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ALFRED USES HIS SIX-SHOOTER 25
little broncoa, they drew to themselves in the early light the
impressiveness of an age—the age of pioneers

Bu1^klPv'''A^?^/°'^'
Billy Knapp. At their rear rode Jin,Buckley Alfred was a httle of everywhere at once. As amatter of habit these three carried their rifles cross fashion infront of them, but the new Winchesters and the old lon^-

barrelled pieces of the other score of men were still slung inside

tjTTu ''^^f'^',^^^
tte Indian country was yet ^to see.

fond n A
^^^'^ ^^!?° P^"^- ^^^ ^^g«»« ^««t'^"'"ed muchfood a good supply of ammunition, and a scanty om.inment

of the comforts of hfe. In one of them were three wooden

trZr '^""Y
^^' ^^^""1' ^^''- P^"«' ^"d little Mi.s Prue

herself, laughing!, proud at being allowed to dangle alon. thedew-wet grass the heavy coil of a black snake whip '
i -nen shouted suddenly, the horses leaned to thoir col-ars, .ne wagons creaked, and the swaying procession be-an to

whT.
1"^'

.T^ ^^r'-^'\' l""
'^' "^^^ that steamed g'oTdenwhite from the surface of the prairie

^J^r'/rr *^f
^^'^ ""^ t^® *"^^°' ^^^ ^ore wagons silentlydetached themselves, and followed in the wake of the first

^
This second caravan differed from the other in that it' de-ployed no outriders, and from the close drawn canvas of itswagoris came, once m a while, the sharp cry of a child followed

IZthf:^'^ ''/
^^"'°^J"°"

'' ^ ^«--- The Ln drovefrom the seats, and across the lap of each was a weapon.

..n Ta ""^'' °^*^' *^^ ^"t ^^^^^ai^ halted until thesecond drew nearer. Billy Knapp cantered back to it. Oneof the men in the foremost wagon thereupon clamped thebrake and juniped to the ground, where he stood, leaning on
th^e muzzle of his big mountaineer's rifle, chewing a nonchalant

ThT^'!''
tj;!?,^ r.^J.'^^'^^^^d Billy, reining in his horse.Ihe aan shifted his quid

a-gob' loo
" ''" ^" ^'"^'^'^' " ^""''P' t^^t '^^' y-^' outfit's

Billy's eyes snapped.

;;
We settled all thet afore," said he with outward calm.

«'

This yareou fit s a-gom' too," reiterated the man.Ihe heU It is
! cried the scout angrily. " We all a-iM -o
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