through the long and dusty
street
There wasn’t a boy in view ;
The bgseball Jot, where they userﬂto
meet,
Was a sight to make one blge;
The gfass was.growing on every base,
And the paths that . the runners
made, :
For there wasn’t a soul in all the place

The dogs were*sleeping the lh’elongl

¢ day,.
Why should they bark or leap ?
There wasn’t a wh'stl2 or call to play,
And so they ‘could only sleep.
The pony neighed from his Jonely <tall,
And longed for saddle and rein:
And even the birds on thegarded wall
Chirpel only a dull refraiu. H

There was littls, T ween, of frolic .’ll‘ld
no'se,

boys, g-*
Was the dreariest place on earth.
The poor old woman began to weep;

* Then woke with a sudden scream W

*“ Dear me!” she cried, “I have been'

asleep :

And, oh! what a horrid dream !”
—Anon.»

Albert . Stratton. Windsor, com-
mitted suicide last evening ati  big
cutting *his

boarding’. house by

. Framboise had procured a war
40 8es the house for some carpas-
, which it was surm

d ‘s*olen. RO

|

Who knew how the game was played.

" There was less of cheer ail mirth ;i
The sad old town, siuce it lacked its

< b4
throat. Remi  Vigneux and Alexw'
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