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' GIVE SOME REMARKABLE EVIDENCE.

Patients Disturbed at Night by Noise of Doctors and Nurses— Doctor
Bayard’s Contribution—His Opinion That Smallpox Got Into the
Main Hospital from the Epidemic—His Suggested lmprovements.

Friday was the Royal Commisson’s
bus} day, and in fact was somewhat of a
frustling time' for all connected with the
cate. Morning, afternoon and late into
the evening the avork of inquiry went on,
through the earlier session started out
somewhat slow because of the non-appear-
amfce of several who had been summoned
to-give their testimony to the condition of
afiairs at the General Public Hoapital. The
wait was a trifle wearisome and it looked
at one time as though the session would
have to be adjourned for an hour or two.
Finally the tardy witnesses put in an ap-
pearance and the work began in earnest.
Several interesting points were developed
chiefly through the-evidence of Dr. P. R.
Inchs and Dr. Charles Holden. Dr. Inches
was the second witness of the morning and
gaye very emphatic expression to the opin-
ion that it was mot wise to place a very
young man fresh from college at the head
of- a large institution and expect him to
successfully manage a lot of inexperienced
young giris. While there would be no
objectian to a layman as superintendent,
Dr. Inches thought it would be advantage-
ous in many ways to have a man versed
in.medicine at the head of affairs. When
the witness expressed an opinion that the
system of rotation was not a good one the
chairman nodded acquiescence and clinch-
ed. his assent by emphatically remarkiog:
], amay say 1 agree with you entirely.” It
was not the only time he voiced this senti-
* ment during the gession nor the only sub-
jeet upon which he has decided views, the
matter of the paying of the outside staff,
hardly seeming to meet with his approval.

Commissioner Knowlton has a stock
question that seems to cause him consid-
erable anxiety and that is -as to whether
the governing board of the hospital would
not be more effective if one or two ladies
were added to it His manner of putting
the question gently insinuates that an
affirmative answer is of great moment to
him and he awaits it with ill concealed
interest: ‘The chairman is non-commital
on_the subject but he likes to bring others
to' the point. For instance when Dr.
Inches replied that nvhile ladies were al-
ways thecessary and desirable, he mildly
hifitéd” that perhaps the board could be
managed as efficiently- if composed entire-

ly ‘of men. The chairman wanted a more.

definite statement so he jocularly told the
witness that while the answer was very
congiderate and. worthy of him, he ought
to. face .the  question like a man,

Doctor Holden was a witness with clear
decided views on the subject of the hos-
pital's internal government aud like the
preceding witness thought it would be no,
easy matter for a young man to enforce
diwcipline among a lot of young people.

‘Doetor Holden like all who have been
heard’ this week did mot view the system
of ‘government by rotation through rose
tiued glasses. In fact he doesn’t see it
that way at all, and he very sensibly re-
marked that he thought it would be rather
difficult to Tun an hotel properly with a
change 6f management monthly, and he
could mot, see why it would not be equally
so in the case of the hoapital. On the
other hand it was absurd to expect a young
redident physician with no business knowl-
edge to take supervision of all that is at
present requived of him in the hospital.
In. fact no young man is suited for such
& position. At the close of Doctor Hol-
den’s evidence the chairman heartily en-
dorsed all his remarks by saying, “I may
say that your views are nearer my own
than any I have yet heard. It is evident-
ly a case, siv, of great minds rumning in
the same channels.”

Mrs. Donohue, a former nurse, was an
elusive /witness who ceuldn’t appear be-
cause somabody else had begged to be ex-
cused. When the lady finally appeared
in the corridor Mr. Trueman made a
hurried exit from the admiralty room,
wifich led Mr. Coster to express the opin-
jon that witnesses should be called with-
out first being interviewed by lr. True-
man. The chairman thought the course
was perfectly proper but avhen Mr. True-
man teturned with nothing but a crest-
fallen air in his possession Mr. Coster
caused a general Jaugh. by sarcastically
enquu'img: “Did- you mnot fimd Mrs.
Donohue a witness to your Jikiﬂg-/

It wug a friendly little session that was
hgld in the cosy parlor of the private
hospital on Hazen street Friday. when
Miss Hegan, a former matrcn in the Gen-
eral Public Hospital, and two nurses were
asked to give certain infarmation regard-
ing happenings that had come under their
knowledge while innrates of the institu-
tien. The nurses were in their pretty
apick and span uniforms, which, though
severely plain, served to accentuate the
healthful glow of their faces and fresh
wholesome appearance.

The first witness, Miss Rose Brown,
was an extremely pretty girl, and the
members of the commission’ and the gal-
lant gounsel—showed no overpowering de-
sire to hurry her story to a finish. She
gave her testimony in a clear, unhesitat-
ing mannner, but without any evident
wish to tell any more than was absolutely
necessary. She wasn’t pressed very closely
regarding her experience in the hospital
two years ago, and what she left unsaid
was probably more pregnant than what
she said, and the counsel were well aware
of the fact. She told of patients and
studious nurses being disturbed by the
argies of house physicians and some of
{he nurses during the hours of the night.

