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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION.

tolic Delegation
Apon()(;uc'; June 18th, 1905,

Mr. Thomas Coffey :

to Can
My Dear 8ir,—Bloos sheiok have noved

1
peen & reader of your mrer‘ Ave ooRpl
Aon that ivied rected with in
e .::i;f:!n,:“o“l;. and, above all that it 18 im
with a sirong COntholle spirit. 1t strenu
uely defends Catholle principles and rights,
and stands firmly by the lenchlmﬁn a:gﬂ:&t’m‘;
J h, & the same 1imMe i
lgoobttmal‘l;re‘;;illn n(;I the counldry y (l;‘.‘)‘l(ljc:):’vl';;g:
t has dono & great deal 0
w;:ﬁq:rle of religion and couptry, and h‘,
1 do more snd more, a8 118 wholneom:’
Influence reaches more Catholle hmes "
sherefore, earneatly recommend 1t 10 Catho-
lio families, With my blessing on your work,
and beet wishes for 18 continued success,
YO AT MnAm;I‘;L’{nll?o[()’?!'f"E hesus,
r s
RpRATSIS Apostolic F

ada I have

UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA-
Ottaws, Canada, March 7th, 1800,

. Thomas Coffey :
- Sir : For some time pasd 1 l'nnve‘rud
your estimable paper, Tag CATHOLIO “BU'H:).
and congratulate you mnpon the mu;lm;r n
which it 18 publiehed. 1t8 matter an O‘l‘lil‘]
are both good and a truly Catholic sP r
pervades the whole, Therefore, with p l;n.s‘
are, 1 oan recommend it 10 the fnll‘l; ub.
Blessing you and wishing you success belleve
W8 10 TOMA, re talthtully o Jegu;'(‘ih:ll;:s d

N10, Arch. of L .
N T~ Avost. Deleg.
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CHRISTMAS GREETING.

What a cluster of flowery fragran es
gather in thovght ard memory at
Christmas time. It is pot the young
only whote fancy is filled with hopeful
wisions, nor the rich whose powers ¢
giving are taxed, but the aged aud the
poor feel 3 thrill of joy in strange con
trast with the winte r's season and hard-
ship. Joy and thanksgiving and love
breathe out their nymns of praise to the
pew born Babe of Bethlehem, Faith
bows heart and knee to the Saviour
wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid
in the manger. Is this the Way He has
come? Outside the city gate, poverty
for His crib ard pour dumb beasts for
companions, & hand!ul of worsbhiopers—
and the world expecting him for four
thousand years, and e coming to save
the world, Is this the dew that the
heavens have rained down, the fruit
which earth has brc ught forta 2 Toree

that Babe as He lay clinging to Iis
Mother's breast He would have seemed
» ohild of Adam's race and lsrael’s
stook, helpless, silent as other infants.
Yet there was & hidden glory behind
the humsan veil, the power of omunipo-
tence along with the weaknens, Lie
eternal disc urse of the Word amid the
There was a
guess and

speechles: ness of infaney.
mystery surpassing the
thought of mere man—=a mystery of lov-
ing condesce nsion-—for that Babe was
the eternal, ccnsubstantial  Son of
God. The Second Person of the
Blessed Trinity had become man,
tho Word was made flesh snd dwelt
amongst us. No comparison can ex-
plain it, 0o argument fully demonstrate
it, no thought comprehend it. Its
fatbomless depths lie deeper than the
gounding line of human thought and
Its bumility can never
por its love ever mea:

humax speech.
be iathomed,
sured, nor its patience ever ¢ xhaunsted.
It is the mystery of the burnivg bush.
The wood of human pature stands for-
ever more in the blaze of the divinity
of the Second divine Person —- uneon-
sumed. We may gaze in wonder, as
the ages have done, at this Babe. To
ps He is the light that kindleth the

redeem us, to make His Father known,
to show us the way to heaven. As
lorg as there is a soul to save 80 long
will He and His blessed mother be in
Bethlehem to receive our homage, to
bestow upon us the grace of His coming
bps of Toronto, Kingaton, Olaw s and St. | and draw us nearer to His Sacred
Heart.
80 much as of bistory, when Christmas
must be to us real, supernatural and

