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Tuz Newton Centre Baptist church
has just closed its first financial year
under the weekly offering system. The
receipts have been $3,000 more than by
the old pew rental plan, We have not
heard of a case where the weekly offer-
ing did not increase largely the income.
And yet few of our churches have adopted
it. Why? <= The antifederationists
among the Methodists of the “nl are
most d ined in their opp to
the removal ef Victoria University to
Toronto, When ground was about to be
broken for.the new building, action was
stopped by an injunction at the instance
of the town of Coburg, whioh had con:
tributed to the University on con-
dition that it be located in Coburg.

===z The colored Methodists of the
’-lou'.h number 400,000. They control all
their own affairs, with po help from the
whites. They have missions in the West
Indies, Mexicovand Africa, and give over
$2,000,000 anpually for the support of
the Gospel. 8o says Judge Turgee, in
the Forum. This is a fine showing, ——
“Qur pastor is a very good man, but."—
Now desr brother stop right there. Let
that “but” end what you are going to say.
So advises the Cemfral Baptist. We
should say, stop before the “but.” Bay,
“our pastor is a very good man,” and let
that end it. = At the gambling halls
of Monte Carlo, $750,000 were won from
vietims in two months, and nearly a
soore of suicides took place. The whole
world is moved over the enormities of
this buginess. Here is the rum trafflo,
however, which is wasting millions and
slaying thousands each year, and yet the
people are careless about its blight and
curse, There is & very thoughtful
article in the Chioago Standard from the
pen of Principal S8impaon of St. Martins.
‘The Standard terma him one of the ablest
of the graduates of Morgan Park.

We read in » contemporary of a certain
minister supplying & pulpit, and the re
“the congregation was
well entertained.” Is this meant for a
compliment ? weus The Montreal Wit
ness is sarosstic over the course of some
political papers, snent the Jesuits bill.
Ope minister, snd he a_ forsigner, »up
ports the bill, and, immedistely be is
quoted as represqnting Frotostant senti
ment.  All the hundreds opposed to it
sount for nothing It ia the sanie way on
the prohibition question,
-

mark s made,

Tuung Ovrems... We hope that many
may be stimulated by the afier of Bro. Har
rington and of the Sisters and Bro. Man
sing to bacome ove in the number to
Let
wll wha have means hoar these as calls
from God for them to do likewise. What
» grand thing it would bw, if all the eontri
butors required to make up these thou
wands of dollam would be -fortheoming !
Why could not this be done t
enough to do it, sheuld all do their part
%hall it not be done ?

make up the vagious sums almed at

There are

. Apwisston.—The Daily Telegraph,
of London, England, Lhas given its readers
some reflections ou immersion. As all
who do not wish to brand themeslves as
ignorant must, it concedes that Bap-
tists ean plead the meaning of the word
and the oustom of the primitive churah
for their practice; but it thinks i
unfitted for nnrth« o climates.
who are opposed to immersion are hard
run for arguments when they can find
no better one thap this. It is well
known that the practice of immersion is
not attended with injury in cold climates
any more than is the taking of a bath. It
is also evident that an ordinance which
depends upon its form for its significance,
must lose all meaning when changed
from immersion to sprinkling. Are we
then to hold so lightly to our Lord's com-
mand and regard the significance of
baptism as of such little consequence
that we may cest them aside for the sake
of saving ourselves.s very little incon-
venience ?

—P'rooress. - Dr, Dowling has laid »
statement of doctrine before the Dutch
Reformed church of which he is to be-
ocome pastor. When he left the Baptist
denomination, avowedly because of its
-tﬂct ion, he declared himselfin

Those

than risk the controversy which insist-
ance upon the truth would ocoasion ; and
it may be pre-eminently wise to substi-
tute for the ordinance commanded in
the New Testament, s coremonial of which
the New Testament is altogether silent.
Evidently he djd not leave the Baptist
denomination any too soon.

— REasoxanik—Dr. Ashmore closed
an address in Ohio with the following ap-
peal :

It is in your power to do great things
for Christ! Learn from politicians to
ghn and organize. They spare nopains,

ut strain every nerve to elect an earthly
ruler. Shall we' not spend and be spent
to enthrone Christ in every heart ?

