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| It sin’t much of a fortin’,

A Mother's Lament.
BY LILLIAY A TOURTILLOTTE.

A group of roses in my garden grew
With daws p:-k petale; and their sweet

@ ddv?:d wy heart it plmcnt.nnnnyd:yl,
Ot nighta of shadowy gloom.

But one among my blossoms fairer seemed,
And statelier far Her perfect peuh,
white, e
Inhale | the fiangrance that her visters give,
And grew, each day, more bright,
Thus every flower that in the garden
bloome |
Turoed o this favored one,with ballowed
love

- y
case, from pmpies | And (bus she grew, and raised her heart of

ol
To greet the sun above,

Hir sisters were conlen’, snd proud, tha

she
Shou d be of all most regal, stately, rare
And tried 1o shield ber from the storay

blast,
Or croel, chilling air.

1o other gardens [ could see the fowere
Laid low beneath the wind, that, sweey

ing past,
Tore bud sl blossom from their parent
*tem,
To whirl them on the blast.
But mive still grew axd blossomed, and the
1orme
Ouly enbanced, for me, their fragrance
eweet,—
Till one more deadly swept, and threw my
own
Pa'e queez-rose at my feel,
My heart stood still. Her sisters all bowed
down
Their heads in grief.
hid his face,

While all the flowers wept for beauty lost,
Arnd for departed grace,

The bright sun

Again her sisters raised each grief-bowed
ad

end,
And made once more my garden sweet
and fair,
Yet still T mourn, nor will be comforted—
My queex-rose is not there!

Proving the Promises.
BY LILLIAN GREY,

“ There’s only a half a-dollar lefi now,
Dan’l 1"

“ Dear heart! Well, I've been expectin’
to hear that for some daye. Half-a-dollar;
is it? But the

Lerd’s rich ; we must hold to'that.”

“ Yer; s’ low of folks is rich too, but
| that don’t help us any. [ re’ly don’t know
whrt we're goin’ to do!”

o * Jest this, Eunfcs: *‘Trust in the Lord
an’ do good, an’ nnlf thou ¢hall be fed.”
That's pluiv enough ”

“Yon've ay» got some Scripture
ready, Dav’l su l’don 't want to say nothin’
| agin it, but do be practical emough for

| once to Lelp me plan. I want to git things

enough with that fifty cents to keep ue
| alive & few deys looger, M»V'ly Now
{ what shall T buy 17
“Well, now, lrt's see,
veed 7
* 1) ar kvows, tiere’s #0 mapy thiog:l

We s’ got nnhn.’ in the house but &

Hit'e t 5, w0’ m[u su’ nl\u: well,
| there's walt, au’ epice, an’ & few such
| things that a o't very susiainin’ food ; an’
| =e'er out of ker'seer, Yoo koow e haa
io the dark last night, an’night

What do we most

o et
| afure ™
Toe od man =at silent & few moments,

| it wae & dark outlosk surely—old, lnme,

|

| Fve-c'ean 19t my ccurage, Dan’l!

snd poverty-ricken,

* Well, wife, i"m dreadful sorry you're
| brought to such  strait, but you must jest
buy 'cordin’ to your means; git some of
xhr cheapest (pings au’ the most nourishin’,
su’ mebbe by the time they're gone we'il
hear {rnm Biles.”

Ve've been ¢
mooths, father.”

“ Yes, I know, but [ ain’t gin up hope o’
hearia’ yet; sn’ he knows |§e money he
sent must be gone by this time.”

“ Well, we aiv’t never told him that
what he nndn s all our livin™; he donl
dream of that ; an’ r boy, be’s more’'n
lHkely to be dead out in that wild west
country , there such drudlnl things - hay
peoin’ out there all the time.”

“ Ne, no, wife! I can’tgive in to that
Like s+ not he’s on his way home, an
waats to surprise us.”

“Well, he’ll bave to come 'fore ancther
week goes by, cr we’ll be atarved to death,
n' lhrn he’ll be the one tha's su J;pnuod

“ Now don’t dearie! Mebhe there's a
letter in the « ffi e this very minnit,en’ you
aek soon e ever you git to the store. Too
had you've go! to go out in the cold, an’
be wind Ylows 107 ; better tie my com
forter round yenr neek. Wish you could

sayin’ that for three

Rorieibpernpumilng

!

.
J

| make ber hum

18w oo ts deft

t there were no aleigha going to the
orvers,” srd the old lady plodded on
ver t¢ long ha!f milé, while her husband

| wnrched her ax far 3 he conld #pe her.

