perstitious,” in which the writer

tively supernatural. Since then we
have come upon a contribution to
the “‘Strand Magazine,’” from. the
pen of Leonard Larkin, which for de-
lightful sercasm surpasses anything
we have read in a long time. By
pure dint of poking fun at them the
writer exposes some of the old-time
superstitious in a manner calculated
to give an eternal quietus. The read-

ing of it will be well worth the
w

3 ou superstitious?’’ a friend
will" sometimes ask me. Of course I
am. With so many excellent super-

stitions lying about to choose from;
not to be superstitious
wicked waste of pleasant

would be a
opportun-
ities. I conform to ever
I can hear of, from rising to
time.
for instance, on the right side,
know quite well that ii 1

superstition
bed-
bed,
for 1

I always spring out of

attempted

| About Superstitions. §

Not long since one of our corres-
pondents sent us an article on ‘“‘Su-

sought to draw the line of demarca~
tion between that which is really su-
perstitious and that which is posi-

.

0-O0-0000000000
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yond the capacity of any earthly
ladder, and much too elevated to
perceive a single hole in this one. He
wields, with uncertain swoop, a vast
brush dripping with thick yellow
grey paste, and ever and anon he
plants an unmediated kick on the
pail of similar paste that hangs be-
low. Perhaps, aiter heavily pasting
a very large poster, he attempts to
hold it up by a corner which it

get a heavy and slippery piece of fur-
niture into a high window or out of
it, it will be on ladder number six.
And now, having surveyed these lad-
ders, 1 defy any Thirteen Clubster to
put on a new park suit and a bril-
liant tall hat, walle deliberately un-
der all these ladders, and return un-
converted, if alive. I have
own streaks of ill-luck under ladders,
and 1 know. Probitum est, as they

had my

an elevated bill-sticker, elevated be-

doesn’t possess, and while it descends | thege ladies is all ‘““put out” at
with ar gl]—e@bracmg flop BTOPES | sywaating rates to astrological
feebly ior lf- with the brush, which “‘ghosts,”” who design the actual hop-
comes MWTV it. On.“’ddf"‘ number scotcheries; and, as a conscientiously
four a boy is spraying windows with superstitious person, I believe in
an mdu?u ublber hose. : lf‘ on lflddul those ghosts.

number five somebody isn’t trying to |  A)so, of course, I believe in all

| though it is not an optical 1
| ment, as some might expect, but on-
ly a mysterious figure or diagram
‘drawn on paper. It is an exact re-
duction, to scale, of the royal and
ancient game of hopscotch, with
notes of the score by a Chinese
shorthand-writer who is not a tee-
totaler., It i based on the obvious
fact that the planets must have been
somewhere when you were born, and
consequently were in a great  state
of concern about your destiny; and
that you also, being now somewhere
and also in a state of concern ahout
your destiny, have g0 many points
in common with the planets that
you will easily understand their
game of hopscotch, so long as you
have been clever enough to give
their representative her fee. I am
told, however, that the astrology of

soris of other ghosts, though I have
found it impossible to mave any
ghost believe in me, even so far as
to show itsell to me. But I love to
hear—and believe—of the sound old,
long establithed ghost of the haunt-
ed mansion, who begins by dragging
a boot-jack across the floor and ends
by driving head first through a brick-
and-a half wall with ugonizl((l wail-

Instru-

to do so on the left misfortune would

can speak from experience; for on the
only occasion on which, being got for it. It must

more

the
and

Strand, in the shape of Fame
Popular acclamation.

feel little

greatest misfortunes I can tlink of
And there was pecuniary misfortune
as well, for all those looking-glasses L
must have cost a good deal. But on |in avowing myself « superstitious
consideration, perhaps, the Thirteen [man were it not that 1 know most
Clubbers were not go very people All
from the rest of us, after all apout Bond street and Regent street
to meet solemnly by appointment.on {are many ladies in expensively fur-
Friday evening, to sit punctiliously
thirteen at table, to pass the
the wroug way and spill salt wilful-
ly, to go jumping about the room

might some diffidence

diffierent sensible,

For

are - equally

nished rooms, earning noble incomes
wine |out of the sagacity of their fellow-
citizens, who have the intelligence to

und wnd that whether they are to

under ladders, and conscientiously |die old or young, whether they are
and laboriously to work through all | to come into money or stay out of
the rest of the unnatural perform- |it, whether they are to marry the
ance, purely in defiance of ill-luck, is |right persons or the wrong ones, en-
—well, it is superstition, isn’t it? |tirely depends on the shape of the
Blank, dark, bigoted superstition! wrinkles on thé insides of  their