Miss Hegan’y story was chiefly confined
to the discipline of the institution during
her time, and i recital of the story of
how her authority and that of Dr. W. A.
Chiistie was overruled by some of the
commissioners ia a very grave matter.
Two of the commissioners—Dr. Bayaxd
and W. C. R. Allan upheld the action of
the house physician and matron, but one
of the comimisisoners, whose name is men-
tionad in Miss Hegan’s evidence, with a
full knowledge of the serious facts, re-
quested her to sign the diplomas. Miss
Hegan positively daclined to particularize
in regard to the conduct of tWe murses,
bat practically admitted they were guilty
of more serious misdemeanors than stay-
ing out late, entertaiming male visitors
auntil a late hour in their Tooms, or even
receiying visits from friends who avere

s

constantly in and out of the
hogtal.

- THE: DAY SITTING.
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epidemic

Poctors Inches and Holden Not in Faver of
Present System,

Miss Ada Burns testified. She said she
graduated from the hospital in 1897 and
aftemwards took a post<graduate course at
the Polyclinic Hospital, New York. The
food at the hospitil was as a rule fairly
good. Sometimes the butter was bad and
the bread sour, but as a rule the butter
was good. Bread was sour quite often.
She never complained to the matron about
the food. The nurses and iprivate patients
got the same food. The food served private
patients at the polyclinic was fbetter than
here, but the food to the general patients
was much the same. Private ward pa-
tients in-the polyclinic paid, Miss Burns
thought, $10 per week, and in private
rooms $20. As a rule, patients here receiv-
ed their food® warm. .

I'o the chairman—She thought each pa-
tient should get food on an individual
tray.

She had seen vermin in the hospital
here- She did not remember know.ag of
or seeing anything done to get rid of
them.

To the chairman—She thought the dis-
cipline was very good.Much of the niczes’
time 'was +wasted in trying to find cut
which private patient was ringing a hand
bell. In the polyclinic there are electric
bells, with registers in the hall. She did
not receive instructions in cooking at the
St. John hospital. Miss Burns thought
there should be a diet kitchen in connec-
tion with each ward. Miss Burns thought
it would be beneficial to have a lady su-
perintendent of nurses. She did not think
it is customary to place junior nurses in
charge of a ward, but # had sometimes to
be done. In her time there were 12 nurses,
and they were overworked, and could not
always give the patients proper attention.
All the linen is kept in one general closet,
and when a patient is admitted it may be
necessary for a nurse to go all over the
hospital looking for the matron to get

linen. It would be an improvement to]

have a linen closet for each ward. Orders
from the doctors are here given verbally.
It would be better if they were written.

To Mr. Coster—Patients sometimes have
to be .admitted who cannot be properly
cleansed at the time, and in that way
vermin is admitted. If patients were ne-
gected it was because the nurses had too
much to do. The house physicians, Dr.
W. A. Christie and Dactor Ellis, were very
attentive. |

Dr. P. R. Inches said he had mever been
conmedfed with ithe hospital. He had
only a- general knowledge of the system
of management prevailing there. The gen-
eral system in hospitals is to have a super-

iptendent and a thouse staff with visitors.

He did not think it wise to- put young
men just from college in. charge of the
hospital. There ought to be a permaneat
superintendent, either wmedical or other-
wige. It would be better if he were a
medical man, but he should not ‘treat the
patients.

To the chairman—Young medical men
would then be proper officers for house
doctors to treat the patient under direc-
tion of the visiting staff.

Dr. Inches doubted if young men could
be got to stay in the St. John hospital
without remuneration, although they would
go to hospitals in metropolitan cities with-
out pay- He did mot think the system
of monthly commissioners .as wise cne.
He thought nine an unnecessarily large
commission if there was a good suparin-
tendent- Something between thrce anid
nine would do. Tadies are always an &s3-
sistance, but he did not know that it was
necessary to put ladies on the commision.
Those on the board of the Home for In-
curables do good work. The medical men
connected awith the institution are as good
as those outside, and so it made no diff-
erence whether or not private patients are
atllowed their private physiciane. He did
not think it wise to pay the hospital
visiting staff, and in the early years of the
hospital they were not paid.

To Mr. Knowlton—If there is room,
private patients should be received, but
the matter is no{ as important now as
formerly for there is a good private hos-
pital.

‘L'o wur, Coster—He thought a resident
physician would expect pay. With a
salaried superintendent a commission of
nine is not necessary and makes an un-
wieldly .body.'

Dr. Holden.

