
Forest of the Oxford Ho use District, Y.TV.T.

wvay tlîroughli iie-killed tiîuber. b ires
are driven witlî sui fliry in this
country that ev en the ri\'Ers are in-
suffiejent to stol) tliern. il fire whleh
oecurred thrcc or foinr years aga
bnrped 1>otlî sides of the i1uite w'ide
Fox river. I1peated fires <estrov
ail seed-trees. ail s.eed and muchel or
ail of the rieli uipper layers of soil
and render if iflpOs, 110e for anothier
valuable foresi. Io st ait vaturally.
exeepf affer a long perio(1 of time.
lUr. Blaekford observed thiat tliis
baild been the case over large arcas
in the Oxford Iloulse distriet. thalt
the wlîole country Lad been fire-
swept many finies, eliîefly w iîthin re-
cent years, thiat flie sal had been imi-
poverishied. tuiai wlierc there had
been valiiale stands of spruece ard
tamarack there wvas now nothing buit
willow, poplar. bîreli ar(l scatlcre(l
small sprue. \Mlere lires Laid becu
cxceptîonally fierce or fretpuent. thie
country was liiirncd ta pirairie. Tamn-
araek specis not ta be caîning inl
affer ires, but wicr ires bave not
been frequent tliere is gcod riattuval
repîroduction of spuîîec acd jack pie
the jack pirie iisually cccîîrring an
the ridges.

On several extensive trips Mr.
Blackhford neyer saw the limîit ot the
burncd arca. b ires bave evidenfly
l)eeiI nue hi more frequent in the
country tribiary ta the routes fol-
lawed by the York boats tlîan cisc-
where.

The mnskegs e-arry lire and have
neariy ail heen hUrned aver.

During the sumnrer M\r.liak
ford fournd no comnmercial tiiier of
any quiantity, luit he stafes fliaf cx-
eept for fire, flic whoic country
wouid be covered with tiinber two
or Ilîrce feet in diainefer.

Around Knee lake, ,along Loaf
river, aroni'd Nest lake, Mossy lake
and God's lakce,, there is fimber five
fo six iuches iu diameter-spriie.
tamarack, poplar and baisam lir. On,
fthe isiands'in tlîcse lakes timber is
fwoýÔto three feet in diameter. '

ArôùundOxtord lae tlwflnher is
ail cf very Îececnt growtlî.

On thei sliore of M linniîik lake,
whlerc if lias been naturally protecf-
c(l froin fic, is aliauf fwo huundred
aeres of the bcst fiînbcr in the
Counîtry.

Oune sînail grove cf tiiîbcr ucar
Rat lake eontaincd spruicc trees
f h ir viviglît juchies ini diaîîîetcr and
eigly feet high. There w ere liere
320 trees per aere over seven iuches
in dianioe i. and 844 trees over four
inches in diaineter. On a jack pîne
ridge there weî e 775' trees pev acre
aver five inclies in diauîefer. Thiese,
small patciies arc fypical of wliat
ih liwhlole country wvould be if if,
luid rot hicen bîîrned.

On flie shîore cf Minnilîik lake
there is a slvip cf fiîîîber five milles,
long andi fliree <uarfers cf a mile
wiîdc, eontaining frees fraîî ciglif fa
twecnfy niches in diaîii cir, an(I
alicuf severnty fi ve feed h ighi.

Foar twffîi iii ile, v i rt h asf trom
Oxford h bulse fii rc is a st rip.cf I iun-
lier, inosfiy spiwec w itîtsnehc
imac aniu vevy I itile faiiia raeliç and
lialsa ii fiv. avera ging fuota eighf to
feu inehes iii (lÎiii ieti c. Ailong flic
I)ccr rivrer thîcre ias been gaa(1 t iîîu
her, huit it is111 lliirîd Arouîd.
I)cer lake tlicvc is a belt cf sc,,ruhby
sprlie fw'cniy five iles widc.

If lias hein icpiesciul d îuy t ravel-
lers icI lowving Fax river tlii itli
river tlowc(1 thirouglu tunluer. Mr.
Biaekford foiud only a very ruari'ox
fringe cf frees alo)g flic shoares; be
hiiid fhiese flic country lias ail been
birried. Thle Inianms n car Fox river
say fiat as far as i ley have fraveiled
in any direcition flic eauntry is al
biurned. Befween Oxford Ilanse
and Norway flouse flic fimber is
larger flian any ncar or nortlî of Ox-
ford Iloutse. 1,Vnfortiinafely the best
cf if bas been lnîrned. Tuere i
inuiel popiar aiang the wafcrways..

Mr. Black-fard attended flic conu--
cil, nictigs of flic Indians at God's
lake ardOxford Ilois.e. Ile explain-
cd fuaf flic governînt wasscnd.in.g,
ont: men to proteet the foresf frpm.
fi re.,, aA d th af it was -fo th e Îinter,esf.
of the .In 1dians f. o p reven 1t and ex-


