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BRESSEESEES

IS THIS A SURRENDER?

The startling announcement is made in despatches
from Washington that an agreement has been practically
reached between Mr. Fielding and Mr. Graham, repre-
President Taft
United
States government, whereby “material cencessions have
been granted by Canada,” so that the United States

génting the Canadian government, and

and his Secretary of State representing the

will receive the intermediaté rates on “a cousiderable
“number of articles in which exporters from the United
“States are specially interested.” It is further state®
in this despatch that while some ninety articles are
mentioned in the French Treaty with Canada, the United
States has consented to receive the intermediate on
much legs than half that number, and this is explained
by the remark that in many of the articles, “the United
States has little or no interest. The Washington cor-
respondent states that this arrangement gives general
satisfaction in his neighborhood, as giving the United
States the minimum rate in Canada. Naturally this is
described as a triumph of American diplomacy since
the boon is obtained without a single reduction in the
United States duties on Canadian goods.

Until this announcement is confirmed in some
authoritative way it is fair to Mr. Fielding and his
colleagues not to accept it as a statement of fact. It
it shall prove true that the Canadian government has
made concessions to the United States, for no price but
that of immunity from the maximum tariff of that coun-
try, the extent of the surrender would depend upon the
number and character of articles on which favored terms
are given. There are in the French tariff a large
number of articles which do not figure extensively in
our trade with France, but amount to a great deal in our
trade with the United States, and would amount to much
more if the tariff were cut down to the intermediate or
treaty rate. Among these are canned meats, canned
corn and tomatoes, canned fruits, sardines, garden and
field seeds, florists and nursery stock, candy, confection-
ery of all kinds, photographs, cards and engravings, medi-
cinal preparations, perfumery, ink, china and other table
ware, cement, common window glass, plate glass, and
glassware, silverware, aluminum ware, clocks, watches
and watch actions, cutlery, locomotive and motor cars
and automobiles, iron and steel ware, woodenware, fur-
niture, ' thread, woolen cloths and woolen dress goods, |
carpets and mats, pianofortes and other musical lnstru»i
ments, boots and shoes, gloves and mitts, jewelry, lead
pencils and pens, trunks, valises, leather, velvets, laces
and embroideries, brass and copper manufactures, soap,
and many other staples of trade. It goes without saying
that if the United States has obtained for nothing except
he threat of a maximum tariff, the Canadian reciprocity
rates on a considerable number of these articles there
is good reason for satisfaction at Washington. There
will be corresponding reason for surprise and indigna-
tion in Canada. Equally strong are the reasons for re-
fusing to believe that such a surrender has taken place
or is contemplated,

On the eighteenth day of November last Mr, Fielding
intreduced the bill ratifying the amended French treaty.
A treaty was made two years before and ratified by
the Canadian parliament. The French senate refused

to ratify umless further concessions were made, Mr.
Fielding made them in a new convention, getting no addi-
tional favors in return, and on the date mentioned submit-
ted his new treaty for approval of the House of Commons.

No one was able to show that the treaty as mutilated

was of any great value to Canada. It was certainly not a

matter of urgency since it had been held up some two
years at Paris without attracting much notice in this
country The Payne bill had in the meautime become
law in the United States, and it was questioned whether
the President would not be authorized by it to impose
the maximum penalty on Canada, unless the concessions
made to France by way of bargain should be given
1o the United States by way of free gift. Mr. Borden,
Mr. Foster, Mr. Monk, and other opposition members
suggested to Mr. Fielding that a few months further
delay would do no harm, and there would be time to

ratify the treaty after the first of April, when the gov-
ernment and the House would know how the United
Btates tariff wonld affect the question.

Mr. Foster is thus reported:—"Canada’s trade with
‘France is only ten millions, while that with the
“United States is two hundred and seveunty millions.
*Hardly a merchant from Halifax to Vancouver but
*would suffer from an American surtax. 1 am as strong
“as any one in declaring that after we know the facts
“and see that a certain course is in our interest, we
“should follow that course without regard to what the
“United States may think. But it is the height of ab-
“surdity to refuse to wait until we get the information.
“The treaty has now waited a long time, and nothing has
“happened to the detriment of Canadian trade, and noth-
“Ing would happen if we wasted two or three months
“more.”