Dr. Charles Holden said he was not con-
nected with the hospital, but had a general
knovledge of the system of management.
A young doctor fresh from college is em-
iuently fitted for the medical duties of the
postien, hut not for the executive work of
running such an institution. It would de-
pend upon the individual whether or not
he could enforce discipline. The matron
has too much work. There should be a
lady superintendent of nurses nwvith abso-
Jute power over them. The responsible
head of the bouse should be a paid offi-ial
of mature years and good executive ability.
There should, of course, be a board to re-
port to. With such an officer the month-
ly system of commissioners could be done
away with. There should be a matron in
charge of the hospital. It was not at all
necessary that the superintendent shou'd
be w medical man. The superin‘zadent
might, perhaps, assist with the seere:ary’
duties. In other hospitals, visiting physi-
cians are not paid.. He did not see any
objection to the admission of sailors and
winter port immigrants,

The Chairman’s Views.

The chairman, in thanking Doctor Hol-
den for his attendance, said the evideacve
he had given coincided more nearly witn
his view of what is desirable than anything
he had vet heard, and he added that ‘he
great need was more money, which some-
body would have to provide.

Architect Fairweather.

G. Frnest Fairweather, architect, said
he had wvisited the hospital on sevemal oc-
casions under the commission’s direction

The closet accommodation is small. The
older part of the building has closets of
an old-fashioned type and the rooms are
too small for the utemsils in them. The
old closets have mo ventilation, but the
hew ones have. 'L'he urinals are o'd-fash-
joned. The sink has a wooden rim. The
new part of the hospital has better ap-
pliances. The hospital hay an odor of car-
bolic acid and so it is difficult to'tell if
there is an odor from ‘the closets, They
are separated from the ward only by a
door. A lobby between would be better.
There should not be woodwork where
water touches it. Galvanized iron or terra
cotta would be better. Ward utensils are
washed in the siak in tlre same room as
the closets. There should be a separate
room for this work. The Hfloor of the
lavatories is tiled and the sides slated,
but in places there are breaks that would
be hard to clean. The flooring of the older
part of the building is of Georgia pine
and is splintered and open. New floors
are of brich and better, but concrete
would be better. The surbases are in some
cases of wood and in some of cement.
There are the usual shrinkage cracks.
The movemeat of the buildihg between
winter and summer would always open
some cracks. The birch floors have been
coated with some preparation. lne other
floors are badly cracked. Wooden hospital
floors should be usually trveated with floor

wax, and as little moisture as ‘possible |

should touch them. The walls are of or-
dinary laths and plaster, painted four or
five feet up and the remainder kalsomined.
Plaster is an absorbent substance. The
heating system is of steam, generated in
two water tube boilers. There is about
8,000 feet of heating surface in the pipes,
and the grate surface is 40 feet, a little
under what is required. Yesterday morning
thiere was a big fire in one boiler, but the
steam gauge did not register. He thought
more benefit would be deiived from a
tubular boiler, such as used on steam-
boats. He opened the air vent on some of
the coils this morning end found them
air bound. There is a very long run to
some of the wards and he thought the
pipes needlessly- coiled and not properly
adjusted. If they were water would not
lodge, but would return to the boilers.
He understood they were not able to gen-
erate any, pressure, but that the heat was
sufficient. The system is such that ome
or both boilers can be used.- The heating
system was put in two or three years ago.
Ft +was planned by an expert from Bos-
ton and installed by the late Mr. Camp-
bell under the direction of the late Mr.
Dunn. The building is a difficult one 0
heat because of the rotunda in the centre.
1t could be floored over at each story aad
the stairs removed to another place, where
they would act as chimneys. There is no
system of artificial ventilation except
through the chinks and walls, and there
is sufRcient -of -that. The few open flues
are of no size in comparsion with the
building. He noticed mnany odors, but
made no test of the air and could not tell
what impurities were in it. The wards
open off the rotunda and the heat of the
radiators around the base cause an as-
cending current, some cf which goes out
of the building while the rest sinks, caus-
ing. currents that scatter the air from
the wards all over the building. The wards
should be as much separated as possible.
An artificial system of ventilation could
be installed giving fresh currents of air
wherever desired. The air could be moved
either by a fan or by an exhaust system.
A supply of warm fresh air would be re-
quired and this must be separated from
the heating system. Mr. Fairweather said
there is no protection against fire. There
are two fire escapes that a man of ordin-
ary strength could carry a person of or-
dinary weight dowa. A fire in the build-
ing would spread rapidly because of the
big central rotunda. He would floor over
each story and put the stairs in a brick
wall. A tower might be built at the end
of each wing.

The grounds are very unsightly. With a
good system of drainage and some ter-
racing the grounds in the rear might be
improved. It would be very costly to fix
the grounds and the retaining walls in
the front must be repaired in a few yehars.
1t avould cost about $7,000 to instal a new
ventilation, system.

Mr. Knowlton—Would it not be cheaper
to tear out the whole interior than to dv
all the things you suggest?

Mr, Fairweather—The ventilating plant
would cost as much for an old as for a
new building, but the walls, joists, etc.,
are good and could be used.

Mr. Coster asked: What is the best

‘ventilated building in St. John? and Mr.

Fairweather repiled that the High School
is the only one with an artificial system.

DR. BAYARD'S LETTER.

