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something of assistance and help in vour future work.  Twenty-nine hundred miles and a week
of travel 15 no small undertaking, especially at such a busy season, but I shall not feel that
my time has been lost if 1T can leave behind me some information which may be of assistance
Lo vou 1 your occupation as frait growen ’

You must not think, however, beeause this is mv first visit
awakening in the fruit industry of DBritish (‘.Muu)n;l You
|:\]n||nv-|1'|\ Farm system was imaugurated

hat my interest is only now
are doubtless aware that the
some thirteen vears

), and that T was then
{

appointed to the position T now hold in that institution Foven
mind, and, as T might sav, in mv daily work, the
British Columbia During the past ten yvears we have received a large number of samples of
soil from the Provinees, and these hay

since that time 1 have had in
acricultural Wn".l-nv which affeet vou in

ve, as far as time allowed, received our careful attention

I regret exceedingly that, owine to the inerease of chemiceal work. it has not been |Hl‘~~|1\‘t

during the last few vem thoueh have inereased the analvtical stafl 'u“-y-n!‘\\ﬂ’w!?n
demands made upon us by the wious Provin of the Dominio

You will readily recognize that ours being a Dominion institution take i practic u interest
in agreiculture as carrvied on in all the |‘|u Tt and cor auently we cannot devote the whole
of our time or the whole of our attention to any particular part of the Dominion, nor can w

agive more than a certain quota of time to an particular problem, though that mav be of very
great importance to a certain locality I sav this because some have said lately that British
Columbia is being neglected by our chemical d 1on

I have been looking forward to this visit for several vem My work necessarily 1.vr'|‘~
me very much in Ottawa, and the great distance to the West and the time involved in
travelling have hitherto been against me visiting British Coh Hllll',<H|}\r“[l‘rﬂ{‘, I was very
much pleased to receive the authority of the Hon, Minister of Agriculture to come and meet
vou I very much 1

eoret 1t was not a summer convention, tol then 1 could '\4\\A

SCCH more of
vour country and seen it to better

And that brings me to the second thousht T would give vou:; and that is, that, while 1
may be of help to vou, T may learn something myself of the conditions under which fruit
crowing and farming are carried on I am not altogether selfish in this wish \lthough 1
take a great interest in the whole question of British Columbia agriculture, from a scientific

standpoint, it is above all things my hope that |

mav ¢o back better informed as to vour pos
sibilities and difliculties here

o that T can in the future help those in the Provinee with whom
I may be in corre pondence

Doubtless most of vou know

that our central institution has become, together with the

branch farms, what I may term a bureau of information Numbers of letters

, regarding soils

and various other matters relating to acriculture, are received.  The number of communi
cations of this kind is vearly increasing, and we are very ¢lad to note that this branch of work
15 receiving so much appreciation from our farmer It is that I may be in a better position

Lo Z1ve wdviee, information i ‘Mn‘}lw“ it I am now Iu].mg my eve open \ I said to I'\v'
Hon. Minister before 1 came awav, * Well. if | |

mnot do vervy mucl P wtical cood there
) \
and 1 certainly do not expect to do a

ool the
British Columbia, for the imple reason t [ am not personally conversant with condition
prevailing there I shall certainly

1
Province, and better able to carry out worl

s | shall the second time 1 go to

come back with a better idea of farming possibilities in that

in the future on behalf of the British Columbia
farmers and fruit growers

This « xplains my attitude toward you on tl

his visit, and I trust vou will help me all in
vour power, during my stay, towards mastering vour conditions At the same time T really
want you to make use of me When I do not know anvthing 1 will confess my ignorance, but

yvou must remember that during this meeting and the future 1

h meetings of this convention, |
shall not deem it an inte rruption to have you asl

ask the better I shall like it Fhis T say that I may have ample opportunity to learn your
successes and failures, and not with a view of showing off what little I know, but that I may
find out what are your real wants and difficulties.  When I know these T shall be in a bette
position to decide as to the problems that should first receive attention

questions, and the more questions you will

[t was remarked to me just & moment ago that there is nothing new under the sun, and

I am very much inciined to endorse that proposition, but there is sometimes a new way of

putting an old truth. Old truths by a new voice very often strike home in a more emphatic

way from the mere fact that they are uttered by a fresh voice

Frequently there is something




