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The Baptism of the Holy Spirit.

BV REV, E. A, STONE, D, D.

In this day of religious sentimentalism and various
other things not Liblical, it may not be amiss to examine
the teachings of the Word of God on this vital question,
What do the Scriptures teach concerning the baptism of
the Holy Spirit ? Each of the evangelists in substantially
the sanie language records John's statement that the Lord
Jesus would * baptize in the Holy Spirit and in fire."
The record in John's gospel varies slightly from the
others—viz : Matt 11, Mark 1 :8, Luke 3 : 16, John 1:
33, Luke, in the Acts 1:5, gives us the statement made
bv our Lord to his disciples after hs resurrection. ‘‘Ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days

hence.'
It becomes evident that these statements must harmon-
ize with each other. Here is a prophetic promise ad-
dressed by John to a mixed multitude, in which it is
clearly set forth that character and position in the king-
. dom o¢f God are to be secured 1s a result of the baptism
of the Holy Spirit. Without the benefits of this baptism
there will be no kingdom ; ‘without the effects of this
baptism-personally realized there will be no spiritual
children of Abraham. It is clear to the careful student
that awakening and regencration are to be secured only
through the Holy Spirit as a result of the promised bap-
tism. The Holy Spirit is recognized by John as essential.
And the baptism of the Holy Spirit is in some way set
forth as introductory to the kingdom of God declared to
be * at hand
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Going back to the promise made by our Lord in Acts
118, we learn that he promised power to those to whom
the Holy Spirit should come, or the power of the Holy
Spirit coming upon them. Again it is to be noted that
* being filled with the Holy Spirit is one of the results
1h connection, let us re-
call the promise of our Lord that when the Comforter
should come he would abide with the disciples forever—
John 14 : 16. Here let it be noted that nowhere in the
New Testament—after the day of Pentecost—is anything
said about the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Nowhere after
that time is prayer offered for the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. Nowhere arg Christians urged or invited either
to pray for or expect a baptism of the Holy Spirit. The
silence of the inspired writers is very significant and
should be niotéd. Many of the blessings consequent up-
on the presence of the Holy Spirit are laid before Chris-
tians and they are urged toaccept and use them, but
recognize the Holy Spirit as an
abiding presence and the baptism of the Holy Spitit as a
completéd fact. For eighteen hundred years the Holy
Spirit has been in the worklconvincing the world of sin,
righteousness and judgment For -eighteen hundred
yelh he has been regencrating every soul that looks to
Jesus Christ for salvation. For vightéeen hundred years
his temple has been the redeemed soul and the local
church--for eighteen hundred years he has bestowed all
the power upon every Christian which that Christian
would use, And this he will continue to do until the
coming of our Lord the second tinte without sin unto sal-
vation. The Holy Spirit cannot come, for he is here.
He cannot be poured out, for he is now at work here in
the world performing his tiost holy mission.
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What, then, was the baptism of the Holy Spirit? It
was his advent into the world bringing conviction, regen-
eration and samctifieation. The language of Peter clearly
shows that this is the truth. If was not then a blessing
to he bestowed upon the believer subsequent to regener:. -
tion. He does and will bestow many such blessings—
but 1o one of them is ever called the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. The enduement of power was not then and is not
now the baptism of Holy Spirit. Poweris one of the
results of that baptism, and the use of that power is de-
pendent upon each Christian to-day. ;

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is not then a possibility
to-day, but the realization of his presence is a blessed
possibility, and the use of his power is our high and holy
privilege. The fitness for service and especial preparation
for special service is ours to be desired and ours to be at-
tained, but this is not the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
The continued consciousness of fellowship with Jesus
Christ our blessed Lord and a sense of abiding in him and
he in us our high and holy privilege—but this is not the
baptism of the Holy Spirit. Here let me emphasize that
this is not a mere difference in the use of terms,

It is & difference in conception, a difference in the atti-
tude of the soul—a difference in the conviction regarding
the truth, Put into contrast, if you please, on the one
hand, the Lord's injunction to the apostles to ‘‘tarry" at
Jerusalem until they received the promise of the Father,
viz; the baptism of the Holy Spirit, including, as it did,
conviction, regeneration, power, consecration and holy
living ; anl on the other hand Paul's prayer for the
church in Ephesus that they “ might be strengthened
with power through his Spirit in the inward-man.” Does
Paul ask them to wait or tarry ?

