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HOEYFATHER PIUS X

b:J(Translated for the New York Freeman’s Journal.)

7o Our Venerable Brothers, Patriarchs, Archbishops
Bishops and Other Ordinaries in Peace and Com-
munion with the Apostolic See.

At a time of great trouble and dif-
ficulty our littleness has been raised
by the inscrutable designs of Divine
providence to the office of Supreme
pastor of the emtire flock of Christ.
Long has the enemy been prowling
round the fold, attacking it with such
subtle cunning, that now more than
gver seems to be verified the predic-
tion made by the Apostle to the eld-
ers of tha Church of Ephesus: “I
know that raveming wolves will en+
ter in among you, not sparing the
flock.” Those who still cherish zeal
for the glory of God are séeking out
the causes of this religious decadence,
While differing in their conclusions,
they point out, each according to his
own views, different ways for protect-
ing and restoring the Kingdom of
God on earth. But to us, venerable
brothers, it seems that while other
reasons may play their part we must
agree with those who hold that the
main cause of the present lassitude
and torpor, as well as of the very se-
rious evils that flow from it, is to be
found in the prevailing ignorance
about divine things. This fully bears
out what God Himself affirmed
through the Prophet Osee: ‘““And
there is no knowledge of God in the
land, Cursing and lying and killing,
and theft and adultery have over-
flowed, and blood hath touched blood.
Therefore shall the earth mourn, and
every one that dwelleth in it shall
languish.” (Osee iv. 1 foll.)

It is a common lament, only too
well founded, that among Christians
there are large numbers who live in
utter ignorance of the truths neces-
sary for salvation, And when we say
among Christians we mean not omly
the masses and these in the lower
walks of life, who are sometimes not
to blame owing to ‘the inhumanity of
bard taskmasters whose demands
leave them little time to think of
themselves and their own interests.
We include, and indeed more especi-
ally, all those who, while emdowed
with & certain amount of talent amd
cuture and possessing abundant
knowledge of profame matters, have
Do care nor thought for religion. It
is hard to find words to describe.the
Mensq darkness that emvirons these
Persons; the indifference with which
#hey remain in this darkness is the
saddest, sight of all. Rarely do they
&ive a thought to the Supreme Au-
thor and Ruler of all things or to the
teachings of the faith of Christ. Con-
Bequently they are absolutely without
knowledge of the incarnation of the
Word of God, of ¢he redemption of
mankind wrought by Him, of grace
Which is the chief means for the at-
tainment of eternal welfare, and of
the Holy Sacrifice and the Sacra-
ments by which this_grace is acquir-
& and preserved. They fail to ap-
Preciate the malice and foulness  of
Hn. They have, therefore, mo care
t avoid it and free themselves from |
\ Henco they reach their last day
n such & state that the minister of

advantage of
those
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we see in the world, not merely
among barbarous peoples but in the
very midst of Christian nations a
constantly increasing corruption and
depravity ? The Apostle writing to
the Ephesians admonished them :
‘“But fornication and all uncleanness
or covetousness, let it not be 80
much as named among you, as be-
cometh saints, or obscenity or fool-
ish talking.”” (Eph. v., 8-4.) St.
Paul bases this holiness and the mo-
desty that curbs the passions on su-
pernafural wisdom: “‘See, therefore,
brethren, how ‘you walk circumspect-
ly not as unwise, but as wise, re-
deeming the time for the days are
evil. Wherefore become not unwise;
but understanding what is the will of
God.”” (Ibid, 15, 16.) The Apostle
had good reason for speaking in this
wayg for the human will has retained
but little of that love of what is ho-
neést and just which God the Creator
infused into it and drew it, so to
speak, toward the real and not mere-
ly apparent good. Depraved as it
has become by the corruption of the
first sin, and almost forgetful of God
its author, its affections are almost
entirely turned to vamity and lying.
This erring will, blinded by perverse
passions, has need therefore of a
guide to point out the way and lead
it back to the paths of justice so un-
happily abandoned. This guide, not
selected at random but designated es-
pecially by nature, is no other than
the intellect. But if the intellect be
itself lacking in tzue light, that is,
in the knowledge of divine things it
will be the blind leading the blind
and both will fall into the ditch.
Holy David, praising God for the
light of truth which is flashed from
Him upon our minds, said: ‘“The light
of thy countenance, O Lord, is sign-
ed upon us.” (Ps. iv.,7.) And he
described the effect of this light when
he added: *“Thou hast given gladness
in my heart’’—and gladness that fills
the heart to make it run in the way
of the divine commandments.
+ b b

