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CRUX.

Having before me some very able 
.ketches of the leading members of 
the Irish Catholic hierarchy, and 
knowing that the length of these 
carefully prepared papers precludes 
all possibility of the "True Witness" 
riving more, than one at a time, I, 
thought I would weave together 
80me of the most important para­
graphs in each, and present them as 
one treatise. As the atmosphere of 
St Patrick’s Day is still with us, I 
know of no subject more appropri­
ate for the present issue of the pa­
per In the following I do not pre­
tend to any originality; not even 
d0 I deem it necessary to comment 
upon the extracts given. In fact, 
any remarks that I could make 
would serve to mar the work ra- 
tber than to embellish it. However, 
a word, here and there, will be ne­
cessary ir order to close up the 
gaps formed by matter which must 
be omitted.

I will venture to say that there is 
scarcely any episcopal body in the 
world that counts more eminent 
men than docs the episcopacy of 
Ireland to-day. The very fact of be­
ing a bishop is proof positive that a 
man must be possessed of more than 
ordinary talents and be remarkable 
for more than ordinary virtue : in 
this sense every bishop in the world 
is an eminent personage. * But some 
have more occasion than others to 
display the gifts With which God 
has favored them, and this is spe­
cially the case in regard to the arch­
bishops and bishops of Ireland.

Our of a number of these sketches 
I have selected four for my present 
purpose; they are the Most Rev. Dr. 
Walsh, Archbishop of Dublin and 
Primate of Ireland; Most Rev. Dr. 
MacEvilly. Archbishop of Tuam : 
Most Rev. Dr. Croke, Archbishop of 
Oashcl; and Most Rev. Dr. O’Dwyer. 
Bishop of Limerick.

Frpm Tuam’s ancient See, in the 
North, to Cashel’s historic diocese, 
in the South, from the Liffy to the 
Shannon—Dublin in the East and 
Limerick in the West—the whole of 
Ireland is represented by these four 
members of the hierarchy of the 
land. I would, however, remark 
that the portions of these sketches 
which I am forced to omit are 
much more numerous and equally 
as imporlunt, as those which I re­
tain. We will commence with the 
great Archbishop of Dublin, who is 
alse Primate of Ireland.

The Most Rev- Or. Walsh
If the greatness of a man depends 

on the ardor and energy with which 
he devotes himself to a worthy cause 
and the unhesitating consecration of 
great talent to the purpose of his 
life, then, indeed, is the Archbishop 
of Dublin entitled to a high position 
amongst the great men of our time. 
The steadfast determination with 
which he has striven to improve the 
spiritual condition of his people and 
to elevate the intellectual standard 
of his country, and the genius he 
has brought to bear on the achieve­
ment of these ends has challenged 
the wonder and admiration of those 
who have watched his career.

Dr. Walsh was born in Dublin in 
1841, and received his early educa­
tion at the Seminary of St. Lau­
rence O’Toole , ip that city. From 
this school he passed to the Cath­
olic University which had then been 
recently inaugurated by Dr. New­
man, where he soon gave evidence of 
high talent and powerful mental 
ability. Ho had no difficulty in 
maintaining the reputation which 
was already his when a few years 
later he entered Maynooth College 
in order to prosecute his studies for 
the sacred priesthood. His scholas­
tic career could scarcely have been 
more brilliant, for he seemed to 
•xcel in every branch of study to 
which he applied himself, whether 
Theology, Physical Science or Mod­
ern Languages. Even in the study of 
the Irish tongue he so completely 
mastered his subject that he did not 
hesitate to compete with students 
from the Western provinces who had 
known and spoken the native lang­
uage from their childhood, when he 
carried off the first prize.

