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no Landrat, no police, were powerful enough to check 
this development. Law after law was passed, Pole after 
Pole was ill-treated, Landrats were constantly changed : 
but still the nation grew from strength to strength. 
And when the most drastic steps were taken by the 
authorities, the Poles replied by organizing a boycott 
of all German goods as well as of all Germans imported 
by the Government to aid in Germanizing the country.

One of the best evidences of the democratic character 
of Poland’s economic development is the vigorous 
growth of co-operative societies. In all three parts of 
the country these societies have rapidly spread, and at 
present arc conspicuously worthy of study and imitation. 
Whenever an opportunity presents itself of carrying on 
this movement by legal methods, they are extended in 
all directions, so that there is now a perfect network of 
societies out of which larger and larger units are gradually 
formed. The best known are the ' Farmers’ Circles 
which exist in almost every village.

The boycott, to which I have just referred, is used 
by the Poles as a defensive weapon against German 
aggression. Russian Poland has been for many years 
flooded with German colonists. Prussian Poland is, in 
fact, regarded by the Prussian Government as a kind of 
promised land for Germans instead of Poles. Since the 
Prussian Government began to increase its persecutions 
of the Poles—at the same time assisting Germans with 
every kind of encouragement—a boycott has been 
organized against German tradesmen in Prussian Poland, 
and against all German produce in Russian and Austrian 
Poland. The movement is taken up with unbounded 
enthusiasm by young and old alike. I have seen school- 
children going from shop to shop, asking for articles such 
as pens, paper, &c., and reporting to the Press or the