Mr. Borden spoke in the same sense. “No one,” he
8aid “desires Canada to take up an undignified position.
“At the same time the ratification of the treaty might
“have an important bearing upon a large section of our
“foreign trade. * * * There is no hurry about
“this treaty. It can be ratified at any time before the
“end of the session and I can see no reason why we
“should not want information as to the attitude of theé
“United States.” Mr., Monk pressed the same argu-
ments and Mr. Middlebro asked Mr. Fielding whether he
would still press the bill through if he thought it would

: {whether it is agreéeable to the great Republic.

rately work out our own. y.
“policy be acceptable to our powerful neighbor,
“all the more pleased, but if it should not, much |
“might regret the fact, I do not see Wi
“justify our taking a different policy. 1
“why we should depart from any line of action which we
“deemed advantageous in our own interest bécause that
“might not be agreeable to the great Republic.” There
fore Mr. Fielding did not think it proper to walt on
Washington until the first of April.

Four months ago, when these words were spoken,
Mr. Fielding evidently did not expact to make one trip
to Albany and one to Washington before the first of
April, because this treaty was regarded at Washington
as an undue discrimination. There {s nothing in his
words to indicate that he expected to go to Washington
with terms of surrender. Whether he has made ma-
terial concessions or not it is evident that the tariff policy
of the United States has ceased to be a matter ¢ Indif-
ference to the Minister of Finance. These Journeys
are not exactly in the way of “quietly and deliberately
working out our own tariff policy” without considering
The
advice given Mr. Fielding by Mr. Borden and Mr, Foster
last November was good, and safe counsel. It could
have been followed without loss of dignity. Nobody
cared enough about the French Treaty to be concerned
whether it passed in November or in April, or whether
it stood over another two years. It was not worth risk-
ing a dislocation of trade with any other country which
did large business with Canada. A delay of a few
weeks to see how the treaty might affect our trade with
the United States would have been ordinary business
prudence, and no loss of dignity, But it would be
quite another thing to ratify the treaty and then go
meekly to the United States to pay a penalty for the
liberty we have taken. The Canadian people may have
their own opinion of Mr. Fielding’s wisdom in rushing
into this unnecessary trouble. But since he has done
it, and has made such a bold declaration, we are sure
that the people would rather see him stand fast and
take the consequences than go to Washington with
apologies and tribute. Nothing could be much more
disagreeable to the people of this country than to find
the United States obtaining gratuitous tariff concession
from Canada when they know that the United 'States
tariff is already more than one-half higher than that of
this country.
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If Mr. Fielding has made important ¢ i te
the United States we do not yet know what they are.
But we know that the government of the United States
does not give, and has no power to give, any concessions
in exchange. All that we get is the escape from a
penalty imposed upon us by the United States because
we have given to France, for a price, certain con-
cessions which we do not give to the United States for
nothing.

MR. ROBINSON'S PARTY AND THE
RAILWAY,

VALLEY

At various times before the late session of the
legislature began, and occasionally since, the organs
of the opposition have predicted a revolt or, dissention
in .the government party in the House. At the be-
ginning of the session of last year trusting readers
of the Telegraph were led to expect a revolution of
some sort. They must have been grievously disap-
pointed when nothing of the kind happened. This
year's predictions were received with less faith, though
they were offered with equal solemnity. The Valley
Rallway was the rock on which Mr. Hazen's bark was
to split. The craft sails on. It is the other boat that
has found disaster. Now we find the Telegraph com-
plaining of the “tame followers™ of Mr. Hazen,

