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HON. MR.5BLRIR SHATTERS THE GOVERNMENT'S
IMPRACTICABLE AND FOOLISH RAILWAY POLICY

IN THE ABLEST SPEECH HE EVER DELIVERED
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“Nor is there any cry in the iweet for a this could have been and would have been 
transcontinental railway. I dare say I may devised. The whole proposal strikes me 
be taking up a supposition Which is singu- to my mind as ill considered. It does nos 
lar .to myself because I observe very little appear to have been considered as it 
in the public press as suggesting a doubt' ought to have been. There are facts which 
as to the necessity or advisability of more should have been ascertained and which 
railways in the west. I have studied the- would have bait sufficed to show whether 
question somewhat and 1 do not know the step to which we were committing 
just how soon or"bow far in the future the ouraelves was one which we could safely- 
time might be' when such a line as this: There are facts available .which
would be called for by the west,but now or wou](j have CTSnred us confidence in mov- 
in the immediate future there would have . formmj y, the direction which our 
been no demand for any such railway pro- friend> are urging us to move. But we 
ject as this.’' . irn __ 4io are in the dark. We cannot say that

F- F. McCreary (Selfark) Doe# J®” things are not so because we do not know, 
hon.,gentleman mean on the western praar Wg caflnot gay they are ^ because we
16 ,xr, ” have not any information which would

Mr WCre^ir; there is congés- ^rigit WemayfindJ
tion there through which the farmers of to thing goes on that 1 ^ a ,b^, 
the country ketover six millions of dollars der, that it as a grave mistake We shoffid 
last year ” know when it » too late the best mter-

Mr Blair—“My friend wiU find that 1 esta of this country would have been bet- 
have not altogether lost sight of this sub- ter served by waiting, by putting off till 
ject of the congestion of which he speaks, tomorrow, by delaying long «cough to 
He will find that I have considered it.; make a proper investigation and inquiries. 
Whether I have reached a just and proper Now we have this session—and I think 
oonclqeion or not will remain for those who- that ought to (be borne in mind-made a 
consider the subject. , i large provision for a western railway ex-

Mr. McCreary—“Hear, hear.” tending through almost the Whole of that
belt to Edmonton at all events. We are 
providing this yëar a guarantee up 
miles and! another additional 100 miles in 
another direction- Now that is a consid- 

to have done

effect, yet I still felt myself absolutely 
and entirely unconvinced and I still fed 
that the objections which existed in my 
mind against this measure almost in its 
entirety had not been1 removed except but 
in a very small degree. (Cheers.)

“The government of this country, real­
izing the enormous magnitude of this 
measure, realizing that it is perhaps a 
measure without parallel in the history of 
this country, realizing that no question so- 
momentous in its nature and involving 
such large responsibilities on tire country 
had ever been presented to parliament 
since the confederation of the provinces of 
B. N. A., realizing that this decision and 
detetinination to carry this project through 
—if it could be carried' through tin# par­
liament—and if the assent of the country! 
could he secured for it—and realizing all 
this, my right honorable friend very na­
turally felt that the people of the country, 
would expect that some satisfactory ex-; 
pJanation should be furnished as to why, 
with such unusual and such unexampled 
haste, a measure of this magnitude and!
this -character had been pressed upon the - ... ■ , . ___,.__,house and therefore we observe that the ably not ddbberate but parliament has 
very first feature of this whole question the right to deliberate^the country has a 
to which the prime minister directed his right to. deliberate and in my judgment, 
attention was to repel; if Petrie, the »r, More we impose a burden ou the 
charge or to answer, if possible, the accu- nesk of the people of Canada of such great 
satiog which must have entered into the magnitude, before we commit this country 

LmjJkf almost everybody from one part by an act of this parliament to a scheme 
■flKada to the other that this question of such large and extraordinary propor- 

had been sprung with undue baste and tiens, it is only jpst to the people of Can-
without deliberation ada that they should have a chance to
witnout deilDerataon. talk it over at aU events and think about:
Whit Wat Not Explained. : it; that the press should discuss it and