How unspeakably strange it must ap-
pesr to our Lord, remembering as He
does, what He has done for His people,
when He sees worldlings more earnest
about their little short lived plans and
ambitions than His redeemed ones are
to' please Him ‘and advance His great
work of saving men from eternal death?
How does your life appear to the cruci-
fied One ? brother, sister.

s Axorugr View.-The following oc-
curs in the report on Missions presented
to the California’Baptist Convention :

We have further reason to rejoice in
the honor the Lord is constantly placing
upon us as & denomination, in the prose-
cution of this work in foreign lands.
From the first we have been leaders in
many essential directions. Comparison
of our work and results will be of encour-
agement, and we hope will seem to no
one invidious. The figures are the last
published for the year 1887-88:

¢ e :
¢ 2 § 3
H £ 24 2
Denominations 9 e 18 7
g g &4 %
A g8 23
l'm.mu rlan , $901,15%0 503 811 J 2807
Methodist BTN 327 505 2,711
on.r«g.u-m-! M T2 B0 4,8
1nt. 10, «m

BN 261 6e2 0
2

B phnpnn»m 180962 104

From these figures it will be seen that
though we stand near the foot of the
list, aa respects the amount contributed
to the work, we lead the list as respects
results in the conversion of souls.

Yes, but how wonderful it Is that such
great blessing does not stimulate our
people to more generous giving. At the
same time, how dear our principles must
be to our Lord, that He will for their
sake, give such a blessing to those who
wro 8o sluggish and unfuithful. It must
be remembered, however, that the sam
mentioned sbove is the @it of the North.
orn Baptists alone.

-

Boston Letter,

A AUNDAY IN NEw YORK.

It is always & pleasure 1o visit Calvury
Baptist ohurch and listen to its able and
oarnost pastor, Dr. MoArthur, The ser
vice as conducted by the pastor and
joined in by the people, was spiritually
stimulating and refreshing. The order
of servioe was 80 out of the ordinary that
it will not be out of place to refer to it
Maybe it will be suggestive to some pas
tors who have not' varied their order for
Doxology ;
3, Responsive reading of Pualms; 4,
Hymn of Adoration; 5, Apostles creed
and Lord’s prayer in Msnuon, 6, Singing
by choir; 7, Seripture lesson ; 8, Hymn of
praise ; 9, Prayer by pastor; ll) The ‘l'en
Commandments in concert; 11, Hymn;
12, Sermon ; 13, Prayer; 14, Notices and
morning offerings; 15, Hymn and bene-
diction. The whole service lasting just
one hour and a balf.

The SBunday-school numbers over 1,000
scholars, with Chinese and Italian depart-
ments. Dr. MoArthur gave notice that
» collection of $31,000 was d on

10 yoars. 1, Innovation; 2,

bright monthly “Buds and Mq"
say “Amen.”
THE WREK IN BOSTON.

The 25th anniversary of the Trement
Temple Sabbath-school was celebrated on
Monday evening last. One of the most
pleasant features of the gathering was
the presenting to each child of a beauti-
ful bouquet, according to“thé bequest of
Mr. J. Deshon, who gave $30 for fi¥a
years for Bka purpose. The Sabbath.
school at pefsent numbers 86 classes, 91'
officers and teachers, 1,188 scholars,
with an average attendance of 851.

The 44th annual meetmg of the Boston
Iénptilt Bethel was also bel 11ast Monday
evening in the Bethel. The Treasurer’s
report showed that over $5,000 had béen

that all bills were paid, and $40 cash in
hand, The pastor, W. J. Swaffield, re-
ported that 806 services” had been hoh‘l
during the year, 22 added to the church
16 by baptism, representing 10 diﬂ'eﬂﬁ{
pationalities, and 0 by letter. Total at-
tendance atithe church sefvices, 60,050,
an increase of nearly 15,000 over previous
year. Total number of services 19,575,
increase over previous year of -over
6,000. Retween 50 and 60 seamen use
the reading room every day, 278 free

spent in Bethel work during the yeury

Mrernln( \‘nlr !mm "lllnge
Its Surroundings.

STAR STUDY,

OUR KOLAR ATATEM.

No. 3.

Now, let our thought be directed for a
few mowents to each great member of
pur solar system. For a few moments [
say, because we shall soon discover that
your village is but a small part of the
world. It must not receive undue atten-
tion.