Mr. Robinson’s followers were abs@lutely unruly.
Mr. Robinson and Mr. Copp, who seem to be pillars, and
the Telegraph, which seems disposed to lay down the
law for the government, are apparently helpless to
mark out a policy for the opposition party in the House,
After all the clamor against Mr. Hazen for not rushing
a guarantee bill through last session, and after the
demand that he should this year have a bill enacted to
give immediate effect to the Intercolonial proposition,
we find more than half the followers of Mr. Robinson
voting for an amendment which would prevent action of
any kind before a general election. Mr. Burchill, who
is not a follower of Mr. Robinson, is consistently op-
posed to the government guarantee under either the
Intercolonial proposition or under Part Three, He
moved an amendment that before the province guarantee
the bonds of the Valley Railway the question be submit-
ted to the people. This might mean a plebiscite or
might mean that the question be postponed until the end
of the legislative term. In either case it flatly opposed
the position taken by the leader of the opposition and
by the press supporting him. Mr. Robinson himself,
with Mr. Copp, Mr. Tweeddale, Mr. Burgess, Mr. Upham,
voted against it. But Mr. Labillois, Mr. Sweeney, Mr.
Bentley, Mr. Lowell, Mr. Byrne, and the two Messrs.
Leger voted for the postponement and against their
leader. Thus Mr. Robinson was outvoted in his own
party on the very question which was to divide the
government party. Both St. John county members
have thus declared themselves opposed to any guaran-
tee of bonds for the Valley Railway, to be operated by
the Dominion government or otherwise, until the question
has been referred to the people at the polls.

Now it is clear that the influences behind Mr. Burch-
ill's motion would go toward the defeat of the guar-
antee proposition if it were submitted to a plebisecite.
It is equally certain that if the government were to
appeal to the provinee on the issue in a general election
he and the Valley Railway proposition would be opposed
by Mr. Robinson and his followers In the House. So
whatever may be the meaning of the Burchill resolution
which was supported by a majority of Mr. Robinson's
following, it signifies opposition and obstruction to the
Valley Railway guarantee on any terms.

The appearance of Mr. Robinson and five of his thir-
teen supporters coming to the help of ‘the government

1against the remainder of the opposition and Mr. Burchill

is a spectacle of rare interest. But if the party led by
Mr. Hazen had behaved in the same way the people of
the St. John Valley would have been in a pretty hard
case,

Mr. Robinson may have learned caution from his
experience with the man who gave him false information
about execessive cost of Albert county bridges. The
man who told him was obliged to confess that he made
the statements without having seen one of the bridges
in question. When he had finished his testimony and
the case was complete evén the opposition on the ac-
counts committee found there was nothing in it. Some
complaint was made of the cost of investigating these
false charges. There is no occasion to complain.
Money is well expended which clears up suspicion in
cases of this kind, or confirms charges of wrong doing.
The people have a right to know the facts.

N SONNET OF HOPE

I sald unto my heart; take courage

friend;
No hurt can hurt thee save thyself
alone;
Thy only brother's breast may

change to stone,

Thy soul’'s companion turn, thy core

to rend;

Earth’s utmost space no
word may send,

But only Darkness make a bitter

cheering

moan

Till naught, save Death, may seem
to bé thine own,

Naught left for thee to love—
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Watches, Jewelry,

to defend.

Yet, O my heart! fear not thy chal-
lenger

Nor quail to meet the blackest

packs of Night,

Whether on flowery mead or rocky
hill:

Rouse thou my blood and bid my
pulses stir

To match the Lilliputians sapless

might
With the steel armor of the uncon-
quered Will.
-=John

Jerome Rooney

“My jdear o' time wasted is waitin’
fer a movin’ picter operator ter mend
a film.”

Women in the galleries hissed the
Chicago council when it legislated
against long hatpins. This should
teach the Chicago council that it may
not misgovern with impunity except
in more important matters.

In Pittsburg the municipal grafters
are confessing by the wholesale—and
escaping punishment ditto. Graft in
Pittsburg is in a good way to become
a cardinal virtue,

To mend china apply white lead to
the broken surfaces. Press them to-
gether and tle them in place, giving
them three or four days to set.