Blessed Lord stood, and many a one
does He now stand for us from unbe

at present.
many reject Him, He came for wus,
for He is long-suflering and plenteous
ia mercy : we need Him,
and soul, with mind and strength, we
must pass over to Betblehem to see the
word which the Lord hath given.
widnight watc!
light of faith kindliog up t-e darkuess,
love stirring the air with hymuns of
praise.
haps be, yet we must be amonr st their
s, number, for no
given us
glory and bave peace.
may not go cver to Bethlehem, though
it should go, for He came to save the
world. Sin may not be there, It should
be, for that Babe is the only real friend
sinners ever had.

This is a time not of the year

oligions. Many a hard blow has our

jevers. We must offer to Him faith,
ervent, living and active, in atonement
or the want of it throughout the world
He came for all, yet so

With heart

The
mugt he spent thare—

Few may the worshippers per-
other name is

we mey give
Tre world

whereby

e

THE TRAINING OF YOUTH.

Nothing is more important for the
fature welfare of a country than the
proper education of each rising genera
tion. What strengthens and eievates
the young will influence and form the
pation. What tends to weaken their
obaracter or falsify their ideals will
gshow its evil results with increasing
national danger. Oar Holy Father
lately pointed out one of these danger
siguals, saying that the
liberty granted young people may lead
to vnpleasant results. There is a great
deal of truth in, and a stern necessity
for, the warning which it is intended
to convey. The old Roman poet saw
even in his time the uncomplimentary
difforence between his own age and
that of his immediate forebears. It
this descending progress has ever since
been the law of heredity things ought
‘to be in & woful condition. We do not
pretend to claim our own as the golden
age ; nor, on the other hand, are we
pessimistic in regarding it as the posi
tive limit in laxity ard depraved
wmorals. Its faults are many snd seri
ous enongh—irreligion on the increase,
commercial dishonesvy, public honor
disregarded, and other crimes which
ought to shock the conscience of
gociety but which scaicely rufll> the

exenanive

wave. One of the worst faults of the
age, becausc one of the most danger-
ous, is the weakness of authority.

Religious, civil and parental authority
continue to hold a certain position de
termined by the relations between the
members, but their exercise is care
fully diminished for the
that it will not be obeyed. Democracy
is accountable for eivil insubordination.
We have a great many good laws which
fail for want of honest, candid adminis-
tration. Looal option is an example
just as the license law begore it. These
laws, instead of being a benefit to a
neighborhood, and of inspiring respect
for law, open the way to grave crimes
and bring contempt upon the whole
statute book. Parental authority,
considering the surroundings of home,
ought to continne strongest of all three

reason

Two dangers seriously undermine it :
one is the irreligions system of public
oducstion and the second is the ex-
pense of raising a family. The former
leaves the father fully impressed with

path acroes the wilderness : He 18 the

the ability of the State to bring up his
children, to make them good citizens,

way we must follow, the Life we must
lead. His lessons are strange to us,
for we are earthly minded ; His call
gounds harsh for it bids us quit what
we had clung 1« most ; His example
tries us, for He is poor
fain be rich, He svffers and we shun
suffering, He 18
and

obedient when Wwe

court
Bethlehom is not
It is yesterday, tO
us as with
4

power
a mere treasure ol

§ ¢ i
menory, ay and

forever.
the shepherds upon the hills of olc
Avgels’ hymn bas not lost its sweet
“Glory to God in the highest ard
is the ever

Yts grace 18 with

ness.
peace to men ot good will"’
yopoated messEge from
earth, Glory is what God had sought,
snd which He had aright to gseek, nom
the earth and especially from man,
His image and likeness. Peace is
what earth and most
of il man's resdess, storm-tossed
heart.
foun'ain springs of both.

heaven to

needs

Bethlehem's

stable is the well and source of all the | fathers from exercising that inalierable

gtreams of
thrice holy God—the waters of peace

to man's weary soul.