All this becomes evident on a little
reflection. The doctrine of Jesus
Christ reveals God and His infinite
perfection to us with far greater
clearness than does the natural light
of the human intellect. What follows?
That same doctrine commands us to
honor God by faith, which is the
homage of our mind; by hope, which
is the homage of our will; by cha-
rity, which is the homage of our
heart; and thus it binds and subjects
the whole of man to his Supreme
Maker and Ruler. So, too, the doc-
trine of Christ alone makes known to:
us the true and lofty dignity of man,
by showing him to be the son of the
Father who is in heaven, made to
his image and likeness and destined
to live with Him in eternal bliss,
From this very dignity, and from
the knowledge that man has of it,
Christ showed the obligation of all
men to love one another like bro-

thers, as they are, commiands  them
to live here below as children of
‘ ** to guote the

u“m

us ready to suffer all things, and by
means of which we do in fact hero-
ically suffer all things for the sake
of God and eternal happiness. and,
finally, temperance, through which wa
find it possible to love even poverty
for the sake of the kingdom of God
and actually to glory in the i:ross,
paying no heed to contempt, In fine,
the science of Christianity is a fount
not only of light for the intellect,
enabling it to attain truth, but of
warmth to the will, whereby we
raise ourselves up to God and unite
with Him for the practice of virtue.
L B

We indeed do not mean to say that
& knowledge of religion may not be
joined with a perverse will and wun-
bridled conduct. Would to God that
facts did not too abundantly prove
the contrary. What we do maintain
is that the will cannot be upright nor
the conduct good so long as the in-
tellect is the slave of crass ignorance,
A man using his eyes may certainly
turn aside from the right path, but
the one who has become blind is cer-
tain to walk into the mouth of dan-
ger. Besides there 1s always some
hope for the reform of perverted mor-
ality so long as the light of faith is
not wholly extinguished; whereas, if
want of faith is added to corruption
as a result of ignorance, the evil
hardly admits of remedy, and the
road to eternal ruin les open.

b b

Such, then, are the unhappy con-
sequences of ignorance in matters of
religion; such, too, are the necessity
and utility of religious instruction.
Vain, indeed, would it be to expect,
one to perform the duties of a Chris-
tian who does not know them. It
remains, then, to inquire whose duty
it is/to eliminate this ignorance from
the minds of the people, and to im-
part to them a knowledge that is so
necessary. And here, venerable bro-
thers, there is no room for doubt,
for this most important duty 1s in-
cumbent upon all who are pastors of
souls. On them, by command of
Christ, rests the obligation of know-
ing and feeding the flocks entrusted
to them. To feed implies first of all
to teach. “I will gave you,”” God pro-
mised through Jeremiah, ‘‘pastors
after My own heart, and they will

feed you with knowledge and doct-
rine.”” (Jer. iii., 15.) Hence' the
Apostle Paul said: ‘‘Christ sent me

not to baptize, but to preach ‘the
gospel”” (I Cor. i., 17.), thus indi-
cating that the first office of all those
who are emtrusted to some extent
with the government of the Church
is to instruct the faithful.

+ & b

We do not think it necessary to
speak here of the noble nature of this
instruction or to show how meritori4
ous it is in the sight of God. Assur-
edly the alms with which we alleviata
the trials of the poor is highly prais-
ed by the Lord. But who will deny
that a far greater measure of praise
is due to the zeal and the labor ex-
pended not on the fleeting welfare of
the body, but on the eternal welfare
of souls, by teaching and admon-
ition ? iIn truth thamn this nothing
is nearer or dearer to the heart of
Jesus Christ the Saviour of souls,
who, through the lips of Isaias af-
firmed of Himself: ‘I have been sent
to preach the gospel to the poor.”
(Luke v, 18.)

: *HE

For our present purpose it will be
better to dwell on a single point and
to insist on it, viz., that for a priest
there is no duty more grave or ob-
ligation more binding than this one.

