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Banks that Serve the Farmer
A banking law secured by the Farmers’ Alliance of Kansas that has 

revolutionized farm economics in the State
By E*-Governor J. W leedy

wa* llir
•til tkr thing * li|r |i .l>4

The- Kiuiüi Banking l*aw wii 
fof»-r«| UB to thv atalutr llook* of the*
S«itr l*y tlw- Fanner»’ Alliance of 
Kan*a» a l»ody of Biru that *4 look 
«*! au 1 talk«**l au.I Brird ” Kau»a» 
lia» I* "i r**UI»ll« ». Till* l«oWe*r tl»U»«* 
of tk«* Kan»*» l.^oLiiurr ruu*i*|»
•f Iluraul et» ai.*! ikr- Hruatr of 
hi me ml rr» The Hanking U« ha* 
l#ara on the •latiit* book* of the Htalr 
luring tu« |.a*i iwrirty rear*, amt 
•luring that lime more thaa a thou 
ami Mure hate hrlgo»l to moult the 
law into it* g-reacnt form There 
are t**la>v ao l« »> thaa ÎH3 hanker*
■ h the State of Kaa»a* doing bu»i 
are* ua«!rr tht* law The es 
t«rriearr of tlorior banker» ha* aha»
Wb »4»M te*thr wiwtow of the 
legislator*, *o that it rauaot be eastl today that the 
law i* aa esgo-riwcni It t« a tried a ad |>vovea 
l»rartiral |*iree of l«rgi»lnteoe, a ad ha* gitrn seek 
•alislaetloa to the g«eog*lc of the State of Kaasa* 
that ao element farmer, merchant • r anyone rise 
want* to régirai or change the law la a ay material 
wa%- The eea»i|» of |MM shooed the State of Kan 
•a* ti> he the gmorr»i State of th« Tnioe, the g*er 
eag.ita wealth averaging eel y tt»£3 Today Kan»»» 
à» the n# heat Slate ia the I'moa- I do not know 
that thio hanking law ia eat it led to all the r redit, 
by aa% arts*. There are three thing* which hat# 
••etribwtrd ia a large way Is the •urn»* of tl»i» 

law Owe wa» a change made ia the methml* of 
«igeslliii*. mainly the irnimlsHM* of alfalfa wed 
Kaffir worn a* ri*g* of the State The thiwg whieh 
helgtrd still wufir Iowa 
lion law ( Ag»gd*w»e 
m«e»i wa* Ik*» Inaakiag law la infwi tbe wearwgsigmr* 
thrw»wl the I Sited State» referre*! to the Stale of 
K »w»a» a» “bleeding Kan»*» the land of ryrrlimr*. 
i>tir«an!» fbwed* hot winds, drought*. gras*ho|»ief », 
rhiweh bag* crooked gmlitiriaw» and bwakrwgd farm 
ere i l^awghier > f«rntlemrs 11 wa» a Ine de 
«rfigdiow le every detail t Hesewed laughter #
I *»terâ tu agoial had entirely rented to go into the 
State Via rtftwld wot borrow any money inside the 
*»iair *«i m«i »ef it, and ihowsawd* of oar farmer» had 
le*wn in load wg« their *twff and get owl Kim»*, 
like Western * aaad<-. wa» homestended, and many 
mea, who, in the better time* g*nor to that had *w 
needed •• mort gag lag the»» farms walked off a ad let 
the mortgagee* take the faim» Xol only Ikon 
•weds. I wi tew» of ihowanmls of farmer*, got owl 
of the Slate, iwrHe*leg o-say -»hn had ao mortgage 
on their land nt all- At this lime Ike farmer* »w< 
ed the lower house of the I «eg mist **9* sad demanded 
I* el tome law »honld be ta«nd which won Id g*n> 
i »de them with ea*>ngh r redit le enable them to *ta» 
•a the reunify- tig»fm*itMm wa» forthromlng, a ad 
bitter efifamilioa it was, bnt the former** 9eg*ftr*ra 
Sativen aiotad the racket. sad *ai*l they won Id not 
g «a** aa» a|*f*fottiali*»# bills sale** they got the 
beating law Whm the game* who were tat created 
again»* the law fonnd that it had to be allowed 

make the law oi -
•frmitif in every was they <r**M —• that In the 
•mginaing, the law wa» a | rettv erode affair Th» 
farmers' g-nrt» straggled along ont il l**»7 when the% 
sg*tatrd both honor* of the l^egialntare sad th* 