pass by

dwellir g. Centuries have passed since

Jesos lay in the manger. He

for a p

and we would |

authority But |

Nowhere else oan we find the

praise and prayer to the

The world muy
this fount of Kter al Love,
but the faithful and the humble linger
there as al the door-post of wisdom's

came
urpose—10o fulfil a wmission—to

and to bestow upon the sons In due time
| the right of voting, There is no ques

tion o All relig-
\ jons or none are equal in the eyes of

f religion or morality.
the State and the only morality which
tounches it is the external observance
laws, Deyond these the State

does not ¢ The expense of raising »

1 of its
|

| " A : t
| family becomes, when morey 18 gotting

| dearer and work scarcer, an excoed

ingly heavy burthen. The poor dare
| not bave large families and the rich will
"‘nl‘b have them. To labor for food,
| olothing, education and settlement is
1: nowadays the only part of training up

a family which falls to a father's lot.

e has no time or energy for anything

elge. Home supply and home demands
| are doubly exacting upon the majority
The )ather is the expected
of the family; or,
if some of the ohildren are, they
on\i:‘n independence. Action and re
action are at work in homes preventing

of men.
bread winner

vight and duty of training their boys
.| in discipline and parcntal reaspect.
Parents seldom pay much attention to
the kind of reading in which their
children indulge, whilst in question of
theatrical amusements they go much
.| farther. Tn both these points they are
laying the land

waste with yonng

serious thought,
tasto becomes weaker by reason of the
poisoned aliment it receives. Then
they wonder why the Church does not
make their sons do what is right. It ls
useless for parents to avoid their duty,
or pass it on to Church or State. We
do not wish to insinuate that parents
are negligent.
much engrossed with the material in-
terests of their family and not nearly
enough concerned with the religious,
the moral and other higher formative
elements in their children's lives.

We have received the following ques-
tion:

¢ If Catholics are absolved of their
sins through the tribunal of the conles
si nal why do they believe in a fature
punishment for those same sins when
they die ?"’

Sin may be mortal or venial. If we
oxamino first the case of mortal ain we
distin-uish the guilt and the punish-
ment. Any one who commits & mortal
ginincars the state of guilt by the very
fact that he has turned from God, his
supreme good and final end, and placed
his aflection in some created object
He did it knowingly and deliberately,
otherwise it would not be mortal.
not a question of ignorance or of weak
ness.
from the majesty and authority of the
Oue offended. Sin has a turpitude
whose ghastly deformity is more clearly
known when we reflect npon what it
cost the Son of God to make satisfaction
for it.
sin not only does he incur this dread-
tul guilt, he turns his back upon God,
and fixes his sffection and will in a
good infinitely inferior to God. Far-
thermore, he incurs the punishment
attached to mortal sin, which is the
eternal fire of hell—the loss of God for-
ever.
oternal punishment, are essentially con-
nected together.
curred the latter is also due.
remitted the other is also remittcd.
Bat we cannot conclude that where the
guilt is remitted the punisl
completely and absolutely condoned.
There migat be a case in which much
would be forgiven because the sinner
loved much. y
make up for years of hali-hearted serv-
ice.
ishment as well as
He might

man without
required for sin from His Eternal Son.
Not 80, however, has God dealt with
sin,
remits the guilt and changes the pun-
ishment
Every sin Incurs both guilt and pun-
ishment ; every sin, therefore, must be
satisfied. Sorrow,
universal, must turn the will back to
God, and in th~t turning avert the
punishment.
to say that as God has pardoned him
so He has remitted all punishment ?
Aud, furthermore, there is the relation
of the sinner to his Redeemer.
Lord paid the debt of sin fully, but not
in the sense that we sinners would bave
no satisfaction to offer.
love, sympathy and other aflections en
join the union of our satisfaction with
the priceless payment of Him by Whose
livery we arv healed. Our satistaction
is not adequate compensation, for the
offence had a kird of infinitude, being
committed a-ainst the Most High. By
the mercy ot God, and having re-
gard to the infinite merits of Christ,
God is pleased first to forgive us our
guilt and remit the eternity of the
As a general thing some
temporal punishment remains, for very
rarsly is the contrition intense enough
to gain complete remission. In order
to do penance for these forgiven sins—
which, as the Wise Man tells us, we
must always fear—there are two kinds
One is the aoceptation of
tho trials which God sends us, and the
other is the
special work assigned by the absolving

punishment.

of works.

priest for the parpose.

relapses.

pensance.

tion.

people who are never given to any

and whose vitiated

They are entirely too

—————
A THEOLOGICAL QUESTION.

