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At oneend of & particularly crowded
business street,a bootblack had a stand.
It wasn’t a particularly imposing stand,
merely a chair which could be folded
up and shoved into a niche in the walls,
a stool for customer’s feet to rest upon,
a box, and some brushes. The chair
was elevated upon a small platform,
that had been a box; one end of it still
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for a runaway mad dog, a vagabond
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ing, and for the time the dog was
safe, When they were gone the lady
said, * That will do now,” in her own
pleasant voice, and gave the hoy a
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The bootblack argued wisely that he
had best let the dog be until sure the
hunt for him was over,

“‘It won't hurt him none to rest a
bit, I'll be bound,” he told himself ;
‘‘and then maybe he'll eat his dinner
with the compliments of the lady ; and
I'll fetch him home with me to live,"

‘*As nigh as |

can make out,” saic
he, ** I was bu

v at that time, but ni

as | can make out, he come straight

down that there street, and he was
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and they took him : anyhows I'd think
you boys had better mind how you gits
to chasin’ other people’s dogs ; first
thing you kuow, you'll find yourselves
in trouble,”
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for the boy was miserably poor ; and
then, strive as he would to protect his
friend, there were times when the dog
suffered from abuse. His first enemies, | =
the street boys, would not forget that
he was a stray, a vagabond. They
felt privileged to abuse him, But, not-
withstanding his hard lot, the cur be-
gan after awhile to look more like him
self. His tail began to grow out, and
the old crinkle came back, more wavy,
more glossy, more bushy than ever. [f
only he had not been so lean he wounld
have been a very nice looking dog in
isod. 1is leanness was d
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for the burden misfortune had thrown
in his path. He remained upon his
knees looking in at the tired creature,
his own lonely heart going out with a
great pity for the friendless vagabond.
‘' Poor fellow,” said he, coaxingly.
““Poor old fellow : he's Jist frazzled
out, that's what he is.”
The quick instinct of the brute de-
tected the friendly tone in the voize,
The shaggy head was lifted, and the
poor, dilapidated tail made a feeble at-
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