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A LADY'S SKIRT WHICH PRODUGED A
PECULIAR EFFECT WHEN PHOTOGRAPHED

Stealing Incident Worthy

of_:'the Hero of Kopenick

---Count Boni’s Creditors Strenuoulsy Endeav-
oring to Make the Countess Pay His Bills,

PARIS, Del,.15—According -to all ac-
counts the theft of Gobelin tapestries
from the Chateau of Comte Berthier de
Wagram near Thionville, was more
daring than the theft recently commit-
ted at the Rothschild chateau and the
trick played by the thieves- savors
greatly of the methods of the now far
famed German Kopenic
made the soldiers of the German army
aid him in robbing the mayor. The
story- is that two men whom nobody
had seen there before, arrived at
Thionville and hired three of the best
cabinetmakers in the town saying thht

they had been commissioned = to. take.

away some valuable tapestries from

the chateau for which they neéded the:

most expert hands, and showed letters

purporting to be from Comte de Wag- !

ram. They proceeded accompanied by
these skilled workmen to the Chateau
~de la Grange owned by the Comte and
{which contained some valuable collec-
tions of furniture and tapestries. They
showed ' their “letters to the servitors,
the chief caretakers being absent, and
were allowed to proceed. They ordered
the workmen to take from the walls
several fine panels of Gobelin tapestry
worth $25,000. It was done with great
precaution and after the tapestries were
carefully packed they had them taken
to the station. ‘When the chief care-
taker returned from a shooting excur-

sion in the evening he was surprised at |

what had happened and immediately
telegraphed to Comte de ‘Wagram in
Paris. The latter answered that he had
given no such order. Meanwhile the
thieves had found a suitable train and
had left with their valuable acquisi-
tion. The railway employees say that

they took the-train for Ostend and it

is now believed that they are now en !

route to America, ° . X

Even after her death Mdme. Lea
D’'Asoo, the “Belle Heleno,” of Nice is
.bound to give rise to legendary tales.
The latest report while it distinctly
states that according to the official in-
quest there can be no doubt but that
her death was acidental, adds that the
financial troubles to which she had re-
cently been a prey were also dispelled
and tha¢ she had just come myster-
jously into the possession of an im-
mense fortune,’ A large number of peo-
ple, so the story goes, saw her with a
saichel full of bank notes. Many say it

contained at least $100,000, but no one -

knows what became of the money. She
went to her notary to deposit the
money but he was busy and asked her
to return the following day. On that
day, however, the unfortunate lady met
her death by falling on her revolver,
being shot through the heart. Only $156
‘were foand in her possession Jand -nd-
‘turally the stories regarding ‘the shoot-
ing and the loss of the money  have
‘called forth no end of comments among
the people of that particular neighbor-
hood. /

An unusually interesting case which
has been dragging the way through
the French courts is that of an actress
at the Palais Royal who was suing for
divorce, and whose husband attempted
to charge his wife with misbehavior
because she had herself photographed
in the presence of a strange man with
her skirt falling off. The photograph
was exhibited in court and aroused no
end of .curiosity, even on the part of
the judges. But the actress succeeded
in proving that the alleged misbe-
havior was only apparent, that the
photograph lied and that the skirt had
been guilty of perjury. The actress in
question produced the skirt and tri-
umphantly demonstrated that the de-
ception was due to one of the folds
and the light. She accordingly won
her case. The judgment says: “Con-
sidering that the attitude of the wo-
man in the incriminated photograph
{s absolutely proper, and if the skirt,
as alleged, appears to be falling down
it is owing to & deception caused by
the folds due to the way the skirt is
made, and also to a peculiar effect of
the light, as has been peremptorily de-
nionstrated before this court.”

But one of the newspapers in com-'

menting upon the decision in this
strange case facetiously declares that
the decision reflects rather badly on
the creations of some Parislan dress-
makers. It is suggested that ladies in
the future will do well to look twice
at the effect their dresses may have
when they have to have their photo-
graphs taken.

Another unique case which has been
dragging through the Parisian courts
during the past few days is that of
Mme. de Semo, who led a French “mis-
gion” in Morocco a year ago, and who
was captured by the Pretender and
was sentenced to pay $1,000 damages
to two men who accompanied her. She
was also condemned to one year’'s im-
prisonment in connection with her ad-
ventures and her misadventures but
with the benefit of the first offenders’
act.