Itis

There is & walice in it arising

When a man commits & moztal

These two, deadly guilt and

It the former is in-
If ove is

hment is

The intensity of love may

God could have condoned pun-
guily, just as
have freely pardoned

the satisfaction He

In the sacrament of pevance He

from eternal to temporal

and

supernatural

Who will be bold enough

Our

Gratitude,

performance of

some

A press despatch came to us from
the old country last week. Itappeared
in the daily papers on Monday from the
correspondent of the New York Herald,
It was one of the most extraordinary
productions we have seen for a long
time. It purports to describe the
agitation golng on in Ireland amonget
the tenant farmers, but, while doing so,
statements of fact were almost obliter
ated by the evident desire of the corres-
poundent to create the impression that
the Irish are no better tban they |
ought to be, that they are criminally
inclined, and that the cfiicials in Dablin
Castle and Downing street deserve our
sympathy rather than our censure be-
oruse of their having such a strenuous
tine. The Herald correspondent, evi-
deutly has the interests of the snti
Home Rauale faction deeply at heart
As an evidence of his animus we may
mention that he refers to John Red-
mond as having never done anytbing
to refute the idea that he is a willing

tion snd outrage. Furthermore, he
states that the same gentieman never
condemned the men who fire into the
windows of dwelling houses snd keep
the farm stock of those they dislike ir
perpetual motion. This tool of the
landlords must surely know that in
Ireland cannot be found any clag:
of the people who will give their
assent and approval to firing into
dwelling  houses. It will be
poted th.t the correspondent makes
a general assertion. He spoci-
fies no cases of firing into dwell-
ings, and we have no particulars as to
injuries received by any one. As to
eattle driving, let us consider the ma’
ter for a moment. Let it be borue in
wind that the tilling of the land i»
almost the only means by which the
Irish people may gain a liv.lihood.
The landlords have driven the people
off tbe land and in their places have
installed cattle to be fattened for the
English market. The people, in tarn,
have driven the cattle off the land. So
far, we have not heard of any murders
or cases of arson or such like serious
er mes in connection with the agitation.
The whole matter resclves itself into
this consideration: Who has the best
right to the land of the country, the
[rish people or the cattle for the Eog
lish market ? While it is quite true
that the Irish people in thus acting are
zuilty of violating the law, it cannot
be charged that they are crimina's in
the ordinary acceptation of the term.
It might also be well to bear in mind
that English law, as administered in
Ireland, has always received, and de-
gervedly so, but scant respect from the
people. We must not forget that many
cases have occurred in which the con
stabulary
guilty of outrages, these outrages hav-
ing been perpetrated in some cases for
the purpose of showing the authorities
that they were noi entirely a body of
idlers, and in some instances for the
purpose of gaining promotion, To at-
tain these ends they had sworn away
the liberty of innocent people. A few
years ago these facts were proved be-
yond dispute in the course of a discus-
sion in the English House of Commons.
Home Rule is the only satisfactory
remedy for all the ills of the body poli:
tic in the Emerald Isle. That this just
measure of reform had not been granted
years ago, is a puzzle to all who are
not perscnally concerned in leaving
matters in the old rut — the rule of
Dublin Castle and the landlords.

have been pioved to be

THE POWER OF THE CONFES-
SIONAL.,

Every Catholic knows, from his cate-
chism, that he can only receive absolu
tion of his sins in confession, when he
is truly sorry for them, and is willing
to repair all ipjuries occasioned by
them, as far as lies in his power.
Non Catholics and enemies of our
faith, often acknowledge the wonderful

This is par

tially in atonement for the past, ani
partially medieinal, to prevent fature

Sin is so dreadful that we

once having committed it, should deem
ourselves blessed indeed it its guilt is
removed and the eternity of punish.
ment changed, even though we had to
spend the rest of our life in works of
In regard to venial sin pen
ance is necessary, for no sin, not even
veuiai sin, can be remitted under God's
present order, without some satisfac-
But because venial sin does not
doprive us of God's friendship or incur
eternal punishment, the means of satis-
tying for it are more easily applied.