Karr alive, whieh gdared them ia the position to 
make the kind of law they wanted and the law that 
sis gear* of esg*ertwnra had taaght them was need 
»d fir old lew was repeals 1 s fee «nctmwi of 
*t that were good being tablitl in the new law 
whieh with two amendment* ta whieh I shall refer 
later, la the law new

delivered to the eighth annual roaveniioa of the Tailed 
Farmers of Alberta held in Vnlgary recently, lion J. W l«eedy, rs lies 
ernor of the Stale of Kansas, who is now an Alberta farmer residing at 
Wbiicceurt, ia the aew country northwest of Fdmontun, describes the og«er 
atioa of the Kansas Hanking Us This law, aays lion. Mr l«erdy, was 
forced onto the statute book» of the State by the Farmers’ Alliance of 
Kaasa*, after year* of struggle with interested |*artie* ia the Stale Hy 
the celabhehinenl of small local banks, he tells how the State lost its reg.u 
• atioa for baakragd farmer* and became the richest State ia the Union 
Mr I .red y rame to Tanada on account of failing health eight year* ago, 
inking ug* a komeslead at Whitecourt, Alberta, which he proted ug* e*»me 
years ago.

one to gmtroaur 
a different »iew.

Maw FrwspMe la Fiaames
The beneite which I shall g note **% arc l wed

ne* the gm«*a#e of the law •• •MT The law am* 
Bsed ifsa some new piB'kU la See wee la the 
»»• gdaee we tod the t **»tioa that nay bank

law 
•r*«
which fee#
^orated es»

d I’Uldl

•gene»» | si lie >»*tilst»oa 
»»d r» gala ted hy the 
state of Kansas has t

def,«m»ia whether an ta* **• 
g.p|vale last it arise was a 
sad nhoaM he *ag«erv Ned 

M*m Rttff hank ia the 
» saluait a •• -** «taioment

•vet» si« month* »*-• an mwrh oft ewer ns M ia 
repaired: to the Mnnking |t«f art menu These 
• >*»vw*at* nr# giten node# oath and the banker 

1 a* te pi* w all the «tefailt and far i * *•<*** era» s g % « 
tomme» » A dr g* wt * from the Hast Tom mis» loner “♦ 

ffike k * - eh|r t*. tarn s|* aa* da* with author »t > 
**» m the bank "* entire nee «mats, and if ike ham »r 
Wa* mad» a ml*»tste*went which amweata to a sh 
demeanour or a felon* it is maadatoev ate»* the
Hank f‘'ommkmiowef to go and 6b information with 
■ he »r-oaty a*Incur* The hunker n then

ruled. »a«f if roa* tried is sent le tike geeaitenliary 
with aay other felon While we kad at flrsl to seed 
•owe ue hate had to seed *eC> few latterly. When 
I came into office as governor there were four beak 
rr% ia the gwaiteatisry beseeching we for g*ardoa

V

•MlUf mmm
LMn> U

Tlw lee ■„ liM»<
■ ■ It.,».,/ Ike 1-iww U.l • Mil BM r»»4»t
• wtl BUM >• Ik* na.uK IB B,br, .1 M Ib
>•••(. •• eell aw 4i>wIbb4w Ib Iks 4vkM4m

<W»bb W, U4 I» Sb4 • we. is B.SB9B ikel
Ikt, ew,l4 ke 4«iBi. >b4 b# 4M fl H MH le „ 
tree, le a < aaa4>,a bb4ibb»» '«Mat. il.i the.
• *etiB, IW »**!«. m bb 4iff.f.it la tkle 'sealty
II". ,t.fiU4* kae Ik# i4»a lk.1 Iks a U.l
M Ik* Ului «I n ,b4 lk.1 Ike kaa. .1.1 kas 
(mb lîe.hti.,»*- I» MDJMU. 'Bi-.ial w Iks keel

