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of circuit riding and backwoods preaching. 
With all his rugged qualities, he had a sensi­
tive appreciation of beauty in nature and In 
literature. No one dwelt more familiarly 
with poets and romancists. He knew the 
note of every Canadian singer, and was the 
eager patron of all creative and enduring 
work in our native literature. He has left 
some verse of his own of genuine insight, 
and of excellent spirit and finish. He will 
•lot be chiefly remembered, however, either 
as a |)oet or as a preacher. He was pre­
eminently a journalist and a controversialist. 
In much of his work there is the pure note 
of dogmatism, and the resolute temper of 
the autocrat. He took his ground surely 
and firmly. He argued to establish in other 
minds the conviction which possessed his 
own, and scorned to compromise If this 
sometimes gave to his teaching the flavor of 
partisanship, it was still so strong and so vig­
orous, and so whole hearted, that it always 
commanded respect and carried authority. 
His partisanship was mitigated by his infec­
tious optimism, and he was so frank,straight­
forward and courageous that he easily took 
leadership in any cause for which he enlist­
ed. He as much at least as any other man 
reconciled the Methodist church to the 
]>olicy of university federation, and under 
his control The Guardian had an authority 
which no other religious journal in Canada 
has ever possessed. He was a Liberal, ar.d 
indifferent touching the times and places 
where his Liberalism found expression. He 
fought Catholic dogma with zeal and energy 
and yet advocated Home Rule for Ireland 
and contended strenuously for tqual rights of 
citizenship and ample political recognition 
for men of all creeds. A British loyalist of 
a very robust type, he refused to suspect the 
loyalty of the French-Canadian, and had no 
fear of the influence of French Canada in 
Canadian affairs. A Liberal in political and 
economic faith, he staunchly upheld the old 
theology, and there was something almost 
merciless in his attitude toward that higher 
criticism which verges upon rationalism. 
But much more of his writing than the public 
knew was political, and it is, perhaps, in this 
field that his chief influence was exercised, 
and exercised in genuine zeal for the up­
building of Canada, and unfailing enthusiasm 
for the political party m whose fortunes he 
was so unselfishly concerned.
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tion is an inheritance which neither bereave­
ment nor bankruptcy can take away. You 
may stand unsupported in your loneliness 
like some desolate oak on the crest of a hill, 
but you will feel all the nearer to God. 
“When thou goest, thy steps shall not be 
straightened and if thou runnest, thou shall 
not stumble. “When thou liest down thou 
shall not be afraid ; yea, thou shall lie down, 
and thy sleep shall be sweet.” The interest 
on religious instruction is better far than any 
dividend this earth can give. There should 
he no divorce between the literary and the 
religions in the curriculum of our schools.
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The misery produced by labor strikes is 
sadly illustrated by a tragic episode which 
recently occurred in New York—the suicide 
of a brick layer. He was sixty three years 
old. The strike forced him into idleness, 
and constrained him to spend the little 
money he had saved. He became despond­
ent, told his wife that he could see nothing 
to live for. and repeatedly said to her : “ It’s 
a serious state of affairs when a man wants to 
work and can’t. It’s no use to try. It looks 
as if these strikes would never be over, and I 
am an old man with nothing saved, 
little we had is all gone. 1 think I will end it 
all.” And h.* did with a dose of carbolic 
arid. The Christian Intelligencer referring 
to the tragedy says : “ Strikes do cause “a
serious state of affairs,” which should have 
no existence in this land of freemen, where 
labor receives larger remuneration than in 
any country in the world. Strikes are evil, 
r.nd only evil. The loss and suffering 
entailed by them is a costly price for any 
little advantage gained. Strikes in the lor g 
run, tend to poverty instead of riches, and 
increase the list of suicides. This their 
history proves. Pity that labor troubles 
when they arise could not be settled by 
other methods more rational and less harm­
ful. There ought to be wisdom enough on 
the part of those who represent capital and 
labor to devise some such method.” The 
people who chiefly suffer when strikes are 
“ on ” are, first, the .amities of the strikers, 
especially those who may have no resources 
to fall back upon temporarily ; second, the 
innocent public. The only people who reap 
any advantage are the “ walking delegates ” 
and the salaried officials who order and 
superintend strikes. What gigantic follies 
labor strike* are !

A college town should be free from the 
licensed grogshop and all its kindred evils. 
The saloons want young men and are anx­
ious to go where they are ; but manly virtue 
is ever menaced by their presence and Chris­
tian integrity is impossible in him who seeks 
their patronage.

Schools are the arc-lights on theecross- 
ways of civilization.What

Belfast Witness : Shall we venture to 
hint that jierhaps the gift of conducting a 
week night service is not possessed or culti­
vated by all Presbyterian ministers. A man 
may preach a good sermon on Lord’s Day, 
yet fail to make the mid week prayer meeting 
a success. A plastic adaptation is needed, a 
perception of popular needs and tests, a 
simplicity, directness, and fervour, a spiritu­
al interestingness. To make it another 
preaching service is surely a mistake.

Christian Intelligencer : The mission of 
the Gospel of peace and salvation is to res­
tore to men their reasons, and to subdue 
their passions, and thus to bring them into 
harmony with their environments, their 
fêllowmen and their God. The carnal, or 
natural mind, is enmity against God ; it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can he be made to be by any natural process 
of man’s invention. This enmity must be 
slain, and can be ; only, however, by the 
power of divine grace and truth. The pie- 
c.ous Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
saving leaven the whole lump. Proclaim it, 
therefore, unto all the nations that strifes 
may virus* and peace reign.
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