The woman herself held up the
plaintiffs to ridicule before the court.
«They told me that they believed in
‘pacific penetration’ as a policy,” she
said, “and when we were attacked by
the Pretender’s horsemen they ran as
fast as their legs could carry them,
leaving me to be taken prisoner with
only three pennies in my pocket. Was
it my fault that the poltroons. ran
away? And now they have the im-
pudence to prosecute me!”’

And one of the Russian newspapers
commenting up on this particular case
«@ys that it would anmear as though

captain who’

the gentlemen really had ought to have
been fined the $1,000 for deserting the
“lady” fn her hour of peril. .

..Creditors of Count Boni de Castel-
lane, realizing that the divorce has left
him practically penniless, are making
.a tremendous onslaught upon the late
countess and dare disposed to hold her
responsible for the debts. They are
bothering her in all of the little ways
which the law permits under those cir-
cumstances. In one of the recent suits
brought by the creditors Maitre Miller
pointed out that the countess benefited
as well as her -husband by the lavish
-magnificence of the Castellane house-
hold, of which he drew an amusing
picture. All Paris knew the powdered
lackeys who used to line the great
staircase on days of reception and the
gold laced porters who stood as sen-
tinels before their .mansion in the
Avenue Malakoff. The gilt coach in
_which the couple in the days of their
splendor drove from the railway sta-

tion to. their chateau is still the talk of !

peasants in; the surrounding .country.
The ceiling alone of the bed room.in
which the countess still sleeps, he
pointed out, cost $160,000, and its fur-
nishings $3800,0000. Hence Maitre Mill-
erand concluded she was just as ex-
travagant as her husband and ought
to ‘be held jointly responsible with him
in the eyesof the law. Maitre Jacob-
son pleading for the Zeigler creditors
-deglared that when the count was
driven to despair by his crelitor it was
M. Zeigler who came to the rescue
again and again and paid the debts of
the couple, and the countess could not
now be absolved from all responsibil-
Ay, -

WHOLESALE POISONING
.AMONG HUNGARIANS

—_—

cIﬂlshands and Wives Disposed of Their
Pértaers at a Cost of 5 Dollars

VIENNA, Dec. 15.—Five men and two
womeén have just been'arrested at Knez
in the Temesvar district of Hungary,
on the charge of having poisoned their
wives and their husbands,

Martha Petromany, a woman known
as the “poison mixer,”” was
placed in custody on the charge of
ha_vi_ng _sold them the poison in the
shape of arsenic to commit the mur-
ders.

A judge who has been investigating
the cases now reports that there has
been wholesale poisoning in this district
and further arrests have been made.
Catherine Biber is accused of poisoning
her rson-in-law because he was 2a
drunkard anq‘ also her parents in order
to obtain the family estaté. Indeed,
the favorite method of settling any
difficulty in this particular district
appears to have been by the poifon
route.

Vassa Ardelean is charged with
poisoning a wealthy window, an aunt,
whose sole legatee he was. Lanka
Royok is charged with poisoning her
husband because of some domestic dif-
ficulty, Nicholas Glass is accused of
poisoning Anton  Brgu in order to
marry his widow and Julia Fuiesnitch
with poisoning her elderly husband in
order to marry her young lover.

The poison in all cases is stated to
have been provided by Martha Petro-
meany, who is alleged to have charged
five dollars for a ‘prescription in each
case. The *“Poison Mixer,” might
have escaped even up to the present
time if the attention of the police had
not been directed to the remarkable
chain of deaths through the medium of
an anonymous letter.

B

GIRCUS MEN IN DEBT;
ANIMALS WENT HUNGRY

S

Were Left for Days Without Food and
Fought With Each Pther,

MILAN, Dec. 15.—A. the int2rna~
tional show which has just closed here
there was a so-called animal theatre or
exhibition where lions, tigers and
Polar bears gave performances. The
owners of the show were recently in
financial difticulties and had recourse
to the legal tribunals, but the poor
animals were left for days without
food. Finally they became wild with
hunger. Growling terribly they flung
{hemselves against the bars of the cage
in which they were confined and began
fighting each other. Nobody dared to
approach them until Prince Molfetta,
who is well known as a lover of wild
animals, was appealed to. He provid-
ed the starving beasts with food, and
after the hunger had been appeased
he placed them in separate cages,
where it still remains to be decided
what shall be dana with them.

also |

MANY MURDERED
FOR INSURANGE

s

Police Endeavoring to Secure
Evidence From the
Accused

et

Attorney for Defendants Claims Police are
Using Undue Influence to Secure
Gonfession.