His O inion of How Smallpox Got Into the
Main Hospital -- He Suggests Improve-

ments.

Mr. Coster read the following letter
from Dr. William Bayard, who was out
of the city on professional business, and
was in consequence unable to be present
at the session:

“When the infectious hospital was bult
it was a debatable question whether small-
pox could be conveyed through the atmo-
sphere. Some years ago a royal commis-
sion was appointed to investigate the mat-
ter. That body did not decide and asked
for further facts. In Iebruary last, such
facts were obtained as to settle the doubi
that the disease can, be conveyed for half
a mile or more.

“In Manrch, 1898, the legislature, without
the knowledge of the commissioners of
the hospital, passed an act, as appears by
the 52nd section, requiring the commis-
sioners to réceive and treat all cases of
smallpox that may be sent to it by the
board of health, thereby giving two bodies
equal control over one institution, a posi-
tion certain to create friction.

“On the 26th of March last, the pro-
vincial board of health at its meeting i1
Fredericton, passed a resolution asking
the government to repeal that act. I have
not been able to learn what has been
done, though I have made diligent in-
quiry. Doubtless smallpox was conveyed
to the large hospital from the small one,
disorganizing it and costing thousands of
dollars, but not through the atmosphere.
If you think it advisable place the above
facts before the tommission.

“At my age I have no right to expect
that my connection with the institution
can be for longz. My interest in jt induces
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deal to do and no head nurse to assist
me. I think both a superintendent of
nurses and housekeecper are required. At
times the nurses were overworked. The
food supplied was very good. I think there
might have beon better ward equipments.
To Mr. Coster—With the exceptions
mentioned 1 think the nurses did the
best they could. The work as a rule was
well done. Doctor Christie and Dr. Geo.
Addy attended their duties faithfully.

Found Discipline Loose.

Miss Melissa A. Brown, said she was
a nurse in the hospital from 1896 to 1897,
and went back as head nurse in 1898. A:
that time there were sometimes 14 on thc
staff, but it frequently dropped to seven.
We had as many as three probationers at
times. I do mot think a probationer of two
weeks should be placed in charge of a
ward, but I don’t know if it occured
more than once. Juaior nurses were often
placed in charge of a ward. I coasidered
the discipline very loose during my time,
but can’; say who was responsible. When
I was head nurse discipline, was not good,
but I had no authority to improve it. My
duties as head nurse were not defined. I
got my instructions from the doctor. My
duties- always formed themselves, but I
had no special assignment from any one.

The inquiry adjcurned at 9 o’clock, to
be resumed Saturday morning.

MATRON OF HOSPITAL TESTIFIES

Miss Mitcheil's Evidence Taken by the
Royal Commission Saturday.

A hospital matron’s lot isn’t always a
happy one any more than a palice'ma\n’s
—that is when her lines happen to be cast
in the St. John Public hospital, and
doubtless Miss Mitchell, the present mat-
ron of that dastitdtion, realized the fact
on Saturday forenoon, when for nearly
an hour she ran the gauntlet of close
questioning by W. H. Trueman. Miss
Michell unhesitatingly repudiated all tha}
had been said by former patients, nurses
and physicians. Miss Mitchell was not a
satisfactory witness and a little more
frankness would probably have created a
more favorbale impression than the atti-
tude she assumed. In Miss Mitehell’s way
of looking at it there mever was a time
when there was any laxity of discipline
among nurses or physicians, It was quite
as' good two years ‘ago as it was five
years ago or as it is now. In fact there
has aever been a time the discipline was
not! first class in every way. Some of the
physicians who have given testimony have
expressed themselves differently, of course,
and there has indeed been a variety -of
opinion offered in evidence on this sub-
ject. Practically nothing new was de-
veloped along these lines, though th=
chairman frequently reminded Miss Mitch-

me to make some sugestions for its im-
provement,

“I think a stenographist to attend. al
each meeting, who would be independent
of the board, to report all that is said
and done, would be a benefit.

“The institution is seriously in want of
ventilation, no hospital worthy of the
name should be without it. I have been
endeavoring to establish it for years. We
have authority to sell bonds for that pur:
pose. About a year ago I was authorized
by the board to coafer with Messrs.
Boyle & Co., of London, obtained plans
and specifications and there the matter
stands.

“The roof of the building should be
covered with copper. We have been patch-
ing iti for years to no purpose.

“The roof of the operating room should
be made flat, as has been contemplated.

“The hall floor and as many others
as possible should be covered with tile
and dadoed with. same.

“The steam sterilizer should be double
the size that it is, and a room near it
established in which to bathe those who
are brought in having vermin on their
persons.

“The steam heating apparatus should
be so arranged that one room cad be
heated without the rest of the house.

“] do mot approve of removing {ha
sailors. They are mot more nithy iran
others. They are a source of revenue. and
when they are handed to us by fie do-
minion government, it is under the ox
pectation that the agreement was t3 Lo
4 permanent one, or they wou'l not have
been given the existing hospital—a very
good one— to 'the city.