Behold then the Sun, too dazling
bright even ay 92 millions of miles for
human eye to bear. Consider again its
wmnass, 700 times that of all the planets
combined, its dismater 10 times that of
Jupiter. Tt revolves on its axis in 25 to
26 days. Owing to the enormity o its
mass, gravitation on its surface is about
27 times as great as on the Earth. If you
weigh 150 Ibs. here you would weigh
4,050 1bs. there. Bound together as all
the members are by the Jaw of gravitation
the Sun surpassing so enormously even
the combined masses of all other mem-
bers becomes the chief regulator of the
velocity and cirouite of all its attendant
bodies. Far off Neptune makes enor-
mous hes in the di of the re-

lodgings, 1,788 free meals, 274 \’
and about two tons of reading matter had:
been given to seamen. The  seaman
missionary reported over 13,000 visits to
shipping offices, boarding houses and
vessels.

A new departure has been made at the
Bethel during the year, viz, an effort to
reach and evangelize the masses around

placed Mr. W.J, English as pastor’s as-
sistant for this special department, and
he has done a vast amount of good work.
Thirty thousand people live and linger
within five minutes walk of the churchy
representing 19 nationalities. Ninety-five
per cent, of them are Roman Catholics;
2,826 visits have been made to these
families: 55 children, mostly Catholics,
added to the Sunday-scheol and s large
number added to the regular services.
)hnylnve been converted and will soon be
1$ Indust hild

‘gions  beyond, but is always steadily
brought back and made to follow the
beaten circle of his 164 years. The Sun
is & despot, but a despot with so just
and well regulated an administration as

T
ight as to Iw invisible
mall but exte~ding bright.
35 millions of miles from the Sun, its

Meroury
Being only

in very |

orbit is contracted indeed.
its chariot wheels around its ring. The
ancients knew it well, though they had
no telescope, but it requires the most
favorable conditions to see it with the
unaided eye,
of course quite often, the average inte:
val being less than ten years.

Taking the street again we call on |
Venus, near midway between Mereuty
and Earth, She is near our size,
of the most brilliant objects in  he
tem. At her best shn
seen by the unaided eye in the day
time. Her transits across the Nun are
events of the profoundest importunce to
our study of the heavens, because they
furnish data for measuring the distance
of the stars. They have occurred in a
regular cycle four times every 243 years
for many centuries past, Fourintervals |
composg this cycle—103] years, 8 years, |
121§ years, and 8 yoars. I'wo have taken
place in our century, the firat: Decern
ber 9, 1874; the second December
1882. The next comes June 8, 2,004
that is 121} years after the last one.

A most pathetic incident is related in
connection with the.transits of June 5,
1761, and June 4, 1769. Among the
observers a Frenchman sent out
by the French Academy to the East
Indies. War with England prevented |

It passes across the Sun

and one
v
can be distinotly

5 |
%

was

to render his governments perfection it-
self. He takes no counsel from his at-
tendants. And still his sway is some-

the church. The Baptist Social Unio] What held in check by the same law of

gravitation asserting itself in the lesser
bodies which draws them gently back
from too near approach to him and helps
to preserve the even tenor of their or-
bits. In the matter of heat and light
His despotism is.still more absol

From no other source do we receive
light and heat in sufficient volume to sus-
tain life on the earth. We may therefore
affirm that we are absolutely dependent
upon the Sun for our contibuance in be-
ing. But how equable his rule, how un-

P ial sohool for s
free concerts by the various Baptist
churohes of the city on SBaturday evening
in the Bethel church, Sunday gospel
praise services, efo., ote., have dome
much to attract the people, and thusthe
plain gospel story, so new to most of
them, has held them. The way to reach
the masses has been a simple one, viz,
“go for them." If needy, help them.
Eight hundred and forty garments have
been given to the poor, who thus bhad
clear proof thiat these were Christians
who desired to help both body and soul.
The sociaty voted an additional $500 to
the pastor's salary, as an appreciation of
their value of his services. Waromsax,

Boston, May 9.

S e
“In Remembrance of Me.”