“The right honorable gentleman under- know what the government are contem-
took an answer to that phase of the case plating.
and I will give the house in his own words “I cannot help feeling that it is rather 
the answer which he gave. Let me tell a condition of hysteria than a condition 
the house in the first place, however, of cairn reason and judgment. I cannot help 
wherein it was that the right honorable feeling that it is a condition of sentimental 
gentleman did not offer an explanation of exaltation which has inspired the hurry 
his course. He did not deny that there anj haste with which this - measure is 
had not been deliberation, he did not af- pressed forward, because I will not believe 
firm that the government of the country it possible (hat any other than a straight- 

‘ t . „ .. had availed itself of proper sources of in- forward and honorable motive has inspired
< ™ rSlMieW to the “rentier. formation and had waited! until they had my colleagues in this transaction- (Hear,

or an ■ am Placed, however, sir, to be able exhausted all the means ip their power hear.) 
grbi - to avail myself of the present opportunity to ascertain what the conditions were in 

Win of exonerating the right honorable leader the various portions of the country which1
Grant of the government from the charge which roa(f waa to traverse, he did not tell
or Sr has lbeen frequently made against him ua the need which had arisen for us to
lotte, >nce this difficulty has originated. The - headlong into a scheme of this kind,'
twenty-sight honorable gentleman has been charg- ^ did not tell „ that "Be had summoned!.
SKÎ?with having made a euggeshon to me assigtance the wisest counsel which
£« » the country could aoffrd. he did not tell us
*Jov 1 ,<mtertain*d ,?b respect. to the railway had sought the assistance of ex-
tho ■ scheme that the government have de * what the traffic
l“L ttrmmed upon, remain a member of the iU ..r. ,ÏÏÏ government and should quietly and silent- cond,irons were which would make this
befi ly continue to act a# a colleague with him railway desirable, he did not e n p
et 1 in tfho adminisration. The charge which to tell ua that he had done these things,^

has been preferred w that thie proposition but, sir, I will quote hi a language to
waa made (by liinpeelf. Î am bound to say What he did say in brder to repel what
in justice to the right (honorable gentle was almost the self-accusation which had
man that the proposition did not emanate entered his mind*”
from him and I make this statement n°1 Mr- iBlair read from Hansard what Sir 
at his instance but às a matter of fail Wilfrid safd.

G play to him and of .fair play to myself. Continuing, he said: "Now, Mr. Speaker,
"In the correspondence which ensued, ^ js on]y fair that I should call the grave 

pending my contemplated resignation I re- an(j ^rious attention to this parliament 
ferred, as you will remember to the cir- an(j cf t^ig country to the statement which 
cumdtance that such a suggestion had been the rjg}lt. honorable gentleman has made.

Re ™a<ie in and I mentioüed the rea- . j ^ ifc ja not a denial of the charge
•sons which I thought had rendered it ijm- t# . has been a want of deliber-
poc»rble for me to favorably eâtertain undue and improper haete in
^ t 1 d,dLlt *****? 1 this matter. It is not a denial of the
thought that there were perhap# members “ ^ t the governmcnt has not studied
of -the council who think . I wa« over °“aree K, . , T
punctilious in declining to pursue tire question and resolution
coure# and I wae glad afteewaeds tiiat 1, observations on this , rnnvinre
bad mientionied it in tire correspondence and this contract, I think w

the majority. WeH, I will convince the 
minds of the majority of this house at all 
events that what i# alleged against tire­

ur this regard is absolutely

Ottawa, Ang. 11.—(Special)—The speech 
Hon. A. G. Blair on the national trails- Not a Feature of the Grand Trunk Pacific Scheme 

Escaped Dissection by the Former Minister of Rail­
ways—He Says Senator Cox Is Responsible for the 
Haste With Which It Has Been Put Forward, 
Exposes the Manifold Weaknesses of the Hybrid 
Plan and Presents the Gravest of Reasons Why It 
Should Not Be Endorsed—Cheered Throughout as 
He Riddled the Scheme. -
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week. . :>nti.*nciital railway delivered today was the 
man, Q. . .
—!— rent he ever gave.

sto So fully did he oogpr the whole question
day. A Jthat little remains to be said. His remarks 
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the Intercolonial which he brought from
being a bynvoixl and a wreck, and placed 
in the first rank of railroads on this con­
tinent, were spoken with much eamest-

S

-ness and feeling-
He pointed out that the paralleling 6f 

the ilntencoloniaJ was not only a iwaste of 
puhhe money but w-ould result in its de­
struction.