“We are often compelled to receive
consumptive patients, who should not be
placed in the wards with the otlers !
therefore suggest that the third story of
the building ghould be set apart for them.

“The ibye-laws are good ones, and should
be carried out to the lett:r. 1 regret to
say tht sec. 9 of chap. 4 has not been &9
observed as I should like to see it.

“We have not room for more mnurses
without enlarging the nurses’' home. and
they should be taught practical cooliing.
A head nurse is necessary, indeed we
have been endeavoring to obtain one for
months. I think two nurses at a time as-
sisting at an operation are a- mdny as
the hospital can afford.

“The commissioner for the mouth has
been allowed to make purchases of articles
not subjected to tender, with the hope of
saving money for the institution, and be
lieving that they could trust cach other
rather than a stranger, but as i appears
there is a belief in the miands of some,
that he might make a commission oan 0.8
purchase, let us by all mezns emplcy a
superintendent for that vrpyse. 1t will
transmit the responsbility frora the som-
missioner to the superintendent. I am-not
speaking personally, for L bave never
purchased 10 cents worth of focd for the
hospital in my life, that ‘s the chairman’s

privilege.” ell that she had nothing to fear from a
clear straightforward statement of faets.

' Chere was a good deal that naturally es-
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Remarkable State of Affairs--Patierts Dis-
turbed at Night by Noises of Doctors and
Nurses--Miss Hegan's Authority Over-
ruled by Commissioners.

Miss Rose Brown, a former nurse in
the Public Hospital, from 1899 to 1501,
said she was not confined to any special
ward, but had duties in all. Was often
sent to wards of which I had no know-
iedge, and sometimes had no instructions
or written orders and made out the best
I could. I never made mistakes, so far a8
I know, and was always very careful. I
had trouble in getting medicine for
patients and frequently had to wait one
and two days. I can’t tell the reason of
this. That occurred quite often, but it was
no fault of the nurses. I remember the
fate Dr. Morrison prescribing meticine
and it wasn’t procured for two days. I
spoke to the head murse about it several
times. When it arrived the house doctor
took the chert and ordered the nurse to
enter the medicine on it. That would give
the impression that the medicine had been
administered promptly. I have asked for
medicine that was not refilled—have ask-
ed more than once. Patients were fre:
quently kept awake by noises of doctors
and nurses. I know of murses not at-
tending to night duty for a considerable
period and where patients required at-
tention. There were nurses for might
duty.

To Mr. Coster—I was on night duty
myself, and always tried to do my work
faithfully; never heard complaint of not
having performed them properly.

Miss Hegan's Authority Overruled.

Miss Eliza Hegan said she was matron
of the General Public Hospital from 1892
to 1895, Dr. Addy and Dr. Christie were
then house physicians. I was not satisfied
with the discipline as some of the nurses
did not do as I should have liked. I had
occasion to repremand nurses and I re-
fused to sign certificates because certain
rules were broken by them. I considered
them sufficiently flagrant violations to 1e
fuse my signature, The board of commis-
sioners asked me to sign and I refused.
They kaew my reasons for refusing to
sign. The by-law regulating this matter
was repealed and diplomas were granted
without mine and Dr. Christie’s signa-
ture. The commissioners offered no ex-
planation.

Ta Mr. Coster—I refused because the
nurses referred to had visitors too late at
night, for several other reasons and be
cause one of them had a fricnd who was
constantly going into the epidemic hos-
pital. The rule of a superintendent is ab-
solute in other hospitals. I decline to go
further into the matter. T frequently had
to veprimand them for breach of discip-
line. I found ‘that these nurses used to
stay out late at night and come in through
lower door. When 1 discovered this I
removed the key, but they got it again
in some way, aad on occasions used to
get other nurses tto let them in. I censid-
ered this very wrong.

To the chairman—Doctor Bayard and
Dr. John Berryman and Commissioner
Allan upheld me in my - eourse. Dr.
Walker told me to sign the diplomas and
[ deelined. ‘The nurses referred to had
friends in their rooms late at night and
the others complained they were disturb-
ed in studying. L can remember no other
case in which the commissioners over-
looked my authority. F

Shortly after [ left
was not sorry toj

lapse of time and she was unable 1o re-
call much of what the commission wished
to know. One point not hitherio men-
tioned was. that nurses had at one time
been in the habit of putting np med.cincs,
but the ‘commissioners interfered and the
practice was summarily put an end to.

Miss Mitchell was more at home on the
financial question and not quite so non
committal ' as upoa other subjects. = She
emphatically denied having ever received
instructions from the commissioners to
run it upon a close basis and it was not
true that expenses during the past years
were less than under other matronms.

Three nurses were examined but noth-
ing mew was adduced and the inquiry
closed much earlier than was expected
when it opened.

