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A Week's Music
By THE MUSIC EDITOR

T Epeople who think one synphony

Otlier composer, may flot lie so mler-
ous,' but they are quite as convinced ini
their opinions as those who argue about
the comparative merits of basebal
teams. And there ais no composer of
symphonies so likely to be argued about
on this score as Tehaikovski (you can
speil the naine as many ways as Shake-
speare).

Connoisseurs have argued about the
Sixth and the Fifth of this composer's
symphonies. They ha 've neyer settled it
whether the melodies of the 1?ifth are
flot as com-pelling as those of the Sixth
or Pathetque. Not until recently lias
there been so mucli argument about the
Fourth; and nobody seems to know any-
thing about the Third, Second and Firi3t.
Ignace Tçbs.ikovski evidentîy began at
the Fourth.

However, the programmneur of the To-
ronto Symphony Orchestra-whom one
recognizes as Leo Smith, Mus. Doc., one.
of the principal 'cellists in the orchestra
-has some argument that in some re-
spects the Fourth is as good as the
Sixth. With tbis we cannot agree. But
we are bound to say that s0 far as
playing the piece is concerned the band
at its concert last week did their be3t
to prove the case. They have now playedl
ail tliree. This is their second attack
upon the Fourth. It was probably the
best symphonic playing they ever did.

In tihe first three movements there la
littie that does not prove te Fourth to
be a really if not profoundly great
symphony. The third movement, the
scherzo, played with picked, strings, has
someéhow the character of the bizarre;
and cau scarcely be taken to represent
very mucli in the eternal struggle of the
soul against Fate that seems to be the
subject motif of Mnost symphoniets, if
we are to judge by the analytical notes.
One mighit almost think that a sym-
piïony could be composed without any
suich programinatie background; that it
was lu the beginning very much absolute
miusie, and that later composers and
annotators have read into i- the emo-
tional intention.

Aud when we are calmly told that
after the varied vicissitudes of emnotion
eiperienced by the Seul, it cornes to a
sort of heyday conclusion that a.l1's well
with the world, and proceeds to demon-
strate the faet by s. fantasia moyemnent
based upon a fol holiday, it looks like
carryiug the soul iiit the borderland
of the burlesque. 1 doin't believe
1'ýhakovski ever credited the soul ie
was ivriting aibout-if any-with the
hilarity expressed ln tile last movemnet
of the Fourth Symphony; unless it was.
the soiil of a man much possessed <Wy a

go with the bel canto voice. It lias lit-
tle or none of the efements that make
success in opera. She sang absolutely
witliout passion. H-er voice was as
serenely smooth as a flute or a clarlo-
net. She seldom attained any great
hieiglits; once peliaps B flat. Mer col-
oratura work was excellent, but not de-
lirîously brilliant. fier enunciation was
perfect. Mer plirasing was gooa. She
neyer sang off key or afflicted. the
audience with a tremolo. She was sin-
cere and lucid and always interesting.
But it was a studio voice. For the most
part itA would be incapable of any great
passionate part in an opera or a -music
drama.

And it must be admitted that Mdme.
Gluck owes mucli of the fine impression
that shle created te bier splendid physical
cliarm and dulcet agreeableness of man-
ner. She smiled a great deal. Some-
times she smiled a littie too mucli. She
enjoyed smiling. She seemed conscious
that s-le was a fiue-looking creature;
and, by Jove! it wasn't only the gentle-
men lu the audience that thouglit 80.
But she neyer once sang anything or
did anlything so mucli as bordering on
the suggestive. Mer work was flnely
clean and pure, and for the inost part
absolutely 'sîncere. Mdmne. Gluck is a
wonian wlio, though young lu experience,
bas travelled far along, the road to a
permanent place in popularity by riglit
methods. For this quite apart fiom lier
art she deserves mucli credit.

'But the same art delivered, if possi-
ble, by a homely woman-does any one
think: it would be the cause of heaped-
up adjectives from. the admiring-critics?

Sir Richard McBride
(Concluded froua page 7.)

land for the development of ur re-
sources. We sliould be prepared to give
invested capital the protection to whicli
it is entitled.

"Wýe feel certain that when the Primie
Minister's statemient is presented to the
flouse, it wiIl cominand the support of
every right-thinking Canadian from the
Atlantic ta the Pacifie.

"This question should bit kept ont of
party polities as much as possible."

Sir Richard also eulogized the pros-
pects of the Panama Canal as a possible
wbeat highway from Western Canada.
fie referred to the Western wheat move-
ment that must take place wvhen the two
new traniscontinentals are completed tu
the Pacifie, fie spoke of the friendly re-
lations between Western Canada and tte
United States, since thje defeat of reui-
procity. fie praised the Duke of Coul-
nught and intimated that the iah
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