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_soft, pretty and dainty evening
k is made »f $hEPITcent batiste, whigh
B reasonable ~frock. This
comes in:the most beautiful shades
of “pale pink and blue, either of which
would make @ lovely evening frock, from
T airebiy o of Preich or Géfina
- The strapping js of French or C
dlenciennes iniserting, the edging is of

-

enin im0 bONpORSIVS. Evani g Frock.

the same lace. The little bit of full gath-

g’mg showing where the bertha separates

A front is very becoming to the figure.
The skirt is a straight front, with circular
sides and flounce. It takes two pieces of
the inserting and one of the edging to
trim this frock.  The batiste is cut from
under the insertinig; and if a taffeta slip
ib worn, it makes’'a much richer and pret-
tier frock.
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Australian Mails Will Beach London
d4n Fourteen. Days If Scheme is
__Cmicd Qut:-

Tt eompletion of the Siberian Railway
b ptimulated | the Australians to plan a
nseontinental ‘railway. With the
tiod ‘of the Siberian roed, it is con-
‘ ,’"Hﬁ!ﬁ pessen ’4 gers from London
je: landed in Port Darwin in North
' foutteen days.

san be

m
‘m. through the comdtruction of fast
o fot use between Port Arthur and

R ey
rwan. . wo P @ In
direct communication with London, by
way of thé Siberian Railwey.
- The distance from Adelaide to Port Dar-
inn is dbout 2,000 iilés. There is already
tructed & railwey  from Adelaide
ward 888 miles o Oddnadotta and
her from Pdgg‘_n%ulmhm 148
a to Pine -Cresk; 'This ledves a gap
‘P!E wot of pariiament provides for a
d” it of 7500 acres permile to the
ilway company, or for a iotal grant of

! ‘wm acres; . The prejectors be-
lieve the pew rdilway will have as
{ influence in’developing the grazing
darming, districts of North Australia
as’ the condtruction of the Pacific railways
of the United States had in developing
%'m and Rocky Mountain states.

.

ey believe also that if this railway is

5t »d British capitalists will push
fotward the contemplated railway line
from the Mediterranean to Singapore. The
latter is three days nearer Port Darwin
than is Pert Arthur, and it is believed
shgt the British imperialists will be inter-
ested in extending the Burmah and India

b

ilways through Persia and Turkey to the

editerranean, thus making a shorter

bute from London to Australia than the
rans-Siberian route.

: Whether this plan .is carried out or not,
Port Darwin will have the benefit of the
Russian short route to London, and if the
cpntemplated Mediterranean and Singapore
route is completed it will have also_the
geﬁéﬁt of the British short route to Lon-

on.

There was much opposition to the land-
grant system in the
but it was overcome by illustrations of the
benefits that had come from  the system
ih the United States, so that the mnew
thans-continental railway is to be built,
riot only in the interest of the South Paci-
fic trade, but with a view to the develop-
ment of the interior of the continent of
Aunstralia —Chicago Inter-Ocean.

Song--! Drink to the Dead.
T dripk to the dead! Fill the glass brim

gh,
Silent drain it deep—
1 drink to the dead, who lonely He
Sleeping their dreamless sleep.
dilence! By none be the stillness broke
{That rests on the room as a spell;
ﬁm’:l the eoldier lad in his blood-stained

And the maiden who loved so well!
t'dtha.ll the draught be?—the blood-red

ne

That flows from the trampled grape;
But. will that stifie, say, brothers mine,
‘Thoughts that none dare escape?
So0 often in hours of fretfulness

For dlr‘ea.m draught perchance, may

That would lull us into forgetfulness—
. The water from Lethe's stream.

No so! Not so! Let their memory stay
In our hearts, aye fresh and falr;

And we shall see them again one day,
Though years may come thick with care.
For over the waste of the Valley of Death,

And over its darksome river,
The Eath we must tread with our falling

we,

Is bridged by their love forever.
(From “Last Words,” by Captain Horace
Townshend.)