Miss Mitchell's Evidencs,

Miss Fmma J. Mitchell said she had
been inatron for five years. There are
now 16 nurses enrolled, and 13 oa duty.
There are no probationers, but five have
been accepted since the first of the year.
four nurses have been taken on since
February. They were called as the de-
mandd of the hospital required. There
are mow 50 patients in the hospital. She
had never beea instructed by the com-
mission that she was to run things close
and to expend as littie as possible. She
had never made ifj a matter of pride that
she ran the instituticn economically. She
did not know how the smallpox spread.
She was not on duty while Doctor Morcis
was in charge of Barton at the epidemic
hospital. She did not kaow of a patient
who was operated on the day Barton came,
afterwards dying of smallpox. She had
heard scmething like this, but it was only
hearsay and she did not know whethert or
not she heard the rumors in or out of
the hospital, and so objected to being
questioned. Asked if she was trying to
shield anybody, Miss Mitchell said no;
there was nothing to conceal. As a mat-
ter of fact, no patient that had been ope:-
ated upon died of smallpox. Miss North-
rup and Miss Bella Smith were the nurses
on duty caring for Barton. Miss Morris
was nursing a diphtheria patient in the
institution at the time. She did not come
in contact with Barton. Aiter finishing
her diphtheria case, Misd{ Morris returned
to the hospital, and was on duty until
she contracted smallpox. Miss Mitchell
presumed that Miss Morris took all the
usual precautions. Another nurse, Miss
Munro, contracted smallpox. Miss Mitch-
ell did not know how smallpox got into
the hospital. Food was sent from the hos-
pital to the epidemic. Nothing was
brought. back except the dishes. Noae of
these went inside the epidemie, and wien
brought back they were washed scparate-
ly. The food was transierred to dishes
left on tha epidemic Tospital window.
She did not know anything of nurses Teav-
ing the cpidemic hospital while in quar-
antine there, and had never heard of such
a thing. The discipline in the hospatal a
year or two ago was the same as it al-
ways has been. She had been asked Ly
{he commissioners if the discipline was as
good as it should be, and she replied that
1t was as good as usual. She-had been
told there were stories of nurses stay-
ing out late. She never heard of them
having other than lady visitors in ‘their
rooms, and did not believe they ever r-
ceived other visitors. The rules of the
house forbade other than lady vis'ters.
She had frequently given nurses permission
{o be out late. She had never feit it
necessary to call the attention af com-
missioners to the conduct of nurses and
had never thought that nurses had so mis-
u?n‘durten[ themselves that she should

ithhold their certiticates. Some com-
PHlaint had been made that murses were
¥ ssisting in putting up medicine and in
some of the writing. They did this under
the doctor's directions, but the commis-
sioners decided that they should not con-
tinue to do so. As far as =he knew, the
house doctors behaved properly. She never
saw a muse under the influence of lLiquor,
but once had seen a nurse whose conduct

hospital and
| had a great
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it use. Ask your tioned, explained that she had been out
v home and did not feel very well. She
reported that ta the supevintendent, as

she did all matters, but did nof know

what action he took. She remembered
Miss Iddiols calling her attention to bed
bugs. She did aot think it reflected on
the hospital management that! a few bugs
are seen. It would be almost im?ossible
to keep them out, as patients comstantly
bring them in. Miss Mitchell described
how patients’ clothes wre sterilized and
how the patients are bathed. All possible
precautions are taken. Visitors may bring
bed bugs in. Clothing of clean patients
is put away without beiag disinfected.

To Mr. Coster, Miss Mitchell said dur
ing her term she had found the food good.
02 one or two occasions she had to send
bread back. She had also sent meat back
and the butter scmetimes had to be re-
turned. Very little complaint about food
is heard from patients. There is not room
for more nurses in the home. There are
times when the nurses’ work ds very
heavy. The nurses do their duty well and
faithfully. She had heard very few com-
plaints from patients about nurses. Miss
Gooley received very good attention. She
never heard of a patient ringing for a
great length of time without being ans-
wered. The discipline is good and has
been. It is not fair to say that) there has
been drunkenness among the nurses. It
was only on one occasion that she sus-
pected a nurse of drinking. Miss Mitchell
believed the money at the disposal of the
commission is spent to the best advan-
tage. The hospital is kept clean. The
managemeat now is substantially the same
as during the past five years. No frills
have been put on since the inquiry started.
Complaints about the food and manage
ment are groundless. Miss Gooley never
complained and seemed well satisfied.
Sometimes it is difficult to get rid of con-
valescents.

Miss Ganorg.

Miss May Gaaong said commissioners
frequently go through the svards. The
nurses do the best they can to ventilate.
If time will permit every patient gets
a bath once a week and sometimes twice
a week. She did not know of patients
going two weeks without a bath, but
they may have 'when the nurses are very
busy. She knew of two cases of bed
sores. One was under her charge, but
everything possible was done for him.
She knew of patients being without me-
dicine two and three days and told the
doctors. Soiled linen is removed from
the wards in baskets and in infectious
cased disinfectants are used. Soiled dress-
ings are placed in waste tins in each bath-
room and are emptied each night. When
ever Miss Mitchell orders, beds are cleaa-
sed. : : i

Wiss Kellier,

Miss Clara Kellier said sire had been at
the hospital nearly two years. She mever
saw Doctor Mortis in the hospital while
he was tending on the smalipox. Some-
times it is necessary to go from one ward
to another for utensils. Katn ward is
well supplied with 'hot water bottles.

