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DOMINION PARLIAMENT.

Mr. Laurier Has;No Opinion Yet
on the RemedialjOrder.

The Finanee Minister Replies to the
Liberal Leader With Great Forece.

Trade Returns for Last Month—The Estimates
Wwill be Brought Down on Monday.

(From a member of the Sun Staff.)

Ottawa, April 19.—Mr. Bennet of East
Simcoe, in rising to move the address
in reply to the speech from the throne,
was greeted with loud applause. He
spoke for: fully fifty minutes in excel-
lent form, and was at times eloquent.
He paid a fervent tribute to the pub-
lic career of Sir John Thompson, and
made. a touching reference to his
tragic death in Windsor Castle. From
the ready firmmess with which the
conservative party had closed up its
ranks on the deaths of three succes-
sive premiers, he predicted a sure and
certain victory for the party when it
next appealed to the people.

On the paragraph in referemce to the
Manitoba school question, Mr. Bennet
recapitulated the facts and all the
moves made in connection with that
subject, showed that the Manitoba
government had acquiesced in all the
proceedings in which the federal gov-
ernment was concerned, being on each
and every occasion represented by
counsel, and expressed the hope that
the Manitoba authorities would bhe
pleased to amicably arrange all ex-
isting school troubles and thereby re-
move this most miserable matter from
the amena of federal politics. This
sentiment was received with a storm
of applause.

Taking up the falling off in the rev-
enue of Canada, Mr. Bennet showed
that it was due to the general trade
depression, to the great shrinkage in
values, and to the lowering of the

list. He emphasized the fact that
Canada had passed through this world
wide depression in a way that had
won the admiration of all countries,
and remnided the liberals that while
deficits were the marked characteristic
of their regime, it was rarely indeed
that the conservative had not a sur-
plus to their credit. The present sta.ﬁe
of affairs was exceptional and brighter
days weuld soon appear for the party
and country. He urged the gzovern-
ment to exercise rigid economy in the
administration of public affairs.

On the paragraph relating to New-
foundland, Mr. Bennet said he was
glad that the negotiations had assumed
a tangible form, and that he felt he
was echoing the hope of all Canadians.
irrespective of party, when he looked
forward to the early rounding out of
the great federation of all British
North America by the admission of
England’s oldest colony to the Cana-
dian dominion.

Mr. Belley of Chicoutimi, who sec-
onded the address in Frefich, said the
firm attitude of the government had
restored confidence in the breasts of

would fill with honor and marked
ability.

Hon. Mr. Foster, who rose to reply
at 5.30, was greeted with prolonged
cheers. He heartily thanked Mr..Lau-
rier for his kind and graceful words,
and complimented the mover and sec-
onder of the address. As to the late
calling of parliament, he did not think
it such a grave charge as Mr. Laurier
would make it appear. Frankly speak-
ing, the real reasons, the only reasons,
were three. The death of their lament-
ed chief, the Manitoba. school ques-
tion, which involved certain action on
the part of the government, which ac-
tion had been taken as promptly as
possible, and thirdly, the meeting of
the Newfoundland conference. If the
bill was as slim as Mr. Laurier
charged, the members would not be
long kept away from their homes.
Mr. Foster here reminded the house
that parliament had been called to-
gether several 'times since 1867 in
April and March, and that this pres-
ent case was not a new departure.
Countering on Mr. Laurier’s’ charge
that the government had ro mind of
its own as to a session or a dissolu-
tion, Mr. Foster reminded him that
on at least one great question Mr.
Laurier had no mind of his own, or if
he had, he had concealed it most suc-
cessfully. It was no excuse to say he
would not advise his excellency’s ad-
vigsers. As leader of the opposition
it was his duty to advise his party and
his constituents. In a brief and pleas-
ant manner Hon. Mr. Foster disposed
of Mr. Laurier’'s bantering talk about
fighting in the cabinet, and showed up
the hollowness of the victory claimed
by Mr. Laurier in Quebec West, for
platform, and was not in favor of un-
restricted reciprocity or free trade as
it exists in Great Britain. The fin-
ance minister keenly scored Mr. Lau-
rier for his blue ruin remarks and his
attacks on protection. He reminded
the opposition leader that the conserv-
atives did not claim that the N. P.
would stop cycles of depression, but
only that it would moderate the effects
of such periods, and pointed out that
in the only free trade country of the
world there had been a prolonged
period of agricultural depression still
existing that wi without precedent
in Sr-at Britain’s recent history. This
was a matter for the free trade oppo-
sition to explain.—Recess.