Burned Steel Plant Hed Big Insurance.

New York, Jan. 21—At the offices of the
United States Steel Corporation here, it
was eaid today that the Shelby Steel
Tube Company, a constituent company,
whose stock house at Shelby was destroy-
ed by fire last night, carried an insurance
fund of 1,500,000.
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TRIAL ON SERIOUS CHARGE,

Archibald Gerrard, of Tide Head,
Restigouche County, Faces
a Quebec Ccurts

He is Charged, With Two Other Men from
Cross Polot, P.Q, With Killirg Richard
Mann During a Row on July 27---Able
Counsel on Both Sides.

New Carlisle, Que., Jan. 20--(Special)=
Owing to the sudden illness of Judge De-
billy, the Gerrara murder case is being
tried before Judge Ohoqﬁ\ette, of Quebec,

The crown has added another lawyer
to the case in the person of J. Dunbar,
of Québec.

J. A. Lane, who has so far represented

the family of the deceased, is not here.

The following grand jury have been
sworn: Philip Acteson, merchant; Lan-
seaux Gascone, foreman; Lazarie Arsen-
ault, farmer, Bonaventure; Henry New-
man, farmer, Hopetown; Adhemar Cyr,
farmer, Maria; W. §. Assels, merchant,
New Carlisle; Ronald Billingsley, farmer,
New Carlisle; Fletcher Blois, merchant,
New Carlisle; Duncan Campbell, farmer,
New Richmond; Wm. Campbell, farmer,
New Richmond; John A. Campbell, mer-
chant, New Richmond; John b. Cyr, far-
mer, New Richmond.

The judge’s charge to the jury was a
lengthy and thoughtful one. He addressed
them in French and English. The grand
jury have spent the day in reviewing the
case and the petty jury will not likely be
empanelled until tomorrow afternoon.

The shiretown of Bonaventure county is
today crowded and the hotels cannot ac-
commodate the people who are either sum-
moned as jurors or witnesses in the Ger-
rard-Murray trial, or have come out of
curiosity to see the prisoners and hear the
evidence.

With this renewed interest is called te
mind the circumstances that has placed
these- three young men, Archibald Ger- !

prisoner’s box implicated in the death of
Richard Mann.

On the evening of the 23rd of July last
Richard Mann, aged fifty-two years, cross-
ed the ferry which runs from Campbeliton
(N. B.) to Cross Point, Bonaventure
county, Quebec. He had, according to the
evidence given at the inquest, been drink-
ing. During the voyage he got into a
scufle with an Indian, Louis Michel; they,
were separated. Mann later got into a
row with Archibald Gerrard, and Gerrard

hit him in the face. Arriving at the shore
at Cross Point, Gerrard was driving away
on a track when he and the driver were
approached by the deceased, Richard
Mann, and the Indian, Louis Michel;
Michel pulled Gerrard off the track and

' was struck by the driver; Mann and wer-

rard then got into a row, during which
Gerrard knocked Mann down. :

-William Murray, father of the two
young men implicated, then appeared on
the scene and he and Gerrard got into an
altercation. During this or immediately
after Richard Mann and the Murray boys
were mixed up in a row. -The evidence
on this point given at the inquest is not
quite clear; but Kkichard Mann came to
his death that evening and the doctors’
post. mortem showed immediate cause of
death hemorrhage on base of the brain,
hemorrhage having been produced ' by
blows on the skull. :

As a result of the inquest Gerrard and .
the two Murrays were committed for:|
trial,

That the trial will be an interesting one
is evinced by the presence of six lawyers
all of more than ordinary prominence.

The crown prosecutor is Mr. Blanchett,
of New Carlisle.

J. L. Riopel, of Quebec, and W. A,
Mott, ex-M. P. P., of Campbellton, are
looking after Gerrard’s interests.

Alexander Taschereau, partner of Min-
ister of Justice Fitzpatrick, Premier Par-
ent, of Quebec, and John Hall Kelly, of
New Carlisle, are representing the Mur-
rays.

