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p » Brantford

Liberal Meeting Last
Night Scene of Disorder

Lloyd Harris Accepted Nomination Over Long Distance
Telephone Last Night, But Section of Party Did Not|
Approve His Candidacy— Gathering Cheered For Sir
Wi ilfrid Laurier and Broke up Into Disorder

Dissension and chaos ruled at last night’s Liberal meeting, and became increasingly more involved
At times the two factions, the one supporting the nomination of Lloyd
Harris and the other advocating a straight Laurier platform clashed so hotly that confusion was
Vice President George Cook was forced to repeatedly call for order and |
again and again define the status of the gathering—whether it was a convention of representative dele-
gates or merely a meeting of p» v followers—and he was forced to admit that he himself did not
know. After three hours wrangl.ng «nd nothing definite was accomplished an adiournment was made
with no provision for a succeeding meeting. The situation in the South Brants remains as before ex-
cept that the Liberals last night committed themselves to a sraight party fight.

Union Govérnment or the Laurier platform was the bone of contention.
Oakland township, that stronghéld of Liberalism, came out flatly for Laurier and were ardently sup-
ported by a strong following of the younger element of the meeting. At one juncture when-the discus-
sion was most involved and when afl semblance of order was lacking on account of the loud and unquah-
fied calls for Laurier, Chairman Cook emphatically shouted above the uproar.

“I~am. chairman of this meeting and I'll tell you we are going to have a Laurier candidate.
party who are conscripting our boys when 4500 have already gone from Brant county will not have
our suppert. I'll tell you, our blood is up! We are not going to stand for any more of this fool busi-

as the evening progressed-

rampant and the chairman,

ness !’

Time and again during the meeting the constitution of the Liberal party was referred to and M. -
W..McEwen on each. occasion produced the guiding principles of the party and read them aloud to
1thermg that it would e impossihle to reject Mr. ‘Harris now, thiat he had been unanim-

cum i re th-

ou-"¥ 4
QU?I;:N

u nomination b
S Predipt

lect a candidate.

enemy.’
Mr. Harris’ reply was: ¢
reservation.” °

the ¢ wn e
v Mr. A ngiey who antici

pated an actual demand for a Laurier candidate |

by xuggestmg that if the nomination were to go to'another member of the party, the nominee should
be selected by a properly constituted committee and not such a gathering as that of last night. He
proposed a resolution that a special committee be appointed to retire for ten minutes and regularly se-
Supporters of Mr. Harris rallied to the latter’s support and. condemned the sugges-
tion as invalid wherettpon Mr. Harley retired and communicated by telephone with Lloyd Harris in
Turonto and informed him that the meeting “had absolutely refused to have further dealings with the

r,that

‘Definitely accept the nomination without equivocation or any

The meeting commenced at half
past eight, with Vice-President Geo.
Cook of Oakland, presiding in the
absence of the President, Dr. W. D.
Wiley. Secretary McIntyre read a
letter that had been received from
Mr. Harris, reading as follows:

Dr. W. D. Wiley,

President -Brantford Liberal Asso-

ciation, City:

Dear Sir,—I have been carefully
considering the political situation in
Brantford to-day, and had decided
to advise you that I ‘would allow my
name to stand as the nominee of the
“Win~the War Liberal convention,”
which was téadéred to me a week
ago Saturday night.

T have, however, just learned that
the chairman of the Fusion commit-
tee which was organized for the pur-
pose of bringing the parties together
and if possible avoid the necessity of
an election under ° present seripus
conditions in Canada, -has written

the Liberal- Association for dnother !

meeting, and a8 I made it a condi-
tion of my accepting a nomination,
that an earnest - effort should be
made to get the parties together, I
think, that in order to be consistent,
I should request that this letter ask-
ing for another conference ghould
not be ignored.

T therefore ask my friepds to ac- |

cede to the wishes of the chairman .
of the Fusion committee and arrange
for another meeting, which should

be held within the next day or two, I

and if no results are reached at such

meeting, then T am _in the hands of €O

the Liberal party, aad will do as my
friends desire.

“I hape that at to-might's meeting
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they will agree to my request, and if
no resiilts are obtained from a fur-
ther meeting, then it is understood
that I am entirely in the hands of
the party.

I am sorry I have been called away
in connection with my other duties,
but hope we can reach a proper de-
cision in these very important mat-
ters. -

I remain,

Yours faithfully,
LLOYD HARRIS.

Secretary McIntyre further stated
that no letter suggesting another
fusion meeting such as was referred
to in the communication from Mr.
Harris, had been received from the
Chairman of the Fusion committee,
He admitted, however, that the
Chairman of the committee had re-
quested of him whether the Liberals
would be agreeable to another con-
clave. &

Mayor Bowlby

,had little or no faith in political
!peace or a Union candidate in South
!Brant. It would only be putting off
the evil day. He had no hope of a
solution unless the Liberals were
willing to accept Mr. W.. F. Cock-
. shutt.

