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being to ascend—who suddenly appeared to the astonished General just on
the mountain summit, and the next instant in possession of the redoubt, put-
ting its defenders to the sword. The gallant spirit of Brock, ill brooking to
be thus foiled, with a courage deserving a better fate, hastily collected the
weak 49th company and a few militia; debouching from a stone building at
the mountain’s brow, with these little bands, he spirited]y strove to regain his
lost position, but in which daring attempt he was killed by a rifle ball enter-
ing under the left breast, passing out by the right shoulder. Capt. Williams
by taking a wider range, made a second effort, but as the result proved with
too inadequate a force, the A.D.C. (McDonell), being mortally wounded and
Capt. Williams’ head partially scalped by a rifle ball. 7
These circumstances convihced me General Sheaffe would be more cir-
cumspect than attack without a concentration of every disposable man.
Under such impressions, after first despatching Lieutenant MclIntyre, sist
Regiment, with about 140 men of his regiment and militia, and afterwards
Wm. Martin with every regular soldier and a few active militia from Fort
George, I}%{stened to forward, at all hazards, the most active of the men from
the many posts on the line of communication. On starting those from
Young's Battery, the enemy, as though by signal, re-opened his cannonade
from Fort Niagara on Fort George and the town. However mortified by
this unlooked-for occurrence, prudence required that whilst sending our
whole effective force to Queenstown, Fort George and its dependencies should
not be neglected, for what with the aliens and prisoners in the Block House,
with those set at liberty by firing the gaol, their number was little short of
300, with but a few raw militia left for their security, or.that of the fort or
town. I was, therefore, left no alternative but to gallop bdck and ascertain
the enemy’s power for further mischief. Well it was that I did so, for on
reaching the gate of Fort George, I met a crowd of the militia with conster-
nation in their countenances, exclaiming the magazine was on fire. Knowing
“it to contain 800 barrels of powder, with vent side-walls, not an instant was
to be lost. Captain Vigoreux: of the Engineers, therefore, at my suggestion,
was promptly on its roof, which movement was with alacrity followed by the
. requisite number of volunteers, when by the tin being stripped off the blazing
wood was extinguished. Thus was confidence reassured. The enemy, taking
‘advantage of a bend in the river, had brought a battery with hot shot to enfi-
lade the barracks, magazine and King’s stores, and despite all our efforts to
dislodge him he had effectively consumed the store-houses with all the lower
buildings, and repeatedly set on fire the barracks and magazine. Our success
was perfect ; the enemy’s fire being again silenced and' the necessary precau-
tions taken to avert future disaster, I made amother effort to reach Queens-
town, when I met Captain Chambers, 41st Regiment, with the glad tidings
that General Sheaffe, by a spirited and judicious movement away to his right,
and crossing the vale high up with his collected forces, had approached—as
to ground—his enemy on more favourable terms, and that his operations had
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