The banker whom J. P. Cudahy
trimmed a few weeks ago is now able
to go motoring again. But as to his
present. relish for “coming inside to
talk of commonplace things," nothing
is said in the dispatch.

On a sun baked brick they have
found an account of the flood. Probab-
ly written by one of those whose name
was “mud.” ¥

Police stopped a Marathon dancing
contest in Saw Francisco. In other
words the cops “tripped” the light
fantastic toe.

Two little negro boys were having
a dispute and it wound up with this
unanswerable accusation:

“Yo—why, yo mos’ black ’nuf to
go -naked to a funeral.”

A reader wants to know whether,
in speaking of & concert, it is better
to say, “Miss Gibbs sang a song,” or
“Miss Gibbs executed a song.”

In case like this it is always better
to err on the side of charity.

A British newspaper publishes an
advertisement of & shampoo powder,
“which is, in fact designed to be used
exclusively in the home.” Well, where
else would you use a shampoo pow-

Silverware,

CARLSD VGTI
OF BLACK N

Famous Italian Tenor Has Paid

tection Unavailing.

amounts. The police now

to* attract the brigands to their trap.
Detectives have been

the demand for money.
has been put through “third degree’
sessions, but will tell
has been ordered to pay more money,

have chosen him as their victim.

the victim of practical jokers.
well known, many of the

take the risk of assassination.

band are determined to show

money.
First Demands.
The first’ demands made upon Mr

that time he paid $1,000. It

designated spot by a friend of
tenor. Evidently this
the band and demands
money followed.

It was three weeks

for

the threats

suite at the Hotel Knickerbocker.

Detectives, some from Police Head
quarters and some from private agen:
cles, have accompanied him or shad
owed him continually.

guards than any

few stations.

of these were from jokers,
members of the Police Departmen

Bll-uck I-u:ldehm little ai ty
telling wi were nlnﬂna.
ll:rn showed that

'$2,000 to Band of New
York Criminals---Police Pro-

The police no longer minimize the|sible to prevent
efforts of the criminals or try to con-| would be practised on every Italian of
vince themselves that Mr. Caruso is|means.

As 18
wealthy
Italians in this city are paying black-| Italian
mail to these criminals rather than

Caruso came three months ago. At
is be-
lieved that this sum was left at a
the
encouraged
more

ago when the
more insiste and
more territying. BSince
that time Mr. Caruso has had hardly
a moments peace except when in his

person seeing him
on the street would have suspected.|ihe money markets of the h
{1f he was going up town on the sub-{Anril settlements.
way he would take a train going down
town and then change after going aleq by the week's sale of $50,000,000

During all this e he
hundreds of thrulMu lotmr;.muntnh:

Diamou_i_fi_Rings,

SOLITAIRE, TWIN, TRIPLET,
CIRCLE, CLUSTER, AND PAVE
SETTINGS. TIFFINEY, BELCH-
ER, FLUTED STYLES NOW 80
POPULAR. BEAUTIFUL AND
SERVICEABLE, OFFERED VERY
LOW TO ENSURE CASH SALES.
EUARANTEED AS REPRESENT-
D.

W. Trem_;iu;e Gard,

Goldsmith, Jeweler and Optician.
NO. 77 CHARLOTTE BTREETI

that he would be willing to make a

New York, March 26.—Mr. Enrico|settlement with the blackmailers and
Caruso has paid $2,000 to the Black|buy immunity by the payment of a
Hand. He delivered $1,000 in a lump substantial sum of money, complying
sum and the other $1,000 in smaller|In every detail with the directions of
Keeping|the black hand so that the police
watch on the singer so careful'y sre| would have no knowledge of his sub-
doing so not only to protect hima from|mission.

harm but also to use him us the veit

This is the 'very thing the police are
.| trying to prevent, and they are watch-

unable toling Mr. Caruso for the purpose of pre-
learn how Mr. Caruso complied ‘ith|venting him paying the blackmail as
The tenor|well as to protect him from bodily in-