A full report is given below. Mr. Blair 
was cheered throughout and was congratu­
lated. at the close. He spoke for four 
hours and a quarter.

1

lBta Ottawa,Aug. 11—(Special)—In the house 
Hod ay, Sir Wilfrid Laurier moved that Mr. 
Slieaker do now leave the chair and that 
the house resolve itself into committee to 
consider the resolution in regard to the 
national trans-oontinental railway.

Hon. A. G. Blair (St. John city), who 
as received with cheers, said:
“I do not, Mr. Speaker, find myself in 

any less unpleasant position today than I 
occupied some two or three weeks ago in 
explaining the causes of my resignation 
from the ministry. It is a disagreeable task 

A* ' under any ciremnstanoes to criticize and 
Ori: perhaps condemn a measure introduced, by

a government of which one has so recent­
ly been a member and there are and there 

’ must always he edreumstanees attending 
r such criticism and such condemnation as 
* u will unfavorably affect many friends, many 

colleagues and many of those with whom 
one has been heretofore politically associ­
ated.

\ sitting of parliament, after we have taken 
up this session large policies, after we 
have arranged! to, propose large expedi­
ter®, when it was known that we were 
going to have our btist thoughts and acut- 
est jufigment. strained to the utmost to, 
do justice to the subjects with which we 
have to deal, we undertake to grapple with 
the problem of this immensity and com­
plexity and one involving such great fin­
ancial and other responsibilities.

“Well, Mr. Speaker, the bonding privi­
lege up to this time has never impressed 
anybody, the imperious need of a great 
transcontinental all-national line had 
never forced itself upon anybody’s mind 
until that moment within a few weeks of 
this sitting of parliament. When this thing 
is first mooted and here we are now put­
ting in the final ratification, if w# dhall 
do it, upon a measure which when it is 
once passed is beyond recall, which when 
once passed is irrevocably done, so that 
the -people of Canada will have more to 

y whether this thing should be.
“My honorable friend# have taken the 

precaution, I do not aay they have un­
fairly- taken the pteqaution, but the pre­
caution has been taken of making a con­
tract with somebody representing tire 
Grand Trunk Pacific, a company not even 
yet jneoeporated, somebody who under­
takes to apeak for the Grand Trunk 
Pacific as to what the company will so 
do and also somebody who undertakes to 
say what the G. T- Railway Company of 
Canada will do and- they have signed this 
contract in all its details with all its 
clause# and conditions and they have put 
that upon the people and they say to us 
accept this or reject it, take it as it is or 
leave it. You have but one alternative—to 
swallow the whole project, the whole. 
(Cheers.) *

Whence the Pressure?
“Now I want to know also in all calm­

ness and all frankness from thti members 
of this parliament from whence this irre­
sistible and computive pressure under 
which We must drive this thing through 
now. The thing was never mooted before 
and the government took no action until 
the G. T. Railway convinced them that it 
would the in their own mterests to hit 
some railway project liberally aided by 
the parliament of Canada which they de­
sired to promote. That is the secret of 
the whole business, that is where it or­
iginated, all the other considerations fell 
upon unheeding ears, all these fell, dan­
ger# never struck our minds never seem 
to have entered into our calculation. It 
never occurred to us that we were under 
such imminent peril, it never was suggest­
ed by anyone that the great future of 
Canada and tire life of Canada was at 
stake -until the G. T. Company made a 
call and laid their propositions before my 
honorable friends and colleagues of the 
government.

“I make bold to say that there is no 
evidence that the people of this country 
demand this legislation. I Will commence 
with the province of -British Columbia and 
ask you. is there any call loud or weak 
from the province of British Columbia 
that any railway. should be put through 
the passes of the Rookies and carried to 
Fort Simpson. If there is I have not heard 
it. I would like to see the proof that can 
be brought in support of any such state­
ment: Such a feeling dees not exist.

Whit British Columbia Wants.
“I have no doubt that the people of the 

province of British Columbia, if this rail­
way venture is going on, would like to see 
it pushed through their provmc|. But 1 
know that when' it comes to the question 
»f railway aid or conetruotdon in that prov­
ince, the "files of the department olf railways 
will show what railways they want. Among 
them is not included a transcontinental 
raihvay into that province- Go over the 
files of the department and you will find, 
that the railways that they want are. those 
that will go through southern British 
Columbia and give means by which the 
mineral products of that country can be 
taken to market. That is what they are 
seeking for, therefore I say -that from 
wherever else the cry may come calling for 
the building of such a line as my hon. 
friends propose that cry doesn’t proceed 
from the province of British Columbia.

found great satisfaction ip finding that 
even a flimsy argument could be made irti 
support of the government’s policy! 
(Cheers.)