Twenty-six witnesses are already here
and High Sheriff L. P. LeBell is now driv-
ing about eighty-five miles from Campbell-
ton into the lumber camps after a witness,
He will probably return tomorrow.

The - prisoners, who have been in the
county jail since July, have changed little
in appearance.

Archibald Gerrard is a son of Robert
Gerrard, of Tide Head, four miles from
Campbellton. Some four years ago ‘he
smashed his hand while at work for the !
Corporation Boom Company, blood pois-
oning setting in necessitating the ampu-
tation of his right arm. At the time of
his arrest he was employed as timekeeper
with the Baie des Chaleur Company, a'
large concern erecting mills and opening :
large business Interests' opposite Camp- |
bellton. He is not married.

Michael Murray is the oldest son of Wm.
Murray, a successful lumberman residing
at Cross Point. He is married.

Richard Murray is also a son of Wm.
Murray, but is single.

It is the intention to try each prisoner
separate and if such will be the programme
the case will be a rather long one.

ONTARID GOVERRMENT
SHOWS BI6 SURPLUS.

Toronto, Jan. 21—(Special)—The total
receipts of the province of Ontario in
1903 were $5,459,298, and the total expend-
iture $4,890,982, leaving a surplus of $578,-
316. The total amount in the bank on
January 20, was $3,094,193. The total eur-
plus of assels over liabilities is about $3,-
500,000.

: Jerseys, one male and Hosteins,

Anagarce News,

Anagance, Kings county, Jan. 20—George
Davidson, who was so badly scalded a short
time ago, is rapidly recovering.

We have had some very cold weather here
of late; the thermometer went as low as
thirty.

Mr. and Mrs. William Walker, of Norton,
spent Saturday last here.

Heber Kinnear, one of our leading farmers, .
recently sold thirty head of fat steers, which 4
aeveraged him $33 per head.

Mr. McNaughton’s family are down with
the diphtheria.

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson spent Sunday at
Mrs. Johnson’s parents, Mechanie.

Miss Mabel Dunfield is spending a fow days
in Corn Hill ;
Victor Mellon and wife, of Elgin, are here

today. -

Towne—''You say it's impossible for & we-
man to keeép a wecret.’” i
Browne—'‘Yes." >
Towne—''How ahout her age?"’
Browne—‘She doesn’t keep that a - seerefs ;

She merely tries to."—Phﬂad.elp’hla Press.

i the wa'king delcgite of the

month.
We are prepared to i GENUINE BAR-
GAINS to all who purc!

us before Jan. 30th.

STEINWAY Piano,
HAZELTY

MARSHALL & WE;
$350, mow..
MASON &
nOW.. .. i 0D
NEW EN , was $100, now.. 45
Four new uprig janos, containing
edal dfevery modern improve-
ment, reduced to i Ak eih T

Fasy payments. Liberal cash discount.
Call or write for complete list and full par-
ticulars.

Instruments shipped on approval to any
point in Camada, on trial for 10 days, and if
not satisfactory, can be returned at our ex-

pease.
LAYTON BROE.,

| 144 FEEL STRBET, MONTREAL.

FARMERS' CHANCE
- T0 IMPROVE $T0CK

Auction Sale of Pure-Bred Anihals
at Winter Fair Buildings, Am-
herst, Feb‘ 51

Amherst, N. 8., Jan. 19—(Special)—
The maritime auction sale to be held in
the Maritime Winter Fair Building, Am-
herst, on February 5, marks a mew era in
the live stock ‘industry of the maritime
provinces, Thé Want of a suitable market

; has been the one great drawback to profit-

able breeding of pure bred stock.in these
provinces.

The auction sale system has been the
greatest factor in placing the mother coun-
try in the foreffont-as a producer of pure
bred stock.

