
1118 Fossil Corals,-Lower Siluriai? Rocks of Canada.

Hydra frcrn the mcutlî, NwC Sheul ]lave au approximate iden. of the strule-
Mure ef what is iiproperly called the coral inseet. The bodies of inost of
these consist of two sacks, one within tlie tlier, flic mutitli conimunicating
only with the sniallcr or iijîner sack. 'f'lie space withini, ail rounid. butweeu
flie two st-ks, is divided by a nîunbt.xu of ttiglit par-titions ilichý extend
fren i ithiott iiiwards. As iii the lb ira. there ars no icera. 'l'lie flotA is
capturcd by tlie tentactula, aud draw n mbit the stoniacli tbriuugli flic inouth
passing fit-st into the inncir stic where it is dg4i-td. 'Jlie îîîîdig-Csted por-
tions are tht-n thir>Wn out throlngh Ille inuotîtit, buit ilie liqtntl eutratld( frolin
the food is dischaxged tlîrough aut alîcituru at tht. buttwun( tie ht. utr >aCk
and flows into the space betwvciî thic two, whenlec it. is absurb-d initu the
general structure of tlic animal, as ini the Hlydra.

The îîlcve explains flic kdî 1ýahîures of tlicstiucture of tlcsc Polypi,
whose secretioîîs forin large arcas cf stibniarine rot-k in ni-anv of tlic -wainer
regietîs or f le oean). Tiiose wlîo visli te pursite Ille sulýjeet fiirther. and
ive strongly rccine!id all wh]-o féei aliv iîîtcrst iii fh liondroiîs -works of
the Cr-eator te dIo so, niwst constilt otlier books i'wliere tiiesce matters are
treated of inore iii detail.

The Hlydra. and a niitude of fle otiier Polypi, are entircly scft, and
do net formn coral ; but iu great iîîany oflier gcliiera, iillîin tlic substance of
the enfer wall or sac-k, anîd o~c f flic radfiatincg pairtitions, i-arious stony
elements ai-e secreted, and au internaI biard slicletoii is foricd. As ihe
animal is attaclied te tlic rock, so is ifs Qke]Ctoll, aind as )ivhne ugenceration
dies anietler grows upon ifs ricuins, se Ilie reef imîîst groiv Uiil it reaclies
the surface of tlie w-ater, aîd. tls thcsc obstruîctionîs te tlic navigation se0
commnn m nu of tlie sens airc prctduced.

The crais grow upon tlic bottoni or flic ocean inl a g-cat variety of
fornis. Scîne of f Iteni spi-cad over the rock in au incrîistiuîg layer, cciisistiug
of îuyraids of flie Polypi, coiiuected. togetlîer aud fori-niin a oufim-ons th-.I
sheet ever thle bottoit cveî-ywlere alive ivith tueir mnuîtcfelke ferîn.
Othiei-s sproett upward in flic shape of shirubs or siintil t rees, N'itli stout rouiîd
braniches, ecd fornme(] cf tlicusands of flic Polypi :wliile soine species foi
littie reuiîded hllochs, like flic doine ef a Turkisli Ma1oqiie, anie ii size fri-c
twe or three incItes te tweîîty fcct in diaitîcter. The Pclyps spread ever
fliese witl their cii-des ef teiîtacula, appear likie se iany inidividiual fllwers,
aud tlîey are iicreover se radiat witlî colours, flint, accordiîig te f lieccdescrip-
flons of frav-chers, lie scene npeiî carth. is more beautifull tlîaî euie of these
subunrine gardenis. *

* ilmon- tlîcm, says Professor DMA-, are floxvcrs of ail hues and si7es. The
Jictiýnira znay bc well caflid tie Asters, Carnations, anud Anernonies of the stàbmarine
gai-den; the Tuibiliores and Alytlformn iuerally its pink 1-edz; thec Corgonia:
anti Melitzcos, ai-e its flowcring twigs; the Madlreporcs, its plants andi sîrubbery ;
=zd Astroeas often formn domnes =iid-tlie grave, a dozen feet or more ini diamectur,

ýmbéllishcd vitlî green or piurffle blossoms whîicli stuti thesurfi-ceiikc,,ems; whule
Cher heuinispiieres of Mcaiidritia appear as if cnveloped in a nct-work oU flowCriý-
vineA. -,