CHICAGO, Dec. 14—Charges that
“sweat box” methods are being em-

ployed by the police in the examination
of Herman Billek and his wife, and
that Assistant Chief of Police Schuttler
is endeavoring to overcome Billek’s
hyppotic power by making use of the
same power in an effort to wring a
confession from him, are made by At-
torney O. C. Koler, representing the
defendants. He threatened to go be-
fore a judge of the Circuit Court and
ask for an order transferring the pri-
soners from the- custody of the police
to the sheriff.®

“This man and his wife are being
held without legal process,” said At-
torney Koler, “and I will not stand
for their heng threatened or intimid-
ated. The police are resorting to
“gsweat box” methods in their effort to
make out a case, and if they continue
it I will have my clients taken from
their custody.”

A picture taken in Cleveland show-
ing Billek and his wife in their for-
tune-telling robes, #flow in the hands
of the police, strengthens their belief
that the woman has knowledge of all
| of Billek’s schemes.

Detectives in the employ of the
Metropolitan Insurance Company, and
in the fraternal societies to which
Mrs. Rose Vrzal belonged, and in
which-she was insured for -$2,000, add-
ed their efforts to those of the police
today to uncover the past life of
Billek.

The detectives are working on the
theory that Billek has for years car-
ried on a scheme of hypnotic murder,
with the result that the insurance
companies have been victimized for
thousands of dollars.

In the opinion of the police Billek
is a shrewder criminal than Johann
Hock, and it is the belief of the police
that if they are ahle to trace his past
life it will reveal a startling record
of murder, the primary object of
which has been the collection of in-
surance money.

The last Vrzal child to die, Ella, 12
yeas old, was insured {in the Metro-
{ politan Insurance Company  for $135.

This has not yet been paid, and it will

be held up until after the Billek case

has been finally passed on. The in-
surance of Mrs. Vrzal's life has also
been held up, and detectives in the
employ of the Knights and Ladies of

Honor and the Catholic Order of For-

esters are assisting the police.

Mrs. Vrzal had an insuramce of $2,-

000 on her life, which in a hastily-

drawn up will she bequeated to her
| son Jerry and her daughter Bertha.

Of this amount the Knights and
Ladies of Honor and the Catholic
Order of Foresters hold each $1,000.

An insight into the past of Billek
was obtained when it was learned by
the police that on October 20 two at-
tempts were made to asphyxiate Ella
and Bertha Vrzal. This fact was call-
ed to the attention of the police by
Dr. E. F. Napieralski, 618 West Nine-
teenth street.

The physician said that as he entered
the house on that day and found that
the children had been overcome in a
bathroom, where they had been sent
by their mother.

8he physician said that as he entered
the door he met a large heavy-set
man hurrying away from the house.
He said he was in such a hurry that
he did not notice the man’s face, but
it is the belief of the police that it was
Billek, and they are working on this
argle of the case {n the hope of con-
necting the hypnotist with what is
r.ow believed to have been a plot to
kill both children at once.

“I am convinced that
straight case of murder,” said Dr.
Napieralski. “When I was at the
house Mrs. Vrzal refused to aid me,
said no physician was needed and re-
fused to go after medicine. She also
. refused to open a window to let out
{ the gas bumes, and I had finally to
i threaten to break the windows.”

“Another clew on which the police
are working was given by Lieut. Wil-
liam O’Brien of the New City Station,
which indicates that Billek poisoned
others than the Vrzal family, making
seven deaths now chgrged to him.

The information in the hands of the
police is to the effect that Billek hyp-
notized a young Polish woman and
made her believe he intended to
marry her. He did not tell her that
he was married and had children.