After recess Hon. Mr. Foster resum-
ed, replying particularly to Mr. Lau-
rier’'s criticisms of the finances. He
explained the exceptional circum-
stances which led to the great falling
off in revenue, and pointed out that,
unlike the deficits under the liberal
regime, the present conservative de-
ficits were accompanied by a reduc-
tion of tariff, the sugar tax for ex-
ample. He predicted: that the gov-
ernment would soon get back the
equilibrium between expenditure and
revenue. Mr. Foster said ratifications
had not yet been exchanged between
the two countries re the French treaty.
The colonial delegates here last year
expressed the fear that this treaty
would prevent Canada making prefer-
entil trade relations with Australia,
etc., ag to wines and other articles.

The government had since, however,
received the assurance of the imperial
government that this contention was
not correct, the colonies not being
“third powers” within the meaning of

the Manitoba minority, who aow felt
that justice wouldl be done them. The
result of the late elections showed
that thé electorate approved the gov-
ernment’s policy on this question, as
even the liberal candidates had to
pledge their support to the rene lial
order. In conclusion, Mr. Belley ex-
pressed the hope that the Frenzn-Can-
adian treaty would soon be in opera-
tion. 5

At 4.35 Mr. Laurier took the ficor.
He complimented the mover and sec-
onder of the address on the manner
in whieh they had discharged that
duty, and expressed surprise that they
had failed to remionstrate against
calling the house together at this late
date, instead of at the proper ime
fixed by the unwritten/ law of par'ia-
ment. It was matter of notoriety that
all winter the cabinet had been divided
into two fighting factions, on2 in favor
of an election, the other of a session.
That their decision was wise was
shown by the result of this week’s
elections, three of which were liberal
victories, while the contest in Haldi-
mand was only a conservative “amily
quarrel.

Alluding to the report that Sir C. H.
Tupper had threatened to resign and
had sulked for three days, Mr. Laur-
jer said he had returned to the fold,
where all was mow apparent peace,
He likened the cabinet to one of those
sulphur springs, peaceful amd placid
on the surface, but at the bottom boil-
ing up and generating mephitic gases.

In eloquent terms Mr. Laurier re-
ferred to Sir John Thompson’s death
as one of the saddest and yet most
glorious in Canadian annals. Taking

ier taunted the government with hav-
ing substituted a woeful wail for its
former triumphant paeans of joy over
the trade and finamcial situation. They
should no longer delude themselves,
he said, with the idea that the na-
tional policy cured depréssions. The
opposition leader then proceeded at
much length to reiterate his old blue
ruin story, and to denounce the pol-
icy of the conservative panty, prom-
ising that when the liberals came into
power they would make Canada a
cheap country to live in. He cordially
endorsed all that had been said with
regard .te the union of Newfoundland,
but would like to see the French shore
question finally settled before union.

Turning to the Mamitoba question,
he said he would deal with it at a
later day. He found the remedial or-
der had one meaning in Catholic con-
stituencies and another meaning in
Protestant constituencies. The mover
of the address said all that had been
done was to hand over the case to the
Manitoba government, while the sec-
onder expressed fervent thanks that
the government had done so much for
the Catholic minority of the prairie
province. Who was right? He had
been accused of keeping silence, but
why should he rush in where the gov-
ernment angels feared to tread? He
spurned the idea that he should ad-
vise his excellency’s advisers, and let
them act.

