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2 The Battle Glory of Canada

Fund, emphasised this point very strongly, saying : ‘* When
war was declared last August the whole of Canada as one
man rose and said they wished to take part in it, from
Atlantic to Pacific. Recruits came forward on the first day
of our anxiety, and within three days after the declaration
of war official recruiting was actually begun. In Canada
the Imperial feeling, if I may call it that, is strong—perhaps
stronger than you know of here. To us the Empire is a
very live thing indeed. It has been said that the Dominions
have come to the assistance of the Mother Country in this
war. I do not like that way of putting it; not that we
would not be proud and happy to come to the assistance
of the Mother Country from whom we have had so many
blessings, but this war is our war. We are part of the
Empire which is assailed and threatened by the militarism
of Germany, and we know that unless the Union Jack is
supported and flies over us as of old, the liberty we and
the other Dominions enjoy must be weakened, and that we
shall be unable to hand down to our children the liberties
we possess. This is a fight between liberty and popular
government on the one hand and the endeavour of the
Kaiser to enslave the world. Therefore, we consider that
this is our war, and our men have gone to the front and
will continue to do so until the war is over. I do not intend
to say much about what the Canadians have done. They
took part in the terrible battle at Ypres. They were sur-
rounded, but did not give way. Some people say it was
because they were brave, and others because they did not
know the rules of war and that had it been a mimic war-
fare they would have been declared prisoners. But that
is the kind of war that Britain has waged all through the
generations—hard wars, often hard-won wars. She never
knew what it was to be defeated. Canada has done her
best and will continue to do so. It needs no stirring words
from me to discourse on such a subject. Our men have
spoken for themselves.”

Herein is a new Imperial sentiment—a sentiment which