In 1878 Dr. Walsh was appointed 
vice-president of Maynooth College, 
«oon after he set before himself the 
task of soliciting the co-operation of 
the principals of the Catholic schools 
jn Ireland for the purpose of devis- 
nv the best means of deriving the 

iuileat possible benefit from the In­
termediate Education Act. For this 
purpose ho sought the sanction of 
tne bishops of Ireland to hold a con­
ference in Maynooth. His project 

"armly approved of and theisug- 
gested conference took 'place, at 
which Dr. Drake, Archbishop of 
Gashel and Emly presided. 
tl,„n first public effort of the fu- 

*rchb,sh<>P on behalf of Cath- 
saidef U<Latlon in Ireland, he may be 
■am to have struck the dominant
vihrVVhat mi*htv ch°rd that has 
car~i d*n.thr.OURhout hi8 whole 

»•tJhcLque8tIon of education is
Wal«h Hn,WhiCh the n*me of Dr. 
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struK«le the Irish

Catholics - - ® ** t0ld- ^bat'

matters was a flagrant injustice, and 
to redressing this injustice he fear­
lessly devoted himself with all the 
energy and perseverance of his char-

On the elevation of Dr. Macabe, 
afterwards Cardinal, to the Archié­
piscopal See of Dublin, the dignity 
of Canon in the diocesan Chapter 
was conferred on Dr. Walsh. A few 
years latei in February, 1885, on 
the death of the Cardinal Arch­
bishop he was chosen Vicar Capitu­
lar of the vacant See, and in tha 
following July he was appointed by 
the Holy See Archbishop of Dublin 
to the great joy of priests aod peo­
ple. The intellectual gifts possessed 
by the president of Maynooth had 
long attracted the admiration of 
Leo XIIJ. who invited the Arch­
bishop elect to proceed to Rome for 
his consecration. This ceremony was 
performed in the historic Church of 
St. Agatha, the National Church of 
Ireland in the Eternal City, and on 
that auspicious occasion the Cardi­
nal Archbishop of Sydney who had 
lately filled the See of Ossory, acted 
as consecrating Prelate. The arrival 
of the new Archbishop in Dublin was 
made the occasion of an enthusiastic 
outburst of popular veneration and 
welcome, showing beyond doubt that 
the choice of the Holy Father had 
been also the choice of the Irish Na-

During the year '95, a series of ar­
ticles on the law in its relation to 
religious interests and the legal po­
sition of charitable bequests in Ire­
land appealed over his name in sev­
eral successive numbers of the"Irish 
Ecclesiastical Record.” Cases had 
occurred in the author's own expe­
rience in which serious losses had 
been sustained by religious institu­
tions as a result of wills having 
been drawn up either with inadver­
tence to or ignorance of points of 
practical importance involved in

These lucid articles have since been 
accepted as standard authorities on 
Ithe points discussed, being judged 
superior to works written on the 
same subject by the most eminent 
legal practitioners of thb day. Dr. 
Walsh has also compiled a treatise 
on bimetalism, one of the most ex­
plicit works on the subject which has 
yet been contributed to the litera­
ture of political economy.

Bearing on the educational claims 
of Ireland—of which, as we have al­
ready stated, he has ever been the 
foremost champion—he has prefaced, 
in a most able manner, a compila­
tion of his own speeches and vari­
ous statements made from time to 
time by members of the Irish Epis­
copal body. This valuable 
work also includes important 
pronouncements of English states­
men and other public men 
on the same engrossing subject, re­
garding which it constitutes a most 
valuable reference.

The limits of this sketch preclude 
our dwelling as extensively as we 
might wish on the many-sidedness of 
the Archbishop's versatile genius. In 
the world of culture and the domain 
of art his appreciation of merit is 
of the highest order. A lover of 
music, amid his myiy cares he has 
found time to write a work on the 
subtleties of harmony—with relation 
to its uses in the services of the 
Church; while there is none more 
keen in his estimate of the perfec­
tion of form and proportion in the 
builder’s craft and the lineaments of 
the artist’s pencil.