In closing, he most gracefully con-
o ated Hon. Mr. Foster, on behalf
£ the liberals, on his elevation to the

the treaty. Mr. Foster fully explained
the present position of the treaty and
endorsed Mr. Laurier’s hope that New-
foundland might be joined to the cou-
federation on equitable terms. As to
the settlement of the French shore
question, which Mr. Laurier advocated
by France and Great Britain, he said
the negotiations were not completed
Passing on, he twitted the liberal lead-
er with failing to put up a candidate
in Haldimand, eloquently championed
the government's' course in treating
the Manitoba 'school question, reciting
the progress of the case through the
courts, before the privy council, ‘and
showing that the government had pro-
ceeded all through in a constitutional
way. The order issued had two sides;
said Mr. Laurier, so had all along his
followers, whom he refused to advise
in the matter. He (Foster) deprecated
any great discussion of the order at
present, as the order had been referred
to the Manitoba legislature, which had
done a wise and proper thing in tak-
ing time to calmly consid.r it Fe re-
gretted that the attorney general of
Manitoba had taken the stump in
Haldimand and hurled defiance at the
federal government. He knew of no
greater instance of outraging political
decency. (Cheers). TUntil the 9th of
May, when Manitoba’s’ legislature
would meet, he was bound to hope
that the province would settle the diffi-
ct‘llty in its own way for the rights of
all,

Mr. Foster closed his speech at nine
o’clock with an eloquent and masterly
eulogy of the late Sir John Thompson,
which was received with prolonged ap-
plause from all parts of the house.

Sir Richard Cartwrighti followed.
He charged Mr. Foster with not hav-
ing told the whole truth’ about the
reasons that led to’this lats gession,
and after some elephantine pleasantries
pitched vigorously into the financiat
position of the country, accusing the
government of gross extravagance,
mismanagement and incapacity, and
with publishing misleading finencial
statements in the Royal Gazette. Sir
Richard convulsed the house by ray-
ing he would let the Fren-a treaty,
the annexation 5f Newfoundland and
the Manitoba schodsl auestion stand
over for the vres:ut. He ridiculed Mi.
Foster’s promises of economy, saying
his good intentions were powerless
against his voracious colleagues. In
view of the enormous deficit he urged
the minister to stand firm.

Sir C. H. Tupper took the floor at
ten o’clock in repiy to Sir Ltichard.
He expressed / surprise at the turn
given to the debate by the ~ppusition,
who trotted out their oldi arguments
and charges tha: had done dutvy in
many a bpudget .ebate, while their
silence on the questions that were to-
day exciting the country showed they
were not a unit on these matters and
had no policy* to announce. Replying
to the charge that he had said no de-
pendence could be placed in the gov-
ernment press he flatly denied making
any such remark, and assured the op-
position that they attached too much
importance to mere rumors about cab-
inet ministers. He complimented Sir

ichard Cartwright on his unusual

‘ hip of the house, which post he

good humor, due possibly to the. fact

.

that he recognized in the deficits old
and familiar friends.

Sir Hibbert contrasted the manner
in. which Canada had weathered the
storm of commercial' depression as
compafed with England and other
countries, and then turning to the
Manitoba question said that in An-
tigonish he had openly subscribed to
Dr. Montague’s speech when read in
his presence. The liberals had won the
fight in some constituencies because
they were not, trammelled by the ut-
terance of their leader, who maintain-
ed a discreet, if not couragious sil.
ence. He upheld the language of the
remediil order against the criticisms
of the opposition speakers in the house
today. He trusted no member of the
Manitoba legislature would be misled
into believing that the government in
any way intended to assume the role
of dictator, but as that legislature had
to deal finally with the subject it
would be unwise to thrash out the
subject in this house.

Mr. Mills of Bothwell moved the ad-
journment of the debate at 10.30 o’clock
and the house at once adjourned.

NOTES.

The trade returns for the past month
are the most encouraging that have
been issued for some time, the increase
in exports over March of last year
being $1,684,739. The imports, however,
show a reduction of about $600,000 in
the month, while the duty falls off
$230,000.

The liberals are preparing for an-
other onslaught on Sir Adolphe Caron.