Tuere was no letter in the office fo verify
| his hepefal predictior, snd with ‘8 heavy
beart the disappointed mother turned t

Kle purchases. A ‘guart of
beans, one pound of rive, and two of corr
meal, & half- pound of butter, snd fwo
candles oomprised the list, and there were
I is jast possible th

| wome of the packages overweighed, but if
| they did, that was the storekesper s own
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Commis fon Merchant

fair
Unele Dan't,  » hie was oalled every
e, had never run in debt in bie life, and
nad no though' of doing it sow in the hour
w'remity | bovest aod proud be hnd
and would be to the laat.
I you're nigh beat out, ain'
" be waid 10 his wife on ber return
Setrglt down by the stove; we gol &
»mM good fire auyway. An’ there wisn'y
w letter ! Mam ! Well, I guess ther,
will be one pext week, or else the boy'll

oome himeelt.” -
80 t'ie old wen talked b ly 12 Nis
m-d Sat-
irday clesning, grew more cheerfu'; and

wife, who, intent ou her

«ben they sut down to their Inte dinner of
bean pori iige, with dessert of boiled rice,
hey grew quite merry over it, like two
shiluren ae they were

“ [ re'ly bliieve, wite, I an%ik down to
the meetin’ to day; it wonderful bow moch
detter my lameners i
* Well, father, dc j +t an you feel sbout
t, but it wou!d be o dreadful pity to over-
1o agin.”
* Yes, that's s0; bat h'; been & power of
hn cense [ went, an’ I Jfuess I' can

3
«tand it. Wc'il atart early, au’ mebbe we'li
gits lif partif the way. I do miss the

meetin’s beyord all tell'’, -’l eus the
Lord'il help me to enjoyin c‘;: Tve
been kinder prayin’ alosg h my mind
about it.”

When they were ready to start be said :
“Don’t forgit the collection money,
Eaunice.”

Good land slive, Dan’l! Are you olean
crazy that Jou waat 10 give away your very
Just cent T

“] dunno as I'm craszy, but 1 tbcn;hl
you ssid there was eleven cents , a0’ 1
guess we can afford to give s penn; lpam
out o’ that. T'd be ashamed enoug

o the Lord's bouu, an’ not. put uu-th\-
in the basket; an’ so would you when you
think on it.”

“1 ain'c bv;rndpd it when we’ve had it
1o give, buldun r to me this ain't no
time ivin’ ;" but with a calmness born
of despair, she went to the buresn-drawer
took iwo cents from the limp little
rekﬂ book, and handed one to her hus-

*There! 1don't know asit makes sy
difference how the last of it goes. It ain’t
enough to bave any words over, aa’ I don’t
waot to get myqindoll riled up jest s I'm
but it does seem to me
bun hovest an’ hard-
wmhn all his life, an’ dh;l doin’ an’
givin’ beyond his meaas, an” hangin’ onto
the | romises a8 you have, ought to bave
some good come 10 hm: "fore ever he’s dead;
but instead of thll, it’s lose afier loss, an’
trial after trial.”
“ Now, wife don’t git down-sperited;
there’s ;ood shead on us yet— some om it
& comin’ right now, for Deacon Bailey’s
drivin’ down the hill an’ beckonis’ for us
1o come an” ride. He’s & thoughtful creeter,
bless him 1 »
The next morning Mrs. Bailey said to
her husband: “Somebow, I feel worried
about Unolé Daniel and his wife. I neticed
esterday how old ani worn they Jooked—
{nu\rd in fact. You don’t suppose they're
in uxﬂwn' do you?”
lly, I haven’t given the matter s
thought ; but he’s had & bad spell of lame
nees, you know:”

“ Yen, but she looks worse than Le does,
if nnylhmg

“ Well, their son ¢ends them money;
he's dmng quite well out West' now, so
Uacle Daniel told me some time ago, and
they hope he will come home before long.”

“But Aunt Euanicesaid yesterday they
hadn’t heard from him in 80 long that they
were mmg worried,”

at’s 100 bad ; but the old folke are
not without funds nyhov, for I tock up
the collectlon yesterday, and they both put
in money.”

“ Oh, then of couree they’re not in need.
I am eo glad, for I was getting quite trou!
led about them”

But st the dinner-table Mra, Bailey ¢aid :
1 bavent got over my worry about
Uacle Daniel’s folks yet ; they've been on
my mind all the morning, snd I think he’s
Just the kind of & man to give his very last
cent 10 the Lord, and enjoy doing it ; and I
do believe dh!y‘re in need of some of the
comforts of life, I wish I knew just
what 7

“Now, what a women you are to jump to
conclurion 1,” laughed her husband ; *‘ but
if what you fancy is true, how are we go-
ing to set the maiter right ? I dou’t believe
Uscle Daniel could cocept charity very
gracfully ; he's the most sensitive man I
know ”

“ Yer ; but he might be grateful for help
if the giver was unkoown ; weé must think
out some plan.”