Linen is got from Miss Mitchell, who al-

ways answers her bell promptly.  Some-
times patients do not get a bath evers
week, but they would mot go a fortaight.
She mever heard doctors complain of ir-
vegularities in giving medicine. She re
membered one or two occasions when there
was delay in this respect. She had often
seen commissioners gcing through the
wards and talking to patients.

Miss Flaglor.

Miss Winiired Flaglor said she bad
beea 16 months nursing. She did not
know anything of drunkenness in the hos
pital and had never seen anybody in the
institution drunk except patients. All pa-
tients entering are bathed. She had never
seen any patient admitted without re-
ceiving a bath. She did not know of any
clothing that had been put away without
being disinfected afterwards being found
infected with vemmin. She knew of oae
or two instances when there was delay
in. getting medicine bottles filled. ‘The
doctors told her they were too busy.
Sometimes when nurses are very busy
there may be half an hour’s delay in ad-
ministering medicine. Sometimes the air
ja the wards is bad, due to the absence
of ventilat:on. In cold weather the wo-
men’s ‘ward is sometimes cold at night,
but if the fireman is spoken to heat can
be secured. She had never seen the tem-
perature below 60. The discipline is about
the same as it was when she was admit-
ted and it has always beeg good. She
had never spoken outside of seeing any-
thing improper or unseemly.

To Mr. Coster—Since the quarantine
there has not been any trouble from ver-
m'n. When vermin is seen it is instantly
attacked. She had never scen a patical
who was too ill to bath, but many had
to be washed in bed. As a rule the food
is very good.

The inquiry lere adjouraed until 16
o'clock Monday morning. 1

COMMISSIONERS SPEAK
OF HOSPITAL MANAGEMENT.

Doctors Walker and Daniel, and W. C R

Allan Give Evidence.

The hospital inquiry was resumed Mon-
day~ morning before the royal com-
mission, in the admiralty. court room.
Members of the hospital commission gave
testimony in regard to the past and pres-
ent condition of the institution, but
though about a dozen witnesses nvere call-
ed there were only three heard—Dr.
Thomas Walker, Dr. J. W. Daniel and
W. C. R. Allan. The first witness went
very fully into the finances of the hospi
tal, ity sources of revenue and expendi-
ture. Dr. Walker thought that the con-
dition of the hospital was all right, so
far as an income wholly inadequate to
place it on a par with other institutions,
could make it. The money, in his esti-
mation, had always been properly ex-
pended, and so far as he was concerned
personady he had heard very few com-
plaints.  Speaking of beef the witness
said six centz a pound was the lowest
price paid, which led the chairman to re-
mark that he didn’t ‘“suppose there were
many porterhouse steaks to be had from
that quarter at that price, and that in
order to tackle it a patient would require
all his back teeth.”

Touchivg on the discipline maintained
in the hospital, Dr. Walker said that at
one time two years or So back, he found
that the resident physicians had neglected
their work, and that which should have
been «one by them was left to nurses,
who, in addition to their numerous duties.
were doing ‘that part of the physicians’
work. too. Some of the work was 11
months behind hand. Otherwise the wit-
ness cou'd recall no matter that would
in any nvay reflect upon the internal man-
agement,

Doctor Walker favored ladies having
a voice in hospital matters, which led the
chairman to immocent'y enquire if the
witness dide’t think that ladies ‘‘with
babies to attend to at home would be
better than the other kind?’ Of course
Doctor Walker - favored the present siyle
of management, though the chairman was
at pains to explain that St. John was

unique in its way of running the hospi-
tal, and that the centralized .power idea

prevailed everywhere else.
Dr..J. W. Daniel favored a superin-

be entrusted the purchase of supplies. He
frankly acknowledged that during his
month for looking after things he didn’t
always inspect the purchases or even make
them himself. He thought the food, or
as Mr. Coster had insisted upon calling
it, “the grub,” was all right, but the
method of serving it was very poor. In
regard to discipline he had heard com-
plaints of “only one physician and that
was concerming intemperance and not
carrying out the orders of the visiting
staff.

«1t is impossible to purchase an accept-
able tea at lees than from 22 to 25 cents,
wholesale,” said a tea merchant Mon-
da¥, “and even that would not be very
extra. I notice where one commissioner
said in his evidence Monday, that 16 and
17 cents was sometimes paid. 1 have
put my tenders at that figure and didn’t
get the contract so the inference mnatur-
ally is they have gone even below that
amount.” ° c

Most of the commissioners were on
hand Monday morning, but when the
three mentioned had been heard it was
decided by Mr. Coster, after consultation
with the chairman of the commissioners,
that it would be unnecessary to call them
as it would mean only a repetition of
what had already been said. Should any-
thing occur, however, later on to war-
rant others being called the chairman
said he would gladly afford him every
apportunity of being heard. In the mean-
time the matter will rest for the present.

