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1 1 >When I first registered at Dal, I remember a friend asking me 
somewhat naively, “Who owns Dahousie, anyway? Is it one ^ 
person, or what?"

The idea of somebody “owning" Dal may be naive, but the ; 
question of who's controlling Dal is anything but. Conven- i 
tional wisdom previously said the Board of Governors had a 
jealous hold on the power bank. But our Administration is tak- i\ 
ing a lot on themselves, lately. Perhaps too much.

The decision which President MacKay made solo to impose I 
a quota on foreign students is a fairly major case in point, jj 
Without consulting the Board of Governors (or even the f 
BOG's executive), MacKay made a decision which resulted in j 
many foreign students getting the go-ahead to register at Dal | 
and planning their next year around Dal when in fact they J 
weren’t going to be accepted, or even considered. If they had 
arrived to register past the date when the invisible quota line y 
had been passed, no matter their merits, they weren’t suitable / 
for Dalhousie. /

Such an important policy decision as limiting our University / 
and more to Canadians-only should have been the topic j j
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of months of discussion amongst Dal's higher bodies, such as 
the Senate or the Board of Governors. It's a break in Dalhous- jj 
ie's quota-free recent past and a real indictment of where this 
place is headed in the future. That the decision was made by 
one man, and in effect for nearly a month before it was unco
vered at a Senate meeting, says something about the willing
ness of our administration and the President to make deci-
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sions public.
As for the issue of foreign student quotas itself, there are f 

many ways to look at the matter. You can say that Canadians 4 
are being crowded out of our own Universities. But they aren't |
- enrollment by Nova Scotian citizens is way up over last year, j 

You can say the Foreign students are all rich or j 
government-subsidized anyway and come here to get a good, 1 
cheap education that’s not available in their home countries 1 
(their own fault). But there are also students who scrimped f 
and saved every bit as much as we did (often times more) to 
get here, and not-so-isolated cases where Third world stu- • 
dents are only able to come due to the assistance of many 
relatives. I know of one student whose entire community j 

saved up the money for him to attend Dal - so as to enable 
person from amongst themselves to have a chance at 

moving up in the world. Those people don't fit many people’s j 
conventional stereotype of what a "foreign student" is.

Neither do Americans, Britishers, and other English- I 
speaking people. They make up a good portion of the number I 
of “foreign" students at Dal, but aren’t as readily spotted as j 
someone with a different speech pattern. When President 1 
MacKay speaks about the language problem with some for- 1 
eign students, it becomes a bit more obvious who the really |
unwanted foreign students are - those from different cultures. |___
And anyway, even the American and English foreign students , £ 
aren’t in rosy positions. Maggie Thatcher has done her best to 
destroy the English University system, and we all know what 
tuition is like down South of the border.

So why are we punishing these people? Then again, why 
are we punishing students of any kind?
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