* Give 'em n surpriee party,” suggested
Harry. “1eaw her ‘over st the store
Saturday, buying some beans, an’ she got
two candles.  Taiok of it! Bhe eaid they
wanu's o dangerou: il, but ahe paid tor
what she got, any

“Imight put & barrel of visions on
their doorstep after dark,” sald the Dencon.
“I remember they had & few vegetublos
planted in the yard, but of course it was no
supply for the winter; so, - wife, if you
think best we'll mace up » barrel rull
out of our cellar.”

“And do putin wome butier " said
Harry, who was an extravagant lover of
that article. “ Aunt Eunice bought the
littlest pat of it you ever ree-~not more’s, |
want to one meal, It's awful 10 bave (o
skimp on butter

But when the things “‘ that could go
[Jast as well as not” were brought forth, it
was found needful to use two barrels ;  for
apples and potstoss were abundant in the
Deacon’s cellar, and the owner way gener
ous,

“ Bat how will the old ks ever get
them in the house ?” said he as he carried
them up the cellar stairs.

% HuPpnu T bappen down there a little
after 7 saic  Harry, who )ad entered
who'e-hemted into the packing  *‘ Make
up rome erraad for me, can's yo. 7”7

“T wight mnd some of my frait cake
and & mnrv- eaid hie mother Aunt
Eunice #ould uke that - jst a neighbor-
Iy kindnese, 1 presume.”

“ All right; you're a. famous ]nnnrrl
Won’t it be fup 1o see the old people’s won-
der? Fity it's past Christmas; then they
might think Banta Claus had come sure
eough. However, I'll tell them that he
got belated.”

The old couple sat in the frelight that
evenir g talking over their affairs, Uscle
Daviel being a8 neua! the hopeful ooe,
although he was auffering much pein in
consequence of going into the adjaining
woods to gather underbrush, having the
privilege of nnrr all be oared to oallect,
and the smount Iaid in sarly in the season
was near'y exhansted.

* Huvin’ thet firewood s0 handy is o
wonderful blessin',” said the old man
* na’ the Squire fikes 10 have it got out of
the woods, 00, He's » olever man, s the
Bqu're,”

“ But it nigh kills you to gether i, father
special when you're %0 lame; but we've
ot enough on hand now o last w long ae
that'll be

otber things do, as’ then—well,
the end of our housekeeplog far s | oan
wee 1"

“If the worst comes 1o the worsl,™ said
Unele Duul flaally, * I must see Squire
Lee, an’ aee if be o e wore
on-the old house, dau‘ o me ae it
it might be worth » trifl -!‘u *e mort

now oo, beis’ there's no back interest.

'ears a8 if | oovlda’s bear we should
ot of it~ -not till our beavealy mansion t

for that move, wife; an’ these

®ot ready for ne; we must be sure u'

t »fiotions—"
Dan’l I Ain't there somebody
n o ! B

# comin gate

*Tdou' hear nothin® but the wind. A«
I waa-rayin’—'pears meif 1 did hear a
kind of & Jound, Eanoe”

“The dear land | What would a body
thiak to fod 9 without & , single I'ght ln
the house 1” But before +he ocoula

from ber chair, there come a knock on the
door. s

*Meroy me, I can’t open it till Igits
light I”

Bat her hand trembled, and match after
match flared up, sputtered, and went
before one performed ite mhnhn
when she at last opened the door, there
were words of apology on her lips for th
delay, but when she saw two barrels onl
standing before her, she was dumb witl
surprise.
“ Wh;
Who's

“ Nobody—that is, lunelhlng | jest come
bere a minnit, can’t yo I

Uncle Dsniel hobbled to the door, and
after the first shock of wonder was ever,
looked out to the road for some sign of the
bringer, but all was deserted and silest,
save for & merry whistle which seemed o
be drawing nesrer.

“ Toler'ble beavy load for the ravens to
bring, wass’t it 7 said be, aa he sitem pied
to move one of the barrela.

