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Watkins gets supportWe need 
Canadianization Teach-in leans left

by Glenn Wanamaker
“The problem we face today,” said Laurier Lapierre, “is not that 

of Americanization but of Canadianization”.
Lapierre, history professor, journalist and ex-director of McGill 

University’s French Canada Studies Program, addressed the first 
session of the Americanization conference held last weekend on the 
subject of the Americanization of the Canadian Universities and 
Culture.

Lapierre sees the problem in terms of lack of understanding 
within Canada and not as a result of American influence on 
Canadian universities and culture.

“The crisis is the crise d'appartenance," he said, “in the sense of 
what one’s community life is and in the self-definition of one’s 
traditions, hopes, and work — and the need to have that reflected in 
one’s institutions.”

“The failure of the Canadian educational system is due to the fact 
that we have not been able to bridge the tremendous chasm of 
ignorance we have about each other,” he stated.

In specific reference to American influence, Lapierre prefers 
Canadian professors to Americans, particularly in the social 
sciences and humanities. Invariably when discussing political 
systems and social problems, Americans use American examples.

“Last year at McGill in a sociology class of 800 students writing a 
major essay, only ten chose to write about a particular Canadian 
problem and of that ten, only four wrote about their Quebec en­
vironment. It is in that light that we have to pursue a policy of 
Canadianization.”

In explaining the system of alienation which has taken place in 
Quebec, Lapierre includes the changes that have evolved, par­
ticularly since 1960, in fields of education and culture. It wasn’t 
until the beginning of the Quiet Revolution that the Québécois 
discovered that their educational and cultural systems did not 
function beyond a folkloric one, because it had become highly 
bourgeoisized and centralized by a very few, namely the Roman 
Catholic Church.

He said that “les canadiens français” were given three choices: 
submit to assimilation, disregard the importance of the masses of 
people who controlled them, or combat the yoke of English Canada.

Since assimilation had already made inroads ( they were forced 
to speak English in their work), the decision to combat it was 
made.

"Le point de Mason," says Lapierre, “is to the degree that we can 
unify ourselves positively, not in a uniformity type of unity, but in a 
unity of what life is all about, whereby we can live a deux."

Thus, it is not a question of Americanization but of 
Canadianization, concluded Lapierre. “It is the people themselves 
who should determine for themselves what it is their life is going to 
be.”
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done too badly, he said.“If the people of Quebec have done nothing else, and I don’t say 
that they have not, at least they can demonstrate to you that until, 
and unless, you are masters of your own destiny, of your own life 
styles, and of your own options, tragedy, alienation, and perhaps 
death is all that will come at the end.”
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Rejecting the present model of

An independent socialist CanadaWanted
professors mostly concerned with develop­
ments going on outside Canada.

We can see this influence in our cultural life

Melville Watkins is the chief spokesman for 
the “Waffle Group” of the N.D.P. and is the 
author of the WATKINS MANIFESTO on the 
extent of foreign domination of the Canadian 
economy. Watkins spoke this weekend at the 
“Americanization of Canada’’ conference at 
Dalhousie, and was interviewed by Gazette 
reporter, Don MacLennan.

which is intimately related to the importance 
of advertising. We see the spillover effects of 
American advertising, virtually putting 
Canadian magazines out of business. We also 
see the increasing commercialization of 
Canadian television. So once the economy gets 
to be taken over by private interests, 

GAZETTE — One can generally perceive especially foreign private interests, this does 
the American influence in our economy. What in fact pervade every aspect of our lives, 
is the nature of the American influence in our 
other social structures, and to what degree do
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If we maintain that theGAZETTE
S you see this? foreign domination of our economy and

WATKINS — It is very clear that it has culture is a fact, through what political 
permeated the economy, the statistics on structures do you think we could fight for a 
foreign ownership in general and American Canadian identity? It is obvious that the 
ownership in particular are very high. It is present government is not doing much to 
also very clear that what happens to the convey the need for a Canadian identity.

WA TKINS — The issue is not so much one of« economy, who owns it and controls it, is very 
basic to all other aspects of our lives. If you political structures, as one of political 
get the kind of branch plant economy we have processes. One of the most thoroughly 
in Canada, it is not surprising that we have Americanized and emasulated sectors of our 
branch plant unions, international unions, and economy is that of business, and the govern- 
branch plant universities apeing foreign ments are closely allied with it. 
models, especially American models with (continued on page 8)
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