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Little Criss' Letter,

A postinan stood with puzzled hrow

And in his hands turned o'er and o'er
A letter with addross 5o strange

As he houl never seen betore

The writing eramped, the feiters simally
And by boy's rough hand ensiye
The words ran thus: =To .l <Uhy

Heaven”

and underneath inseribed,

The postman patsed; fthwetl he ki
No matl on carth this not wld take

And yet "twas writin ehild i
And posted for the dear Lord’
ith careful hand he hroke the seid,
And reverently the letier read

Twas short, and very » e
For this was all the w

“ALy Lord and saviour, Jesus Chirist,
I've lately lost iny father dear,
Mother s very, very poor,
And lite to her is sad and drear,
Yot thou hast py Lin Thy Word
That none et
For what they 1
1oty asked fnJesus’ natne,

s 1o writing in His name,
P'o ask that Thon wilt Kindiy send
Some money down s what thon canst »f ‘
wnd what is right foras 1o spu nd.
I wantso much to go to sehood ]
While tather Hived 1always went,
But he had Hitle, Lord, to ;
And what he deit Is almost spent,

il T
olden gate;

“1do not know how long
Ere this ean reach th

But I will tey and 1
And for the answer

The tidings reachoed that tar-
Adthough 1) ter did not go,
And st ght t King anangel sent
To help the Httle boy below,

Oft to hismother he would say
S knew the La Wi
W hen he hied read
Which I had sent tor Jesas’ sa H
A ! happy ix tld you but teach
My henet to trust ny Father s ‘
And 1o leve where aught's denied
s only done my taith 1o prove,

FABIOLA:

OR

hd answer ke
rth s

THE CHURCIH OF Til CATACOMBS!

BY HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL WISEMAN,

“Stay am ymment.” <he answered, somewhat
pitiated @ =Corving Jgave you two piec
worth all yourg
against: the oth

“How 17

“Pid 1 oot tell you not to hant the Chiistians,
but to eateh them in your toils 2 Falvins has don
the seeond, and lias gained something, \
done the first, and what have yoa carned

“Nothing bat , confusion, and stripes,™

“Then 1 was a cood connsellor in the one advice:
follow me in the second.”

“What was it

“When vou had hecome viel enongh by Christian
spoil, to offer yourself; with your wi alth to Fabiola.
She | I every offer : bat 1

L
] of advic
Ad that nicht.  One von have acted
you have not followed ™

\
LS THA

ws till now coldly rejected
have olserved one thing carefully. wery spend-
thrift has songht her fortune to vepair his own;
pend upon it he that wins the prize must come on
the principle that two and two make four. Do you
understand me 7 '

“Too well, for where are my two to come from /7

SListen to me, Corvinns, for this is our last inter
view: and [ rather like you, as a hearty, relentless,
and unfecling cood hater,”  She drew nearer and
whispered @ =l
can  wheedle any thing, that Fulvins has some
splendid Chvistian prizes i view, one especially,
Come this way into the shadow, and 1 will tell you
how surely vou may infercept his treasures,  Leave
to him the cool murder that will he necessary, fo
it may be troublesome: hut step in between Ty and
the spoil. He would do it to yon any day.”

She spoke to hime for some minates i low and
earnest tones and at the end, e broke out into the
lond exclamation, “Excellent 17 What a word in
a month !

She cheeked him by a pull, and peinting to the
building opposite, exclaimed SHush! look there!

suel

the world cone round ina brief spaee ! The Tast

time these two wicked heings were on the same spot
plotting bhan to others, the window above was o

enpicd by two virtnon vouths, who, like two spirits |

of wood, were intent on unvavelling their web of
micchief, and conntermining their dark approaches,
They are gone thenee, the one sleeping in his tomb,
the other slambering on the eve of exeention, Death
looks to us like a holy power, seeing how mueh he
ps taking to his society the good, rather than
the evil,  He snatehes away the flower, and Jeaves
the weed its poisonous life, till it drops into mature
decay.

Bt at the moment that they Tooked ap, the win
dow was oeenpivd by two other persons,

SThat is Falvins,™ said Corvinus, Swho just came
to the window.”

“And the other is his evildemon, Eovotas,” added
the dave,  They both watehed and listened trom
their dark nook.