Now, sir, what foundation is there, I ask, 
for the statement that our conditions when 
-Hhia read is built, if ever it is built, will 
be any different from what they are today? 
I want to know upon what foundation is 
the suggestion made that we are in daily 
peril by reason of the possible action- of 
frenzied people, if frenzy should seize the 
people of the American republic. Why, 
sir, we have today a railroad which, trav­
erses this continent. We have two rail­
roads Which rum to the province of New 
Brunswick and with both of which cenmec-, 
tion could me made if need be and we need 
not pass oyer American territory even 
though the restrictions were eough-t to be 
placed upon them by the American gov­
ernment.

“We could, avail ourselves of those rail­
roads and they are just es transcontinental,- 
just as Canadian, just as national as any 
.r.aijgoad we could construct in Canada. 
They are railroads’ on Canadian soil and 
one of -them at least is owned by the gov-: 
eminent of the country itself. For my­
self I would have much preferred that this 
argument at all events had not been pre­
sented by my hon. friend, I would have 
much preferred that it had been -left to 
somebody else to declare to the world at 
large that tjie Canadian people are at the 
mercy of any - other people. I am loath 
to acknowledge that we have not in our­
selves today the means to protect ourselves 
against any such possibility and I do not 
like to have tire word go across the ocean 
and throughout -the wide World that Can­
ada is hemmed in by the XJ. S. and unable 
to protect herself, or what is much the 
equivalent, that it requires the expenditure 
by Canada of one hundred and odd mil­
lions of money in order to get relief.

■ (OhcNB.)
"I do not -think that there is any such 

question today (<• be feared as the abro­
gation of the bonding privilege.

Time for That fear la Passed.
“The period when we might have feared 

it has long since passed away, and what 
may be the merits or demerits of this 

government scheme which we are now dis­
cussing, I do trust that no man’s judgment 
is going to be influenced in favor of what 
he would otherwise consider a defective, 
unjustifiable measure because qf this bog- 
gey of the abrogation of the bonding 
privilege has been raised. (Cheers.)

“The next leading proposition which the 
Ihon, gentleman presented was that we need 
an all Canadian transcontinental line from 
ocean to ocean. Let me again quote the 
hon. gentleman’s language in order that 
we may be entirely accurate.

(Mr. Blair here quoted from Hansard.

Beni

\ Coifgeetlen Due to Leek of Equipment.
Hon.Mr. Blair—“Yes, I intend to present 

the argument. -Let the arguments be dealt 
with as they will be in the discretion of 
evety one who hears them. I say there has 
been no cry in ithe west -for more railways 
in the way of east and west long lines. 
My. hon. friend, Mr, McCreary, says that 
tihere was a great deal of wheat remaining 
to be taken out last year. Was that be­
cause of the lack of another railway up 
through ithe undeveloped northern portion 
of fthat western country. ‘No, sir, that 

not because there were not rail-

to- 600r-

:

mi erable thing-for parliament 
in one session seeing, if I am not incor­
rectly informed, tot the Country through 
which that railway passes is not settled, 
that it remains to be settled and we hope 
to invite settlers by mean# of it.

“That railway 600 mil® long benefitting 
a tract of country 150 to 200 miles on each 
aide of it wifi ultimately be settled but 
it will take a great many people and it 
will take some time to settle it even with 
all the railways to the south of it. It 
would be some time before you needed to 
make a new railway to the north. I think 
the case is abundantly clear that we have 
done amply well this year at all events 
in the way of giving a guarantee for $9,- 
000,000 toward# the construction of the 
Canadian Northern. We have done that 
after two years of consideration and only 
came to a final conclusion during the 
present session of parliament.

1
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V cry came

way# enough but because the railways 
they had were ,not equipped with enough 
locomotives and enough power. That is 
what the congestion arose from.