Ottawa, April 19.—A spring opening
of parliament is an unusual spectacle.
Yesterday’s glorious weather gave full
opportunity for a brilliant military dis-
play, which was witnessed by the lar-
gest crowd that ever gathered in par-
liament square. The ladies, too, were
out in immense force and the scene in
the senate chamber was one long to
be remembered. The vice-regal car-
riage was escorted to the house by the
full troup of the Princess Louise Dra-
goon Guards, in command of Captain
Gourdeau. The guards looked splendid
in their new fittings. The pstillions
were decked in the Aberdeen livery
and the footmen in stately court uni-
fcrms presented a decidedly imposing
apearance. Lord Aberdeen was ac-
companied by a brilliant staff of mili-
tary attaches, including Captain Gor-
don, Captain Urquhart and Mr. Major-
banks, all in uniform.

Seated to the left of the throne in
the senate chamber was the Countéss
of Aberdeen, whose entrance, accom-
panied by Hon. Archie Gordon and
Oswald Gordon, as pages, in peacock
blue plush and ruffles, created a gen-
uine senation. Neéar by were Lady
Tweedmouth (Lady Aberdeen’s sister-
in-law), Mrs. Gordon, Mme. Thibauit,
Miss Minnie Brown and Madame Laur-
jer. On the right were Lady Caron,
Lady Tupper and Mrs. Foster.

The Countess of Aberdeen wore a
magnificent gown of brocaded satin,
which in some lights took a bluish gray
and in others’'a pink tint. It was
made with long train and the bodice
was lavishly trimmed with lace. She
wore a handsome. diamond necklace
and a tiara of diamonds’in her hair.

Lay Tweedmouth wore a gown of
thick mourning silk, bodice and skirt
heavily trimmed with jet; black feath-
ers in her hair and black gloves.

Lady Tupper wore a gown of rich
black brocade, the skirt handsomely
trimmed with jet; bodice of same mat-
erial. She wore no ornaments, but car-
ried a bouquet of pink roses and wore
roses in her hair.

Mrs. Foster wore a very handsome
grey costume, trimmed with black;
rink roes in her hair, and carried a
lage bouquet.

Mrs. King, wife of Judge King, wore
black velvet, richly trimmed with
white lace, feathers in her hair and
diamond ornaments.

The seats back of the senators and
the dress gallery was octupied by lad-
ies who had been honored with invi-
tations;” while the other galleries wer2
packed by people, mostly ladies, who
had been fortunate enough to secure
tickets. The lieutenant governors of
Manitoba and the Northwest Territor-
ies occupied seats in front of the throne
and next in erder came Mr. Justice
King and Mr. Justice Sedgewick of
the supreme court,both maritime men,
in their ermine and scarlet robes, His
Grace the Archbishop of Ottawa, Vicar
General Routhier, the Bishop of Salis-
bury and Ven. Archdeacon Lander,
chaplain of the senate, were the sole
representatives of the church. The
picturesque uniforms of the mllvit;ary
cfficers on the floor added much to the
richness of the general effect. And
when the commoners came trooping
in, headed by Speaker White and the
usher of the black rod, with the ser-
geant at arms bearing the mace, the
last available inch of room below the
bar was occupbed. His excellency read
the speech frém the throne in English
and then in French, speaking in a
full clear voice that was distinctly
heard in all parts of the chamber.

Ottawa, April 21.—The government
were in session on Saturday consider-
ing the estimates.

A member of the Manitoba legisla-
ture, who is now in Ottawa, holds the
opinion that Premier Greenway will
dissolve the house and appeal to the
country to sustain its attitude on the
school questjon. He does not look for
any action wehn the house reassembles
next month beyond the passage of &
resolution resenting any form of inter-
ference whatever with provincial af-
fairs by the federal parliament.

Dalton McCarthy's friends say he
will divide the house on the straight
issue of remedial legislation for Mani-
toba before the close of the session, 8o
as to put every man on record.

Geo. H. Eaton of Calais is at the
Russell.

The - contract for making the caps
for the St. John and Amherst division
of the Intercolonial railway has been
awarded to Thorne Brothes and D.
Magee's Sons of 8t. John.

All the New Brunswick members are
here except Geo. F. Baird of Queens.

Geo. Moffat, ex-M. P. of Restigouche,
and a party of north shore friends
occupied a private box at the Opera
house Saturday night, the attraction
being Jane Coombs in Romeo and
Juliet.