THE TRUE WITNESS AND OATHOLIO OBRONIOLB.
Ü

fclace in the recollections of Irish­
men as the great Archbishop of 
Cashel. In saying so we must not bo 
understood as perhaps speaking in a 
past sense of the illustrious subject 
of this sketch for we yield to none 
in sharing the anxious prayer and 
longings of Irishmen that he may 
be with us not only to welcome the 
tiawn of the coming era, but that 
he may be spared for many de­
cades of its years to guide devoted­
ly, as in the past, the destinies of 
the Irish Church and the Irish peo­
ple. But it seems to us the person­
ality of Dr. Croke has become so 
fixed a portrait in the hearts and 
homes of his countrymen that it 
must remain focussed within a cer­
tain period, and set, so to speak, 
within the framework of the events 
which belong to the closing quarter 
of the nineteenth century. When the 

j history of that period comes to be 
impartially written- and the motives 
and actions of those who played the 
principal parts—for Ireland’s sake- 
on its stage are justly estimated, no 
more noble character, we venture to 
assert, than the Archbishop of 
Cashel will be found in the group­
ings thaL must necessarily occupy 
the foreground of the historian's 
canvas.

Thomas Croke was »born near the 
southern Irish town of Mallow, on 
May 19. 1824.

Facilities for education among 
Catholics were then very limited in­
deed. Thus we learn that the ad­
vantages of which the young Irish­
man hod to avail at first were sup­
plied chiefly in his own home. Later 
he attended the school of Chorle- 
ville. un institution endowed bv the

Holy Scriptures his special and 
earnest study and there is no stud­
ent of those inspired pages of light 
and leading who is more thoroughly 
familiar with them. The record of 

j his written and published labors 
alone is as creditable to his indus­
try and learning as it is to his great 
zeal. Thus we find six large volumes 
from his pen all marked by deep and 
accurate research and characterized 
by a remarkable knowledge of patri­
otic literature and comparative Bi­
blical knowledge. There are four vol­
umes of commentaries, on the Gos­
pels of (1) St. Matthew and St. 
Mark, (2> St. Luke. (3) St. John. 
(4) the Acts, and two equally com­
prehensive volumes on "An Exposi­
tion of the Epistles of St. Paul and 
of the Catholic Epistles.” The Ex­
position of the Gospels of St. Mat­
thew and St. Mark has run into 
four editions and that of St. Luke 
and St. John into two. while the 
Exposition of the Epistles has al­
ready seen five editions— a tollimr

spend the remaining years of his life 
in the homeland of his love and in 
the service of his faith and coun­
try. But this dream of his devoted 

’Irish heart was not in the ways of 
God to be fulfilled for yet a while. 
In the year 1870 he was appointed 
by the llolv See to the bishopric of 
Auckland. New Zealand.

New Zealand presented a broad 
field for the exercise of the bishop’s 
zeal and energy; the establishment 
of a Catholic organization on a 
practical basis was necessary and a 
heavy debt under which the Cathe­
dral of Auckland lay. hud to be 
cleared olT—tasks which required 
powerful administrative capacity as 
well as great activity.

Through the death of the Most 
Rev. Dr. Leahy in 1875, the Archi­
épiscopal See of Cashel fell vacant. 
lhis archdiocese is one of the most 
import at.f, in Ireland, alike from its 
position and its traditional associa­
tions. Dr. Croke was appointed 
Archbishop of the vacant See. and 
by the special desire <>f His Holiness 
the Pope he personally attended in 
tne Eterr.nl City to demand the Pul- 
lium which was granted in Consist­
ory. July 5, 1875.

Within a few years . fij,jR no_ 
initiation to the Archiei i , ,i See 
of Cashel, Dr. Croke was called on 
to give proof of those qualifications 
for which he had been chosen to fill 
so responsible a position. The great 
economical evil of Ireland — though 
now each year less felt — was then 
the small number of its productive 
industries, which compelled the 
population to depepd on the soil as 
their sole means of subsistence. In 
1879 the crops failed, and the Irish 
peasant found himself face to face 
with all the horrors of impending 
famine.