“You might build the railways that are 
now built and are serving tire settlements 
where they are constructed in the southern 
potion of the N. W- T. as far north as the 
railways extend. These people have had no 
difficulty at all from any other cause than 
the shortage and shrinkage in the equip­
ment -upon these railways. H you have 
read carefully what has -been said by these 
people, you will find that there is a gen­
eral concensus of opinion that was the 
trorible and not because they wanted other 
railways to be constructed just now in 
that territory.

“The traffic was oongœted, but I think 
the congœtion will very soon be overcome.
I think perhaps it may be pretty well pro­
vided against now. But I state now that 
the three roads, an I am induing ithe Man­
itoba & Northwestern for although they 
are branch® they are still extending large­
ly to the w®t an-d -northw®t, they are 
providing that country with all reasonable 
railway facilities .that are needed at pres­
ent. (Cheers.)

“Now there has been no press agitation. 
Let pro add that I have net heard of any 
agitation in the maritime provinces or in 
the Province of Quebec. In the city of 
Quebec and neighborhood -there is quite a 
-feeling in favor of some assistance being 
given to a railway that was to travel over 
much the same routes and so far as that 
sentiment has -been expressed it is entitled 
to consideration. 1 myself have been in 
sympathy with it and I am going to state 
fully what my opinion is in that regard be­
fore I conclude -my observations. But I 
do say that there has been no demand in 
ithe northwest for a grand transcontinental 
line from ocean to ocean. There has been 
none in the maritime provinces. I never 
heard of any and I would have heard if it 
existed. If there had been any demand 
for it I would have heard it. No body 
ever heard of this project at all even, until 
this session of parliament was half way 
throu#i. No one ever heard it mooted.

“As part of any «shame that was under 
such consideration iby this government 
likely to be submitted to parliament for 
an extension of this line to Moncton, there 
has been no press agitation in favor of it 
during the last six months, no platform 
agitation, no discussion in parliament, no­
body has arisen in any numbers of or even 
units and said that we want another 
transcontinental railway, moving motions 
urging the government -to -that course. No 
body has been calling for this, therefore 
it is a mistake, it is misleading to say that - 
there is a great cry in the country which 
impels this government, to adopt the policy 
that has been determined upon.

“Moreover, Mr. Speaker, it is fair to add 
that when this scheme was moved, they 
mOTed for a much more limited scheme, 
they moved for a scheme which involved 
aid to a railway to North Bay, as they told 
us publicly. That was their idea. Those 
other features have been added on since 
and I suppose it was considered necessary 
by reason of the fact that three bonding 
privileg® had been imperilled and the dire­
ful consequences geemed to be,tnfminent. 
(Cheers.)

“Now, sir, when we consider all three 
facts and other facts, it would seem to be 
almost incredible that under such circum­
stances no heed should be paid to an ap­
peal that we should go slow, that we 
should see what we are doing, that we 
should carefully study the bearing# of the 
question ' in all its aspects. I am sure 
there is scarcely a minister in the govern­
ment burdened with all the duties which 
are cast upon members of the government, 
but would have hesitated to take a step 
of 'this magnitude during the present ses­
sion.

Ii
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Carnegie end Uncle Sam
“My right honorable friend havingydis- 

posed tif this question of want of deliber­
ation proceeds to take up another ques­
tion which he regards as one of very grave 
and serious magnitude. With all the skill 
of an (fld parliamentary hand, with all the 
definiteness and ability which we know 
he can succresfully employ, my right hon­
orable friend, referring to Carnegie. and 
his threats and quoting what was said by 
President Cleveland, reading from de­
spatch® and otherwise, succeeded in work­
ing up our anxiety, arousing our fears and- 
he must have succeeded in convincing many 
of our friends on this side of the house 
that we were on the verge of a very 
grave calamity, that an awful abyss was 

we were looking 
the eve of

Extend the I. C. R. to Géorgien Bey.
“Now my own view would be that if 

we wanted to pas# railway legislation, if 
wanted to do something of advantage 

for the transportation of fire country, if 
we wanted to secure to our Canadian sea­
ports the transportation of western pro­
ducts we would have extended the I. C. 
R. to Georgian Bay by acquiring the Can­
adian Northern. Of course, Mr. Speaker, 
that involves, a continuation of the prin­
ciple of government ownership, a principle 
to which I know a great many people are 
hostile.