"l jury. The men who have for years

nothing. He|been waging a warfare against the

Itallans who have been blackmailing

and he seems willing to pay it rather|their countrymen realize that a com-
than to arouse the extortionists who|promise now on the part of the great

tenor would make it almost impos-
the extortion that

The police realize that they are not
matching their wits against Ignorant
criminals, but are pitted

Signor Caruso will leave New York
for Chicago in a few days and will
be guarded on the train and in his
has been guarded in New York. There

will be no relaxation as long as he is
im this country. 4

BOND SALE
AFFECTS
| MARKETS

-| New York, N. Y., March 27.—The
-{dull and narrow stock market of last

-

in succession did he take the same|.t events in the outside world exe

route from the opera house to his was held in restraint by th -
hotel, and he was surrounded by more pe Youble holl

No two nights| week bore little relation to the conr-t
ep!

of curtailment by the double holi-
day and the possible demands upon

against men who are keen and dar-|~
It is|ing.
believed now that the members of this
that
even the great artist and idol of music|open his season there April 3. He will
lovers of two continents cannot afford
to refuse to pay when they ask for|tour of the country the same as he

The money position was 1i

A PAIR OF

GLASSES

looks so simple that most
people would be astonished
to know what an enormous
stock is necessary in order
to make one good pair of
glasses which shall be sult-
‘able to the wearer;—and
we have this large stock.
No matter what style
fens or mounting you
desire—if it has mer-
it we have it.

L.L.Sharpe & Son,

21 King Street, 8t John, N. B.

We are under deep obligations to
our graduates, who by their ability
and proficiency have ded our
work to the public, and have given us
our present standing.

Our aim is to continue turning out
graduates of this class. They have al-
ways been our best advertisement,
Free catalogue to any address.

8. Kerr,

Principal,

Daily Gleaner

OF FREDERICTON,
Is on sale in 8t. John at
the office of THE STANDARD, 82

Prince William street, and the NEWS
Stand at the Royal Hotel.

ber of 1907 in the panic period New
York City made the only other bond
sales on an income basis above 4 per
cent In modern financial history. The
subsequent fall in the priee of the
new bonds begot a feeling that even
the relatively low subscription price
bhad been secured by strained efforts

That the investment situation thus
indicated is a general one, is shown
by other circumstances. British Con-
sols sold down, during the week, to
the lowest price since the depression
of 1907 and with the exception since
the first half of the last century. The
reappearance of the short time rall-
road note issue in the New York mar-
ket was additional evidence of the un-
;lx:l:f,ctory investment demand fer

New York 41-4 per cent bonds.

D ion in the secur-
ities. s“:'n"m high prices of com-
5 axath 1

results of that sale also illuminated
the investment situation in a way not
wholly cheering to sentiment. The
t! first’ impression of the sale was good,

who have for years been fighting the)oywing to the large volume of applica
in{tions and the considerable forelgn de-

mand included,

average sub-

black-mallers| goription price of 101.28 also proved

an intimate ledge of the|ygiher better than the prelimina
tenor’s actions, mu‘gf“\u and|pankers' estimates. The l:mv ma’i
the details of his daily X were immediately admitted to the
To Leave For Chicago. stock exchange to be traded in “when

issued” and the

the feeling on the matter to one of dis-
couragement. The‘ price realized by
an |

fon in rub-
ber and ofl shares in the London stock
market and the widespread agitation
for the wage increases were regard-
ed as different signs of the same un-
settlement in standards of values,

On the other side of the labor ques-
tion satistaction was felt over the set-
tlement of the western fire-
men’s dispute. Hopeful views were
held, also of an adjustment-of the coal
miners’ troubles in the middle west.
The retained its

sag in the pri
were the words, “You may finish your |below the lowest at which nngt;:nt‘: periry

were made on subscriptions turned|at

¢ return
of 4.166 per cent to the investor com-
pared with a return below 4 per cent!

at sales ever |
of 1908, at which time and in Septem-

-
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