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The Saskatchewan Convention
The promt vrar w«m to he one for mak- 

mr new records among the Grain Growers 
organisât ions The Saskatchewan Gram
Growers' convention held in Regina last week 
surpassed all others in the number of dele
gatee attending, both at the men's conven
tion and the women's. The four da vs de
voted to the work of the convention were 
occupied by deliberations on questions which 
will vitally effect the welfare of all Canada 

* For the past resir the members and offirrre 
have been considering and studying the* 
questions and their mature judgment iras 
crystallised in resolution form The Saskat
chewan Grain Growers' Convention has come 
to be one of the very greatest meetings of 
public importance in that province it is 
representative of the people who create al
most the entire wealth of the province. The 
welfare of any province can never he better 
cared for than by those who till the soil.

It wsj significant that the great body of 
delegate* in Saskatchewan were of one mind 
with the sister organisations m Manitoba and 
Alberta, on the question of controlling the 
railways and placing farm machinery on the 
fnV list Both the* great achievmenta can 
he brought about if the organised farmers of 
Canada are determined upon it. The farmers 
of Canada have never realised their political 
strength Some dav they will do so. and 
there will be s big change in political affairs

Probably the most significant and encourag
ing feature of the whole convention ira* the 
large attendance at the women's convention. 
Without in any way belittling the importance 
of the men's organisations, ire believe that in 
the development of the highest type of civilisa
tion in this western country the women will 
play the more important part. Being less 
accustomed to public meetings and discus
sions on public affairs, the women'» organisa
tions may not grow so rapidly. They, how- 
ever, will not only be a factor in the solution 
of problems which the men deal srith. but 
they will bring to bear a new viewpoint on 
social, moral and spjptnal matters, which is 
bound to bring about an evolution in the rural 
civilisation of the West. Nothing of greater 
importance to rural welfare has happened in 
recent years than the organisation of inde
pendent associations of farm women Every 
well-wisher sill encourage and aid them in the 
great work they have before them.

Democracy In the Balance
Steadily throughout Canada public opinion 

turns towards the nationalization of railways. 
There seems now to be a fairly general agree
ment that the government should take over 
and operate the Canadian Northern, the 
Grand Trunk and the Grand Trunk Pacific. 
These three linked up with the Intercolonial 
would make a great national transcontinental 
system The reason most people favor the 
nationalization of these roads is that they are 
a financial' failure under private ownership. 
But the big financial and commercial interests 
are opposed to nationalizing the C P R They 
want it to remain a private corporation with 
increased freight rates to enable it to pay 
huge dividends and large surpluses. The 
increase in freight rates as a rule does not 
worry the big interests, as ft is the consumer 
who finally pays them.

It is of much greater importance to the 
people of Canada that the C.P R should be 
nationalized than that the other roads should 
be taken over Privately-owned railways 
have always been the enemy of government- 
owned roads. The C.P.R. as a private cor
poration would eminently prefer the failure of 
government roads because its own position 
wqpld then be more secure. It is natural that

the influence of the C.P R would oppose the 
<* government system, and it is 

T*** *<Pn^n in Canada that the influence of 
^ j® mighty powerful The iwcluasnw 

of the C.P.R. in the nationalisation scheme is 
fwly what makes it most detimhle The 
supporters of the C P R say that puMic 
ownership of railways has been * failure Here 
it where they low their ra* In Canada the 
C N R and the G.T P have been a rolnsal 
failure under private ownership in spite of all 
thnr assistance from the public treasury 
In the Lotted States the whole system of 
privately-owned railways has broken down 
and the government was forced to lake them 
over to save the nation from disaster The 
railway difficulty in the United States in the 
last few week* has not been due to government 
■ctwn, but instead to the desperate condition 
<* the railways when the government took 
them over The* outstanding examples of 
failure under private ownership more than 
counterbalance any failures under public 
ownership

The C.P.R. is the outstanding aucceaeful 
private! y-owned railway But why Is it such 
a success’ Simply beau* the people of 
Canada have given the C.P.R, out of the 
public treasury and the public resources, cash. 
Und grants, constructed railways, tax exrmp 
lions and other noncustom that ca|»ta)ise«l 
today total S4.t0.000.000 This huge sum is 
practically enough to build the whole C P R 
system from coast to coast. In addition to 
all this, however, the C.P.R. has been allowed 
high freight rates, to pay ten per cent, divid
ends on all its capital and to am in addition 
no le* than $100.000.000 in surpluses in the 
last seven years This explains fully the 
C.P.R succe* which is not due to private 
ownership, but to the generosity and prodigal
ity of Canadian politicians

Nearly one-fourth of the mileage of the 
C P.R. u in the United States This portion 
has already been taken over by the American 
government without any protest from the 
C P.R.. as protests would have been u*le*.
A protest is being made in Canada where 
C.P.R. influence is powerful.