Does he seek or ask them to seek for some baptism of
the Holy Spisit? No, not a hint of any such thing. He
turns them to an entirely different condition of mind and
body. What is it? Analyze the fourth, fifth and sixth
chapters and see—the most intense activity both positive
and negative, as conditions. A united church—a work-
church—a pure church--their homes and hearts governed
by the Spirit—and the individual equipped for service
and going forth to- service. The days for waiting and
tarrying are past, Henceforth it is to be activity,

Two illustrations may help us to understand this truth,
I sat in the parlor of the pastor's home. The daughter
in%he early morning came in and threw open the window-
blinds, 1 said, * Aaie‘ what are you doing?*' ** Let-
ting in God's sunlight," was the  child’s respouse.
* Why did you not pray for sunlight,”” 1 asked, **God
has put plenty of sunshine on the outside of the house,"
said Maggie, ' and if we want it in here we must throw
open the blinds and let it come in."’

Maggie was right. Fault-finding, selfish, indolent,

miserly, hypocrital, workily Christian, throw open the
shutters of your soul, and let the Holy Spirit fill your
soul with his holy power and life-giving presence. Do
not pray for him to come: He cannot come. He is here
now, waiting for you to open and let him. He can not,
in his fulness and perfection, ever come into such hearts
as very many Christians have, He cannot come into
many churches and fill them until they are emptied of so
very many other things with which he has no fellowship.
Do not pray for him to come, but give him room, and he
will come in and bless you gloriously. If the soul is
regenerated, he dwells in that soul, and will never leave
it; but a distinction is to be made here between the Holy
Spirit dwelling in the believer, and the Holy Spirit filling
the believer. Neither of these is the baptism of the
Holy Spirit, but both are results of that baptism. Our
condition is similar in both conditions. It is not durs to
seek his coming. By the Holy Spirit Jesus stands at the
door and knocks. ** If any man opens the door, he will
come in and sup with him, and he with Jesus.”’ In the
name of the ascended Christ, brethren *‘ open the door,”
and let him come in. Do not keep the door closed, and
waste time and strength praying for him to come, He is
liere waiting to come and fill your soul with the sweetness
and power of his holy presence.

Note the second illustration, 1 was om the electric
street car the other day, and I noticed that when the
mortorman needed more fpower. he did not telegraph
back to headquarters, but fully realizing that an abound-
power was provided, he simply turned the lever until he
was able to use the power provided. Thé Holy Spirit is
here—all power is here. The power that brooded over
the chaosin the beginuing, and brought order and beauty
into place. That same power is here to bring order and
benm{ out of the chaos of sin and the ruins of - death ;
.hul Christians are worldly, selfish, sordid--are not mak-
ing connection with the {Jowcr as they ought. They may
be using some, but not all,

Oh, for united churches—working churches—pure
churches—made up of regenerated souls who are equipped
Christians, knowing the work of Geod, living lives of
prayer—then- will they not be led to pray for the baptism
of the Holy Spirit—a prayer which-cannot be granted—
but they will realize the presence of the Holy Spirit ;
they will use his power; they will accomplish all God
wants them to accomplish, and the kingdom of God will
prevail everywhere. Brethren, the Holy Spirit knows
what we need, and in that blessed word which he has in-