The young woman is said to have
had several hundred dollars saved up
which she turned over to Billgk, and
together they went to a furniture
store at Halsted and Harrison streets.
While there the young woman is de-
clared to have dropped dead as she
was examining some furniture. Her
name has not yet been learned by the
police, but several detectives are run-
ning down the clue. >

Assistant Chief Scheuttler examin-
ed the boy “Jegry” Vrzal, and declares

this is 2

SUIGIDED FOR
FREE ADVERTISING

An Unsuccessful Author Plans
an Original Scheme.

His Body Found at the Foot of a Gross

Which He Had Set 'un, Near the Top
of a New Zealand Yolcano.

’,

WELLINGTON, New Zealand, Dec.
15—Charles Pollard, an Irish author
and a ntive of Belfast, wrote the fol-
lowing letter to the authorities, it has
now been ascertained, when he com-
mitted suicide on the summit of Ran-
gitoto volcamo, a towering island peak,
overlooking Waitemata harbor, Auch-
land, in order #to advertise a book
which he had written:

“On the top . of Rangitoto will be
found my dead body. Please deal with
it as your laws direct. Charles Leitch,
alias Charles Pollard.”

Two police constables upon receiving
the note set out at once for the island
and proceeded to the top of the vol-
cano. There they found a rude wooden
eross five feet, six inches higH, had
been erected on which were carved the
words: “E’en tho’ it be a cross,’—8&
quotation from the well known hymn,
“Nearer My God to Thee.”

The ¢ross was dyed with blood and
at the foot lay the dead body of Pol-
lard. A length of rope tied in the form
of a shackle jung frém the cross and
it was evident that Pollard had first
tried to tie himself to the cross, and
failing in this had cut his throat with
a razor.

On the ground near, Pollard’s body
was found a screwdriver which he had
used to fasten the cross together and
also to carve upon the cross the words
of thé hymn,

Pinned to Pollard’s waistcoat the po-
lice found a letter explaining his object
in committing suicide.

“For a considerable time past,” he
wrote, “I have devoted my energies to
the production of a work which deals
witlf vital issues affecting human wel-
fare. Each of thése three sections of
this quasi-scientific work treats separ-
ately of the different aspects of the
human personality, corporal and psy-
chic and of the nature of the relation
between these.

“If then you ask, ‘Why adopt this
very singular course to proclaim these
truth? My reply is because that por-
tion of the work'I offered for publica-
tion both in Europe and America was
rejected by the publishers so that it is
only by this extraerdinary means that
I can hope to succeed in getting it pub-
lished eventually.”

Pollard had been in New Zealand
three years and had been receiving re-
mittances regularly from his home in
Ireland.

A HORRIBLE TRAGEDY
IN SCUTHERN RUSSIA

s

Father and Daughter Murdered and
Mother Driven Insane by Two
Human Fiends.

ODESSA, Dec. 15.—A terrible tra-
gedy is reported from Nissel in South-
ern Russia. At dead of night a man
and woman awoke a peasant named
Bebesheko, beseeching him to go with
the former to the house of a midwife
while the woman would await them.
Bebesheko willingly accompanied the
man, commending the female to the
care of his wife and daughter. Then
the woman, suddenty revealing herself
as a disguised man, demanded their
money and their valuables and was
conducted to the small room by the
terrified women. The mother, losing
her mental equilibrium, suddenly lock-
ed the door upon the brigand and fled.
Meeting on the threshold the first ref-
fian, who had returned, she madly
nammered his brains out, shouting all
the while with all her might.

Two neighbors, attracted by the
screams, arrived, opened the room and
found the daughter literally torn to
pieces by the decond miscreant, whom
they shot dead then and there. In the
courtyard they found the still warm
corpse of Bebesheko, whose wife is
now stark mad.

B i

HE HAD A MANIA
FOR STEALING BELLS

PARIS, Dec. 15.—A well dressed
roung man named Arthur Arnauld
has just been placed under arrest at
St. Cloud charged with stealing 432
bells.

He had pleaded guilty, and in an in-
terview he said that he stole the bells
because he could not hélp it. “When-
ever I see or hear a bell I always want
to possess it,”” he said. , “Even as a
child I could not resist stealing a bell
when I saw one, and now it has be-
come a sort of a mania with me.”

it his belief that the lad is spill under
the hypnotic influence "of Bfflek. Ar-
rangements = were made to have the
boy examined by a physician when it
was learned that Billek had given
him pills, too. .