If you have spilt salt by accident | hands. So the ladies of ,the expen-
you avert misiortune from yourself sive rooms sit in expensive tea-
vy throwing a little over the left | gowns on large arm-chairs and lik‘klu
shoulder. This is a process 1 can | the palms of the wise with little

ebony pointers at a guinea a tickle.
There was one lady I read of

earnestly recommend, especially in a
restaurant, with people
For if anyboay

crowded who

close 'behind you, could get a guinea from each by just

gets it in the eye, or even down the | taking her customers by the hand
back, that person will have enough | and gazing ecstatically over their
misfortune for the whole room, and | heads, such was the acuteness of
you may consider yourself safe — if | their minds, 1 wish I could afford
you make no delay in getting out- | to pay a guinea for that sort of
side. thing; because there are such a lot

As for the ill-luck attendant on |of other things I should like to buy

—first. I think, by the way, that
the information about the guinea-
gazing lady came out in a police-
court, or some such vulgar place.
Most of the ladies who charge a
guinea for tickling your palms and
gazing at the place where your hat
would be if you were ill-mannered,
are also ready, on equally trifling
terms, to stare mighty hard at a
glass ball; and the customers are
equally ready to have them stare.
The theory is that a properly-quali-
fied person—and all these ladies are
propel;l\v qualified, else they would
be cheaper—can stare herself into a
state' in which she might see any
mortal thing and tell anyhody all
ahout it; a result which any nation-
al creature would: hé glad to pay
for,
~Even after that you may have the
about it; a result which any ration-
fee; but this is a higher one, because
you have something on paper to
equilibri- | keep. The fee is three guincas, and

walking under a ladder, the thing is
#80 perfectly obvious that nobody
but a blind unsuperstituent (or un-
superstituator, or whatever the cor-
rect term should be) could ever fail
to perceive it. Walk down the street
and oPserve the first hali-dozen lad-
ders sﬁanding against the houses and
walls. From number one an over-
flowing paint-pot swings gracefully
n the breeze, and, standing over it,
light-hearted son of toil brandishes
an equally overflowing brush in uni-
son with the tune He is whistling.
ometimes he hits the wall, some-
times the ladder, but all the while
he dispenses a refreshing shower of
paint that hits everything. A little
“farther on ladder numwber two sup-
orts an ascending laborer with a
d of bricks, and holes are thought-
y provided in the ladder for the
ekayer to epit through; while the
are quite big enough to Jet a

And

follow as certainly as day iollows | ®¥ in the old books of magic.
night. 1 know it, I repeat, and I |as for smashing a looking-glass, sev-

en years' ill-luck is less than I hate
be more than 1\\Inch pulls away

ings (and no wonder). I should a so
dearly love the acquaintance of the
that the Germans so disre-
call the

from under digni-

ghost

speetfully ““Poltergeist,”

| ing ?mm Iy

‘which is what usually happens
these occasions, But the ghosts
never hits back— it usually vanishes
inoffensively, with a sigh of regret
at the misunderstanding. It has come
with the most benevolent intentions,
probably to offer a little exhibition,
perfectly free, of wall-penetrating
and personal transparency, and al-
though received with ungrateful as-
sault, and perhaps a laceration of its
inmost fogginess with a flying chair,
it goes off exhaling meekness and
forgiveness, to write humbly on a

some more appreciative human being

TWalter €,
Dentist,
883 Porechester Street,

| Kéhngdg,

Riehelicu and Ontfario
slate under a table, so as to enable ] %a‘Oigarioq @Ompang

R R e —
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to pocket the guinea the writing
earns. No, a ghost is the kindliest
and friendliest thing that floats.
Think of the countless occasi
which ghosts have risen from—wher-
ever they are—and come all along to
this uncomfortable world to shove
up a table, just because it seemed
the sort of thing that would amuse
the company, or, perhaps, to bang
a gentleman on the head with a tam-
bourine, at a spiritualistic seance. L
an afraid that their experiences am-
ong human beings give the ghosts a
low opinion of our intelligence, to
judge by the things they think likely
to amuse But I should like an
opportunity of clearing up all these
misunderstandings, and of reciprocat-
ing the iriendly advances of a ghost

us.