“It would involve the government doing 
something to which many people are not 
well disposed. I regret I am sure as much 

that unfortunate visit 
moraible gentleman paid
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yawning -before him, that 
down a precipice and were on 
being precipitated to its depths to ever­
lasting ruin and disaster; and, sir, after 
my honorable friend has brought them 
up to the edge of that yawning precipice 
he wa# to relieve them of their distress 
and anxiety by telling them, We have 
saved you by our measure. We have res­
cued you from that dreadful danger which 
was threatening you and we are g«ng to 
give - you an all-Canadian line which is 
going to save you from the possibility of 
having your commerce destroyed and your 
business ruined by the action of the peo­
ple to the south of you.’

“Now I want to ask the calm reason 
and judgment of this parliament and it 
need be the appeal will have to he made 
by some of the calm judgment and reason 
-of the people of Canada, whether, having 
had the -bonding privilege -between Canada 
and the U. S. in -existence for all these 
years and when if ever there was » danger 
that danger has been minimized, when the 
conditions existing in the TJ.. 8. are 1“** 
as potent to prevent the possibility of any 
such action being taken by the U. 6. gov 
eminent, when the number of American 
railways crossing our territory from one 
portion of the country to another and the 
shipping which comes to the leading ports 
of the Ü. S. are carrying to the merchants 
of Canada, and from the dealers m Cana­
dian goods Which are a profit to them, 
when they would be actually striking at 
and destroying their own trade and com­
mence if they adopted such a «ourse why 
my honorable friend should feel imperiled 
at this late date after all these years and 
after we have been seven years m to gov­
ernment of this country and have never 
felt even a thrill by reason or that pos»-

‘Why is it that my hon. friend and the 
government for whom he 
us now in that frenzied ruah, that ampehi 
ous baste which has inspired tins legisla­
tion and tell us that we are in deadly peril 
and that the utmost danger of having _ 
commerce destroyed by *e aota®“ °, 
friendly government. I ask -the membe 
of this house why this pretence is put for­
ward or this argument. I mil not use any 
term knowingly offensive to any of my 
friends. Why is this argument put for 
•ward?
Suggest* Lack of Substamti»! Argument.

“It must -be because there is 6» absence 
of real goo-d substantial argument to sus­
tain the case itself and my hon friends 
feel that they are called upon to appeal to 
the prejudices and the feehngîi and to 
arouse the passions of -the people of Canada 
in order -to get carried through a measure 
which, on its merits, they would have no 
hope whatever of carrying. I noticed that 
"when both this and the preceding defence 
were made by the right hon. gentleman our 
friends on -this side of the house were wild 
in enthusiasm.. I do not know whetner 
the enthusiasm was because of -the relief 
-which seemed -to come to 'them after the 
peri-xl of strained anxiety was over. I do 
not know whether this was the reason or

■ V- paid
A. J

as any man ca 
which, the right 
to Depot [Haifaor on the occasion he men­
tioned in hi/i epeech. It left an incredu­
lous impression -upon his mind fatal to all 
ideas of government ownership, fatal to 
any projects in that direction. It is enor­
mously regrettable because that impression 
cannot be removed. $To amount of argu- " 
ment, no amount of reason, no amount of 
experience could possibly lift from my 
right honorable friend's mind- the load of 
conviction that was brought to him iby the 
visit on that occasion referred to. Ï know 
that some former colleagues of mine were 
not a bit more friendly to government 
ownership than he was, whether it is </lr- 
ing to the visit to Depot Harbor I am all 
concerned. (Cheers-)

“ïhe impression that has been, created 
upon my own mind is that they had made 
this question of the I. C. R- so much a 
battle dore and shuttle cock business in 
former times when they were on the 
other «Hp of the house that my honorable 
friend became tilled absolutely fifll 
prejudice and that it is impossible to 
lighten or relieve this prejudice. If they 
wanted to do something which would give 
evidence of a response to the national as­
pirations they would have gone to Geor­
gian Bay and they would have found the 
great body of public opinion that would1 
have justified and supported them in going 
through with the government railway.