1t is the opinion of Assistant Chief
Scheuttler that the discovery of the
plot alone prevented the death of
«Jerry” Vrzal and the daughter,
Bertha.

WORLD-WIDE UNREST IN MATTERS
OF RELIGION DISTURBS THE VATIGAN

CANADIANS HAVE
A BIG PROJECT

e

Will Construct Harhor Works
at the Amazon River.

[ cmmo———

Same Interests Control Extensive Electric
Concerns in South American
Gountries.

ROME, Dec. 15--It begins to appear
as though stormy times are awaiting
the Vatican. heological experts—to
coin an expiessive phrase—are saying

severe than they have experienced since
the great trials and tempest of the
Reformation, This it should-be explain-
ed is not the fault of the church, it is
not the fault of the administration of

NEW YORK, Dec. 14—Caugdian in-
terests, whﬁh are closely allied with

the same group of capitalifjts who con-"
trol various big electric traction and
lighting projects in the West Indies,
Mexico and Central and South Amer-'
ica, are about to construct and oper-
ate extensive harbor works at one of
the mouths of the Amazon river there-
by facilitating shipments to gnd from
the interior of Brazil. !

The name of the enterprise is the:
Port of Para, which has been incor-
porated: under the laws of the State of
Maine with a stock capital of $17,500,000
and an authorized bond issue of $18,-
000,600, The president of the company ,
is Percival Farquhar, who is also on
the board of the Rio Tramway Light
and Power Company. The directorate
also includes the names of Sir William
Van Horne and F. S. Pearson. -

The Federal Government of Brazil
has granted to the new concern a con-
cession for buiMling and carrying on
harbor works at Para, which city is
located on the Para River, one of the
mouths of the Amazon and separated
from the main body of that river by
the large island of Marajo. Para is
one of the prineipal commercfal centres
in North Brazil. Its population is’about
150,000. The principal mouth of the
Amazon is not safe for navigation ow-,
ing to the shifting channels, sand bars |
and dangerous “bores,” at certain sea-
sons of the year. The Para river is the?
only na.vigal;le water available for the
extensive shipping to and from the !
great Amazon valley, which is about
one and a quarter million square miles .
in extent. Vessels of over twenty feet
draught cannot go up the Amazon at
all seasons of the year, and the
changing channels, bars and snags
make navigation of the river danger-
ous,

Under existing conditions vessels are
compelled to lie three or four miles
from the port and are subjected to ex-
penses and delays of transfer to and
from lighters, which must be towed
that distance against currents of from
four to six miles per hour. The dam-
age to merchandise from the almost
daily torrential rains, during the wet
season, has also to be reckoned. The
import trade of Peru aggregated abaut
$21,000,000 last year, according to offic-
jal statistics, while $37,000,000 worth of
merchandise, etc.,, were exported. The
tonnage of merchandise was 586,302,
whereas the shipping totalled $1,893,984
tons.

The syndicate has been granted the
exclusive right to impose port dues
on all vessels entering the harbor after
the completion of the works. During
the terms of the concession, which is
until 1906, the works are to be free
frem state and municipal taxes and
from import duty on all materials ne-
esssary for construction and opera-

t:on. The concessionaries are entitled
tc charge about $1.60 per ten for hand-
ling merchandise from the port to the
docks. The present cost is mearly $2.35
per ton, so that the carrying out of the
new undertaking will mean a big sav-
ing*in both money and time over exist-
ing conditions.

Work upon the project will begin
practically immediately. The contract
for the dock wall, substructure and
dredging has been let to the British
Admiralty contracting firm of S. Pear-
sor. & Son, Limited, while a French
concern, Schneider & Co., of Creusot,
has been given the superstructure
work. The carrying out of the progect
will involve an outlay of fully $15,000,~
000. l

1
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MAKING IT EASY FOR |
EGG-DESERVING ACTORS

s

| realm.

Mayor“ of Toulon Prohibits Anjthing but
Genuine Appiause in Theatres.

PRI

PARIS, Dec. 15.—The mayor of Tou-
lon has just issued an order prohibit-
ing hissing and other signs of disap-
proval ‘at the local municipal theatre.

