hood) perish, - or rather rot in numbers by consumption . while, as regards théir women, it is impossible for any

~ accurate observer to refrain from_remarking, that civilization; .in spite of the pure, -honest and untremitting
zeal of our Missionaries, by some accarsed process, has blanched their bubie’s faces, in short, vur philanthro-
pys like our friendship, hus failed iu its prolessions. . Producing deaths by consumption, it ‘has more than deci- .
mated its-followers, and under the pretence of erudiciting from the female heart the ervors of a Pugan'screed ;

- it bas implanted in thir stead the germs of christian guilt. -

. What is the reason: of il this %— why the simple virtues of the Red Aborigines of America should, un- -
(der all circumstances, fade before the vices and cruelty of the old world, is a'problcm which no one among usis.
counpetent to solve— the dispensation is as mysteriousas its object is inscrutable | have merely mentioned the facts

- hecause [ fee] that before the subject, of the Indians in. Upper Canada cau be fairly considered, it is necessary

" - to relute the ilea which so generally exists in England, about the success which lias uttended the christianizing -

" and civilizing of the Indians.  Whereas, 1 firmly believe' every person of sound mind in this country who is -
. disinterested in their-conversion, and who is acquainted with the Indian character willagree. © © = . .~

st That anattempt to-make Farmers of the Red men has-been, generally ipenking, a complete” -
© failure, _ S e T S e R T

.. 2d; That congregating them- for the purpase of civilization has implanted many more vices than i hn'.
. cradicated, and, consequently, . e L e e T

b

3d. That the greatest kindness we can perform towards these intelligen, sinplc minded. people, is to

* " remove and. fQ’itify them as much as posatble {rom all communication with the Whites. .
o " “Having concluded the few _,;r:@pm!ory ol_rs;'crvittibns'-l"v_vasl'désirbug'to makc,vlbw'ill now: proceed to staxé-. .
" what niegociations ‘[ have alrendy entered inta with the Indians, and what is my hurnble opinion of the course -
*"we: should adopt, as régards their Presents, and the expenses of the Indian Department. ol

At the Great Manitoulin Island in Lake Huron, where I found ahout 1500 Indians of various tribes.

) . assembled for their Presents, the Clﬁppew‘ns:andﬁ'thi: Ottawas ata General Council held expressly for the pur-
" pose, made;over to’ me. 23,000 Islands. ‘The Saugeen Indians also voluntarily surrendered to’ me a million .

~and a balt of acres of the very richest land in' Upper Canada. . For the details attending these surrenders; “see
. ~my Despatch to your Lordship, No. 70 ~ T _ LT
" On proceeding to Amberstburgh, I assenibled the Hurons, who occupy in that neighborhood a hunt-
* " ing ground of rich' land, of ‘six miles square, two-thirds of which they surrendered to me, on condition that one
of the the said two-thirds should be sold and the proceeds thereof investec for their benefit. ’ :

... . The Moravian Ind\iahs?wilh whom I- had also ah.intcrvigﬁ,. have hkemseagreed for an annuity ol" :
" £150; to surrender to mc. about six miles square of black rich land, situated oh the banks of the Thames
" Ineed hardly observe thiat T have thus obtained for Her Majesty's Government from the Indians an- =~ -
immensc portion of most valuable land whieh wilt undoubtedly, produce at nio remote period, more than saf-

. ficient to defray the whole of the expenses of the Indians and the Indian Department in this Province. .

" Onthe. other hand, as regards their interests, my Despatch No. 70, will explain the arguments 1 uséd
- in advising them to retire and fall back 'ugon ‘the Manitoulin and other Islands in Lake Huron, the locality being:
admirably adapted for supporting them, but not for White ‘men, - 86ll'it may appear that the arrangement was-

.. not advantageous to the Indians, because it was of such benefit to.us ; butit must always be kept in mind that .-
however useful rich land may be to us, yet its ouly valué to-an Indian consists in the game it contains—he isin -

- fact Lord of the Manor, but it is against-his nature to cultivate the soil—he has neither right nor power to sell

it. - As soon therefore.as his game is frightened away, or its influx or immigration cut off by the surrounding . )

settlements of the Whites, his land, owever rich it may be, becomes a “ rudis indigestaque moles™ of Jittle value . -

- or importance, and in this state’ much of the Indian property in Upper Canada :gt’prc’senf exists.. .

. For instaince, I found sixteen or eighteen families of Moravian Indians Jiving on a vast' tract of rich ~

Jard, yet from absence of é:xme, almost destitute of every thing—several of the men drunk —nearly all their - - S
-k

children half castes—the high road through their Territory alrost impassable— the white population exeerating -

- their indolence, and entreating to-be relieved from the stagnation ol a block of richland, which separated them -

_from their markets, as completely. as ifithad beenadesert. .~ - - ¢ 0 L0 e
- The above picture (which is'a very common one) will, I think, sufficiently show that, howeser desir- .

wus one. may be to proteet the Indians, and 1 hope na one fecls more deeply for them than mysell, ve! practical-

" . y speaking, the greatest kinduess we can do them i, to induce them, as | have done, to retreat before what

hev imay justly term the accursed process of civilization ;- for, as 'have stated, theinstant they are surrounded :

' v the white population, * the age of their chivalry hos: fled” . "0 A
" . " The Licutenant Governor of the Provisice may: protect them from open violenice, but neither he nor ‘any.

her anthority on earth efn prevent the cqnibin’a;ioxi of petty. vices whigh, asl ‘hagr_;_ :aandy explained, are. as S

" talintheir operation as the boyomﬁiﬁe]f#f L S - T -
oo iQ 'imﬁossi‘bi'e»to-te#ch tbé.lndiaﬁ to bcgvﬁfetof the white m;an;;;"fqr: i:t'sée'r‘mto bcthemsunct of bis np- -
~ - tored nature to Jook upon him as bis.friend ; in short, his simplicity is his ruin ; and though’ he. can entrap .

* 1d conquér every wild beast i his forest, vet ’mv’n‘mbly he becomes himself the prey of his white brother.— -