At the cale to be held on February the
5th, there will, be offered: Shorthorns,
fifteen males and eleven females; Guern-
deys, two males; Herefords, three males;
Ayrehires, two males and three females;
three
males. The aniipals are all of good qual-
ity and in good'breeding condition. None
have been pampered and thereby injured
for usefulness. Among them are, animals
that wowd take first place in any show
ring. In ages they range from ten months
to six years old, and some of the females
are well forward in calf by especially good
bulls.

Agricultural societies and individuals
desiring to improve their stock cannot
do better than attend this sale and see
the animals together and compare their
individual ‘merite.

No by-bidding will be allowed. All an-
imals sold, will go to the highest bidder.

The catalogue wiill be ready in a few
daye and can be had on application to the
undersigned.

The I. C. R. will ispue return tickets
at the same rate as for thé maritime win-
ter fair, namely, 113 cents ‘a mnile with
free return. The C.'P. R.'and D. A. R.
will issue tickets to the’ junction point of
the I. G. R. at one fare on the standard
certficate plan. From the junction point
of the I. C. R. to Amherst buy a return

i ticket and on presentation of a standard

certificate signed by the management here,
the connecting. roal will iceue a free re-
turn ticket.

Persons . unable to attend and wishing
to purchase animals, if they will select
from the catalogue and state the price
they are willing to pay, and forward a
certified cheque, their bid will be consider-
ed confidential, and if the animals do not
go above the price mamed, they will be
purchased and loaded on the cars free of
charge. In case the animals eell for more,
the cheque will be returned. Even if you
do mot wish to buy, it will pay to attend
because of the educational advantages of
such a sale,

The bui'ding will be heated on the 3rd,
and all an‘mals should be in the building
not later than the morning of the 4th as
people will want to examine{them and de-
cide on the ones they would desire.

The sale nyill commence at 19 a. m,
on the morning of the 5th.

E. B. ELDERKIN,
President Maritime Stock Breeders’
sociation, Amherst, N. S.

As-

Coasters Released from Ice,
Vineyard Haven, Maes., Jan. 21—A por-

: tion of the coasting fleet was released from

the ice today through the roftening of the
weather condition¢, but only a few tugs
with their barges succeeded in getting out
of the harbor,

The northeaster tonight banked it up
again amd there seems  little prospect of
the mailing veswels leaving until the wind
changes.

Dewpite the great fields of ice, scattered
through Nantucket Sound the schooner
Wandrian, from Walton (N.S.), managed
to work her way over the shoals and
reached here this afternoon.

Edgartown harbor is still icebound.

Sam Parks in Hospital Y t.
Qasining, N. Y., Jan. 31—Samuel Parks,
New York
Housge'mithy and Bridgrmon’s Union, con-

victcd of cxtortion. i suffering from Jumg !

tronble, it was stated at Sing Sing prieon

today, and has been in the howpital ever!

amnce he s brought here for the second
. ¥ g, in no immediate danger; of

e e
$
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[ CHIA MO THE PONERS,

An Eminent Missionary's View of the
Present Crisis.

Japan ard Russia Are Really Contending Not
Over Korea But Over Dominance in Cuina
--The Middle Kingdom's Awakening to
the Need of a Foreign Friend and He
Vacillating Course In Endeavoring to Se-
cure That Assistance -— England’s Sad

Blunder--The Meaning Which the Situa-

Aion Holds for the United States.

Thwenty years ago leadihg Chinese states-
men while apprehensive of the foreizn in-
fluence gradually creeping to the front,

their own destiny. Their  foreign policy
had for its purpose the restriction of the
aggressive western man in every possible
way; their method included playing off one
western state against another. In this
particular form of diplomatic artifice they
were consummate masters and could give
points even to the Sultan of Turkey.