If there is any situation this side
transition when the disciple has a well
nigh oelestial opportunity to realize the
golden environment-of the Sheckinah,
that time and plgoe is certainly at our
Lord’s table, There, if anywhere, we are
able to fully mocept the control of the
Spirit. For the time we may almost lose
consciousness of all that does not har
monize with our highest views of Chris-
tian duty. We may not altogether for-
get the drawbacks of the flesh. Butas
heart and mind become absorbed in the
sublime import of the Supper, with a

the following Sabbath, the amount stated
being required to pay all debts on church
and mission buildings.

The rest of the day was spent in Lower
New York, where for nearly two years
pastor Avery, formerly of Halifax, N, 8.,
is solying the problem of how to reach
thie masses. The Home Mission Society
of New York City was some time search-
ing for the right man to place over the
iniportant but difficult work at the Mar

iners’' Temple.

In their recent report they state “That
plenty of men could have been got for
six, seven and eight hundred dollars, but
they felt that such men could not fairly

with his old d i
lt-wnontho question of baptism. Now
he says of baptism that itisaq

their society, and that they
hnd better pay two thousand or more to
& man who, with brain and heart and ox-
i would prove that they did not

which “in bo remote way has any refer-
ence t0 character; a question which, in
comparison with the bitter controversy
it has engendered during these centuries,
is of utterly minor import.” On the sub-
jeot of infant baptism, the New Testa-
ment, 80 far as be oan see; i’ absolutely
sifent, ::r.ﬁ. 1 convinoed that “the

all that I impliod therein in ‘the way of

ture and sdmonition of the Lo.d, is pre-
wise.”. That is to say, as soon.

mnn 40 play at mission work among the
poor.” Such a man they found in Bro.
Avery. His work has told and is telling

fresh appreh of our Elder Brother's
love, there may descend such a flood of
faultless light that the black shadow of
sin is very nearly pushed out of sight
beyond. the mountains of memory. This
first water brilliant of Christian transport
may be a usual experience. There is no
renon why ‘we should not so prepare

before ip in the
sacred ordinance M when we come to !
the mystic feast our sduls may be quite

ready to receive its bl

The eloquently symbolic service, if
rendered as the King eommands, never
fails to give us strength for long strides
in our journey toward the all glorius
Ultimaté. Soul windows are cleansed
from the mists of doubt and fear, which,
in ordinary experience, gather alltoo fre-
quently. And thus regenerating radiance:
through a true medium, may shine forth
to those who for the first time shall know
its eternal life imparting influence.
At the present time, when the Lerd s

among the of different nationaliti
who come in larger numbers than ever
to the Temple service. He with his de-
voted wife and faithful workers are, by
word pnd deed, preaching the gospel to
the poor, and giving to many & poor soul
who had lost sl self-respest, snd inspir-
agion and determination to turn their
thoughts snd steps upward instead of
downwacd, godward instead of devilward.

the | God bless and prosper them in their work,

and let their frionds and readers of their

bl

g so many of our churches with

large ingatherings, is it not & favorable |’

varying the of his bounty, how
exquisitely is that bounty adjusted to the

s a part of the physical system in which
wa find ourselves we are utterly depend-
ent'an abody 92 millions of miles beyond
vur reach for the heat and light that
imake Earth livable upon. For how long
bas the Sun poured that flood of light
and heat on us and our neighbouring
planets? Ever since man began to_in-
habit the Earth, and we know pot hLow
many millions of years before. How long
will he continue to pour that floed upon
nus? The former question relates to his-
tory, the latter is & practical one; and
back of it is another question, how are
| its light and he t generated, and does
|tlm outflow thereof lessen the capacity
| fat contindande thereof? Adopting the
théory that the Sun's heat is kept up by
the contraction resulting from its out-
flow Amo space, it is calculated that at
i3 his dismet.