Fulvins came again at that moment to the win-

"

dow with a sword in his hand, cavetully turning and

examining the Lilt in the bright moonlight.  He
flung it down at last, exclaiming with an oathy “It
is only brass, after all.”

Furotas came withy to all appearance, a vich
ofiicer’s belt, and examined it carefuliy.  ©All false

stones ! Why §declare th whole of the effects an
not worth fifty pounds. Youw have m wle bhut a poor
ob of this, Fulvins”

“Always reproaching me, Eurotas, Aund vet thi
miserable gain has cost me the life of one of the
cimperor’s most favots alticers,

“And no thanks probably  from your niasted fin
it.  Burotas was vight,

Next morning the slaves who veceived the hody

of Sehastian were siprised by a swarthy  female
figmne }r:lvil, by them and whispering to the,

“ffe s still alive.”

Instead, therefore, of earrying him out for hurial,
they hore iim to the appariment of lrene, The

carly onr of the moruing, and the cmperor’s hay
TN Lol the evening
IIAIKU|'.lil‘¥ll!-’¥',\"l thismovement.  Instantly Diony

qius was sent for aud he pronounced every wotd
not one arrow having tonched a vital organ. Bt

loss of Dlood had \,xl\}n]l‘m to such a fearful ex

tent. that hie considered weeks must ‘l“i e bhefore

the patient would bhe fit to move
For fonr-and-twenty  ho

Wi l\llll']-l"lh‘l\\wll{«l_\ term was finished she con
dueted Fabiola to Tren's apartinent, 10 receive licr

i
«f assurance that he b |

with tli

Palatine and Forum un
hideous vites of her nupti ER
Fabiola inquired after Seba tin
solicitude, that Trene doubted not that she wa
Chvistinn. The fivst fow times she conte nted he

i S e 5
self with receiving int

cnee at the doory and pad

ting into the hands of Sehastian's hostess a large
cum towards the expenses of Lis recovery: but after

two days, when he was improviig he was conrta
ously invited toenterand |
he found herselt consel

Clvistian family.

y in the hosowm ol

Irene, we arve told, was the widow of Castulus, | the de
Her hus

band had just suffored deatlis hut she romaived still,

one of the Chiromgtion band of converts

fation and sorrow,

unnotieed in the
padace, T'wo danghit

away upon the She sympathised fully with th

aflliction and thebs
a buoyaney about thenthere was almost
fon breaking out through their distig

their clouds were sun-lit and ightoned at times,
il sullen,n vl!x'i and heavy

P seemed insipid, un
1 1

will not attempt

Wier appeared she held thi

= heart; until 1

which only one Intelligence can
conld not atford ©

Divine Will, Toping

istened back, delivered his
,and threw the ring

sl amight display

ow from her shand’s fist felle
cround, and was g

her | But T own 1 feel pain
T b A
1L may b the sconer, :

ed the jewel; and the woman roset
t iy exchanged ond

CHAPTER XXVIL

brought | softuess, 1 hope, in thi= matter. Do vou rementhey

The memorable plot which the Dl “I£,” he_said, “you hiad al
traved to Corvinus, was one to which a

the conversation 1

< Fulvius fool enoug

have heen stialg

o to Tertullus my- | day  tha

Fulvius and his guardian,
- | the blmd apa 1y 1's
.\;nn-- was a Christian,

SAL any ate, T owill myself see wmy
11“;-111\ this time,” i
fellows with clubs come I

Two of his attendant ex
hind ;Sebastianscarcely able to st

admissions, that
and he believed he had now
he conld terrify
with himself, or he could destroy her,

ement did not strike Fabiola li

cond alternative by
otas; but, despair-

Colmunst wot have any blood spilt on thes
| of him with vowm

Sehastian’s death
She had found that fai
o in what <he had considered the type

e s she was not sweprised o find it in

Ctannts and exhoitations of 1
ing of abtaining
know from Enrotas, out of whom 1 | vespecttul, 1

it pres<ing letter, deseriptive of b
interested attachment to her, an
There was hut the fainte
the end. that duty might compel him to tak
other eonrse, it humble petition did not ) e ul.