“ Bomebody {s a-coming now, Dan’l | i's
Harry Bailey”

“Yer, is me sure enough; but hey
What's the mnt\gr here ' You ain's mov

, whatever's the matter, Eanioe 7
ere 1

-o but—well, the faet s, we
don’t re y ha- the mennin’on't nru'vu
These ere barrels has come han all of »
suddent, an’ we don’t know 'l , nor how ”

“ Well, ain’t that jolly ¥ by, Usele
Daniel, they must be -ﬂu.~ one for
each of you, with

bor,
hm.m 'in the faith-cure. His firm

The Prayer of Faith.
whom I will call John

oonviction is that the prayer of faith will
restors the sick 0 heal h in oll casen. I
was talking with him the other day, and
be quoted, of course, that familiar passage,
James 61 14,15, ﬁ. #aid ; * New, if .we
were pot 80 --bolbv —if we could Jast
claim that g0 and pray when
ever anybody s u.ﬁ—«-- oould not only
save many nluMo lives and o deal
of saflering, but shut up all the drug s\ores
“51 drive® all the dootors o seek some
ower way of making s living.”

“ 10 serinioly doss seem 00, I replied,
i your in Men s correct. But all
depends -r what we understand by the
prayer of faith.”

COf couree I doen | but Uhere sss be no
differencs of oninion there. The prayer of
falth in that offered by those who lake God
st his word, who go 10 blm sad elaim the
restoration of the ik o healih boosuse
be has promised sueh restorstion 0 those |
who avk iL" !

“T% sounde guiis pleansible ; bot let |
o Jook & listle farther. We must wie
reason bl common sesee (o uterpret
the Boriptures.  Owr Baviour said, * As
wod yo Shall reosive’ Did he mean thal
whatever anybody ssked for he would be
sure bo get T I & toper asked him, very

know it's Valentine’s Day,
roll them in for you out of the oold ; sad,
Aunt Eonice, here’s ove of mother’s famous
mince pies; she made such a lot of 'sm
to-day. But my! her listle present fmm’t
nowhere compared with all this!” for
Uncle Daniel bad the barrels uncovered,
and was gazing at the contents in spesch-
less wonder, while the candle shook in his
hand. Harry turned to go, and Aunt
Eanice got her wits together sufficiently to
thank bim for the pie and for hie assistance,
and then closing lr door, attempted with
her shaking hands t0 help unpack the
barrels, There were vegetables of all
kinds, spples, a roll of butter, generous
pieces of corned pork and beef, and a sack
of flour,

“1T hope you ain’t been a oo-phmn to
nebody, Eunice I'’

“Indead I ain’t!
that, Dan’l!”

* Yes, yes, so 1 did |
perv!ded for us, sartin.”

““Well, ain’t that what you've alwnyl
been a-eayin’—that He would pervide ; an’
now that He’s gone an’ done it, 'you're jest
as wonder-struck as you can be. Them
ain’t no store things neither ; they’ve come
from eome farmer that has been wrought
npon in his mind to do it,” and poor Aunt
Euoice sat down and cried.

“ Don't,don’t,dearie I” said her husband,
“* Now don’t go to feelin’ like that, Why,
P'm eo bappy an’ thankful I don't kmow
what to do.”

“80 be I; but there, I couldntho]p
cryiv’, I was o overcome. Do you s’pose
8i e bad nylhmg to do with it?”

“No, it don’t seem 80 0 me; it ain’t
noways likely as we’ll ever know where
thcm things come from or who brought
‘em ; eo we'll hlve to give thanks straight
10 the Lord, an’ they won’t go amise.
tell yov, wife, His promisen is sure |’

“An'l hopo an’ pray He n {org\ve me
for bein’ 80 slow to believe ’ 'em,” eaid she
penitently ; “ but thioge di | look so des’pert
dark ahead, an’ no light comis’ from no-
wheres ”

“That's jest the time to prove the pro
mises true, dearie.”

Aunt Eunice dried ber eyes, and, pleased
a8 sny child, proceeded to look the articles
all over a A

You kmew better'n
Then the Lord’s

“1 tell you whet, Daa’l, we'll bave a
regular old - fashioned biled dinmer to
morrow. Won't that be good 1

| *Indeed it -will, an’ i'll be' & Thanks-
givin' dinner, 100.”

Aud then, regardless of dyspepsia and
disturbed alerp, the old couple ste »
geoerous lusch of minoe ple, frait cake
and apples, and sat and talked half the
night

The next day was very stormy, but
Deacon Bailey had an errand to the “ Cor
vers,” and stopped oo the way home.

“Here's a lotter that bas just come,
Uncle Daniel, I brought it right slong,
thinking you might not get over to day.”’

“Oh, 'm powerful glad you did.
from BSilas, the dear 1" Do set do-n
Dencon, while we read it.

I'he letter contained & mouey order snd
many loving messages; but, best of all, the
assurance that he was coming home in the
epring to stay, having saved enough to buy
a nice farm.