lplred, neither b‘\; precept nor example has he taught any
Christian since the day of Pentecoat to pray for the com-
ing or the baptism of the Holy Spirit. He has taught us
to pray in the Spirit and with the Spirit. He has com-
manded usto be filled with the Spirit, and led by the
Spirit, and walk in the Spirit. Baut in no linal: ssage
is there any information that such a thing as gptiuu
of the Spirit will be repeated. It cannot be. When we
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are in the Spirit and the Spiritin us, then is our burial
-with Christ & baptism a Christian baptism, but otherwise
itisnot. The Holy Spirit persomlly then is ever with
us—convicting the siner, regenerating the believer ; and
ren:g to lead ws, to fill us, to eadue us with power, to
teach s the word of truth, tor guide us into the truthi, to
anoint us, to seal us as Christ's own, to reveal Christ to
us; to comfort us in trial and hen usin ptati
These (hings are his blessed mission to usasa_result of
that presence he has graciously ted to Christiaus
ever since the baptism on the day of Pentecost according
to promise. b
se words have been written not in a spirit of con-
t but solely to set forth the teaching of God’s
word on this important question. Thoughtful Christians
realize the deplorable lack of spirituality among churches
and church members. The pgnt of view taken by many
implies that God is to be importaned to send the Holy
$pirit so that this want of spirituality may be overcome
and greater power secured. The implication i8 that God
is withholding until we seek. The other point of view is
that the Holy Sg:r!t is here in all his fulness and has
been ever since the day of Pentecost and that he is im-
portuning us to open our hearts and let him fill us and
ot us the power we need for our work. On that
hristians, teachers and churches everywhere would
realize how so many of us are sinning against God in this
matter. How slﬁemly God waits for us to give up our
love of self and pleasure and gold and heresies; and ac-
cept the * love orthe Spirit * that we may be blessed in
our own souls and going forth to service bless others. No
—a thousand times no. -It is not the baptism of the
Spirit we need to seek—but to arise in the power of that
Holy Spirit already granted and ever present with us and
putting away the sin from our hearts go forth filled with
Lin presence to do his will— ing the grace of God,
knowing the love of God and overcoming the world,
May God help us,—Standard.

* k kn

Danger of . Concession.

The world moves from one extreme to another. Like
a ship; it goes on one tack, and then zigrags ahead on
another, making headway on the whole. Staying too
long on one tack, it loses all that it gains. 5o there are
times of expansion in human thought, when we open
the mind wide to embrace all that is coming toward it,
and ages of contraction when we close the mind around
our new material to make sure of it, The last gener-
ation has been one of enthusiastic reception of new fact
and éxperience. But unless we sometimes close in upon
these things, they will pass on and be lost. The seine
has to be closed and drawn, or the fish all escape. So,
while we cannot but welcome all.the open-eyedness of
the world, and all the open-heartedness of it, there is
danger of its becoming so open that nothing is saved
Mereopenness becomes often mere emptiness,

Other times have seen belief made as difficult as pos-
sible;-aud our day has seen the revolt against this. We
may rejoice that we live and have a part in making
belief less difficult. But we need not close our eyes to
indications that we may, for all our good intentions,
lose as much as we gain. Having made faith rational to
a man, you may, without impertinence, ask him what he
is going to do about it. Conviction has suffered some
discount, and respect for other people's convictions has
appreciated, until we are in danger of dilettanteism,
which has been well discribed as *‘an incapacity for
affirmation.”

Rough and angular and assertive as were our fathers’
convictions, we may be excused for wondering whether
they were not as good as our convictions, which we have
tried to make ag amiable and reduce as near to a min’-
mum as possible. This is not to say one word in depre-
ciation of the noble effort of our time, but we need to ask
the question whether we have not done injustice to our-
selves and to many a cherished belief, It is one thing
to hold views for ourselves, and quite another to insi:t
that other people hold them. Our duty toward them is
best done by giving them liberty without inflicting on
ourselves poverty. In the long run the world does not
thank us for a ‘“‘mush of jon,”” which hast the
the conclusion of nothing, Heartily as we may have
joined in simplifying the demands of Jesus, there is a
limit to this process of minimizing things.

There is great danger that the man who believes the
least shall come to be cotisidered the normal man and the
type of belief, and this catastrophe every thinking man
will do his best to avert. We believe. in the weak
brother, but we do not believe that he should rule the
community. Willing as never before to help him, we
may insist that we shall not help him by coming down to
his outfit in either faith or habits. The inevitable result
of this is a weak social and spiritual life,

There are two classes of weak brethren; those who
want patience and help to get up to where their stronger
brethren are, and those who can see no millenninm save
in reducing their stronger brethren to their condition.
This is ** the millennium of Moab," as Dr. Bushnell calls
it. It is one of our sorry experiences to find how much
concession on our part some men will take without mak-
ing a step farther for themselves. Spiritual poverty must

make concessions if the world is to be better,not spiritual
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