S On U

in the proper way, and I shall be
glad to meet any respectable ghost
with those views. I think [ should
prefer the sort that comes and beck-
ons colemnly and leads the way to
a spade and a pick, and then to a
place where a chest of sovereigns is

SUMMER HOTELS

W
THE MANDIR RICRELIED

THE TS G omooee

Owned and orerated by the

TADOUSAC, QUEI

lady explained, there's no account-
ing for the cheap adulterations

troduced

in-
into guinea seances by ir-

responsible wicked spirits—an assur-

ance which consoled me almost as
much as the return of the guinea |!
might have done, I think there was
some -~ sort of hint that a strictly | °

high-class seance, warranted free
from adulteration, would cost more;
but I
with my little superstitions.

all regretiul of
never having met a real visible ghost

have to be economical, even

I am the more

because I am convinced that the
ghost, as a—well, not as a body cor-
porate, but, let us say, as a class— | 1

has been

derstood. There has never been a

mwore harmless, well-intentioned sort

j of creature than a ghost, and 1 can-

not remember even having heard of
living
That people are frightened is surely

no fault of the ghost's, but of their

one injuring any

own. ‘An affable, well-meaning ghost

touch wood to avert danger of acci-
dent.
danger of drowning I think T should
grab the wood with both hands—the

strange

church at Dedham, Ia., last week de-

much maligned and misun- | and setting the same on fire, but as»
discovery was made immediataly the
citizens' turned out at once.
was put out be;ore

creature, | damage by
exceed
insurance.

Mag
Gteel Steamers

Leave Toronto for Clayton

Embracing a delightfal 8ail acress Lake Ontario,

tPalaial Dochester, Kingston,

Intermediate Ports

a tri

through the fascinating scenery of the Thousand [FI)UU|~"V’1I¢,
Venice of America), and the exciting deacent of ol th

marvello

Where ¢

us rapids to

MONTREAL (the Metropolis of Canada

onnection is made for cool and refreshing night

Indeed, if the danger were the

& CO.

the
influence of superstition on

argest piece in reach; such is

a yielding mind.

LADIES’
TAILORING.

2 We have never been in a position to

STRUCK BY LIGHTNING.

Lightning struck the new $5,000

nolishing the west and east end,

The fire
damage
1t is estimated that the
the lightning will not
000, and it is covered by

much

was done

tries to make friends with somebody
and amuse him, and the favored per-
son won’t have it, but goes rushing
offi and screaming to such an extent
the poor ghost out of
In just such a way you may

as to terrify
sight.
see a nervous old lady in such fits
of terror at the a@iable approaches
of a big dog that the affectionate
quadruped presently sneaks s away,
scared and abashed. Nothing could
be Kinder or more considerate than
the behaviour of the ordinary ghost.

world to make complaint of murder
are much too lind to go ana tell the
police or a magistrate, like an or-
dinary vindictive human being, I
never heard of any ghost complain-
ing of murder to a policeman, or
even applying to a'mugistrhm for a
summons. Instead, the ghost goes
ta some purely neutral person who
never heard of the matter in ns life,
but who happens to sleep in some
varticular room, and gives a strik-
ing little performance which leaves
the human being something to teu
his friends about all the rest of his
lifo. © Sometimes it even reveals
¢éxistence of buried treasure. Nothin
could lie more hmiable,

s the article you get is a horvscope — |
o 'y &

Even those who come back to the | tO each Subscribera neatly
bound copy of the Gold‘e'n
Qlt:bilee Book, who will send
t

new Sabscribarstath: Tea
W itness,

partunity to obtain a most

work of Irish.

