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or 63 by the now Very Reverend Arch-
deacon McDonald, of Fort Mcherson on Peel
tiver, who Iabored for vears among the In-
dians aronnd Fert Vakon, and up a< far as
Fortymiie.

The knownledge o his discovery was s
sesscidl by the people at Fort Yulon, soon af-
ter it was made, for in a letter 1o his father
in Toronto a clerk at the fort wiites under
date of October 2, 1563, as follows: "1 had
some thoughts of Jdigging pold nese, but am
not sure about 1. | de et ihink it i in
paving quantitics at the fort, But if I could
amiy get time to make an expolition ap the
Yukon, I expect we sheuld find 11 in abund-
ance, but | am aiwavs on the vovage or msy
at the fort during the sumwmser, and in the
winter Siothing can Ix done in the way of
goll hunting. 1 think that sext faii, after
srriving from my trip <lown the Vokon, i
Hall be abie to o= op the rviver. Therc isa
sisall river pot tar frem bere that the min-
ister, the Reverend McDonald, saw so much
goid on a vear or twe ago that he conld have
gathered 11 with & spoon. i have often
wishel 1o go hat can sever find titne. Should
I sind golt iz paving guantities | may turn
gold digger, lmt this is merely a last resost
when | can de no beltes. ™

0, ve miners of the Vakon® think of this
reuny man on thirty or forty pousds (§fi13s-
#2300 a year using sach language. We know
you wifl sanle, and, weil, —— 7 * ——*=
vt kmew as & jasy yesort

As far 22 we inow it can be truthiully said
that the &5t man  whs thought of geld min-
g 0 the extiteme north was Arthur Harper.
This genticman, whe smsiled from the Connty
of Antrim, Irelaml, came to America when
he was 1= years of age, abhont the mnldle of
this cestary Mining cxcitement carficd

hizi to the West coast, and he drifted about
as the golden tide rose or fell until he
reached the northern parts of British Colum-
bia.

A stody of maps thes coxtant led him io
think the extensive Mackenzie and Vokon
waier svsteme—heading as hoth of them did
in known auriferous regions—must have gold
in mote of their systems than was then
known, amnd he determined to test Ys theory,
Associate! with him on his venture were
Frederick W, Hart, from the County «f An-
trim, Ireland; Samuel Wilkinson, an Eng-
lishman . George Finch, a Canadian, and An-
drew Kansclar, a German,

These five men left Manson creck on the
headwaters of Peace miver, in September,
1572 . prorceded down the Peace to a small
stream catled Half-way siver, which ther
learned had its ssurce near one of the tribs-
taries of the Liand. Up Half-way siver they
worked their way in dag-ost caness uoti
winicr sel in, when they continued with
sieighs of their swn make, resching and con-
tiguing dawn Nelson river (the tnbutary of
Liard referred 16 to a point they deemed
safe for canoe navigation, where a hait was
calied until the river opencl, Dag.out
cances were made and carly 1n May the jour-
ney dows the Nelson was continocd in them
ts the mnction with the Liard, Here an-
other was met whose name will go down ths
course of tiae Ssaciatsd with the YVaoken,
Letov Napolron (hetter known as  Jack © Me-
Cuesten.  An aoguaintance which was begusn
15 the mining Gelds of British Columbia was
renewed, confidences exchangsd, and 1o het-
far enabic them to preceed MeQuoesien gave
them hic huat and ook their dug.out canors,
Heve Wilkrson determined o try Bis uck
oz the Liard and left the original Sve The

-

temainder continned down the Liard to the
Mackenrie aned down it to the Peel from
which by a series of small streams tributary
to both water systems, which mave guite re-
cently become known as part of the Edmon-
ton route. they made their way 1o the Por.
upine. It was thus by this route that the first
real miner= who ever entered the Vokon val-
fey came and they were not twe  vears doing
it, cither. O the Mackenzie they were
joined by a Scotchman named Nicholson and
an American pamed MoNiff, who continoe!
with them to Fort Vaken,

Al Fort Vokon Harper saw a picee of na-
tive copper which the ouner, an Indian, in-
formed bimn came lroon While river.  He de-
termire] fo make 3 search for the source of
it, and ere RKansclar determisned to go down
the Vakes instead of ap.

Harper, Hart and Finch startesd on the 29th
July (aiter a fiftern days” stay st Vakon) te
prospect the Vukon and White rivers, ascend-
ing Foriymile river a short distance, as they
fonnd {air jrospects on it, hut the Indians in
the vicimity frightened them away by de-
scribing a bad canen some distance wp It
Hal fate srmanged it otherwise and they had
catinned and found the canes a vary infling
obstacle which they were destined 1o pass
and repass many times in the future, they
wonld, in the nature of thiungs, have discon-
cred the gold =n that siream, and if = whe
can say Buw diffcrently the histeay of the
Vakon might Bave been writien”

Comtinaing up the Vakon they reached
White ric=r an the 6% September, 1573, as-
cended it some listance, and, finding game
plentifnl. stopped some time souring winter
supplies of meat Space Jprevents Torther
asllnsion ta their doings than 1o say that they
failed 1o Snd the copoer, but from indica-