In those days they studied carefully the
powers and resources of these outside na-
tions in order to decide what would be the
best thing for themeelves in any interna-
tional complication that might arise. AL
that time England stood head and shoul-
ders above all other mnaticn@ in Chinese
eatimation. Her good will was the thing
mcet to be desired, her ill will the thing
most to be deprecated. America was a
very great power, but she was far dis-
tant, and did not enter much into Chinese
ca'culation one way or the other. France
needed watching and had to be dealt with
adroitly, but (China- had had one brush
with her—in which Prance was decidedly
disappointéd * and Clina  correspondingly
emboldened. Japan was rising in import-
ance, but not so much as to occ—ns‘.on ap-
prehension as yet. 3 i

But now there was Russia. She was
still in' the background, comwparatively
apeaking. She was a neighbor, that was
true, but her capital was many thousand
miles away. On land there.was an im-
passable desert; soldicrs could not come
that way in any great number; at sea
there yere everywhere. in the way the
fleets of England.

Russia to the Fore,

All that became suddenly and rapidly
changed. It is mo part of the present
paper to trace the working of Ruesian am-
bition along that immense diagomal line
acrces Asia from the Dardanelles in ihe
southwest along the Persian gulf, and the
Palmine in Central Asia to Vladivostock
on the north coast. We are to speak on
the way China was affected by it ali as the
movement reached her ‘‘sphere of in-
fluence” in the western districts of lli, of

China discovered that Russia was bound
to come eastward. Forthwith a great na-
tional flirtation began between Russia and

scheming old heiress with not much cash
in hand, but with a vast estate that would
pay handsomely some day; and China 2s
4 -tricky old epinster with large experi-
ence in flirtation and confident of her
ability to manage the other old party
when. the, time ehould come.

* As early as the war of 1857 the d'p'omais
of other nations found that Ruesia was
making up to China on her own account.

pered in Europe, she would make it up in
China. She passed as the disinterested
friend of China—the one that had China’s
welfare at heart more even than her own,
and who wanted to save her from: the
maehinations. of those ‘“‘other fellows,”
wh:ee eole object was personal advantage.
The Chinese were too shrewd to be canght
with mere chaff, and so long as it was
mere chaff the Russians had no chance.
But they were practical. They began to
work up their trans-Asiatic railroad
scheme. © The Chines> saw that such a
railroad would change conditions and alter
relations and it produced a marked effect
upon them in favor of Russia.

Li Hung Chang at Czar's Coronatior.

It was an astute move on the part of
Russia to secure the appointment of Li
Hung Chang to attend the coronation of
the czar. The object was to impress him
with the transcendent power of Rusein.
The p'an.was to have him. hurried back
to China by way of Odessa, and not allow
him to see Gezmany, England.and Amer-
ica. So an oceasion of some kind was
trumped up to render nece:ary an im-
mediate return. The scheme of Russia
failed. Li Hung Chang did visit other
countries of the west and was impressed
with their greatness also. Nevertheless it
is certain that a profound prosRussian im-
pression was left on his mind, and on his
return to China he imparted a deal of that
impression to high officials at Pekin and
to the emprews dowager lrerself. Since
that time there has been a pro-Russian
party at court. This party is not always
a well defined or a visible organization,
and it is a quantity greatly variable in its
manifestations, but it is there, and it i®
there today, though unpopular just now.
The power of this party, it is said by
some, lies in the persuasiveness of Russian
gold. How much truth there may be in
that nobody knows. In euch case dis-
turbers are careful to apply a scriptural
principle never intended for the conveni-
ence of such kind of pcople, and who re-
ward themseives for faithfulness in this
case by not having occasion to observe the
principle in cases for which it was in-
tended— ‘they do their alms in wecrel.”

Count Cassini's Diplomacy.

To Count Cassini Russia owes a large
mearsure of her present vantage ground.
He it is who has e sedulously put the
Chinese on their guard against these other
nations of the west, their greed for terri-
tory and their tricky machinations. He
it is too who has been concerned in those
great secret treaties which have handi-

tlieir operations ever since.. And he it is
whose mule carts loaded with baggage and
ready to depart were kept waiting day af-
ter day till the Chinese could be induced
to sign 'the secret convention, and who,
as soon as it was signed, hurried off to
St. Petersburg and was from there hur-
ried off again to Warhington .to prevent
the United States and Great Britain com-
ing to any sort of underdtanding that
might b inimical to Russia’s designg in
the far east. Nobody can comprehend the
Chines~ situation without taking into ac-
eount C ni and hiz work.