o this application he veccived a calim, s
e vefusaly a stern, final, ane
But mor, the letter staied in

oot his iand to Fabiol
eed, and so addressed mor
wits horrified and «

mple grandeur of that
cuileless innocence,
e had almost worshipped.
it hronght hier prob-
find two such pecrless

hat wnmistakeab made Fabiola’ difficultics less

e saud to her s

springing from the same seed,
the child, and asked hery
“How long have you heen so /7
Al mv life, dear Faliola; 1 sucl
av, with my mother’s milk.”
And why did you coneea
ause I saw vour violent prejudices against
you abhorred s
superstitions, as prepetrators of the most
yerceived how you condem-
lucated, unphilosophi-

« Lamb, and could admit frem no perishabl
(pressions of personal attachment, This ve-
bufl <teeled his heart against pitys hut h determin-
to act pradently.
In the meantime, Fabiola, seeing the determina
How are the tables turned; oy, vather, how has [ tion of Sebhastian not to fly, conceived the romantic
W himeselr, by extorting
She did not know

most dry up in her throat !

< vou said just
,veturning her )
I think that blow must have

*replicd the em-

don from the emperor,
depths of wickedness in man’s heart,
thonght the tyrant might fume fora
that he would never condemn a man twice to deatl,
Jie thought must linger in his
mid her carnest pleading and tears would
extract them as heat does the hidden
She accordingly sent a petition for

s the covetousness
man, presumed, as she said, to

faint, sive,” she said vespeetfuily odious abominations. 1)

ped ns as unintellectual, une

cal, and unrcasonable, Y

 and the only object of

vous wind was the Chistian name.”

vet 1 think thiat  had
1

But by the bye Thave to
o which you sent,and
cwife” (her own late sl

Some pity and merey

1 have given to Hyphax’

known that vou, or S
could not have hated

A hody near to witness against hin,
oken o er o and hie ather’s loval atta ents | 4 4 O 2
token of her own and her father's lova T heavy blow on the head had proved fatal: and

This was a ring with jewels of rare heanty, and im-
aceepted: but <he
was merely told to attend with her memoriai at the
Palatine on the 20th, in common with other peti-
tioners, and wait for the emperor’s descent by the
stairease,om his way to s {
e s was this answer <he vesolved to visk any thing
and do her hest,

The appointment day cames
s -H!n]\]hlll( and for

“You think so now, Faliola; hut you know
the foree of universal prejudice, the weight of false-

hastian was safe where lie had so longed to be.
{ How many noble minds, fine |

hore with him a double palm, and
Yot =till, an ignominious end
the world; heaten to death without eereins
the Hperor conyerst .

i i g hood daily repeated.
intellects, and loving hearts
luced to believe us to be all that we are not,
nething even worse than the worse of others!”
CAWell Aunes, it is selfish in me to argue thus with
VOu 1 Vour prest nt posittion.
compel Fulviust

secing his work completed ordered
that Sebastian at least should not he o
Tiber nor on a dunghill

o his body,” he added, “and throw it int
S wyatcliod ctuatityes than ool mothers, ghilsi | ] ) : !
more wretehed ereaties than herself, mother i Cloaci. 1o 1ot there, and be the food of vermi

<. who held petitions for merey for thost
dearest to them, now in dangeons or mines,

o prove that youw are a Chyistian.”

her father’s deatlhy took it and intend to doso ay

il o J»lvn:) of
what to-morrow ! asked Fab-
ol shoeked at the idea of anything so Tnmediate,

Sy es, to=ToITow.
disturbance about me(thongh 1 sus
CLam to be interrogated early, and
canmary proceedings will be taken.

“in themorning!
ve it.” This wasdones
s, that in the night he
appeared to the holy matron Lacina, a
Ler where to find his sacred remains,

his summons, and they
where now stands his basilica

hope she had - cntertan ddie
her at the sicht of so mueh wiretchednes,
for it all to expeet favor.
spark, at every step that {

But fainter grew its last
e tyrant took down the

on his coarse hand.