Rom.) If what we have just said is
applicable to all priests, with what
greatgr force does it apply to those
who possess the title and the autho-
rity of parish priests, and why, by
virtue of their rank, and in a sense
by virtue of a contract, hold the of-
fice of ruling souls ? These, to a cer-
tain extemt, are to be numbered
among the pastors and doctors desig-
nated by Christ in order that the
faithful may no longer be as children
tossed to and fro, and carried about
by every wind of doctrine by the
wickedness of men, but that “‘doing
the truth in charity they may in all
things grow up in Him who is the
head, evem Christ.” (Eph. iv., 14,
15.)
L

Hence the sacred Council of Trent,
treating of the pastors of souls, lays
down. as their first and chief duty the
instruction of the faithful. 1t pres-
cribes that they must speak to the
people on the truths of religion on
Sundays and the more solemn feasts,

and do so either daily or at least
three times a week during the holy
seasons of Advent and Lent. Nor

is it content with this, for it adds
that parish priests are bound, ei-
ther by themselves or through others,
to instruct the young, at least on
Sundays and feast days, in the prin-
ciples of faith and in obedience to
God and their parents. (Sess. 5, ch.
2 de ref; Sess. 22, ch. 8; Sess. 24,
ch. 4 and 7 de ref.) And when the
sacraments are to be administered it
enjoins upon them the duty of ex-
plaining in the vernacular their effi-
cacy to those who are about to re-
ceive them.
b % +
These prescriptions of the sacred
Council of Trent have been epitomis-
ed and still more clearly defined by
our predecessor, Benedict XIV.,
his “Comstitution Etsi minime” in
the following words: ‘“T'wo chief ob-
ligations have been imposed by the
Council of Trent on those who have
tho care of souls: the first, that they'
speak to the people on divine things
on feust days; and second, that they
instruct the young and the ignorant
in the rudiments of the law of God
and of faith.’’ Rightly  does that
most wise Pontiff make a distinction
between the two duties of the ser-
mon, commonly kaown as the expla-
nation of the Gospel, and of the Ca-
techism. Perchance there are some
who, desirous of saving themselves
trouble, are willing to belleve that
the explanation of the Gospel may
serve also for catechetical instruc-
tion. The error of this must be
apparent to all who stop to think
for a moment. The sermon on the
Gospel is addressed to those who
may be supposed to be already in-
structed in the rudimemts of the
faith, It is, so tq say, the bread
that is broken for those who are
grown up. Catechetical instruction,
on the other hand, is that milk
which the Apostle St. Peter wished
the faithful to yearn after in all sim-
plicity like new-born babes. The
tagk of the catechist is to take up
one or other of the truths of faith
or Christian precept and explain it
in all its parts; and since the scope
of his instruction is always directed
to amendment of life, he should in-
stitute a comparison between what
is required of ue by our Lord and
our actual comnduct. He should,
therefore, make use of examples skil-
fully selected from the Holy Scrip-
tures, Church history and the lives
of thg saints, using per ion with
his hearers, and pointing out to
them how they are to shape their
conduct.  He should conclude with
an efficacious exhortation in order
that. they may be moved to shun and
detest vice and to practice virtue.
LR R ;
We are aware that the office of ca-
techist is not much sought after be-

in

that ornate sermons which win the
applause of crowded congregations
serve only to tickle the ears, and fail
utterly to touch the heart. Catecheti-
cal instruction, on the other hand,
plain and simple though it be, is that
word of which God Himself speaks in

Isaias: ‘“And as the rain and the
spow come down from heaven and
return no more thither, but soak

the earth, and water it, and makae it
to spring and give seed to the sower
and bread to the eater; so shall My
word be which shall go forth from
My mouth; it shall not return to Me
void, but shall do whatsoever I
please, and shall prosper in the things
for which I sent it.”” We believe the
same may be said of those priests
who devote much time and labor to
the writing of books to illustrate the
truths of religion. ‘They are worthy
of great commendation for their
tivity. these
volumes and derive from them fruit
that corresponds in any way to the
toil and the wishes of those who
wrote them. Whereas, the teaching
of the Catechism, when performed as
it should be, never fails to be of
profit to those who listen to it.

+ + b

In order to stimulate the zeal of
the ministers of the Sanctuary
must repeat
vast numbers, continually recruited
by fresh accessions, who are either
utterly ignorant of the truths of re-
ligion, or who, at most, possess only
such knowledge of God and of the
Christian faith as to lead the life of
idolaters. How many are there not
only among the youmg, hut among
adults and those tottering with age,
who know nothing
mysteries of

ac-
But how many read

we
that there are to-day

of the principle
faith, who on hearing

the name of Christ can only ask :
“Who is He * * * that I may be-
lieve in Him.” (John ix., 36.) In
consequence of this ignorance they
regard it as no crime to excite and
cherish hatred against their neigh-

bor, to enter into most unjust con-
tracts, to give themselves up ‘to dis-
honest speculations, to possess them-
selves of the property of others by
enormous usury, and to commit
other iniquities not less reprehensible.
Furthermore, they are unaware that
the law of Christ not only forbids
immoral actions, but condemns de-
liberate immoral thoughts and  im-
moral desires; aven when they are re-
strained by some motive from aban-
doning themselves to sensual plea-
sures, they, without any scruple feed
on evil thoughts, multiplying sins
beyond the hairs of the head. Again
we deem it necessary to repeat that
such persons are to be found not only
among the poorer classes of the peo-
ple or in country districts, but
among those in the highest walks of
life, and even among ‘those puffed up
with -knowledge, who, relying upon a
vain erudition, think they are at li-
berty to turn religion into ridicule
and to ‘“blaspheme that which they
know not.” (Judges 10.)