The year 1895 witnessed one of 
the most impressive demonstrations 
by which a faithful people had over 
before sought to give proof of their 
loyalty and devoted ness to a faith­
ful pastor. In the ..July of that 
year, the celebration of the episco­
pal silver jubilee of the Archbishop 
of Cashel took place.

On that memorable day the pulpit 
of Thurles Cathedral was occupied 
by His Eminence the Cardinal Pri­
mate of all Ireland. In the course of 
his magnificent oration, the illustri- 
'ous speaker said : "Two considera­
tions will suffice to Justify the feel­
ings which animate us on this occa­
sion, and show i hat t hev are found-
ed ou soi nd. solid n ligio IS SI „ti_

sentiment wh rcii has
done hum r to the Fai th at d co
crated tin put riot ism if on • Me. Pie
One is th • dignity am itity
the office o which the Arch fislio 1 of
Cashel he - devoted tw<

unselfish, fr lilfu
The ot her is his mis we •ving licit lit V
to the gl .irions trad it of the
Irish prie -lliodd. in h m Ins

v found a ki id k
sterling fi iend, a trust. •d gi id,-. ’ Ills
symputh.x was never want in the
suffering and afflicted. iiis cpmj as-

j Pointaient was one which had the 
! approval of the laity as well as of 
the clergy.

! Father O’Dwyer was born and bap- 
I in 1837 in the historic parish 
i of 1,o|.V Cross, both his parents be- 
’ >ng lineal descendants of ancient 

Irish families. For the name of 
; U Dwyer figures conspicuously iu 
both the civil and religious annals 

I °: , ?c you “try. At an early period 
ins life his parents moved to 

Limerick with which dit y his schol­
astic years and much of his religious 

i ministry have been identified. TTis 
j preliminary studies were prosecuted 
| pally under the care of the Je-
; suit l athers who then presided over 
j Prince Catholic Seminary in

In reviewing the history of the 
j City Of the \ i Ola led Treaty” the 
j roadci* can never fail to realize the 
• closeness of the ties that existed bc- 
I t'Vücn 1" iests and people through all 
I l“u phases of humiliation and tri- 
i "mph through which that city pass- 
j cd, ties cemented by centuries of 
| common sympathy with the causes 
I thev had mutually at heart, 
j To-day it might be said that no 
| member of the Irish Hierarchy can 
I boost of ruling over a more faithful 
j devoted flock or of possessing a 
i more splcndidlv equipped Cathedral 
’ city.
! In the vast array of churches for 
I which Catholic Limerick is prover­
bial, several religious orders are vc- 

I presented, among which we may 
tuime the Franciscans, the Domini- 

; cans, the Augustinians, the Jesuits, 
nnd the Redeinptorists. In the last- 
named the organization of the Con­
fraternity of the Holy Family is said 
t«> be one of the most successfully 
worked associations attached to any 
church in the world. The number 
ol men whose names are inscribed on 
ils rolls exceeds five thousand.

1,1 watching over the temporal 
welfare ol his spiritual children, Dr. 
<>'Dw\e: has spent much thought 
and labor on that most important 
factor- i lie education of .the young. 
The splendid schools with which tlie- 
city and diocese are endowed testify 
strongly to his energy in this direc­
tion. li-'Cv, ,ll.v, t oo. in the press 
and otherwise, lie has given manv 
most, valut bio pronouncements -<1 
the question of the establishment of 
an Irish Catholic University. lu 
spite ol the multiplicity of his oc­
cupations. lu; has given deep thought 
to I lie subject, ami with charuéter- 
i-sl ic perception of the situation Ju­
lias given an excellent statement of 
the extent of Irish Catholic claims 
in the matter of higher education. Ju
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The Most Rev. Or. MacEvilly.
The ancient archiépiscopal See of 

Tuam owes its foundation to St. 
Jorlath a disciple of St. Patrick, 
and the present prelate is a direct 
descendant of that distinguished and 
holy man. who also established at 
Cluainfois (Cloonfush), two miles 
west of the town, a famous school, 
which fox centuries rivalled the 
other educational establishments of 
that age. In the long roll of Tuam’s 
bishops were many men of interna­
tional fame all of them illustrious 
and worthy followers of the sainted 
and erudite founder.

