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A DIICTIONARY 0F FIYMýNOLO(.GY.e-

In demionstration of the essential unity of the £aith, Chiris-
ti.an hymns are in evidence to-day as neyer before. Their grow-
iiicg influence is usherinig in the conditions for a newv eirenikon,
(liffusing a lieavenly spirit iii worshipful hearta, and miaking vcry
manifest the hallowed bonds wicili bind P.il believers to the
Christ of the Gospels. "«There is somewhiat of Heaven," says
Richiard Baxter, "iii HoIy Poetry: it charieth souls into ]oving
hiarmony and concord."

The great poets have kzindled the souls of mien £rom age to
age. Among the deterrnining forces in hunian life these seers
hat-ve ever divined the emotional and spiritual to be essential, and
have rccognized the warrn pulsations of the lieart rather than
the cold processes of the intellect as central and controlling. 0f
ail the forms of poctie utterance, liowevcr, liyxnns hold an alto-
grether exceptional place of influence in the personal life. They
liave to do with vhat niay be termied the practical aspect of
spiritual life, prayer and praise. It is this practicalncss, this
aimn at direct usefulness to the individual or the churcli, that lias
countcnanced somne disregard of the poetie in sacred verse. With
bis besomn of criticism Dr.Johnson makes a clean swecp of pôetry
from flic doinain of hymnody -« Poetry loses its lustre and its
power, because if; is applied to the decoration of something more
excellent than itseîf. Ail that pious verse can do is to, lilp the
inemory-', and delight, the car, and for thcse purposes it may be
ver,,; useful; but it suppl.ies nothing to tlic mi'nd. The ideas of
Christian Tlieology are too simple for eloquence, too sacred for
liction, and too majestick for ornaient." This criticisîn taken
too litcrally would unstring Isaiahi's harp and liang David's on
the -willows. In so far as the didactic element is dominant in
liymns Jolinson's dictum lias force, but the dictum wholly ignores
thie funetion of feeling to a liard age. The higlier functions of
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