L A

Now, if it is vain to expect a har-
vest where no seed has been sown,
how can we expect to have better-
living generations if they be not 'in-
structed in time in the doctrine of
Jesus Christ ? It follows, too, that
if faith lamguishes in our days, if it
has almost vamished among large
numbers, the reason is that the duty
of catechetical teaching' is either
fulfilled very superficially or altoge-
ther neglected. Nor will it do to
say, in excuse, that faith is a {irée
gift bestowed upon each one at bap-
tism. Yes, all baptized in Christ
have infused into them the habit of
faith, but this most divine germ, left
to itself, and unaided, so to speak,
from outside sources, ‘‘does not de-
velop or put forth great branches.”
(Mark, iv., 82.) Man at his birth
has within him the fatulty of un-
derstanding, but he has need also of

| the mother’s word to awaken it, as
. | it were, and to put it into act. So,!

of religious instruction, it follows
that weought todo all that lies in our
Power to maintain e teaching of
catechism and where the practice of
80 doing has fallen into disuse there
should be a revival of the teaching of
catechism, which Benedict, XIV. has
described ag ‘‘the most effective
means for spreading  the glory of
God, and securing the salvation

of
souls,”’ (Const., Elsi Minime 18.)
o+ ok b
We,

therefore, Venerable Brothers,
desirous of fulfilling this most ima
portant duty which is imposed upon
us by the Supreme Apostolate, and
wishing to introduce uniformity,
everywhere in this most weighty mat~
ter, do by our supreme authority en~
act and strictly ordain that in all
dioceses  the following precepts be
observed :

L. On every Sunday and feast day,
none excepted, all parish priests and,
generally speaking, all those who
have the care of souls shall through-
out the year, with the text of the
caitechism, instruct for the space of
an hour the young of both sexes .in
what they must believe and do to bé
saved.

II. They shall, at stated times
during the year, prepare boys and
girls by continued instruction lasting
several days to receive the Sacra-
ments of Penance and Confirmation.

III, Every day in Lent, and, if
necessary, on other days, after the
feast of Easter. they shall likewise
by suitable instructions and reflec-
tions most carefully prepare boys
and girls to receive their first Com-
munion in a holy mamner.

IV. In each parish the Confrater-
nity of the Christian Doctrine is to
be canonically instituted. Through
this Confraternity the parish priests,
especially in places where therq is a
scarcity of priests, will find valuable
helpers for catechetical instruction in
pious lay persons who will lend their
aid to this holy and salutary work,
both from a zeal for the glory of
God and as a means of gaining the
numerous indulgences granted by the
Sovereign Pontiffs,

V. In large townms, and especially
in those which contain universities,
colleges and grammar schools, lef
religious classes be founded to {n-
struct in the truths of faith and in
the practice of Christian life the
young people who freyuent the pube
lic schools, from which all religious
teaching is banned.

VI. In consideration of the fact
that in these days adults not less
than the young stand in need of re-
ligious instruction, all parish priests
and others having the care of souls,
shall, in addition to the usual homi-
ly on the Gospel to be delivered at
the Parochial Mass on all days of
obligation, explain the catechism for
the faithful in an easy style, suited
to the intelligence or their hearers,
at such time of the day as they may
deem most convenient for the people,
but not during the hour in which the
children are taught. In this instruc-
tion they are to make use of the Ca~
techism of the Council of Trent: end
they are to divide the matter in suchi
a way as within the space of four
or five years to treat of the Apostles
Creed, the Sacraments, the Deca~
logue, the Lord’s Prayer and the
Precepts of the Church.

+ 4+ b

This, Vemerable Brothers, we do
prescribe and command by virtue of .
the Apostolic authority. It  mnow
rests wlmywtopmimmmpt-
and complete execution in your dio-
ceses, and by all thefoneoo!}ont'
power to ses to it that these pro-
scriptions of ours be not neglected,
or what