Down on the Rio Grande a horse
thief stole a runaway mule that no-
body else cou'd catch—Taxas Siftings.
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THE MARKETS.

Revised Every Monday for the
Weekly Sun.

COUNTRY MARKET.

Business was duller last week than
during Easter week. Beef continues
firm, mutton. is easier, wveal lower.
Fowl are lower, but turkeys still com-
mand a high figure. Butter is dull,
and prices are in buyer’s favor. Eggs
retained their firmness last week and
were rather scarce. Cabbage is higher.
Calfskins are firm and sales were
made as high as 9c¢ last week. Hides
also are firm and quick of sale, but
the quality offered is poor. Buck-
wheat meal is still scarce and in de-
mand. Cured meats are in fair de-
mand at unchanged prices. Genuine
maple sugar sells retail at about 16e,
and candy at 16 to 20c. A few wild
fowl are in market, but there is very
little inquiry for them. :
‘Wholesale.

Beef (butchers) per carcass..
3:-;{ (country) per qr per 1b.

Pork,
Shoulders
y b.
Butter (in tubs) per lb..
Butter (roil), per 1b ...
Fowl
Turkey,
Geese
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Beef, corned, per Ib..
Reef Tongues, per b.
Roast, per Ib (choice)
Pork, per 1b (fresh)
Pork, mer 1b (sall).
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Sausages, per Ilb.......
Butter (in tubs), per 1b.
Butter,

Butter (roll)

Butter (
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There . was a very heavy run of
gaspereaux in the harbor on Friday
and Saturday. The only chg,nge in
quotations this week is al slight de-
cline in bay herring. Trade in cured
fish of all kinds is quiet. Arrivals are
few, either of fresh or cured, and there
ig. no life in the market beyond the
usual distribution to town and couf-
try customers.

St. John Wholesale Market.

Codfish, medium dry
Codfish,per 100 1bs, large dry
Codfish, small
Haddock ..
Pollock .....
Bay herring
Shelburne, No. rge, bbls.

: st ““ ht bbls..
Canso, per bbl....c..cieesecese
Grand Manan, med, scaled,

oNOHMHOW

Digby chickens, per box

Gaspereaux, per 100

Codfish, per Ib

Haddock, per 1.

Halibut, per Ib

Finnen Haddies, per Ib
Prices ex Vessel.
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Large

Pollock, per qtl...
Hake, per qtl....
Haddock .......

ES

Grand
Smoked herring (medi
Smoked herring (lengthwise).

GROCERIES.

Barbados molasses, as noted in last
Monday’s report, declined on arrival
of the West India steamer. Stocks are
about cleared up again, and, as noted
in Sa‘uriay’s Sun, the price at Bar-
bados has gone up a cent a gallon. A
cargo of salt has entered the bay en
route to this port and should be land-
ed this week. Sdgar is quiet at un-
changed prices. The market at Mont-
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New Nevis
Rice ..c.oceneee
Rmlt.

Liverpool, per sack ex store
salt, per

bag, factory filled
Spices.

Cream of tartar, pure, bbls.

Cream of tartar, pure, bxs.

Nutmegs, per Ib...ccceeeees

Casala, per Ib., ground......

Cloves, ' whole

Cloves, grouad.

Pepper, ground....
Bicarb d:oda. kex.
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Paris lnxnp: per box
Pulverized sugar

'ea.
Congou, per lb.,, common...
Congou, per 1b., finest.

bacco.
, 12's, long leaf, per 1b
, 12's, short stock....
Solace =
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FLOUR, MEAL, ETC.

There is no change in quotations
this week. Flour is very firm, and a
telegram on Saturday announced that
Goldie’s Star had been advanced 10c.
1rore ai the mills Datmeal and corn-
meal do not share in the boom that
lately lifted the wheat market. They
are quiet, and without change for
some time.

Manitoba Hard Wheat

Can. High Grade Fam....

‘Olive oil (commercial)

\

Bu.nﬂ’pu
832ZRREER
222BLERRS

PROVISIONS.

The market is steady and prices are
unchanged. Plate beef is said to be
scarce in the west, and the market
for that article is apparently up to
stay.