John MacEvilly was, in April, a.d. 
1817, born at Louisburgh, in the 
Countv of Mayo, a small picturesque 
village not far distant from West- 
port, and within â few miles of the 
famous mountain, Croagh Patrick. 
Going to St. Jarlath’s College, at 
Tuam, John MacEvilly went thence 
to Maynooth, and after a distin­
guished collegiate course there, he 
was ordained on the Dumboyne es­
tablishment in 1840. On his return 
to his native diocese he was ap­
pointed, first ,as a professor, and 
next as president, of St. Jarlath’s 
College. While there, in 1854, ho 
attended, with quasi-episcopal pow­
ers (so far as voting and taking 
part in the deliberations) the Synod 
of Thurles. In 1857 Dr. MacEvilly 
was appointed/ by the Holy See 
Bishop of Galway, and subsequently, 
in 1866, Apostolic Delegate for Kil- 
macduagh and Kilfenora, at that 
time a separate See, but now an­
nexed to, and forming part of, the 
diocese of Galway. In 1876 the 
Bishop of Galway was selected by 
the Tuam priests and appointed by 
Rome Coadjutor to Dr. MacHalo. 
Archbishop of Tuàm, "with right of 
succession." and on the death of 
that prelate, in 1881, he became his

sEvilly stands first among 
urchmen who write In Bng- 
a profound,, prolific and 
writer. All through his

proof of their value and popularity 
and of the demand which they have 
by their merits created. His, it may 
be stated, is the only full Catholic 
commentary in the English language 
on the entire New Testament except 
the Apocalypse. Detached portions of 
it have been ably treated by some 
learned ecclesiastics, but these alone 
treat of the entire in the English 
language.

Few prelates in a Church, espe­
cially remarkable for its self-sacrifi­
cing and untiring workers, have led 
so active a life as Dr. MacEvilly. 
We have seen what he has done as 
an author and an administrator, but 
his vigor in the management of 
probably, in extent of area, the 
largest diocese in Ireland is mar­
vellous.

Dr. MacEvilly is the oldest Irish 
Bishop, dating his years from his 
Consecration. He attended the Sy­
nod of Thurles, and is the only liv­
ing Irish Churchman who took part 
in its deliberations. He attended the 
Vatican Council, and is now the on- 
lv Irish Bishop alive who was there 
at its opening. He not only attend­
ed that historic conclave, but spoke 
on the Dogma, and his speech on 
the occasion, delivered in polished 
and classic Latin, was considered by 
judges a marvel of close reasoning 
and vast learning. He has been for 
many years one of the governing 
body of Maynooth College, and one 
of the most constant attendants at 
its board’s meetings.

Dr. MacEvilly is, and always 
throughout his long career was a 
great advocate and encourager of 
temperance, and he practically car­
ried out its principles by being him­
self for forty years a total abstain­
er. and by endeavoring to recom­
mend its practice by inducing chil­
dren in thousands at Confirmation 
to take the pledge. It may be men­
tioned that, with the exception of 
Dr. Vaughan, Bishop of Plymouth. 
Dr. MacEvilly, who is his junior by 
only two years, is the oldest bishop 
in the British Empire, and despite 
bis eighty-two years he is to-day one 
of the most intellectually and physi­
cally active men in the Episcopate.

The Most Rev. Or. Croke.
When this generation shall have 

crossed the threshold of the twen­
tieth century and looking back re­
views the scenes of the eventful o 
drama on which the curtain of time l n 
Ihas fallen, few characters will be j'n 
found to possess so remarkable a

lord of the soil, where classes and 
elementary science were then taught. 
Having decided on entering the ec­
clesiastical state and acting under 
the counsel of his spiritual advisers, 
at the age of fourteen he left Ire­
land and entered the Irish College at

In the year 3 844 he left Paris and 
proceeded to the frontier town of 
Monin in Belgium, whose college, 
like those of many other towns of 
the Netherlands, was well known to 
Irish students who were formerly 
forced to seek in foreign lands the 
privileges of Catholic education de­
nied them at home. Here our student 
spent a year in the further prosecu­
tion of his studies, and for a time 
filled one of the professorial chairs, 
teaching English, Rhetoric, and 
Philosophy.