“I'm glad to hear that,” said the caller.
“ Can I be of any help to you in the mean
time ?  Jack can bring a load of wood.”

“ Thank yov, thank you Hndl’y Deacon !
We’'ve enough st present | we're amezin’
comfortable, un’ now we’ve heard from
Silas we're happy. Surely goodness an’
meroy follers us [”

They had the ** biled dioner,” avd it was
truly eaten with thaokegiviog, and grati-
tude to the uuknown giver, for in the
gnilelesaness of their child-hke bearts they
never suspected that the barrels came from
the Deacon’s.—Zion's Herald.

Lovg.—Love makes drudgery delightful,
Love outruns law and leaves it far behind,
Not to be sb'e and permitted to serve is a

palty. The question is not, ' What must

do?"” but “What may I do?” To give
pleasure is its jov. [o grieve its objsct is
to grieve itself. Love is the seoret spring of
the believer's ligh and this makes him
often pass in the -mld for an eothusiast
Tt stope st nothing ine of diffioulty

buy rom, would it be sent 0 him? We
all believe that (here sre becessary don-
ditions and limitstions In these promises
It there were nol, God would ocease o
govers the world, He would become »
mere pasderer 10 wen's losts. And ae
thoss lusta would sonfliot, we should soon
have a fearful soene of obsos and con
fusion, All turns upon what we mean by
faith.  Faith is trusting ie somebody
Faith in is what gives efficacy 1o
prayer, But wheo we trust in God, what
do we wean by it? Do we mean !
ly snd good—that he is able
to do saything for us that we ask him to,
snd that he Joves us 80 thel he will do n
when we ask, just as & fond, indul,
mother will give her petted and -pmled
child whatever it cries for? Of couree
not. We confide in God's wisdom ae fully
a0 in his power and love. We have faith
is him not merely becamse he has all
er, but becanse he knows all things ~

e sees the end from the beginning, he ean
tell’ what ie best for us and for the world;
and because he is 100 just and too holy to
do what is not the very best thing to be
done under all circumstances. Now, let
us apply this to the case of the sick man
whom you#mpon to restore to health by
Eﬂyu by is ke sick? God could

ave kept him in health if he had ehoeen
to, notwithstanding his own impradeoce,
But that man has violated some lav of
nature and he must suffer the penalty ; or
he needs sickness as a lgml\u dmlphnr
to wean him from worldlioess, to remind
him that he is mortal and ought to prepare
for death, Now, in prostrating that man
on that bed of weakness and pain, is God
wise or upwise 1”

“ He is wise, of course; I de not deny
that sickness has its nses.”

“Veryr well. Then tell me just how
much sickness ie useful? That man has
been in bed two days. The fevsr will not
bave run its course for & week. Bat you
go there this aftersocn with a few who
understand the Apostle James just as you
do, snd you koeel down in that mine's
chamber and pray to God to raise him up.
What do you mean by that prayer ! Why,
if you expeot an immediate snswer, you
mean that b the Lord was wise in
sending that sickness it ls nelther right
nor wise nor good In him to let it contin
any lovger. You propose to limit the i
pentation just when you choose to. Ynu
set up, therefors, your wisdom in o
tion 1o that of God. You say, ‘ Lord, we
come 1o thée in faith, We believe in thy
power and in thy love ; but we believe in
ourselves aa well ae in thee, We believe
that we know better than you do jast when
this disense should be rebuked and this
rectored to health. Is that prayer
animated by faith in Goi? No, for it
ignores that condition of all true prayer
siated by our Baviour in Gethsemdne,
‘ Neverthelees wnot wy will but thine be
done’ If there is auything that God
-pooully abhors it is tnnhnz in ourpelves
instead of trusting in hi; nd the more
insidious this trust the more dangerous it
is.” You faith-oure men seem to have
great faith in Gol when you go to him and
ask him to restore a sick man to health.
But you ask in such a way as to show that
you want to take the control of the cass
out of hia bai ds into your own. Trne faiti
in first of all reverent. It bows in adoration
before God aund criee in deep humility, ' T
koow pothing. I sm nothing, I come
utterly weak avd igoorant, and cast myself
at thy feet. O hear me in thy great mercy,
snd grant that which I ask, but only if it
seemeth good in tky sight’ T believe in
praying for the sick, and that God often
gives special answerstio such prayers. But
I do not believe that he ever intended to

ut the absolute control of nichm in the

ande of any finite being, { ides of
prayer is thatit is going ‘o God always, lnr
all things, e & child goee to a father,

in w1 ex of our coofidence in hun
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