*  “If the Liberals are not willing to
do this. we might just as_well look
ithe devil in the face an@ confront
‘the situation,” he  concluded amid
hearty and pronounced cheers,

Arthur Pinkham.

doubted if a Union candidate in this
ituency was not merely a move
to ‘win the election. He did not state
.whose ‘“‘move” it 'was to which he
'referred. The Union Government
would have been g true Union if the
. constituencies of the country had
been divided on a fifty-fifty basis.
He severely condemnéed the members
of the Liberal party who had accept-
ed positions in the Union cabinet and
who had otherwise morally support-
ed the win-the-war proposal of Pre-
mier Borden. They “had ~ deserted:
.the 'leader, who for forty years had

borne the brunt of the battle.” Herefforming:

the speaker was interrupted by deaf-
ening cries of ‘“Hear! MHear! - and
Laurier! Laurier! After a pause- he
continued. ~

“I 'would like to see that old lead-

ving of a telegram to Mr. H in-
im that the m ng did |
not ' degire the committee to g0 blck '
again: afid confer regarding a Fision |

Representatives from

This

purpose.

further

The speaker ended his oration
amid another outburst of applause.

“We want Sir  Wilfrid Laurier;”
demanded -a voice from the excited.
crowd and the cry was immedlatdly
taken up by others.

John Muir.

was agreeable if the meeting strong-
ly opposéd giving Mr. Harris any
further time to give a definite ans-
wer, and he thought that (sdch was
the doncensus of opinion,' He ex-
plained that the committee appoint-
ed at a previous Liberal convention
had ‘bgen asked to support a Union
Goverttment but at the fusion confer-
ence had suspected that the Liberal
candidate would not be squarely
treated and had therefore refused to
allow his name to come before the
fusion meeting. He thought Mr.
Harris was acting in good faith and
would come out in favor of the Bor-
den Unioh Government. He thought
““the Conservatives were playing the
gage for all there was in it.”

“I intend to back any sood sound
Liberal. as lomg as I live,” declared
Mr. Muir, “We should look at the
situation from the standpoint of Mr.
Harris and be charitable. He is in
an awkward position. Mr. Harris
told the executive of thé Reform /As-
sociation that he would fight the
Liberasl battles if the Conservatives
,played the game of politics. = The
time is short and we must take im-
mediate action or we 'will be set
down as a lot.of coward Liberals.

“I do not believe that Mr. Harris
is attempting to hold the Liberals
jpack from a fight. We have given
the Conservatives every reasonable
chance. Mr. Harris is not anxious
for the nomination. In conversation
*with me he stated that' it would be

his other duties to ably represent the
constituency nor give it as much time

and T think it well that the L
,should know it.” PEry

tion be passed authorizing the sond-

candidate
given until sgix o’clock to-night
reply, stating his attitude: -

nomiueetorﬁowm&l&
" election, ithwhmudm

steps which were

impossible. for him on account of]| "
as he would wish. This is the truti

Mr. Muir suggested that a resolu-|

, and that Mr. Harris 139 :

His Worsldp Wlll Be Independent Liberal Candidate, And

Wmﬂhoose His Own €ourse in Promotmg
Welfare of Ceuntry .

Lloyd Harris, the. leerul
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~cheered
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Now that the fight is on in eamest in the North Rid-

ing between Harry Cockshutt and John Harold, it will
be in order to give to the public the history of the various

tagen by Conservative Umomsts in or-
dr to avoid a struggle in the two Brants. 9

They went far—very far—in this regard as the re-|*

arold.
In the

1. Ammonncement of the

Union Gevernment took “place

lon October 12th.

2. Harry Cockshutt ved
a letter from the ask-
ing him to run in Brant and
tihs‘ih.mw“ dated Or.tober

3. On /October 20th he ac-.

cord will sixow and the onus of the failure most distinetly
rests upon
t place let it be remembered that Brant
has been in the Conservative column for the last six
years. The events in their order, as far as Harry Cock-
shutt is concerned, are as follows:

twith the course that had heulr

'{of any union-eandidate’ who could be
/| #hosen. '

._ “ton

: Geidgnem——’rhe ume 'hnﬂfrlved
twhen we s ,.he;hlaw‘&) have

| which

.| be dene,

Would Agree to
John Harold* ;

uponthestmﬂoninﬂlltrmhg

t.hetr , John Harold.

candidate, but to all appeals ths IMBMMMWMM

On the motion of Mr. Jas. Scace,’
Dr. Johnson took the chair. The
names Sej the delegates were taken.

tt Davidson stated that the

n-.'eral delegates had brought a

number of supporters.

" “We brought only the ten stipu-
fated,” observed Dr. Johnson.

On motion of Dr. Dunton, the

The following letter iwas read:
To the members of the. Joint Contor-
1 ‘encei—

“peace vith et

politieal: parties in 'Brant, ud it

my- ho);e that for the nke of uni
g0 necessary at this ume

that you wlll be able to unite upon

a candidate whose selection will be

later ratified by the electorate.

I desire to take this means of re-
liewing from responsibility any mem-
pber or members from feeling, it nec-
essary, if any do, to press my name
before the conference, as it is con-
trary to my desire that this should

Yours truly,
JOHN HAROLD.

#The Chairman.