le Kassa* we lunk 
Oar tin we. lk»l 

Ihr Maallet B liaek »... Ikk siurr 
yfk<i*et wi.iee il wi>wM gi.r W. 
,II#b*4 uur beak. l« U ia- iii|.ir«lnl 
I"i Ik# eaiall wa uf 4IU.UUU. ,eU ia 
Ik* Iwfiaaiai .13 leek, err* larui 

al wa> m.«II. Imw Ikaa 
IIVinmi Tkr re ib , |>ru% laiua ia «#. 
la. Ikjtl ak*a Ik* 4r|«isiU uf Ikrs* 
•■aaks, fur bis ruaerreli.e wualka, 
r,rr*4 Ire Hairs Ikr r,|.||,| uf tkr 
(•a.k. Ikes Ik* r,|aial tus*I b* ib 
■ reawl. %lse> uf Ikrs* leak* shirk 
Blartwl ia lllll# rrue* rued lu.ee 
Bilk «IUUIIU ruilll kat* Bier# br*a 
furesd b> u«,i|,lee af .lr|«wi|. lu la 
r,ra*r tkrir r,|.ilel. TV.rr efr Mill, 
kume.er, wBf kin |u kn uf |k*M 

■* lk« 410.000 Veei. aa a*a i.bbVs ere all Iks lira* 
bMa« Marled A Bulk" dl4",a'* krlarua Mil 
haaks a ad Ik* basks uf Ckaada is Ike ear ia shirk 
Ikr) luee awa*) ll is relirai) diOneai is (‘aaada 
la I‘a Bails Ik* beaks raa lue. Muer) le faner vs 
B|*ea Ikreehrd grmim raised B|u»a I keif SB s fanes 
w. Ikeegkl diWrTrell) sbual tkal W* ..Bird Ike 
bask direrlers lu h. «lira Ik* largvsl liberl) la 
seek lag basas sad (saw laiea ass BaS'l. sa I bat Ik* 
U.lvt Migkl base auan *a ««el *alal*. *kall*le at 
l«ra*aal sereril), a kirk larledrd n,t> Vied af 
laaglbl* asarl, Ikr baa la barer a rslr uf lalaml eel 
la* rsresal I hr rslr albaard k. ». Tkr a|Braliea 
has In* raised el I hie rueireftaa* tUal rk«a|* 
***** Wr Brfr baskieg far a., kied af Bear, 
ikal Wr rauild ». **BI basais aie I l^agblrr I Al 
• bal I lar Ik# Irgal isl* el lal«n*i a Be If |«# reef 
lb* bgi.leiar* kas star* >.d«ad II lu ira. aad I 
ka.r a In in frees ikr Mask 1‘s.awsi.aw irllieg 
*• Ikal lade) Ik* bulb af I*.a* Made era el ibr 
•sir a»f a*.*, af rljfkl |*| ml, bet alien. Oral 
rlasa lésas ate Made el aa las. aa sis |*f aval As 
•dbrr I«rul l.|ua IS Ikal Iks —rf—1j af Ik* »•! 
•lire* luTs skaII br raslalsals uf Ibr rMUal) ur ad rue 
■ eg rueelMB lu Ikal la ahlrk Ik* beak Is leaalrd 
»a | al Ik* hash*, aa la kbs )af* aad k* slews Ike*.

Tke Serarlly af CkararUg
I at

» • SM.»

Ikr »s| la k* see *e 1*4 aaa Ml Klerk. af AI alia*, 
•is years eg* Alika, ales Ike., as* era I beaks 
be.s bad lu «asy*ad, Ihte aaa ike eel) keek" 4a 
■eg sa.lbiag akark sell yeMlft a see.wlksa 
Mr I'ImI ke« bee. Is Ik* Kaasa. ISsiinUM) leaf 
NAfk A skaM lies age be ,y ) Ie4 la ik# Hsar4 af 
I “a ideas la ka>, , keansg Tke mi aka I Iks 
Heard Mid la kiei—•

11 We kad la Make Iksaa Saadi aa Ikal )iaa|i» .said 
'illfl.li ia lk*M aad )Sl Maas) >s I be* 

Jake II Klerk * sal a", a Iklrlsea ys.ro af k» 
fetes. 1er* kef era h* w liakl* la |*rwl* ••