Penance is necessary for all : its sati

faction blots out still more the past
diseipline strengthens us

and its
agalnst the future.

When God has the goodness to send
us a oross, if we understood as He does
all the good that it will effect in us,
and all the evil from which it preserves
us, when patiently accepted, we would

open our arms and our heart to r
eoive it and we would thank Him ra
turously.

influence for good, that exists in the
Catholic Ohurch, above all others by
reason of this practice.
The priest can, for example, never
absolve irom sins of injustice, when the
y | penitent is unwilling to make restitu
tion. What ever may have been ac-
quired through theft, robbery, cheat
ing, or any other unjust manner must
be restored, before there can be a ques
tion of absolation ; at least, the firm,
sincere will to make restitution must be
present. The New York Sun, probably
the best known newspaper
United States, mentioned some years
age a case of restitution, which is per
haps, the only one of its kind.

wealth in an upjust manner.

atic and undiscovered thefts and for
geries.

8 |” «But I have no more rest and my
conscience is troubling me so, that |
spoke the rich

can no longer sleep,"
man, ‘‘ now I have come Father, to re

confession.’’

unjust gains.'’

e. | to the priest, and made a general con
p- | fession. As a sign of his real conver

THE IRISH GRAZIERS. sor, a package of banknotes, to the
- amount of $5,500,000. f

turn it to the anthorities that it may
be used for the benefit of the city, and
State where it belongs, and pray that
God may forgive me my sins !"’

handed it to Comptroller Kelley. The
former millionaire, now perhaps & poor
man, then received abaolution of his
sins. In the confessional those millions
were like s0 many faggots of straw, for
it was ucjust property. The penitent
sinner, made known his 1-
iog only bis name, as a waroing to all.

reaching course of sermons on Everlast-
ing Punishment in the Cathedral at
Westminster
logical and learned presentation of the
Church’s teaching as to the salvation of

his text :

give His only begotten Sob ; that who
soever believeth in Him may not perish

"
spokesman of the most advanced sec- :)‘l‘“l%a)y have everlasting life. (Jobn
tion of the men who organized agita He said :

in the

1In New
York a man went to confession, and told
‘he priest, that he had come to his
Nearly
all his money was the result of system-

gain peace of heart through a worthy

 Go home,”’ teplied the priest, ‘‘and
first find out the exact amount of your

The man returned to his home, and
figured many days : then he returned

+Take this money Father | and re- 1

The priest took the woney, and

He reponts sincevely, con-
esses frankly, and the priest’s abso-
ation blots out his sins forever. An

act of perfect contrition, or sorrow for
the love of God is the sole way cpen
to non-Catholics to obtain forgiveness
of their grave sins ; and that way they
often hardly know.
contrition with God's grace is not difii-
cnit.
more than the state of mind in which
God is preferred for His own sake to
anything He has forbidden under pain
of mortal sin.
not

An act of perfect

It need not necessarily mean

Perfect contrition does
ily regquire aversion to

case.

REv. L. A, REUDTER.

THE SALVATION OF NON-
CATHOLICS.

Rev. John G“—l; closed a heart:
London, recently by a

those outside *he Church. He took for

« For God so loved the world as to

1 close, my brethren, the course of
sermons on Kverlastiog Panishment by
endeavoring to answer a question of
great importance, how are upon-Catho-
lics and pagans to be saved ? Let me
lay down at starting three statements
that are of fiith:

(1) Whoever dies in the state of
grace, free from mortal sin, is oertain
to see God, face to face in heaven, al-
though the vision way be delayed by
some suffering in purgatory.

(2) Whoever dies In mor al sin of
thought, word, deed, or omission, goes
straight to he!l for ever.

(3) God wish.s all men to be saved
(I Tim. ii. 4,) for He came not to judge
the world but to save the world.