“The opinion would have been to this 
effect: That business may be brought from 
the western country by the làkç route and 
'down over the I- C. ÎR. which will never, 
perhaps, (be brought fay any other possible 
route that may be constructed, in the 
country. When the I. C. R. was extended 
to Montreal. I felt that that would be the 
next move that We would take. I felt that 
it would fae a proper move to .take. I have 
been four or five years struggling valiafitly 
in order to achieve same such success in 
that direction. The move will be token, 
though. Otter Views which are more po­
tent, other men wijl prevail upon govern­
ments and they will adopt the policy be­
cause it has virtue in it, it has profit in 
it and it has hope in it, and it must be 
the means of realizing the national idea/ 
of utilizing our own porte winter and sum­
mer for the carriage of the products'of our 
own country.
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because there are .many wafm .personal 
friends of the government who between 
the time that my resignation wais known 
and the time that the explanations were 
made have criticised me because I had not 
pursued the very same course. 1 say, there­
fore, thalt I very gladly avail myself of the 
present opportunity to make that matter 
straight.

government 
and entirely true. (Cheers.)

“What does my right (honorable friend, 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, mean when he says, 
‘The flood tide is upon us that leads on 
to fortune, if we let it pass it may never 

inf

?

t A
in The Premier’s Speech. As Minister of Railways-

Continuing, he said, “I feel, edr, as 
and .particularly as minister of railways in 
my hon. friend’s government, that the 
country -would expect true to apply my 
judgment to the question -which came up, 
(having somewhat more experience in the 
matter of railway construction and rail- 
way operation than* many of my colleagues, 
being oh urged particularly with the govern­
ment’s business in that regard.

“I felt that on me -would rest a larger 
measure of responsibility, and I iwas en­
titled to know and to see into the matter 
far enough to justify me in asking parlia­
ment with a clear conscience and well set­
tled conviction -to give its assent to tee 
proposition to Ibe laid before it.

Too Hasty Action, Says Mr. Blair.
'‘Barely six months ago this quoslioR 

was first mooted. Six months in not à long 
time to consider and weigh and look (mto 
a project’ of this kind which had".not been 
mooted before; particularly when it is 
(borne in agnc| that during a large portion 
Of this six months was Occupied toy the 
sitting of the parliament when every min­
ister has his hands f-ull, -when his thoughts 
are fifty engrossed with the business of 
parliament a-nd when some have particu­
larly important measures pending before 
the house. In that I speak for myself be­
cause as minister of railway# I was charg­
ed with the carrying forward of a piece 
of legieflalion which wa# very important 
and -Which required the best thought and 
attention I could give it in order that it 
might be perfected in every point.

recur aga

“Senator Cox Cannot Wait."
“What does the right honorable gentle­

man mean when he say#, ‘If we let it pass 
the voyage of our national life, bright as 
it is today, will be arrested in the shal-

“What does the right honorable gentle­
man mean when he says ‘We cannot wait 
-because time does not wait.’

“I think, Mr. Speaker, and I say with 
all respect to my right honorable friend, 
that it would have been as correct if not 
so poetic for him to have eaid, ‘We can­
not wait because Senator Cox cannot.
(Cheers.)

“What does the right honorable gentle­
man mean by saying. ‘We cannot wait 
because in these days of wonderful devel­
opment time lost is doubly lost?’ What 
does he mean by saying that to wait 
would lie to destroy our future national 
life? AYhereLn is our national life going 
to be dretroyed because, perchance, we 
take the proper time in order to study 
what we are doing and in order to reach 
a wise and just conclusion with regard 
to an enterprise which is vaster, greatly 
vaster, than any that has ever -before en­
gaged the consideration of this parliament.
Wherein is our future national life going 
to be destroyed because perchance we 
take the proper time to study what we 
are doing and to reach wise and just con­
clusions in regard to an enterprise vaster 
and greatly vaster than has ever before 
engaged the attention of this parliament?