Clear Pork, per bbl
., E. Island Mess ...

. Valencia and Valencia layer raisins
are lower, dried apples higher. Bananas
range from $1.75 to $2.50. Bermuda
onions are quoted at $2.50. There is
no other change to note this week.
Raisins, Cali’frnia Muscatels 0 515 **
Raisins, Sultana ..... esses O %93
a L. L ae
California Londoa .ayers.. 200 **
Valencia, new 004
Valencia Layer,
New French
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Evap Apples, n
Lemons, Messina.
N Figs, per ib.
Cl

ew .
larified Cider, per gal...
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Bananas AL
Onions (Bermuda),
Onlons, Egyptian, per 1b in
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GRAIN, SEEDS, HAY, ETC.

New Brunswick oats are a cent high-
er, and the oat market generally ap-
pears to be steady. Beans have drop-
ped off bc. Seeds are firm. Hay is
very dull.

Qats . (local) on track
Oats (Ontario) on track
Oats, small Jots......
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LUMBER AND LIME.
Lumber dealers are no more eager to
buy, and prices are no higher than be-
fore. Such contracts as have been
made show no advance either in
British or United States account. Ship-
ments from this port are increasing,
as is usual at this season, but March
shipments were less than in March of
last year, and the same may be true
of April. A large number of vessels
are being chartered to load here and
at bay ports, and there is plenty of
tonnage offering. But the boom in
lumber that people have hoped for is
not yet in sight.
indicate improvement in demand, but
not in price. 3
Birch Deals
Birch timber
Spruce deals, B. Fundy Mis..
Spruce Deals, City Mills
Shingles, No. 1, Extra
Shingles, Second Clears..
Shingles, Cleara.... ...
Shingles, Extras -
Aroostook P. B., shipping....
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Charters were made as low as $2.25
to New York last week, and as low as
35s. to British ports. There seems to
be too much tonnage offering to ad-
mit of an advance in freights.

Liverpool (intake meuu!'e).’
ndon . esse

Boston

Sound ports, calling VT fo..
Barbados market (50¢,x) nom
N Side Cuba (gld), n'm......
New Y il

Boston, piling .nominal.
Boston, lime

New York, lime
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The boom in petroleum in the west-
ern fields, whether caused by the
Standard Oil Co. or a real shortage in
crude, or partly by both, has had its
effect on all markets, and St. John
prices are up some 5 or 6c. above the
lowest point, both for American and
Canadian oils. In other oils there is
no change to note though some have
been looking for an advance in lard
oils. A telegram from St. Johns, Nfid.,
says that owing to active demand and
higher prices in England, as well as
owing to the advance in mineral oil,
seal oil is very firm and likely to ad-
vance. Three cargoes of steam refined
have already been sold on English ac-
count.

Am:rlcan ‘Water White (bbl
ree,

Cimadhzn ‘Water White (bbl.

Canadian Prime White (bnl.

BR
BN

Seal ofl

Castor oil (commercial) pr Ib.
Extra lard oix
Na. 1 lard oil
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As noted last week, the prices quoted
include the delivery of coal. Some of
the dealers will only quote that way,
some others will quote either ex-store
or delivered. The Cartmen’s union are
to have another meeting this week to

United States reports |

.
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——

decide what action they will take in
view of the change. The defection of
those of their number-who agreed to
the new order of things is condemned
by the rest, and there has been talk
of a boycott against them and the
firms who employ them. The dealers
Ww.» have not yet adopted the delivery
system are awaiting these develop-
ments. Sooner or later, said a dealer
on Saturday, the delivery system will
wholly prevail here as in all live cities.
Old Mines Sidney, per chld. 000 “ 640

Victoria (Sydney) per chald.
Spring Hill, round, per chld.
Glace Bay

o
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Acadia (Pictou), ped chald..
Reserve Mines, per chald..
Joggins. per chald

Foundry (Anthracite), p ton..
Broken, Anthracite, p ton..
Egg (Anthracite) per ton..
Stove or nut * Sl
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IRON, NAILS, ETC.

