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By FHE MUSIC EDITOR

THE people who think one symphony

beats another by the same or any
otlher composer, may not be so numer-
ous, but they are quite as convinced in
their opinions as those who argue about
the comparative merits of baseball
teams. And there dis no composer of
symphonies so likely to be argued about
on this score as Tchaikovski (you can
spell the name as many ways as Shake-
speare).

Connoisseurs have argued about the
Sixth and the Fifth of this composer’s
symphonies. They Lave never settled it
whether the melodies of the Xifth are
not as compelling as those of the Sixth
or Pathetque. Not until recently has
there been so much argument about the
Fourth; and nobody seems to know any-
thing about the Third, Second and First.
Ignace Tchaikovski evidently began at
the Fourth,

However, the programmeur of the To-
ronto Symphony Orchestra—whom one
recognizes as Leo Smith, Mus. Doc., one
of the principal ’cellists in the orchestra
—has some argument that in some re-
spects the Fourth is as good as the
Sixth. With this we cannot agree. But
we are bound to say that so far as
playing the piece is concerned the band
at its concert last week did their best
to prove the case. They have now played
all three. This is their second attack
upon the Fourth. It was probably the
best symphonic playing they ever did.

In the first three movements there is
little that does not prove the Fourth to
be a really if mnot profoundly great
symphony.  The third movement, the
scherzo, played with picked. strings, has
somehow the character of the bizarre;
and can scarcely be taken to represent
very much in the eternal struggle of the
soul against Fate that seems to be the
subject motif of most symphonists, if
we are to judge by the analytical notes.
One might almost think that a sym-
phony could be composed without any
such programmatic background; that it
was in the beginning very much absolute
music, and that later composers and
annotators have read into it the emo-
tional intention.

And when we are calmly told that
after the varied vicissitudes of emotion
experienced by the Soul, it comes to a
sort of heyday conclusion that all’s well
with the world, and proceeds to demon-
strate the fact by a fantasia movement
based upon a folk holiday, it looks like
carrying the soul into the borderland
of the burlesque. I don’t believe
Tehaikovski "ever credited the soul he
was writing about—if any—with the
hilarity expressed in the last movement
of the Fourth Symphony; unless it was
the soul of a man much possessed by a
passion composed of degeneracy and
what is commonly called booze. In the
bang and go and the hulabaloo. of this
really fine musical movement there is
much of the suggestion of the Carnaval
Romaine. It is not absolute music. It
is subject music, by some called “pro-
gramme.” It is purely descriptive; as
much s6 as any fantasia; and it must
be judged as such. It has no profound
musical message. It does not deal
subtly and poignantly with the prob-
lems of life. It simply more or less
splendidly describes the tumult and the
perhaps dignified hulabaloo of a big
Roman holiday. °

With these exceptions the Fourth may
be put on the list of great symphonies;
and the interpretatlon given to it by
the Toronto Symphony Orchestra was
good enough to give even the most criti-
cal ear an adequate notion of its real
contents, whatever may be said of the

i intention. 3
“lt{w’}f: tﬁther pieces on the programme
were donme with great skill and ~much
fine taste; all of them much lighter
works, but all highly enjoyable items in
a programme most excellently built up.
And Mr., Welsman must claim much
credit as a builder of good discreeb pro-
grammes. He never tires his audience
with givingth them more than the;r

), -
m?ﬁl}?g;s t;v::e was Madame Alma Gluck,
who made a series of d‘ehghtful. im-

ressions upon & Very large audiemce,
gy her singing and her personal pres-

Which was the more a,dml;ed_ it
Ha ificult to say. Her singing
might be difficu ) lities £h
has most of the agreeable qualities that

go with the bel canto voice. It has lit-
tle or none of the elements that make
success in opera. She sang absolutely
without passion. Her voice was as
serenely smooth as a flute or a clario-
net.  She seldom attained any great
heights; once pérhaps B flat. Her col-
oratura work was excellent, but not de-
liriously brilliant. Her enunciation was
perfect. Her phrasing was good. She
never sang off key or afflicted the
audience with a tremolo. She was sin-
cere and lucid and always interesting.
But it was a studio voice. For the most
part it would be incapable of any great
passionate part in an opera or a music
drama.