What has been said enables us to under-
vtand the state of the offici:
on the brezking ont of the Japan war.

i
!

i China had made great progress since the
| war of 1837. She had a western drilled

irmy. She had a navy of ironclads. She

wai confident she could confront any of | i
jthe nations. She neither knew her own l

Ru s a h:d enlirgad her asprations. Ham-

capped the Chinese and have encumbered ;

| Chinese mind ;

It |

etill considered themselves the arbiters of |-

Tibet, and of Mongolia and Manchuria. |

China' in. which . Russia appeared as a

may be summarized in a- few sentences.

- NG the strefgth *of ‘Japan. She
Ve packled v]f,'.‘.lg’hrld at that time
if occaston had cailed for it. Her con-
tempt for Japan was illsconcealed. So
when ‘the collision came her mandariog,
with their peacock feathered caps strut-
ted into war with peacock pride and pea-
¢ock gobble only to come out like a pea-
ook @0 in_ the barnyard tub. The
Jagan-so stripped her of Formosa of the
Lio Tung penirzula and condcmned her
to an enormous mulet in addition. Thus
for tha firet time in her history did China
feo] the need of come foreimm backing, and
began to look around for foreign help.

Golden Opportunity for a Western Nation,
The nation that would help China now
would mould her policy in the ifuture,
Even as things then were China would
have preferred to surrender herself into
Inglich hands. and _ take Ther chances
S B was he-

weakiie:

againgt Russin, whom she now
ginning to fear. But England failed her,
Az '3 ctatesman of the day put it: “The

lion's teath were in. Africa.” - That gave
Ruseia the. coveted opportunity to lead off,
She improved it with alacrity and au-
dacity. With the aid of ¥rance and Ger-
mand, Ruswia compelled Japan to give
back the | Lio Tung peninsula.  Russia
wanted it for herself and at once began
operations to secure it.

The Chinese say the Russian-French alli-
anve was®a' coalition of freebooters and
buccaneers for mutual support, aid and
comfort in the contemplated: spoiliation of
China. Russia wanted a free hand in the
north, France a free hand in the south.
Phe phrase adopted by them to character-
ize their plans was ‘‘Spheres of Iniluence.”
Apprehending that objection might come
from England, they magnanimously agreed
to reserve control of China as a “spherc
of influence”’ for her. If Eugland would
only come in and share the “swag” the
consummation would be sure. Other ap-
plicants for shares could be.put off or
take the tailings of the entérprise. But
then in. came the Americans, headed by
the sleepless and astute Mr. Hay .with
the “open door” policy, which promised
to checkmate “the sphere of influence”
scheme. So things hang fire. The Russo-
French coalition was to- prevent dJapan
from getting any outside help in case she
became unsubmissive.

The Jspanese- Englisn Conibinstion,

This was a jasterly moventént. Its ob-
ject was to- offset the Russo-inench eams
bination. Its basal assumption” was ‘the
impossibility of a war betweeri Russia and
Japan over Manchuria. Ibs purpose Was
similar—to prevent a third ~.party, as
France, -for example. coming in-to help
Russia crush Japan. The effect of this
combination has been to give a nmew turn
to the diplomacy and politics of all East-
ern Asia, and to change-the angle of
vision of the cabinet ministers of the
West.. As soon as the new treaty was
made publie all thc players. on the great
international chessboard began at once to
reconsider their intended moves.  tngland
would back up Japan. Apart from Eng-
land, and not with her in the deal, but
acting independently along lines of her
own, was America with her tremendous
moral support and “that everlasting John
Hay,” who was always sure to turn up
at some critical moment with his opinion.
France became deferential. Russia dis-
claimed and explained. She was ‘“not
understood.” And she shifted her weight
over to the other foot. Japan lifted up
her head and China found an open door,
or a door beginning to open for herself.