“Political strifes,” observed Dr.
Johnson, “are to be avoided at all
times, but at a time like this I am
particularly anxious to 'avert such a '

in the fight, but others are not.
““The war situation to-day is not

our ‘obligation, to do everything in
our power to assist the boys. at the
front. So if we can avoid an elec-
tion, ‘here or any place, we should
not hesitate to do so.”

Mr. F. Smoke agreed with the last
speaker as to the deplorability of a
political fight at the present time.

The Situation,

Mr. Smoke went on to summarize
the situation in North Brant. On
Oct. 12, the announcement of union
government was made. A day later,
Premier Borden wrote to Col. Harry
Cockshutt, asking him to run in
Nerth Brant, the latter accepting tha
nomination tendered him.

On Oet.-25, “a conference took
place between; Col. Cockshutt and
Mr, John Harold, as a result of which
th's former wrote to Premier Berden,
asking his opinion and that of N.
W. ‘Rowell as to who should bd the
union gandidate in North Brant.

Before a reply to this letter was
received, Mr. Harold accepted the
Liberal nominntion in North Brant.
., On Nov. 9, Col. Cockshutt, in re-
ply to Premier Borden’s letter, pro-
posed to Mr, Harold both withdraw
in favor of N.'W. Rowell, which the
Liberal candidate declined to do.

. Col. Cockshutt, stated Mr. Smoke,
was now prepared to resign in favor

For the past six years
the -Conservatives of North = Brant
had been represented in Parliament,
and in a straight party fight they
were ‘confident they could win it
again. In order to avoid strife, the
Conservative party had gone so far
to- N. W. Rowell, who in
the.Mght of later events, could not
run:in North Brant. The Conserva-
tive. had shown a spirit of com-

spectators ‘were allowed to “remain. |

struggle. Many Canadians to-day are |

No Agreement Reached in Umon Con—
‘vention Held Last N:ght- Liberals .

na Candtdae Save

!

D

Little or nothing was momlnshzd at-last nult’u m ‘meet~
ing of North Brant delegates, exceptthe sheddhgof.clﬂunght

mmmmhw

" ance at the gathering took objection to Col,-Harry Cockshutt as a
nonaeddent,nddedinedtoconsidu mmoﬁqm

meonmmmw

ed for mesﬂons of any one who mi;ktpmvemptﬂrknam

John Harold. The meeting was prolonged until after e“vun o'eloek,
dlseusslonbehglengﬂlyandatt‘uu&hutnﬂ. : el

L
observed T. Scott Davi H\con-
sidered the last lml not

given the Liber: tll;:, 16" ¢
th 1 elyﬁ; n the
flcmgﬂ;dot nmt ] TN
ar ecided., emr
behl

tion ‘to the Li
appotntod to megt

ght asks us |
make further admwﬁmu. but we have
tried to do all possible to bring the
two parties together.

“Why should Jolm Harold not re-
present the riding 9f Nonth Brant as
well as N. W. Rowell, or Lloyd Har-
ris? I cannot see it. We have fair
grounds for opposing Lt.-Col, Cock-
shutt, a non-resident. Surely there
are capable Conaeruﬂvel in the rid-
ing.”

The speaker demanded why Str
Robert Bonglen should ut Col. Cock-
' shutt to resent Ni - Brant.
“Does that look like ‘umion gov-
Ay S
10 me ra e e >
cannot 'see jt.in the ltgh! of a m-oper
/initiative.”

He considered that in king t‘he
riding to accept any cand , 8ir
Robert ‘Borden had exceeded til pow-

what it ghould be, and it is our duty, | €™

It was no fair propositirn to ask
the Liberals to give }n. w!; T all this,
‘he decared.

“We are not asking you to aceept
Col. Cockshutt ” observed Mr.
Smoke.

‘“You are mkmc ;. campaign
@speech,” declared Mr. Jas. Scace.
““The Liberal unionists are not giv-
ling away their principles, nor are the
‘Conservatives Unionists,” replied
Mr. Davidson.

© “I cannot understand this opposi-
tion to Mr. Harold, a man as consid-
erate for his opponents as for his
friends. Had John Fisher remained
in Commons and supported Union
government, John Harold would not
have "accepted a nomination against
him. John Harold has been absolute-
1y fair, he has done more than any
other man of any party would have
done; he has done ‘his bit all through
this crisis, he has given only
son to the cause. And  should
such a man be stopped from having
some little honor at the hands of
North Brant?

“I ask you gentlemen’ appealed
Mr. Davidson, ‘“to be men. ' John
Harold, has worked for the interests
of Brant indirectly, and Paris lnreet:-
ly. 'He has played tne g?me fair, in
business and in politics;' he is no
more grit than Rowell or Lloyd
Ti8; you can give me no good r n
for opposing John ¥arold at’such &
momentous time as this.
Harold :we have-a champion of all
that is good in the present war. £
“If. you ‘had 'accepted our.proposis
tion when- John Harold first resigned
if you had used us I would
have turned John Htro!d down - for
N. W. Rowell.”

: ; No?mpodﬂon. : 55, At
“Our ‘Conservative conv nvention was
called some days before Mr. Harold'
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