delicate texture of our being. ConsidersdH ;o

his hing his desti: ation time
for the transit of 176},
sea on ‘the day it occurred,
so far from home he determined
to stay the cight years. Ife stayed. The
longlooked for time at length came June
4, 1769. Every detail
attended to, thée was n eloudless sky,
as there had been for days previously.
But just as the transit began, a sudden
storm arose and the sky was covered
with olouds. When the storm cleared
away the trapsit was over. It was two
weeks before the illfated Frenchman
could hold his pen to tell hix friends io |
Paris the story of his disappointment
Away and away now down the avenue, |
Whom do we meet, one fourth clothed |
with field and forest and ocity, three.
urths o'vrspread by ocean, her dry land
towering betimes nto lofty mountains
and intersected all over by vast lakes
and rivers, the ocesn ever being drawn
into the atmosphere, aver descending
censeless rounds, the suriace of its land
thence into theriver, ever fox'ng thence
again to the ocean, 1o repest its
filled with all mannér of animal being, its
ocean swarming with illimitable myriads
of living beings great and small,and con-
spicuous above all living creatures in sea
or on land being man, made in the imag.
of the Maker of all things and appointed |
here to have dominion o’er land and sea, |
and all that in them is. Why, this is
Earth, important to man, but still a very
humble member of the ‘solar czmmunity.
Yrouse.

in
He was at|

Being
|

He was ready.

. -
— Bro.' Davigs, in a letter to the |

iy l:pum itud
would, in round numbers, diminish
& mile_in 25 years, or 4 miles a cen-
tury. It is estimated that in five millions
of years the Sun will be reduced to one
half his present volume, and it is con-
sidored “ quite improbable that the Sun
can continue the radiation of sufficient
heat to support life on the Earth ten mil-
lions of years more.” Reckoning back-
wards on the same theory it is considered
improbable that the Sun’s supply of heat
was reduced just to the capacity to suit
the Earth more than ten millions of years
ago, What proportion of the Sun's heat
o we receive, think you? It isasl to
2,170,000,000.» What is the Sun composed
of? The problem is in process of solu-
tion. Profoundest study, most skilful ob-
hervntion, are lavished upon it. In the
preusnt stage of inquiry the statement
“may be ventured that surrounding the
sun, lies an exceedingly thin material
substance called the Corona, probably
camposed of'minute particles vaporized
by the SBun's heat, and rising, from one
10 300 thousand miles. Next inside this
|radiant halo is the Sun's atmosphere,
composed at its surface principally of

“fhydrogen, but ihteriorly of metallic

_vapors, and within these outer surround-
ings is the SBun itself, 860,000 miles in
diameter, composed, strange to learn, of
gaseous matter, “so that our great lumin-
ary is nothing more than an immense
bubble,” though all the world to us. On
o member of our systes is greater study

Canadian Baptist, gives the following in- |
cident, among others, on & preaching |
tour. [t shows both the difficulties and
the encouragements of the work :

On Sunday evening we heard of a
whole village who were thinking serionsly
of becoming Christians, and that the
munsiff’ would like to see the mission-

In 87 dayi¥e

| across the border”

W.B. MU
« Arise, shingd for thy Ught (s come

Extracts from the minutes of the regu

lar quarterly Executive Board Meeting

n lLeinster St. church on Wedneaday,

May 8

Thero was wl nunrber of the mens

bers present. The Master was in our
midst and we had & heavenly sitting to
gother.

The treasurer’s report showe

third

| that the

quarterly instalment, #% had

| been paid over to the Foreiyn Mission

Bowrd,

There wure communieations from the

president, Mes, M. W. Williame, Dart
montl; Mea Churchill, Bobbili; Miss
| Grey, Binilipatam, Indie; Miss Wright,
Chioncole, luding Miss Nettis Fitoh,
Boston; Miss May, MoDonald, Toron
to; ltev. D. G. MoDouald, Toronto ;
Rev. J. H. Doolittle, Ewmerson, Man
tobs, and Miss Awy Johnston, Dart

mouth. An application frogm Miss Nettie
Fiteh, forwerly of Wolfville, for appoint.
went us & missionary o India was taken

up, and after acareful discussion she was

| unanimously recsived for recommenda

tion for appointment by the Foreirn
Muwsion Board, with the suggestion that
that if appointed she be sent out to Indis
to Mr. and Mra. Chu:chill in Bobbilli, thik
autumn,

Miss May NeDonald also applied for
appointment to [nais; which awplication
was also unanimously recetved for moom-
for appointment by the
Foreign Mission Board with the sugges

mendation

| tion that il received, as she is young, she

be requested to take a medical courve of

| study previous to golog to India.

Au application from J. H, Doolittle,
seoretary and superintendent of the
Munitoba Home Missoinary Soclety, for
#250 for the support of & ministeron the
Manitoba field during the summer. |his
was favorably considered and comphed
with us fur as possible.