“No one will be allowed,” says the
order, “to hiss, make audible remarks,
applaud ironically, yawn noisily, use
bad language, or otherwise disturb the
dignified calm necessary to the proper
enjoyment of the drama.”

Even the actors of Paris, who ap-
prove the action of the Toulon au-
thorities, admit that it will be ex-
tremely difficult to detect when any
person in the audience is' trying to
“applaud ironically.”

affairs as now carried on. If it must be

' charged up against anything it is to
' pe charged up against the general feel-

ing of unrest which prevails in @
many Of the countries of the wojld.
And for the prevalence of this feeRng
of unrest, almos} world wide as it ap-
pears to be, it ¥ uld be manifestly un-
fair to hold the Pope or his Cardinals
responsible,

Some of the theological experts pro-

| fess to find the greatest menace to the

authority of the church in the growing
tide of Socialism. Heretofore, no mat-
ter what the periods of storm and
stress—even during the darkest hours
of the Reformation period the Pope
could always rely upon a large perceft-
age of the woskingmen if the laborers
of that period may be so styled for the
purpose of making the parallel plain.
The Catholic church has always been
strongest among the poor—is strongest
among the poor even to the present

day. But the Socialistic propaganda -

which has swept over so uany of the
European countries appears to take in-
to its ranks, all of the poor almost
without exception. Indeed, it is the
boast of the International Socialists
that the great middle class is rapidly
becoming wiped out of existence and
that soon there will be only the very
poor and the very rich. And it is ar-
gued that the Socialists will get 29
er cent. of thc very poor and that
they will outnumber the so-called ex-
ploiting classes ten to one. These argu-
ments are used merely for the purpose
of making plain the situation just as it
appears today from the point of view
of many persons who have given their
entire lives to the study of topics akin
to these,

A great many loyal Catholics are dis-
posed to charge the troubles through
which the church as recently passed in
the Republic of France and through
which it is now passing in countries
possessing a more autocratic form of
government—Spain, Austria, Hungary,
Roumania, Bulgaria,
fact all of the Balkan states—up to the
ancient and the old time enemy of the
Church of Rome—the Free Masons.
And when the word “Free Masons” is
used in this connectlon it should be un-
derstood that it has a meaning entire-
ly foreign to the ‘meaning used by
lodges of that order in England and
America, The roung rude organizations
which have for centuries existed in the
south of Europe have little in common
with the order of which the King of
England is the head. But no matter
whether some of these off-shoots from
Free Masonry are responsible for some
of the agitations which have been car-
ried on against the priests and the bis-
hops or not, the fact remains that the
agitations do exist. And the “Vatican
has at times been extremely troubled
at the way things have been going in
some of the greater cities of France
and the Latin Union countries.

The situation has perhaps reached a
more critical stage in Germany than in
any other European country for the
reason that the growth of socialism
has been more pronounced there than
elsewhere. To those who remember
the days of the elder Bismarck it seems
almost inpossible tha® even a friendly
understanding could exist between the
German emporer and the Vatican.
Only a few years have elapsed since
the priests were being drive out of the
country with aulhority of a German
Kaiser in far worse fashion than they
are being tregted today in France. But
those who get a ghimpse of things be-
hind the scenes in the chancellories in
Turope do not hesitate to say that
there is a working agreement between
the Vatican and the Kaiser for the
suppression of Socialism. The Kaliser
is being forced to rely more and more
year by year upon the clericals to se-
cure the enormous appropriations for
his pet projects of a large army and
navy—things which are bheing fought
in all legitimate ways possible by the
working men and the Socialists of his
Just what the effect will be
upon the minds of the workingmen of
Continental Europe if it should become
apparent that the pope is working with
the crowned heads of Europe in this
way it is difficult to say for the reason
{hat never before has the church rang-
ed itself squarely on the side of the
rulers and against the poorer classeg.
Indeed the Catholie church has been
bitterly accused of caring insanely for
the poor by its arch enemics—men like
Renan.