This wish of God to save all men
without exception, Jew or Gentile,
bond or free, is called the ** salvific
will.”” It is a will real but not abso
lute ; it is subject to a clearly defived
condition ; it supposes and demands
the creature’'s co-operation. No man
who does for his own salvation what io
him lies, will ever be condemned to
everlasting torments. And first let us
exiymine in the light of God's jostize
and mercy the position of non Catho
lics, We are familiar with the great
dogma of the faith. ** Outside the
Chureh no salvation,” and besides the
Vatican Council assures us that the
Church has been furpished by her
Divine Founder with notes or signs
clear and distinct (manifestis notis,) by
which a!l men can recognize her *' as
the guardian, and teacher of the re
vealed word.” The doctrine of exclus
ive salvation, sv much misunderstood
by non Catholics, obliges us to believe,
not that all non-Oatholics are lost, but
only such as die through their own
fault outside the Church. Those notes
and signs are clear and distinct when
the vision is not dimmed through
ignoiance or malice. But they may es-
cape the confused gaze of the non
Oatholie, or they may stare him in the
face without his being aware, as the
b.ok or letter we are looking for lies
before us in the room, and yet we can-

venial sin,
goodness and mercy of God that be-
fore they die, even long before that
last andience on earth between the
Oreator and His creature, He may
teach non-Catholics how to make Iit,
and thus clasp in His embrace the souls
for whom He died.

ful of merey.

And we may hope in the

No man is ever lost except for a

sin which is in him mortal, avd cons -
quently a clear, full, deliberate rejoc-
tion of God, and that we have no right
to say of any one that he is damned.
The Church allows her priests to ab.
solve conditionally one who dies in the
very act of sin, for at last he may have

turned to God. We serve an infinitely
tender, gracious Master, Who is in all
His ways just, and in justice ever mind
In His arms the peni-
tent is safe. And now I come to the
secoud portion of this sermon—how is
the infldel saved ?

By infidel, as used hers, is meant anv
fohabitant of pagan lsnds, who has
pever heard the voice of the missionary,
or any truth revealed by Gcd. Infidal-
ity, as thus described, has not the ehar
acter of a sin but rather of a penalty
inasmuch as such igrorance of divive
things is & consequence of the sin of our
first parent. Unbelief is a sin, when
one rejects the faith fairly brought
under his notice (see St. Thomas 2, 2,
q. 10, a. 1) The Church recognizes
three states or permanent conditions of
existence beyond the grave. Heaven
for the just whodie in saoctifying grace;
bell for those who die in mortal sin
and Limbo for the souls of unbaptized
in ants., Purgatory lasts for a time ; it
is closed after the day of judgment.
One-third of the human race, it is cal
culated, die in infancy. The baptizec
infant goes straight to heaven, the un
baptized to a place ealled Limbo, be
cause it was supposed to be on vhe con-
fines of hall (limbns, a fringe) In
L'mbo the unbaptized enjoy a state ol
perfect natural happiness. The son
knows and loves God, as He can be
known an. loved by the natural facu
ties of intellect and will unillumined by
grace or faith, It rests satisfied with
its lot ; and no more covets the vision
of God face to face in heaven, than a
bird desires to be an emperor, to use
St. Thomas's illustration. The soul in
Limbo is a8 Adam wonld have been had
he never sinned or had he not been
raised to the supernatural order.

Let us consider now the infidel in
the full maturity of his intellectual
gifts. It is an article of faith that
from the things that are seen by the
natural light of human reason he can
learn the_existence of God, and certain
leading moral principles that some
things are to be shunned as evil, and to
be performed as good. Everywhere God
is felt in the outer wor d by His works,
in the inner life of msn by the dictates
of conscience which appeal to Him ae