Dr. Walker.

Dr. Thomas Walker said he had beexn
treasurer of the hospital commission since
the death of A. C. Smith. They can as-
sesy in St. John for $12,000; they have
interest on a savings bank fund, now
$2,500; authority to assess for a sinking
fund for the new wing, and 'a government
grant of $3,800. Other sources of revenuc
are pay patients, who average $1,500, and
sailors, $2,50¢. The board from sailors
has dropped somewhat in recent years,
due to the fact that steamers carry their
own doctors. The balance to current §c-
count is now $2,007.03. There is at in-
terest about $212, balance of the Shuttle-
worth account for the purchase of instry-
ments, and in the Savings Bank there is
a current account of abont $100 and a
sinking fund of about $2,800. The Sav-
ings Bank bequest fund is invested in six
per cent. bonds. It was originally 84d,-
269.38. The total amount is mow more
than $38,000, having tbeen reduced by
premiums on purchasing new bonds, and
they yield about $2,300. The commission
are required to keep this trust invested
in six per cent. bonds. MHe thought it
shiould be kept at the original sum, even
if less interest is secured. The fund can-
not be used for capital expenditure. The
hospital gets most of its money in No-
vember, and so at times has a large bal-
ance on hand and at other times has no
money. Once last year they were abso-
lutely without money. The heating ap-
paratus was paid for out of current ac
count. The expenditure last year wis
more than $27,000, and the income orgy
about $23,000. Another unusual expendi-
ture was the laundry. ‘There are always
improvements that should be made.

To the chairman—He had favored
suing bonds, $5,000 at 3} per cent., for
improvements necessary, ;lbut others ob-
jected. They paid for improvements out
of current account, and then a majority
of the commission did not think théy
coulr issue the bonds to recoup them-
selves.

Doctor Walker said the heating system
cost $6,236.75. The laundry cost about
33,000 more. As far as he knew, the
food had been very good. For the last
three years the receipts have been less
than the expenditures, He thought 1t
very bad policy not to issue the bonds.
The ordinary running expenses of the
hospital, exclusive of capital, are from
$18,000 to $20,000. The roof is "in very
bad shape and needs renewing.

To the chairman—A good ventilating
system is mecessary, but a good superiu-
tendent of nurses is more necessary.
Doctor Walker thought outside counties
hould contribute to the hospital. The
overnment grant is not sufficient com-
ensation for the work done for outsid-
rs. The city and county of St. John is
aying more than its share, and js car-
1g 1ot only for people in New Bruns-
dck, but from all parts of thie world. He
hough the government should increase
ts grant, or there should be a right to
harge the anunicipalities. More money
hould be received from the government
or the sailors, and the city and county of
t. John should make a larger contribu-
‘or. The sum assessed is too little. About
15,000 would be a fair amount to collect
‘n St. John yearly, ‘and there should be
ower to assess for improvements.

Taking up the cost of food, Mr. True-
1an figured that the supplies in 1891
ost 15 12 cents per patient per day, and

the amount paid for baking is deducted
t will be below 15 cents per day- Doctor
Valker explained that many paiient.s are
n a mik diet and cost only about six
ents per day. He was satisfied that what-
ver the food cost, the patients are well
ted and cared for.

. e{‘;‘. tg':;‘mﬁn csea':_i u—:) 11190? the food cost
rom other hospi Y i o ooyl

3 spitals showed much larger
ums‘.lle read statements showing that
xclusive of staff, St. John paid 22 cent\.’
I?.htas, 31; London (Ont.), 95; R Sl
‘mg)_}'la.“(l\[onltma.]), 42; MMontreal Gener-
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Doctor Walker said the . cost . in St
ohn, excluding employes, was about L:ﬂ;
ents. He said it must be remembered
hat supplies in 8t. John cost a good deal
ess tham_m some other places. Doctor
Valker did not know what Mr. Trueman
ought to prove, but if he desired to at-
ack tl}e.kood supply or the quantity lie
mas v“:.l]!\ng to go into the question. In
the United States many hospitals had to
ay 30 cents per pound for beef. Doctor
Valker said the visiting staff is paid be-
ause they refused to attend private
atients without. They were willing to
ttend the public patients. He did not sce
‘hy doctors should be asked to work for
othing.

The chairman said he.did not know of
ny other hospital where the visiting staff
3 paid. He told of Doctor Henderson,
reat Boston surgeon, who attended the
Iasa_(-husetts General Hospital daily for
othing, and Doctor Walker said he did
ot know of hin.

The chairman—That is very likely, but
here are many things that yom do not
NOW-

To Mr. Kpowlton—Doctor Walker did
ot see why the staff should not be paid.
even if no private patients are treated.

(Confinned on page 3, third column.)
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