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l>y on«' of the railway roinpanies. Tin- j,'nuliial i-xliaiistion of the more readil
ncressihie material uas led to the nhaiidoninent of the colliery by llii.s compan
and to the repiacemenl of local fuel, both on tlie railway and for steam
rai-irij? purposes generally, by coal imjmrted from the Henjjal fields. The us
of tJie coal mined al Dandot and at the smaller collieries of Pi«lh and Chittidan^
in the sanu' neighbourhood, i.s now confined chiefly to brick and lime-burning
Owinj; to the variable nature of thesianis, it is impossible to make any estimat
of the amount of coal available in this part of the Salt range, but the tola
amount is probably small. It was thought that the seams might extend fa
to the north l)eneath the jilateaux of the central jiart of the range, but boring
recently put down on one of these plateaux afforded no justification for such i

belief.

Farther westward, at Isa Khel on the right bank of the Indus, a sean
'i\ feet thick has been pn/- d over an area of | scpiare miles, the amount of coa
available being H million tons.

Rajputana

The only coal mine in Rajputana is that of Palana in Bikanir, where well
sinking operations some years ago resulted in the discovery of a band of lignit(
in Tertiary sandstone, at a depth of a little over 200 feet below the surface
The follf wing figures have been supplied to me by Mr. Jervis:
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Palana 1 20 ft. [ 1 sq. m. Dl 1,250,000

COAL IX COUxNTRIES ADJACENT TO INDIA

Afghanistan

Coal occurs in considerable quantity in the neighbourhood of Chahil and
Shisha Alang in Afghan Turkistan. Numerous outcrops have been recorded
over a large area, but no exploratory work whatever has been done. So far as
is known, the quality of the coal is good, and certain seams are said to be over
ten feet thick, but nothing mmi' is known about them.

Tibet

From a geological point of view Tibet is still, to a large extent, a sealed
book, but no coal is known in such parts as have been visited; did any occur in
the country, it is highly probable that one or other of the many travellers would
have heard of it.