And it must be admitted that Mdme.
Gluck owes much of the fine impression
that she created to her splendid physical
charm and dulcet agreeableness of man-
ner. She smiled a great deal. Some-
times she smiled a little too much. She
enjoyed smiling. She seemed conscious
that she was a fine-looking creature;
and, by Jove! it wasn’t only the gentle-
men in the audience that thought so.
But she never once sang anything or
did anything so much as bordering on
the suggestive. Her work was finely
clean and pure, and tor the most part
absolutely sincere. Mdme. Gluck is a
woman who, though young in experience,
has travelled far along the road to a
permanent place in popularity by right
methods. For this quite apart from her
art she deserves much credit.

But the same art delivered, if possi-
ble, by a homely woman—does any one
think it would be the cause of heaped-
up adjectives from the admiring critics?

Sir Richard McBride

(Concluded from page 7.)
land for the development of our re-
sources. We should be prepared to give
invested capital the protection to which
it is entitled.

“We feel certain that when the Prime
Minister’s statement is presented to the
House, it will command the support of
every right-thinking Canadian from the
Atlantic to the Pacific.

“This question should be kept out of
party polities as much as possible.”

Sir Richard also eulogized the pros-
pects of the Panama Canal as a possible
wheat highway from Western Canada.
He referred to the Western wheat move-
ment that must take place when the two
new transcontinentals are completed to
the Pacific. He spoke of the friendly re-
lations between Western Canada and the
United States, since the defeat of reci-
procity. He praised the Duke of Con-
naught and intimated that the Asiatic
problem is one that should be dealt with
at once. In which connection he said:

“The people of Eastern Canada who
are not obliged to meet the competition
of the Asiatics can scarcely realize how
vital this issue is to our people.”

And after all is said and done—what
other Provincial Premier could possibly
put over to the people of all Canada,
speaking in the Capital of Canada,
such an authoritative and national mes-
sage as this of the Hon. Sir Richard Me-
Bride ?

Championship Football

ALL three central Canada football

leagues have decided their cham-
pionships.: The three winners are Alerts
of Hamilton, MeGill University and Ar-
gonauvts of Toronto. The latter two meet
on Saturday of this week, and the win-
ner then plays the Alerts for the cham-
pionship of Central Canada. Regina are
champions of the West, but there will be
no meeting between eastern and western
Canada.

Intercollegiate,

: Won. Lost.
Aol Sebedl sy 4 1
PR e e Rty
S e R 0 4

: Iaterprovincial,
Argonmutal o oo T 1
Ottawa Z 2
T S o e S 3 3
Montragl 0o SRR 0 6

O.RFU
Blewlecs e 4 0
e RSN R e 1 2
d o A S
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How About Your Freight?

Before Shipping Your Next
Consignment to the West
Investigate the Possibilities

of the
Canadian Northern Railway’s

Fast Freight Service
“It Will Please You”

From Points in Eastern Canada to principal

points in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta

Including :

Winnipeg Saskatoon Edmonten Hartney
Brandon Neepawa Gladstone Morris
Carman Russell Strathcona Prince Albert
Virden Portage la Prairie Carberry Canora
Camrose Stettler Carlyle Maryfield
Rapid City Emerson Regina Fairlight

For Freight Rates and General Information apply to

P. MOONEY, GEO. R. FAIRHEAD, F. A. SHAW,

District Freight Agent,
HALIFAX, N.S. HAMILTON, Ont. MONTREAL, Que.

F. A. YOUNG, GUY TOMBS, GEO. STEPHENS,
Division Freight Agent, General Freight Agent, General Freight Agent

General Freight Agent, District Freight Agent,

TORONTO, Ont. MONTREAL, Que. WINNIPEG, Man.
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A Bond For Christmas

Why not a Bond for Christmas? It is the one suitable gift
which will increase in value and be a constant, praetical re-
minder of the giver.

e

Why not a Bond for the Baby? Tre interest will help fill
the little bank and the principal will become due when wants
are increasing.
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Why not a Bond for the older child? The principal might be
just the sum needed to make sure a college career.

Why not a Bond for any member of thé family? Interest
would appreciably increase the “pin money” fund and the Bond
would be practically “ready cash” at any time,

We should be glad to give particulars regarding
Bonds in denominations from $100 up and also
of our Periodical Payment Plan.

DOMINION BOND
COMPANY, ILLIMITED

DOMINION BOND BUILDING
TORONTO
VANCOUVER

DOMINION EXPRESS BUILDING
MONTREAL
LONDON, ENG.
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IN ANSWERING ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE MENTION ‘‘THE CANADIAN ‘COURIER,.’’