CHAPTER XXV

P NGh S L what 1 have hoped for,

dashed it on the Only here and there e

tary, a man seavcely lessin-

ere are eritical days in

speravi jam teneo ipsi
ceelisquen in ternis pusita tota

devotione dilexi”|
Oh! i= Henot heautiful, Fabiola,
Joveder far than the angles

v mild His eve! how bland
| the whole expresson of his face!

violently, not from fea

the day, but the pre
ared to the world
Land to hims=elf the

had shie known how, ov ta whom,
stretehing out his land 1o take
hiw. when he drew back, and tnrned roud on hear-

Lhefore to his favorite Lateran A E
Ladv, who ever accompagies |
and Mistress, who loves Him alone,

most weeremonionsly and peremp

< day of Providence
jite marble wall o his relations to others
die had observed an open window, e’ < -

; i | b Fabiola telt her own heart swell and heave, as ifa
she knew not what

u Ara  assiduously
called almost every hour to ask how Sebastian was,

pariments were,
looKed up,y ided by the
panel of th window, a heautify

had not yet heard the
aw favorable ch
avdly thanked God for i
¢ eonsin to return before daw

1, but awtul pictur

( dhed, thongh scarcely
MOTC. The deed of lier liberation from crvitude
was excented, her dowry wa paid, and th whaole

Agnes, however,

wd poor : then life and death, j
arning ad simplicity, silence and

\..“,l.‘ of passion, or strong o

nael caronseand

with such tender :E. of the pretect,

another, only to deteruin
v what shall the resolutio

SCatnly,” sald the magisieat

s wisdon, not philos
vith events comnied

WOy rful is | cometo make me move

fovah ! that makest s

“And vou  will allow,
- sfrom the enumeration we have 1 ule, that  amony
1| the competitors for Fabiola's hand  ther
heen one who could not justly be ratherx called an | vou forget, dear,”
aspivant after her fortane,” \

“Yourself ineluded, my dear Corvinus.”

. | ined Corvinus,
the fivst time in her life rejuine i !

1
1

tollowing day in hi
st be an important day i

as from the dead, to warn thee that
of wrath and vengeance is fast 2
it spilt the Blood of Ciod”

Sacnt’s upon the e the audience, Fabiola vetived to the apas

found nothing bt deso-

“'\’w, o far: but not if 1 saeeced in offoring
with myselty the lady Agnes’s great wealth,”

SAnd in a manner toog methinks, that will
e

her,

’ no
cain upon what T hear of her generous and
lofty disposition. Givivg her that wealth inda pen-

dent of e and then offering vourself to liey
| 1 .

[ will put her nnder one of tw v obligations, cither (o

aceept vou as hier hushand, o throw y
fortune,”

¢ Admirable, father! 1 never saw the
ative before, Do yvoun think there isy
ty of securd except troughhe

¢ whatever,  Pulvius, of conrse, will ]
Darve; and the probability is, that the e
or will declare his intentio to take it all for lim
elf, For e hates Fulvius, But it b propose a mon
popular mud palpably vensor thle plan, of wiving th

'l I‘
who won Lips thu

property to the nearvest velatic
ds—this Fabiola does, don't sl
“Certainly, father”
“1think he will ecralwace it
theve is no ol of his maki
The proposal {

Hronn ¢ X d enrvage him,”
“Then how will you manage it, father?

“Lwill have an tnperial veseript prepared duvin
the night, ready ignature; and 1T owill proeced
immediately after the exeention to th

| (S | FELRS
nify the unponudavity whi 1o is sure to follow it lay
Fitall ou Fa wd show  the  cmperor how his
granting the propety to the next in the settlenie t
of it will pedom reatly to his eredit d ol
He iz as vah e is eftel and ravacion wmid o
viee must be wade to ficht another,”™
“Nothine coull be better, my dear fathier: 1 <Lall
yetive to vest withan eay mind,  To-morrow  will
he the eri L day of my life, Ay futwre de-

pends upon whether Tam ac 51“1“;|,|.\‘.l,
STondy widll” addad Tertullus, vish %

conld have scen this peerless lady, and | ‘
denths of hor pliflosophy, hefore yom
was struck.”
sRear nof, father: <heis well worthy - of  being
3 lnughter-in-Jay Y to-11011 nacod
U 1 it 14
] \ ritical  day Why
interview wits gol n, a
cont place hetween
s 1 ]
his1 tlen
an
“Well, Fulvius, isshe seenred?”
L unele, as fast as bars and wall u ok
1 ;H"H ber spirit is e

“Never mind that
of spnit . 1< her fat

else happens,the fivst is safe; tl
will have still to encounter imperial caprice,
oL Temors
Th=ecure I