In the event of a square conflict be-
tween- the 4,000,000 Socialists  of Ger-
many and the Vatican and the Kalser
it is difficult to determine just what
the final result might be, even if there
should be no resort to arms. Certainly
the situation could not fail to leave
many sores—perhaps a condition of af-
fairs akin to that caused by the fact
that Father Glynn adhered to the
cause of Henry George and the Single
Tax movement in New York city a

quarter of a century ago in opposition

that the whole organization and sys- |

f tem of the Roman Catholic Church are
likely to be subjected to a strain more

Not Only France but Other Gountiss Would Shake-
off the Influence of the Ghurch---Socialism
and Free Masonry Powerful Against Pope.

to churchly authority. It was years
and years before the friction caused by
this event healed over, even here in
Rome, itself. :
Next to France, where the contest
betsreen the local authorities and the
church authorities is going on all the
time the storm center today would ap=
pear to be Spain. For while the ground-
work has~ perhaps been laid for a far
greater giruggle in Germany later omn
it is in Spain where the latest troubles
have broken out. The Liberal states<
men in Spain are constantly seeking to-
.impress upon the mind of the yeu
king that there is an alliance th
between the church authorities and the
Carlists and Reactionaries. Undoubt=
edly there is a tendency to exaggerate
these things—not one half the reports
received here in regard to the situation
in Spain are worthy of credence—but
the Liberal statesmen are clever and
unscrupulous enough to use these
things against the Vatican. /.nd the
young King Alfonso XIII., remembers
ing that an .anti-Liberal policy cost
his kingdom Cuba and the Philippinesy
is said to have determined to be liberal
rather than reactionary in all of his
movements, cost what it will Ae~
cordingly the war declared by the Lib=
erals against the claims of the religi=
ocus orders to independence of the civil
power, and against the control by the
priests in the educational sphere has
the most powerful backing. The min=
ister of justice, himself an aristocrat,
has declared that in the coming cortes
the government will stand or fall on
measures dealing with associations and
providing for a revision of the Con*
cordat of 1851. And this, it will he
remembered is the precise issue which
is responsible for the bloodless war
now being ‘carried on between the
Vatican and the governiment of
France. .

TRIED TO MURDER THE
BRITISH COMMISSIONER

‘indian Criminal Attempted to Stab Mr,
. Napler While He Was Playing
Bridge.

"

Seryia, and in:

ALLAHABAD, Dec. i5.—A desperate
attempt to murder Mr. Napier, the de-
puty commisisoner of Kaipur, central
provinces, has just ben rero-icd here.
According to the general report re=
ceived the atempt was made by a na=
tive. '
The commisisoner was laying a tridge
at Chattisgarh Club when the native
stepped into the room and aimed a vio=
lent blow with a knife at Mr. Nt pier's
neck from behipd. Fuckily the frill
of the pukah struck the man’s head
and changed the direction of the blow:
s5 that Mr. Napier received only &
serious cut beneath the ear.

Two other men and a lady were play«
ing bridge with Mr. Napier and ar
other man was loking on and the:
were other people in the room at the
time, but so sudden was the attack
that the native got away before the
players could even realize just what
had happened.

Tater, however, thc man was cap«
tured and turned out to be a notorious
criminal who had the day before beend
bound over to keep the peace and who
had been released on bail. He had
threatened murder if the case went
against him. His sureties have now
been withdrawn and he has been sens
tenced to three years rigorous ime
! prisomment.

.‘sm CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

] YEARS IN ADVANCE

-—

How Amundsen and His Men Made Lifs
Pleasart on Their Arctic Voyase

CHRISTIANIA, Dec. 15— aptain
Amundsen, in an account of ‘his notahle
achievement in making the Northwast
Passage says few of the Esguimaus
when the expedition met haéd ever sced
white people.and that they nasuraily
regarded them as superier beings.

The monotony of the . voyase: wWis
such that even the singing coo', -who
was takgn on board at Nome. beciame
a bore after the first forty-eight honrs,
Still all festivals such as birthdays,
Christmas, Easter and Whitsun were
kept. cakes heing baked and sorved
up. Cigars ran short during the exe
pedition and members of the pocly
were obliged to fall back upon the to-
bacco at Nomea.

Nearly all had taken with them
Christmas parcels marked with the
respective years, given by membsrs of
family and friends before departure.
Thegs were opened upon the propar
holidays and discussed with as wnuch
{ntercst as though they were nrize
hampers just recelved from home. in
this way and in many other littia ways
did the captain iy to alleviate the
mentony of the voyage.