Ils-k ass aralrsrsd fa# k*.*.laaa years Tkal 
a as Ik# ralieg Made by Ib* Kaasa* Hmfd af l*ar 
dam lad week fia. ‘I yes lk.sk a.*#) beaker » 
K *#«•» kaues .See Ms -1 .a# raa.Ut.d sad a bee 
bis I .Ma M sgi II# m a arasdlsg ..raieg la Ik* 
reel *4 l be*

.11 tell tee hue Ik* ». aurked U*i la m) a., 
'•aali, akirk M l)fekr.| uf akal leak «dare ala* 
•beta Ibraaal Ik* .1.1* Al Ike IIM* Ibir ». ass 
leased Ik", a*#* l.a aeiiuael kas k s i. M ) raa.|« 
b.alrd si Ik* reeel y seal, else uar |*t. air keel. 
Tkle rasai. >• I seal. feel k) ibirl. Milas I. »■ 
Irai, awl la add 11 see la l be Ihrew Uf*» beaks l kata 
aria .1er lull* keeks a# !.«!«« i. ell II M raay 
• a a** IVrrafa##, Ikal aa Mae .uald k* .ary far 
fraM a Isaak Tkal M .ha* .a waalad. bararMa 
■•r af Ikr Orel ( ne-i|.lr. uf a bus k |b ad II * , 
. flat aa* * lbs I Ib* baakar rk*.M kaa. kM was 
K«*r. Mea N 'barer l*# la II» keek leg keMaaaa is 
rilkar aa asarl af a Isa brill. Wr esel*4 ref keek
rr I* keee *«*#) ssaa eke a raid rasa* ellkla Ik* 
rltrlr ml Ik* leak ‘a laker err. lu Iks red lk.1 k* 
M.gkl gie* 'trdll la a.##) eilisae .ha aaa sail, 
-f M The Sfdeia. ■ nna i la k* l. IkU reealry 
Ikal a bask skua Id eel lass Msar). . treyd ea esse* 
rul'd a** aril), *ar k as a heal, shirk kaa a - ask 
.ala* la Ib* Merkel -.*». Mere leg I bars «.rail y
»w I seal aatkanl v tm* saura * Ikal Ik* * uu| Ik* 
aka» del) af a keek I Iklak H sill be «■seeded 
Ibel Ike »lr Itary a.I Merges see isarlklrg af a 
’ask" A skull 11Mr kafags br died be *e«e la 
f.fMillaa kafars a '»agr»asns«l raMMIMkaa af Ik# 
VeilM Males Ikal be did set sleeve lee# aery 

kM Ikal be aflae laaasd H as r be far 
lev If br lira Ikal a Me. *as be,sir aad tu 
able Ikrs k* sell lass bi* , Mill's, duller, wtlb 
sal ,,) srranf. Ha I, Kaasa* .a tried la Maks 
r .ai) esa *s r he verier aa easel sad •* r«M4 self 
da Ikal kv wakleg Ik* keeks sm#II sad lewl. as 
Ikal Ik* keeker « sai l hewe | *rs*aaH. Ike mbs 
aka 'aa>r I* kl* far a Use .

grael
Tke Maral Id* «

I vi*a ike fduA.Mrse ». af leases * were * 
af «radii far we k I a, H ksdler aff aad I*,

•a* Ik* Mises» artk.s Ik* siale, ke( I deal lu «a. 
Ikal * » keeking ». kad aa werh i. da a ilk Iks 
»uvek af Ik# «'sir af Kaasa* a, Ik* (.«MlkMtee 
». Vevv mvI I* mv *«ls.uk weal sad sail Mu

• l«* I had MMfe
k aad reds af si-»- - »»• >* Kes«a« aa Ike he* 
to. hefeve .a gal II ia«ard. aad H *»*•* err erred 
•a Mr Ikal M a sold bars Ib» rrra» Ner did I .

rr >..■ ,s-dkrr was aU srgeed Ikal Ik. ».
.uald base a wuval rdwl aa Ike raraweell) f 
.III IrU wkal bsyyumd ia *y luwa. sad H he^ 

r.asl •* U* ■