VOl lite, aud fin

Vis,  sad

ine as cold as a grey roc

ld man st |||]>\‘ look-
Horning mis =

what day is to-meorrow
“Y es,the twelfth before the calends of Fel
T tical day a for vou. It wa
1 1 1 wealt!l \
ted *
“Peace, peace ! ut in agony
“Why will vou always rvthin l

most wish to forget
“Pecanse of this: vou wish to forget yom elf.and

t must not he, I must take from vou every
pretence t b entded by conscicnce, virtue, or even
honor, It is tollv to affect compasstn for any one’
life, who stands in the way of ) v fortune, alter
what you did to Jus ™

Fulvius hit hi= hip rave, and covered his

crimson face with his 1
by saving “Well the
probably a final critical
Iy weigh its prospect
and ask for yow
WY,

SLowill s
and retire to
never heen hea
“Suppose your claims a rejectud

| ossihie, inipe * Texclaimed  Fulvius,
by the very az it is oy right, hadly
carned, It cannot be denied me.” i

“Quietly, my young friend; let us di cnss the mat-
ter eoully, demember our proverh s ¢ From the
stin y the saddle there has been many a fall?
Suppoge only that your rights ave vefused yow.”

“Then 1 a ruined man. I have no other pros-
pect hefere me, of retiieving my fortunes here,
Still st fly henee,”

“Good : and what do you owe at Janus's arch

“A good couple of Tndred sestertia, hetween
principal and compe und interest at fifty percent, to
that unconsciorable Jew Ephraim,”

“On what secmity 7

“On oy sure expectation of this Tady’s estates,”

“And if you are disappointed do you think he
will Tet you fly 7

“Not if he knows it, most assuredly.  Dut we
must be prepaved from this moment for any cmerg-
eney s and that with the utmost seereey.”

“Leave that to me, Fulvins: you st ¢ how event-
ful the issue of to-morrow may he to vou, or ratha
of to-dav; for mormng is approaching Life m
death to” you hang upon it :itis the great day of

then, or rather an in

fexible determination, steel you to wark out its

destiny !

1= rotsed him
is another and,
Let us cahm-
wo to the emper
in the conhscated

I

fopay my debts
¢ country wlere my name ha

Vour existence, Com

(']',/ Clontinued,)

1 mu t married,” said a bachelor to amar-
red friend, * for T never can find
Jean shirt.” = Take care,” said the

button on a
Penediet, with

1 cagerty, seizang her | sighy or you may chianee upon a wife who will not
Aud then putting onone ot e !

exclaimed, #Beli
o coveted, 1 already seeg
to Him alone I teel alveady
in heaven, whom here on carth I have loved with

find vou a clean shirt to hution.”

Young Lady (just commencing lessons in paint-
iny “Look here, 7 <ee iy painting, Can
vou tell what it is 77 "Ma(afte lwn\\iw_’ at it some
Ginie)— Well, its either a cow or a rosehud =1 am
aure 1 can't tell exactly which of the two,”

There was something of a **set hack ™ adminis-
tered to the young man on an excursion hoat, who,
in making his way through the crowd, ventured to
remark that **hoops take ap a at deal of room.”
¢ o much as whiskey” veplied a pert young
miss in the assemblage. ) )

During a vehersal, Braham said to Tom €

who was the conductor.  ** Now,

"o, l.-w-]» the

\ \Ilh ‘};,‘,L'”“‘ll"\w\‘“ll“““I to Join | piano quict here, beeanse just at tifs vort 1o, give
come!—They ave :

+ but they retm candy forme  to-morrow;

effeet, I intend du»]n]‘ix; my voice,” Do vou !
By the powers” said Tom, * whereabouts ! for its
| just the sort of voice I should like to pick ap.”?

A man who married & widow has invented a de-
vice to cure her of eternally praising her former
wsband, Whenever shie begins to descant on his

le qualities this ingenious No, 2 merely says-
“ Poore dear wan. How 1 wish he hadn't died.”
The lady innnediately thinks of something clse to
talk about. X i

A Frenclhiman, being about to vemove his shop,
i< landlovd nguived the m, stating, at the
ame time, that it was con v ocood stand

husiness,  The Frenchmen v lied, with a <lrug
of the shoulders, O, yes, he's very )
de husines : by wary, m (

cood stand for
Wall day, for nobudy

Nothing,” =aid an it
nie <o much of Balaam a
stopping in the chueh
way to indulge in th

ut hushawel, “reminds

his ass as two women

creh and obstracting the
everlasting talk,” + Buat

the wife, meckly, “ihat it

gel who stopped the way, and Jalaam
\ uned of it
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