It is the attitude of China herself that
is now being chiefly considered. ' She had
different leanings at different times. \vien
she first looked around for help England
was a bit shy of her. On the other hand,
Russia was, powerfully in. evidence with
a sandwich in one hand and a sand-bag
in the other, and knew how to utilize
them both with the dexterity of the man
who beats the big drum, pounded first
with one hand and then the other as the
tune may require, While Germany was
manoeuvring - to secure the Lio Tung pen-
insula, and England getting'a bit of hin-
terland opposite Hong Kong, there were
other smaller powers willing to put up
with what the hotel men call “half a
portion;” and then there were companies
and syndicates and commissions seeking
mining privileges and building privileges.
China was afraid to refuse, but was driven
to a sort of desperation, which culminat-
ed in the Boxer outbreak. All these
things brought grist to Russia’s mill, for
she represented to China that she herself
was the only disinterested friend she had,
and the only one that helped her against
the flock of wolves that would devour her
flesh and leave her bones to bleach on the
Jli“s of Tung.: The Chinese were ‘sorely
distracted. There was - division amonz
them. They were not 'such simpletons as
to accept. Russia’s protestations . of affec-
tionate solicitude, but” stie ihad  become
powerful, her, riilroad’ Was being pushed
with feverish haste—her froops were be-
ing hurried over by the hundred thousand,
all under preterice of guarding a railway
from the encroachment of peasants arm-
ed with hoes and bamboo poles. The Chi-
nese were not fooled; but what could thioy
do? As a result of it afll England Wwas
relegated to a second place in their esti-
mation, and Russia, which had been sec-
ond, if not third, was now advanced to
the first. They must be on good terms
with Russia and let the rest go. The re-
turns exacted for Russia’s assistance were
exhorbitant, but it was a choice of evils,
and that was the least of the two.

The Unexpected Aliiarce.

Disracli's saying, “It is the unespected
which always happens,”” has become &
trite quotation. Who would have thought
that the war would end in an alliance?
Such an alliance has not yet taken place
—and it is possible that it may not take
place after all, but drifts have been 11
that direction for some time. Such an.
issue was rendered possible by the forma-
tion of the Anglo-Japanese treaty. Japan
has been courting such an aliance 1OV
many months. She has sent her aviest
diplomats to Pekin. She has stiffened

-the backbone: of- the-Chinese wofficials. - She
has offered them g counter pozjrer to the
vast military and naval power ‘of Russia.
to wheel around and say that/an alliance
with Japan will be of more value to her-
self than an alliance with Pussia. From
time to time spasmodic reaction against
Russian aggression are reported from over
the sea. But China is erafty. She will
have an eye to the main chance. 1f she is
certain that Russia will win she will be
pro-Russia. 1f she is certain that Japan
will succeed and will be backed up by
England or the United States she will be
anti-Russia. As might be expected, Rus-
sia is pressing her suit with vehemence.
She threatens and she cajoles—she backs
and she fills—she makes concessions tg
the powers and sends redoubled “assur-
ances, etc.,” of the proper diplomatic or-
der to John Hay. Her interest in John
Hay's welfare is touchingly pathetic.
Should such an alliance be formed be.
tween Japan and China its influence on
future Asiatic conditions may be beyong
present contemplation. Some our
statesmen appreliend a “Yellow peril.” [If
such a peril be involved it lies in the far
distant future, and muost be reckoned as
a nebulous possibility, and not even a
moderate possibility., The present alli-
ance, if consummated, will be in the in-
terest of human progresss and ot the
safety of two great nations Japan claims
to be contending for her very life. She
proposes ‘to’ fight the battle for her own
safety over in Iorea and Manchuvia. That
there is some ambition included, like that
of Russia, Germany, France and England
may be true, but in the main Japan’s
contention is correct. Russian ascendency
in Korea is ‘a menace not only to the
safety of Japan, but.to an “open door”
in all China. 1 fear

of

16 world has”less to
from a “gellow peril” under the lcade:-
ship of a growing liberal Japga than from
a Slavie peril under the intolefant bureau-
cracy oi Russia. .