Prémium

TO

Subscribers.

We ofter as a premium

he names and cash for 5

~ This is a splendid op.

nterestir~ chronicle of the
Catholi
laym:

the present time.

much handicapped

are showin,
Montreal.
IRISH LACHES andIrish Lacé

and Collarettes galore.

Plowen Laces and Lac
larett:
thing that is new. -
‘ We cannot do the whole

trade in Mon but we are in a posit
mm d will be disag

“WE CAN SAY THIS WITHOUT

well-tailored and perfect

—_—

Attention Is Called to Our

talk about Ladies’ Tailoring as we are at
Our Ladies’ Tailor is
turning out work equal to what Ladies get
in the best tailoring establishments in
New York.
FEELING EGoTisTicAL,”
A good tailor without good help is very
‘We had that experi-
ence ; in fact, we had to educate our work
hands up to high-class tailoring, and have
succeeded beyond a doubt.

We make a specialty of Ladies’
Habis and Golfing Suits.

THE CORSET JACKET ro much
in vogue in New York, we make to order;
als)y, show three different lines in stock.
Price $32.50 up.
For
Costumes, leave your orders with

JOHN MURPHY & CO.

Riding

.\

-fitting

Ladies' Parisi«n Dpessmaking Dept.

Is gaining in popularity daily.
DeLrLANQUE, who has full charge, will be
pleased to place her knowledge and skill at
the service of our customers. This Depart-
ment is full of orders, but at the same time
we are always ready to take more.

JOHN MURPHY & CO,

Mue,

LACE DEPARTMENT.

This is a Lace Season par excellenc®
We prepared for it, apd withont doubt we€
g’ the best stock in the city of

Collars

e Collars and Col-

Immense collection in every-

to do the la
pointed if d,aoﬁ.

of ﬁ:q Lace

‘Lhan' half asleep, T disregarded this 'h”,(} ’-““U' 1 >““‘Tht.‘1-.-l'“0 Abl'l‘)“g‘“g fied persons, picks up thirsty peo- | buried—a l.mge one, but not bfnrm(l o yod angoneratal bt Jhoro connetion fs made for oo
particular superstition misfortune | t0 an aunt, with a cricket-ball that [ ple’s glasses and drinks the contents | to0 deep—in the garden. It would [ situatedon the Banks of the Pk 3
ensued, swift and sore. For' surely |ought to have been left outside; and | _into  the surrounding air — sets | amuse me more than seeing a table Bt Lawrenoe. SR QUEBEC (America's Gibraltar)
nobody will deny that it is a misfor- [l bave been out of her will ever "nun\‘\' tables dancing round the room, | heaved up; and I should consider it World’s renowaed Saguenay River “hzh;:x"oyn&) ‘(‘lﬁ:r;::’:nxﬁ‘lz:'lylz‘"r'i,\’::rmi’;u’;’;‘r‘m}:l‘ii’\‘l"h:;-“w:I"r
tune, and a sore one, to bruise knees | Since, and she has been dead for ,Sllulshvs glass, and spills salt, like far more f{riendly than a bang on | grandeur and variety. For FurTHER PARTICULARS, APPLY TO e
and knuckles and nose all = together | ¥ears. So that it was bad for both | some ghostly member oi the Thir- | the head with a tambourine or a [H FOSTER CHAFFER, W.P.A, JOJ, F. DOLAN, C.P A% L H MYRAND,
against a solid brick wall, such as |of us. toan OINly: Tohere AT snany Footastss huw—the]. 2 King 8t. E., Toronto, Can ‘Ivli bt.'.!amvesh .« Montreal, Can Dalbousie St., Quel
A ¢ A B 2 X Or to THUS, HENRY, Traffic Manager, Montreal, Can.

