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tin- llanifs <!i\uurinn ilie city from which ail life had disap|)eared,

dissipated bv the magic worlced by Mount I'dee. i'art of Carbet
hri'i been struck by the wave of fire from the volcano, but the

tjreater ]> >rlion of the villaf-c was left uninjured."

To confi; i this narrative 1 will asU yoi'.r pennisbion to c|uoti;

the following,' attributed in a despatch of .May -Hith, litOsJ, frvn
I'ort de France, to Mr. Robert T. Hill, of the I'nited States (ieo-

Icpical .Survey, who was then stui'yin;^ the volcanic phenomena
at Martini<|ue. for the .National ( leofrraphical Society. In si)eak-

ing of the great catastrophe in .Martinique, .\lr. Hill, in his de-

spatch is ([uoted as saying:—"There were three well marked
zones; 1st. a centre of annihilation in which all life, vegetable and
aninial, was utterly destroyed. The greater northern i)an of St.

Pierre was mi this zone ; -.ind, a zoi.o of singeing, blistering flame

which was also fatal to all life, killing all men and animals, burn-
ing thv leaves on the trees, and scorching Init not utterly de ,troy-

ing the trees them.selves ; ;Srd, a large outer destructive zone of
ashes, wherein some vegetation w<»s injured. The f(x-us of an-
nihilation was the new crater midway iK-tween the sea and the

peak of Mount I'elee, where now exists a new area of active vul-

canism with hundreds of fumaroles or miniature volcanoes."

I'Yoni the above quotations and from other accounts ])ublished in

the press at the time, we feel ipiite justified in citing this terrific

outburst of .\loimt I'elee as a wonderful exam])le of the produc-
tion of larf^o quantities of ii ilammable gases from a volcano.

We mentioned above that these inflammable gases must have
been mainly hydrocarlxMis ( pro'.ably mixed with hydrogen and sul-

phuretted hydrogen), and we draw the above inference from the

fact that inflammable or combustible :;ases thus constituted have
often been noticed and observed befor*^ in connection with many
other volcanic eruptions In scientists .jreat rejjute, who were
actually able to collect and analyse tl gases, l-'or instance, in

the \ esuvian i-ruption in IS.").") an<l lH~ii\, it was observed by
Charles Sainte Claire Deville and Leblanc (I), that the lava as it

cooled and hardened gave out successively vapors of hydro-chloric

acid, chlorides and sulphurous acid, then steam, and finally, car-

b dioxide and combustible gases.
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