A Pesiinle Compromise.

Straws in . the air show ‘a wind in that
ditection. Neither party desires wur.
Both parties will make some compromise
to avoid it. If the other powers imteresi-
ed with*Japan_ in the open foor policy
wilk: back"ler up, - dapan Will pake both
Korea, 1 and- Mapehiivia: thecsissue.- i not
backad up Jepancowill bereontent to dies
s e 5
tide-—to allow Ratssia o f#8¢ hawd for heyss
felf ‘in. Korea. But Wil Bussia, agree to)
e o Japanese. predominanes.cia: Korea’)
X is the real bone -of coirtenfions: |

i8din “gets R G¥ERHE W he- sapreme T
northern Chingsbeyond the: pdtron of the
Manchu dynu.’it)’*g\nd‘ and “will menace

the very independence of Japan. If Japan
gets Korea she will protect her own
shores from invasion, will be in a posi-

tion to dispute with the Muscovites the
Ieadership of China, and will become the
successful barrier to the further aggres-
sion of Russia. If England backs up
Japan in this, she will have an opportu-
nity to rectify her own tremendous mis-
take which she made when she stood oft
and allowed Russia to crowd Japan back
after she had gained a foothold in Lio
Tung peninsula.—\William . Ashmore, in
Boston Transcript.

0 S LUMIEN Y
WANT SIBMERT
10 PROTECT FORESTS

Halifax, Jan. 20—Yesterday morning a
dsputation of Ilumbermen waited on the
attorney géneral, presenting a draft of a
bill in amendment of Chapter 91, of the
Revieed Statutes, which deals with the
prevention of forest fires.

The deputation coneisted of Mescro. J.
B. Whitman, of Round Hill; Frank Davi-
eon, of Bridgewater; ¥rank Towe, of
Ayleatord; T. M. MeGrath, of Tusket; F.
. Whitman, of Annapolie; M. McDonald,
of Truro, and .J.. H. Gillis, of Halilax.
Their propo=ed legislation is to invest the
local government avith-the power of ap-
pointing a chief ranger for the province
and eighteen county rangers ifor the dif-
ferent counties. The County Rangers ahall
be under the jurisdiction of the Chief
danger, who is to have the power of
appointment and disn 1. These offi-
cials are to be invested with large general
powers the same as in Quchee and On-
tama.

'The County Rangers are to patrol their
districts during the g eson of danger and
tain all help necexary to euppresa fires.
{The provisions are y stringent againet
wettlers, hunters, fishermen, éporfsmen or
jothers selting. fives . during, the  ummer
ireason. The question was raiced-hetwveen
ithe "delegation and povernsment! as 4o who
‘should pay’ the salaties aitd, expenses.

The..attorney general wag zprepared to
récommend” to the ‘gokvermment that the
chief ranger be paid by the government
and that the lumbermen® and wGRtADali-
ties beltween them arramge for the ‘P'\}"
ment of the county ranger and whoever
they may have to employ in their work.
That question was reserved for future con-
siceration. 1

Hen. Senator Power, who was present,
raised the question as to wixdom of allow-
ing the chief ranger t> make the appoint-
ments . He stated that the government in
Ontario, in framing the forestry provi-
stons for the proviace, left the appoint-
ment of the forest rangers in the hands of
t]!o h:.u_mfbmx:qon, thus avoiding any danger
of potitical influence being usel. In Que-
bee the governm:nt appointed forest
rangers cn the recommendation of the lum-
bermen.

The' attorney general announced that
:h? (.mddum ]:»01'€x§&1'}" Association would
hold a meeting at Halifax during the sit-
ting ot the present house for the purpese
of directing public attention to (he neces-
sity of adu‘plm-g a general policy with vef-
erence to forest progervation and reforcst-

ation.
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