my bed stands agafinst on the left A properly superstitious person | these practical among A;hn»:_\; I'he vampire superstition I am not
sidel Very well, then, T am super- | (like myself) is never dull. He is al- |in Mrs. Crowe’s *Night Side of ,\;..f“’ much attracted by. I don’t: like == —
stitious, and if you think I am wn- | Ways playing a complicated game of | ture,”” and I read their exploits a-|it.- It is rather too horrible—and I
reasonable, go and bounce against | —What? Spook, shall I say?— with | gain and again, with, much enjov- | never heard even of a member of the
a wall yourself, by way of asserting | fortur He sees his good and baa 1'“,.‘“,_ But the ghosts do not H,;‘;»} I'hirteen Club who went about to
your convictions. ,Juck coming everywhere and every- | rocate my friendly feelings. I b | invite a vampire to suck his blood w a

That is the sort of thing the anti l\\:.vn and he has all sorts of expe- 1{ tired to death of trying to keep a- [ as he slept, even from the big toe,
superstitious are in the habit of do- [dients ready to invite the one and | wake in haunted houses. Even at a [ where the vampire ‘bat operates. And
ing, or were some years ago. T 3 ’Jwi:v‘ the other. If he is absent- ’\Qix'lluuii»llc seance where 1 went ’[ am firmly convinced that there is OUR DONGOLA KID LACED BOOT FOR LADIES
was a ‘‘Thirteen Club,”’ which used ":“‘ui.-d enough to put on some arti- :.nm‘c (charge one guinea—there is : nothing but the vampire superstition at this low ‘OI'ICG 18 very neat, lf}’/I'Sh and durable,

meét at dinner ifor the absurd |cle of clothing side® ou » | some o weird abo F univer. | to account for the habits of pome

:::H'[!n.\v of l”Hl'n’an' all the super- :}:'.A-".m;. ;uu; L~\:':]le‘;-xxxx‘x;:i[rvxl JL‘I:]‘()HI:;\ Ii’\d;”";\:’;:;‘“d"“:(”‘l 1‘:‘1‘1«-‘:‘,‘ I‘]‘:g:\\’lu:y‘.\;;;‘: ," gentlemen—aot members of the 'T‘hil— I};r/z;t;eﬁ;//;ltﬁfgxlensmn SO/E and'n/ce MI/”‘"', HEE/'
stitions that reasonable persons |[to Keep it so all day, he knows he f ing. more ghostly than the hus[x:~t~,1‘ teen Club—who go to bed with their to A satisfaction.
cherish. Instead of sitting down [is in for good fortune. Personally, | who was certain thin, but rather | Poots on.
quietly and decently and joy I am just about absent-minded ‘}:‘n'xl and bony than otherwise. l'In-|‘ Still, I like to be just in my RONAYNE BROS"
[ s e R e ]‘“,.”LEA to have put on my socks in- ; ghosts sent me messages, however, | SUPerstitions—I like to give ”‘em‘z :('l'::l‘\.::le‘ 2027 .NOtre D(I/nle Strcet
tious people, they devoted most of jside out quite frequently, and then |not in theis own voices, but through | €ach their little corner. T never pass
their attention to spilling salt, cross- 1‘ to have forgotten all about it; at |the lady, though, as they were the | Picce of iron lying in the road $I 50 $I 50
ing knives and forks, passing the jany rate, I am quite sure about the | ghosts of my uncle John and my | Without picking it up; gold T am
wine rouna the wrong way, jumping !:uxy-umu‘ But T have never yet |deceased sister, I didn’t see why they }'-“' quite so certain about, but i » .
up and walking under ladders, |been  quite so absent-minded as to | chould be either bashful or ‘”"'\m“‘ should avoid neglecting it—I like be-
smashing looking-glasses, ana a ]j-u" on my trousers or overcoat in- | But the messages interested me 11\1'{--] ing on the safe side. T hope it will e
score more of similar tricks. Of lxulf‘ out, or even my hat. But ab- ly, and certainly surprised me. chief- | never be discovered—at any rate by
course, such conduct brought misfor- | sent-mindedness is an abiding char- |1y because I Liad never heard of an | the butchers—how much beef I have
tune with it, and only a wild Thir- | acteristic of genius, and very likely | uncle John before and my only sis- | Stolen to cure warts. It must be | ¢ The
teen Clubber could fail to see it. For |1 shall do it some day. When I do |ter was still alive and qm(w' well | stolen beef, you see, and you must ’.\
they must have had a most uncom- | I shall not neglect my luck, and I |when I returned home. But, as the | Keep on till the warts go; so T am o
fortable dinner, which is one or the |expect my reward, as I walk along still persevering. And I always
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SEASIDE AND
GOUNTRY SUPPLIES

The time is at hand to prepare
for the Summer exodus from city
life. There are a great many
things to be thought of. Some
Ladies buy flne Cream Damasks
to wear and bleach while away -
others buy a cheap Bleached
Linen that will not matter much
whether it ever comes back or not
‘We aré well prepared for both.