A committes composed of the three
provincial secretaries, that prrt of the

| Executive Board residing in Fredericton,

together with the correspanding secre
tary, was appointed to inake all arrange
ments for the annual meeting to be beld
in Frederioton in August

R

Huving been privileged to attend the
meeting of the W. B. F. M. Society, held
in Brooklyn, New York, in April, a few
notes by the way may not be uninterest
ing to your readers.

The work ocgupied two and a half
days, the morning session beginning with
a prayer meeting at 9.30, the only
breathing space allowed being that neces-
| sary for lunch and supper. Oursisters
certainly have that
stick-to-ativeness so often recommended
to Sunday-school teachers. The meet
ings weré held inthe Pierrepont streat
B. church, a handsome building, capable
of holding 1,500 to 2,000, and this was
filled morning and afternoon, and liter-
ally packed in the evening.

A particularly interesting feature was
the meetings held on Tuesday afternoon
and evening before the more formal
business commenced. This was called
the secretaries’ meeting, ani was very
largely attended. A number of questions
which had been puzzling to thése workers
during the year had been sent in to the
Board, and wero now taken up one

Aary, 80 at midnight we folded our tent
like the Arabs and.gently stole away. |
We crossed fields and forded canals, and |
our oxen were often stuck in the mud ;
still, at six o'clock in the morning, we
were at the place. We soon surmised |
that something was wrong, as the muosiff |
did not put in an appearance all day long. ‘
Finally we entered the village and |
began singing and preaching, when be- |
hold a crowd of women were seen coming |
from the worship of the goddess. 'lhq |
were wild with terror, as they had- never |
heard the missionary before.  They |
thought they were all going to be taken
by force and be baptized in the tank, All |
of them were soon at their work, pound- ‘
ing rice and winnowingit as hard as they |
could. Then, as we went on with our
singing, they drove the pigs and cows
into our midst. They shrieked and
yelled and scolded the preachers, aml
finally induced the men to go and wor-
ship the goddess. No the women are
leaders in religious life even when it is
idolatry. .We were determined not to
be beaten, so we sat and sang hymns for
an hour and a half until the tumult sub-
sided, and. as they gatherod around we
reached Chbrist Jéesus as the sinner's
1end with all our power. We told
them how far we had come to tell them
of the way of life, and how badly they had
treated us. One after another began to
ask our forgiveness, and sai-i they were
sorry, that they did mot know anything ;
that had done wrong; we must come
apain and they would learn the way.

|

{
|

= The Gospél Hymns Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4,
and 5 have reached = sale of 16,000,000
copies in this country, and of 27,000,000
in Englapd, 43,000,000 in all. This is said
to surpass the sale even of Webster's
blue-back spelling book. The most widely
ciroulated books are religious and educa-
tiongl. This is an encouraging fact.

by one and discussed. The value of this
| meeting could not be overestimated, and

‘mum must have received an impetus

which would tell on the work through-tlie
coming year.

On Wednesday morning the proceed-
ings opened with a prayer-meeting, as
indeed did every session ; then came the
address of weleome with the president’s
reply, and then the event of the morning
—the report of the corresponding secre-
tary. Those who have he.rd any of Mrs,
Gates' reports in the past, will know
that justice cannot be given to it in
mere notes. One thing ﬁu Gates is to
be congratulated on, she has plenty of
materisls. Four missionaries whe were
under uppou\lm-m at the last annual
meeting, had gone to the foreign field,
and two young ladies had been sent as
{heir first representatives to China. Unly
one of the foreign workers had been
called home to the higher servioe, and
the outlook for the coming year was
most favorable.

At the Home for Children of Mission
aries in Newton Centre, overything wus

rosperous. Faur of the ohildren had
Eeeu baptized this last year.

T‘ho past had been a year of atringency
i ial cireles and y socle
uu had felt the strictures, but Mrs,
Gates adds: “Trusting you, Jar sistors,
your Board made in its schedule last
July larger w rintions than ever
before, and dn‘;':.&?m demands larger
than ever have come,adding fully ome
half toour first gifts. Otherr u-h are
before us now, which prove
requires more, and oar sucoess ml be
our embarrassments unless the abund-
ance of our joy—few of us would dare to
add our deep Jcmly—ahﬂ abound
unto the riches v lberality.

A.B.J.

(To be continued.)
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