Then there are tho*. and they arc numerous, 
who say Canada could not take over the 
C.P.R. beau* of its tremendous cost. This 
argument is ridiciflous The government 
would merely have to assume the liability for 
the $260.000.000 capital stock of the C.P.R 
and the payment of interest on bonds. It 
would 1* a far easier and a better busine* 
proposition than talcing over cither the C.N.R 
or the G.T.P In fact it is the only good 

. argument in favor of taking over these tiro 
poverty-stricken railroad* The huge profits 
on the C.P.R. would more than make up the 
losses on the oth r two roads and there would 
he no need of any increase in freight rates 
Every country on earth except Canada has 
nationalized its railway's. Canada would do 
the same were the C.P.R. not so powerful. 
There is a grim struggle now going on to 
4$tcrmine whether the government will own 
the C.P.R. or the C.P.R. own the government. 
Every local Grain Growers’ and United 
Farmers’ organization should put its views 
into shape and forward them to the govern» 
ment at Ottawa immediately. The govern
ment is hearing arguments on the case on the 
first day of March and the question no doubt, 
will be settled within a few weeks. Prompt 
action is necessary to sec that it is Killed 
right.

Sir Joseph Plavelle. who made the huge 
profits out of war orders on pork, still holds 
his job as head of the Imperial Munitions 
Board. Why the government does not insist 
on a change it is hard to understand, but 
Jo*ph still holds his job. his title and his pork.

Fighting Starvation
To encourage food production and http evict 

Manrstkin in Europe the Dominion govern
ment hes taken the duty off farm tractors. 
Thie applies to tractors crating not more 
than |l400 at point of shipment in the United 
States. Thés would indivis tractors wiline 
up tn $2200 or thereabout* in Western Canada 

duty on tractors has hem 27 H per cent 
The removal of the duty will lower the retail

Kr poiheNy about 77 per ant. or rath* 
1er then a fifth A reduction of front $750 
to $400 in the pria of tractors will gratis 

increase the *1, and will bring mo* land und* 
plow. The government has made a big 

step in the right dim-ti wi and deserves credit 
for its action

Somebody should have hern prearnt ef 
Ottawa, however, to tell the government that 
• tract* is not much good unie* it is hitched 

» Plow and that plows are still taxed 
77^ p* cem duty The same troth applies 
to all oth* agricultural machinery. . If the 
government n seriously in earnest It will place 
all other agricultural machinery on the free 
list at once A large import* of agricultural 
implements gave us the following figures 
«owing the cat of the duty A twelve-inch 
gang olow. now wiling st $11100 w add *11 
at $03 00 if the duty see* removed. A double 
disc drill now eelling at $204 00 would *11 at 
$161 00 if the duty were remove»! A farm 
wagon now wiling at $154 00 would edi at 
Si 17 00 if the duty were removed A small 
gas engine now wiling at $6100 would sell 
•t $47.00 if the duty wire removed Thrue 
are merely lypial figures to show what the 
duty oast* the farm*.

Some thoughts* people remark. "Oh, 
farmers are prosperous, they can pay the* 
P™** True, some farmers are prosperous, 
hut there are tea of thousands of them 
struggling between surer* and failure. The 
extra $2$ 00 tax on a plow will prevent hun
dreds of farmers from buying and the extra 
$41 00 tax on a seed* will man many less 
seeders in u*. The chap* the machinery 
the more trill be used. C

The fond required cannot be produod 
without the uwof the machinery. The govern
ment ha* recognised this fact by purchasing 
one thousand tractors which it is announce 
will lie sold to farmers at cost, plus freight, * 
about $*00 each This government action will 
result in increased acreage and a bigger yield 
of grain, but every indication points to a great 
food shortage no matter how big is Western 
Canada's crop, and in 1019. war * peace, the 
shortage will he even great*. The fanners of 
the West will do their part Women and old 
men will be working on the farms of the West 
this year in great* numbers than ever before 
But the tax on agricultural implements will 
reduce the yield by some millions of bushels. 
It will man starvation to some unfortunate 
people in Europe Is the government of 
Canada prepared to starve human beings hi 
ord* to retain the duty on agricultural imple
ments’

i’olleh People Arc Starving
Probably no part of Europe has suffered 

so much as Poland from the ravages of the 
war. It is said that nearly all children in 
Poland under five years of age died from the 
hardships and exposure of the first two years 
of the war. Today the Polish people are being 
starved hv the enemy to force their sympathies 
against the Allia. There is a big Polish army 
fighting in France, and another is being 
recruited in Canada and the United States 
today. While they are fighting for the Allia, 
ten million of their people at home are facing 
starvation. The Guide will accept and forward