At the close of 1845 he left Bel­
gium for the Eternal City, in order 
to secure the manifold advantages 
of ecclesiastical education and 
Science attainable in the great cen­
tre of Catholic unity. Here the fu­
ture prelate remained for about 
three years, attending lectures at the 
Roman University and reading The­
ology under the distinguished Jesuit 
Fathers Peronne and Passaglia. 
Whatever may have been the undis­
puted excellence of the Jesuit facul­
ty of arts in every department, it is 
no exaggeration to say that in the 
sphere of sacred science they then 
surpassed themselves.

Under such advantageous circum­
stances, no stimulus was needed on 
the part of our young Irish student 
to urge him on to attaining in 
sacred science the degree of excel­
lence reached by him in letters and 
philosophy. He won many high dis­
tinctions; in the year 1846 he was a 
Gold Medallist of the Roman Uni­
versity, and closed his brilliant 
scholastic career by obtaining the 
degree of Doctor of Divinity. In the 
same year Dr. Croke was ordained 
priest, afterwards returning to Ire­
land.

During the first twenty years of 
his priesthood, the efficiency with 
which this zealous priest performed 
the varied and diverse duties that 
fell to his lot marked him out for a 
still higher position in the realm of 
the Church of which he was so 
bright an ornament. Foreign travel, 
profound study and wide experience 
had tended to develop those powers 
of organization and capacity for ad- 

in istrative work which were pro-, 
minent traita of bis character.

IMr. Croke had probably hoped to

sion was never denied even to Un­
erring and the fallen, the poor were 
never driven from his gate. Neither 
have his compassion and active sym­
pathy been confined to tlv> members 
of his own flock, as I. and. 1 am 
sure, some of my colleagues in the 
episcopate, have good reason* to 
know. When we were surrounded 
a people on the verge of famine, 
of the first hands extended to ns 
was that of the Archbishop of 
Cashel, and it was never an empix 
or a niggard hand.” Addressing tIn- 
Archbishop of Cuslu-1 IIis Eminence 
continued 1 might still dwell, My 
Lord Archbishop, In more minute 
detail on the many other circum­
stances which conspire to give a 
deep and absorbing interest, to the 
religious ceremonies of to-day and 
to the occasion which they are 
meant to sanctify. The cherished 
memories of the past arise before 
me, with their joys and sorrows, 
which like light and shade, vary 
without marring the beauty of the 
prospect: and 1 am reminded that 
you are the inheritor, of the glorious 
traditions which they give to view.
I cannot forget that the crozior 
which you wield descends to you 
through r. long line of predecessors. 
It comes from Corinne, patriot and 
scholar, prince and pontiff. It drop­
ped from the hand of OTTurly only 
when he had sealed with his blood 
the testament of fidelity to faith 
and country which he has left to his 
successors. In your hand. My Lord 
Archbishop, it has lost none of the 
hallowed associations which cling to 
it."

Though now advanced in years. 
Dr. Croke is still full of physical vi­
tality and takes the greatest inter­
est in the affairs and pursuits of the 
outer world From his early educa­
tion in foreign countries and his 
later residence in New Zealand, ns 
Well as his intimate associations 
with his own country, the Arch­
bishop possesses a certain degree of 
cosmopolitanism which must ever be 
attractive and particularly when 
combined with his genial, hospitable 
temperament, which is so peculiarly 
Irish. He has filled every position 
in the Catholic Church, from curate 
to archbishop, often discharging 
duties more educational than eccle­
siastical. which must have endowed 
him with a wealth of experience of 
inestimable value in the exercise of 
the onerous duties of his exalted po­
sition.
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The Most Rev. Dr. O'Owyer.
Thirteen years ago when the past­

