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TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS.

Our kindly helpers who contribyte
items of Diocesan Intelligence, will
please excuse the delay which will oc-
our in publishing the news they have
sent. Next week we hope to make
ample amends. We wish them very
cordially all seasonable blessings.

CHRIST IN THE DWELLING.

A CHRISTMAS LEGEND.

'Twas Christmas eve, and still and deep

The snow un es;
And stars are ing, cruel-bright,
High in the ies.

Slow

the village-street he came,
That old amlll Wan, N

Weary falt'ring, hunger press'd,
With garments scant and torn.

And sad, and slowly, as he went,
He plai evermore,

“ For’ 's dear love, have pily on
The homeless and the poor.

“ 1 have so many little ones
At home to and feed,
Not e'en a groat have I to spare,
However great thy need.”

door
‘ A stream of fire-light came—
"% Whoe'er thou art, this blessed eve
Thou 'rt welcome in Christ's name.”

Thus warm'd, and fed, they laid him
doyn

To rest, on their own bed ;
“God-.d!ouzglt." they said, “ Good

* Christ be with you,” he said.

** Go to the st 8 room, my child,
‘And if he be awake,
Bid bim with us o and prayer

This day, for Jesu's sake."
Within the humble room there shone

N: mild light,
: nor fire, might give that glow,
Hﬂp"nnly mnbenms‘g:ight. gow

'made

With raiment full and fair,
A wreath of fadeless roses twined
Among his radiant hair.

« Fear not.”" he said, and sweet and
His voice fell on the ear;

And Christ himself is here.”

“The shelter and the succour given,
The clothing and the bread,

Unto the least of My poor lambs,

Is giv'n to me instead.”

God's richest blessings fell,
A peace surpassing knowledge,
No mortal words can tell.

Not perfect rest from toil or care,
From tears not full release,

But, still through every trial there,
God's presence gave them peace.
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