
THE WELL-BELOVED

His business was, among kindred undertakings 
which followed the extinction of the Well-Beloved 
and other ideals, to advance a scheme for the 
closing of the old natural fountains in the Street 
of Wells, because of their possible contamination, 
and supplying the townlet with water from pipes, 
a scheme that was carried out at his expense, as 
is well known. He was also engaged in acquir­
ing some old moss-grown, mullioned Elizabethan 
cottages, for the purpose of pulling them down 
because they were damp ; which he afterwards 
did, and built new ones with hollow walls, and 
full of ventilators.

At present he is sometimes mentioned as ‘ the 
late Mr. Pierston ’ by gourd-like young art- 
critics ; and his productions are alluded to as 
those of a man not without genius, whose powers 
were insufficiently recognized in his lifetime.