ors of Limerick met together to elect 
a new bishop to fill the vacant See 
they departed from the usual cus­
tom in choosing not one who, so to 
speak, had ranked among the eld­
ers of their diocese, but by the al­
most unanimous nomination of Fa­
ther O’Dwyer, then curate of St. 
Michael’s. Limerick, as worthiest to 
fill the episcopal See of St. Munchin. 
Though in later centuries this pro­
cedure has had but few precedents in 
the history of the Irish Church, the 
choice of the clergy of Limerick re­
ceived the approval of the Holy See, 
and Father O'Dwyer was consecrat­
ed bishop in the Cathedral of St.

June 29, 1886. The solemn 
function was marked by a display of 

which showed the ap-

i-ducalion finds ample evidence in the 
large number of schools and colleges 
throughout his diocese. St. Mun­
ch in's Diocesan College, Limerick, is 
one of I lie most flourishing colleges 
of its kind in Ireland; whilst at 
Mungret, close to the city, the Je­
suit Fathers carry on the work to 
which their Order is so peculiarly 
devoted, that of education, where 
they also encompass in their labors 
another special task, that of prepar­
ing and sending out missionaries to 
spread 1 he Gospel faith in fur-off 
lunds. The Christian Brothers, too, 
at Lfmei ick, in the recent results 
have scored high awards in the gen- 

I work of their schools, giving 
ample proof that that system of 
•ducation in which tlie religious and 

moral element is blended with secu­
lar teaching is l ho most useful and 
most successful for Christian youth.

There arc also many convents in 
which the education of girls is pro­
vided for. the convent of the Faith­
ful Companions of Jesus being the 
most prominent since as an institu­
tion it stands in the very foremost 
rank of high-class Irish schools. The 
Sisters ol Mercy are numerous 
throughout the diocese where their 
Piultiplied works of charity are 
bearing golden fruits. The convent 
>f the Good Shepherd in Limerick 

continues one of the noblest charit­
ies in its Magdalen Asylum, whilst 
the work of reparation and devotion 
to the Blessed Sacrament is carried 
on bv the Sisters of Marie Répara­
trice. an institution which owes its 
existence especially to the patron­
age of His Lordship the Bishop of 
Limerick.

One of the most remarkable events 
in Dr. O'Dwyer’s career and one 
which shows his zeal for the welfare 
of the sick and dying of his flock 
was that, of securing for Catholics a 
share of the advantages afforded bv 
the endowed Hospital of St. John's 
—an institution which for manv 
years was vested under the control 
of a non-Catholic Board of Govern­
ors and patrons. A community of 
nuns at present administer to the 
spiritual and temporal wants of 
those who seek admission within its

In addition to all these eminent­
ly useful institutions in the diocese 
of Limerick, which owe their initia­
tive to the keen foresight of the 
Most Rev. Dr. O’Dwyer, may bo 
lastly mentioned the college which 
is just now being established in Lim­
erick by His Lordship, in conjunc­
tion wirh the Commissioners of Na­
tional Education. The object aimed 
at is the training of the female 
teachers of primary schools in im­
proved methods of instruction and 
general industrial work. This is a 
fitting crown tp the educational ar­
rangements that prevail in the dio­
cese. Happily also, its usefulness 
will not be confined to Limerick, but 
will extend to other places in the 
south of Ireland.

Thus we see that the Bishop of 
Limerick has left nothing undone to 
secure the social, as well as reli­
gious. welfare of those who have 
been entrusted to his care. In con­
clusion wo must sum up all which 
we would wish to say in detail bv 
stating that a more earnest, energe­
tic, fearless, and out-spoken bishop 
has seldom ruled a diocese than the 
present occupant of the episcopal 
throne of St. Munchin. patron and 
first Bishop of Limerick.
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