not see it. ** Judge not, and you shal
not be judged.”” Remember our neigh-
b jadged by the All-mercifal in
the twilight as granted to him, not in
the fall blaze of revelation so gener-
ously bestowed upon us.
This leads me to the important and
much misunderstocd question of good
faith found outside the Catholic Church.
By good faith is meant the conscien-
tious 'onvietion in God's presence that
a particular form of religion has been
founded by Christ. So long as that
conviction lasts there is an obligation
to remain in that form of religion, and
no call to inguire into the claims of the
Church. It is evident I am not con
sidering a state of mind which can
afford to be liberal and geaerous to
every sect and creed because indifferent
to its own, nor those who, forced by the
eccentricities of their own tenets to
doubt whether their sect can be of God,
are afraid to inquire, lest the search
end in the discovery that the Catholic
is the one true Church, Such a condi-
tion of mind cannot be called conscien
tions conviotion. For conscience is the
voloce of God commanding what is there
and then to be done or to be avoided.
Conscience is always and in every in-
stance to be obeyed. It is the warning
voice of a higher power. It is a mon
arch in its commands and prohibitions.
The ancient Fathers of the Church re-
garded the pagan with horror indeed,
but with compassion rather than dis-
like.
Paganism was the raw material out of
which empires were to be bailc for the
Lord. The musie of the Gospel never
reached the ears of the infidel.
Highly educated wmen and women
know more ol pagan rites than of the
Chureh’s doetrine. They accuse Cath-
olics of holding doctrines which the
Church has never taught, and then
abuse us for believing them. We find
outside the Church souls leading oon
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foolish to deny that even such souls
are deprived of well-nigh countless
graces granted to Oatholics ; for them guilt and rewarding virtue.
there is no sacrament of penauce, of
Holy Euncharist, or last anointing, or
Their Aine gualities shonld
urge us to pray earnestly that the full
light of Catholic truth may dawn upon
many, who seem.worthy, if indeed any
can be worthy, of so priceless s gift as
Our zeal will also be quickened
by the reflection that saints and holy
mep, with their keen perception of
things divine, have ever been apxious
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their Supreme Arbiter and their Sa-
preme Sanction. ‘' If any one,’’ writes
St, Thomas, *‘ reared in the woods
among animals were to follow the
guidance of natural reason in seeking
afcer good and avoiding evil, we must
certainly hold that God would reveal
to him by internal inspiration the
things which he is bound to believe or
would send a missionary to instruct him
as he sent Peter to Cornelius.”” In
simplest words the Angelic Doctor
tesches that God will grant the infidel
all that is necessary for salvation, pro-
vided he does what in him lies. Bata
farther dificulty controncs us. Among
pagans, as among Catholics, there are
good and bad. In Athenian tociety
long ago men notorious for their evil
lives were pointed at as belonging to
the *¢ bad set.”’

A pagan commwits a mortal sin against
the natural law. How is that sin to be
forgiven? Mortal sin is cancelled by
sanctifying grace which presupposes
faith, and divine faith to the pagan Is
a stranger. Is there no hope for him,
nor for the millions in paganism, for ite
votaries form, so I have read, two-thirds
of the population of the earth, who may
possibly be guilty from time to time
of wha* is in them grave trangression.
Are we to condemn them to everlasting
burnings? N> theologisn would for a

the hell of the damned exoept for full
and deliberate fanlt. The heart of the
pagan averted from God by grave sin
can turn back to Him urged by natural
motives of fear and hope and true re-
pentance. Such motives do not cancel
mortal sin, but at least they remove
all affection to it, and thue sfford free
scope to the exercise of God s mercy.
The great theoiogical maxim helps us
throvgh the difficulty *' Facienti duod
in se est Dens non denegat gratiam. '’
Grace is never wanting in the hour
of peed to the sotl in its honest
and best endeavor to find its God.
KEver'asting fire shall not claim
that soul for ever as its prey. God can
by countl-as ways enlighten it to be-
lfeve in Him in His word as punishing
He can
draw aside the veil hidiog His Sov-
ereign Beauty, that the soul may love
Him for His own sake, and repent of
those mortal sins as an offence against
Him so worthy of love, and in such acts
of perfect love and perfecs sorrow there
is implicitly contained the wish to do
all God's wants, and to be baptized by
water, were th{s command realized or
possinle of fuifilment. And thus,
through baptism of desire, as we call
t | it, the work of justification is complete,
and the soul of the savage, as wWe con-
temptuously call him, is clad in sancti-
fying grace and becomes an heir to the
kingdom of the saints.
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