“I fail to discover wherein we have to 
appeal to heaven against the possibility of 
a little delay in this matter. I know of 
no reason why the interests of Canada are 
going to be prejudically affected because 
when we move forward we see the end or 
think we see the end to which we are 
looking and know the limits of the re­

sponsibilities -by which we assume to be 
bound and because we believe we under­
stand the conditions under which we are 
operating. Why is it said by my honor­
able friend in this manner and in these 
term# that we must not pause a moment
to .deliberate Xbs goyenuufitil mi ga«- Œbetiret tes teal isaesa fastest jfceg bad

Ii (M-
‘“The right honorable gentleman has laid 

(before parliament and before the' country 
a ètatdm-ent erf the reasons •why he has 
presented this measure to the house and 
the defence of that mearnne. He hae gi 
us to understand that this fxdieme 
echeme devised for the purpose of securing 
for the .people Of Canada a great tranc-- 
continental railway which will afford to 
the people of the earit and oif the west 
the shortest and cheapest route for the 
carriage of their traffic. And at the same 
time' and in the same connection my right 
honorable friend, wijh a good' deal of self- 
satisfaction, I am sure, and with appar­
ently much pride, told us that this great 

et project was to be a grand national all- 
IBl. • Canadian line.

“If such a ixfliey well defined and well 
.» considered in all its -l>earings and so etudi*

___ ed that a just conclusion could be reached
( that it was a proper and necessary work 

6, in the interest of Canada, if such a pro- 
eo ject surrounded by these conditions were 

' presented to parliament then one anight 
**' well be glad that such a venture should 

be entered upon by the government of the 
cr country* and it naturally would excite a 

very great deal of enthusiasm among peo 
E<: pie of all shaded of -politics. (Cheers.)

“I followed the right honorable, the 
J{c t prime minister, in the statement which he 
co made with the closest interest and it is 

( only fair to the' right honorable gentle- 
coi man to say that if the grace of eloquence, 

if the finest and choicest language, if olo- 
da quenee coupled as I know it was wdth the 

1 eLncerebt conviction that the measure was 
ye-1 a proper and judicious one, if the-e tiling 

could have carried conviction to the minds 
B< of the members of parliament then I say 
Jo that members of parliament and the coun­

try generally would have been impressed 
fay the prime minister’s presentation of 
the case.
Mr. Blairs VuwsU chsngtd.

“But, sir, ipeaking for -myself and for 
m myself alone, while I -was impreswed with 
•Me th^singular ability of lbs right honorable 

ccntlom.i’n. and while I .feel that all had 
^ "lbeen said- by him that coal’d toe said toy 

Iks anybody, and much more than vould have 
two said -by .anyone else with -the same
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îs No Demand from Ontario-
“Well, have we beard any lo-ud appeal 

from the sister province of Ontario. Have 
heard even a whisper of it' before the 

thing was suggested. Of course I do not 
deny that the very moment it is known 
that the government of the country is de­
termining -upon carrying out this project 
you avili hear cries innumerable in favor of 
it. Then all the papers and all the men 
who are friendly to the government will 
take up the cry, if their judgment or their 
consciences will allow them to do it. When 
the project is announced, then the cry will 
eixst. But it did not exist. There was no 
voice, there was no word, there aras no 
suggestion of it before the suggestion cante
fcmaut toaade inMaateiaL H,, „nt _

Government Ownership in Canid*.
“I aim not going to undertake to enter 

on this occasion on any elaborate juetiii- , 
cation of the policy of government owner­
ship. 1 have on many occasions when I 
"have been addressing the house in refer- 

to my railway estimât® taken, the 
opportunity of pointing to mind! a little 
in that direction, and I have arguments 
which, while not being put forward at the 
time as arguments in favor of government 
ownership, I have influenced-the creation 
of a future sentiment in favor of such a 
policy and I claim that whether it be due 
to any -word that I ever uttered, or tq
ate#: «.we^ teera toe basa a Baited,

this the time we“Thti being the case, was 
for one to endeavor to comprehend and 
shape and. advjee upon and think out a 
proposition of. thti enormous magnitude? 
•Why you have only to dwell upon it for 
a moment to eee how unreasonable euch 
a suggestion ie, every section of parlia- 
nient we put off things of the most trival 
moment because we <tfpR|jtvt time to deal 
wi th -them ; every t fry bids un -
til the fallowing that are press­
ed upon us. Every* eeaaion bills that are 
pressed upon us are until the fol­
lowing session a imp! ÿ wfcAtfee we have our
hiwde full, .Yet rigbt eu tire sïe si tee

1

l

Moving in the Dark, He Declares.
“Well, sir, we have the scheme before 

iM and we must deal with it. I think 
that a different scheme might have been 
with greater advantage to the country de­
vised. If we were to consider the inter­
ests of -the country as being paramount to 
any desires or âny Wish® of atiy railway
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