FINE CREAM TABLE DAMASKS
72 inches wide—
$1.00, $1.20, $1.30 per yd.

BLEACHED TABLE CLOTHS—

668x 74 inches.... 58cup
B4xi08B inches....$1 32 up
68x 70inches.... 75¢up
70x 80 inches.... 95¢up
68x 90 inches.... 95¢ up

72x108 inches....$1.65 up

BLEACHED COTTON BATH
TOWBELS, 22¢, 26¢, 300,35~ up

GREY COTTON BATH TOWELS
—100, 12¢, 18c up.

BROWN LINEN BATH TOWELS
40c¢, 60¢, 800 and 70c up

COOSTUME CRASHES 386 inches
wide,17¢c and 20¢ per yard.

MATTINGS FOR THE
'SUMMER HOUSE.

' . Gorner Mansfiery

. obscure

ble Fioor

years af
ine's death, the

some fftY

jorent!
Floren street in R®

ijsts in iron !
which the tdwns in I:
full. You may See 1

still in' Cathedral gut,:
trctwork around a sh
gratings around the S
tars in cpiscopal chu
cou have not seen th
4 lingering do

tain any
your Ruskin, and he ¥

yhamed. These were
men worked slowly
conscious that work w
that they were laborir
and not for
pread. We cannot do
toil in the workshops
either games, I

those art

turies,

and 1 g €
give the inspiration o
of art, called faith. V

jst:s name Was Juf:op
he had an only child,
whose name was Beat
ter the great poet whe
Jast home at Ravenna
for he was now olfi,

speaking to his child
and Bice never

exile;
her father al

tioning
anb the wonders of I
heaven. Once a mon
dark shadow would fi
threshold; & brothe
from Florence, who W
to see his niece, for
put she did not love |
the midday meal, tp
of the two brothers i
ed upon Dante and
pante and Ravenna. ]
it commenced, it veel
round to the everlast
on that they held dire
tory views.
—_—

The Florentine stou
that Dante was in he
1y damned.

-"\'nu say here,”’ T
pointing his long fing
ing the whole of Rav
cle, “Eccovi 1'uomo ¢
Inferno! 1 say: Icco
sta all’ Inferno!’’
“Corpo di Bacco!"’
would exclaim, ‘‘you
{hither yourself for i
God couldn’t send su
hell. He could not g
umph to Satan!”’
“Pante hath sent p
ops and cardinals t
ther would reply. “‘F
ite gloomy caverns wi
He was vengeful an
There is no place for

en :

“I saw him here in
Jacopo, ‘‘when you,
tines, drove him out
walking our streets,
tary man. My father

out, and say: ‘Look
look well! That’s a
will worship to the e
“A bad, gloomy fa
ness and malice to G
the Florentine would
“Presence of the d
cried Jacopo.

solemn, marble face,
with a point of fire.
He used to pass our
looking forward and
cloals slung around
folded beret on his h
kneel aown and kiss
where he had trod.

angels and his Beatric
he died.”

no!”’ !

“Pah!” would excle
“That’s a pious decei
1y ten commandments
and one of these the |
shalt love!”’ Believe
has read the Lasci
once since he died!”

“Then where could
shouted Jdacopo. ‘Di
other circle for him I«
no! God does not &
as Dante’s! I allow
in purgatory for a §
cause we must all go
sins and imperfection
damned! All heaven
against it!”

So the controvers
month after month, .
listen with wonderin,
But she hated her
and would refuse to
he went away. And f
would not be ‘the
swung to his