Refined, per 100 ™ or ordin-
n.ry size
Galvanized, 2¢ per b, net
tra
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Commun, 1001b .
Patent Metals, per ..
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NOVA SCOTIA GOLD MINES.
(Colliery Guardian.)

Roderick McLeod, manager of the
Cariboo gold mines, brought into Hal-
ifax on Wednesday a brick of gold
weighing 160 ounces, which represents
the past month’s work at the mine.

John McQuarrie recently brought
in a brick of gold weighing 183 cunces,
6 dwt., the result of the March crush-
ing from the Stellarton Gold Mining
Co.’s mine at Sherbrooke. It was all
taken from low grade ore, mone of
the rich lead being crushed this month.

Alexander McQuarrie is interested
in a gold property at Oldham and is
at present negotiating for the pur-
chase of a mill to operate the same.

The mine at Pleasant river owned
by the Field of Gold Co. has been
bonded by Messrs. James W. Fergu-
son and McNeil. They have repaired
the mill and intend to begin at once
to take out the water from the Wilson
lead, and will put a staff of men to
work the ‘pay streak at the depth of
50 feet.

At Chester Basin Mr. Baker, who
returned a short time ago, is making
preparations for the erection of a
small mill. Mr. Butterfield is busy
cribbing his ne wshaft on the Cap-
tain lead, and also drifting on the
Picayune. Mr. Hoodlette is busy with
the erection. of concentrating and
chlorinating works. The foundations
are being dug, between 20 and 26 men
being employed Dbesides these in
charge. The Victor mine is being
,again pumped out, and regular min-
ing is.to be carried on soon. Nothing
else of importance is being ‘done.

Our correspondent at Molega reports
the mines working' along as usual. The
O}d Provincial Mining Co. are now
prospecting upon the Southern Dip.

The Pictou Development and Mining'
Co., Ltd., who own about 400 areas in
the Renfrew mining district, Hamts
county, are now down nearly 300 feet
on the McLeod lode. The last crush-
ing from this lode in Mai'ch gave 4%
dwts. to the ton. 'The lode is getting
richer steadily. It is the intention of
the company to put on a large number
of men after May 1st and opem up the
celebrated “Ophir” and “South’” lodes,
which gave such magnificent returns
years. ago. Probably 100 men will te
employed this summer. They also pur-
pose driving a cross cut from the 300
foot level of the “foundation’ shaft
south, 360 feet in which they will cut
9 leads raging from 6 to 30 inches in
size. This will open up an almost un-
limited quantity of ore, which ean all
be raised from one shaft if desirable,

At Central Rawdon the Northup
mine is working two shifts.

The Montreal mine at Mt. Uniacke
is being prepared for the spring. ?

At South Uniacke, the Golden Lode
mine is proving a rich proiducer, and
A. A. Hayward’s last brick weighed
119 oz. 17 dwts. 10 grs. from 12 1-2 tons.
The company have declared a dividend
of 5 per cent.

The Thompson Quirk mine has
ceased work on the old lead, and there
is some talk of sinking on the Slate
lead. ‘

The Winthrow mine is working the
Slate lead and Manager Winthrow ex-
pects to be in town about the end of
the month with a brick averaging 3-4
0z, to 1 oz. to the ton.

THE GRAND TRUNK.

Montreal, April 19—The Star’s cable says:

London, April 19.—The times and other leay.d-
ing journals advise the Grand Trunk rail-
way stoockholders not to send proxies tp the
directors for the approaching annual meeting
April 30th, though some papers doubt the
fitness of Sir Charles Rivers Wilson to con-
trol the great railway. The directors of the
road have issued a circular, earnestly asking
for proxies and declaring their imtegrity.
The .circular states that the credit of the
company has been greatly imperiled by re-
cent agitations, but the directors contend
that the unfortunate condition of he road is
due not to mismanagement, but to circum-
stances entirely beyond the control of the
board of directors or of the management in
Canada. The directors’ half yearly report,
which was issued last evening, shows the
net revenue deficiency to be ££97,684. The
passenger receipts decreased £180,461 and the
local freight shows a decredse of forty-one
millions tons, Thc gross receipts deelined
ten per cent., and the working expenses de-
clined eleven per cent.
The buard in their report defended the ac-
quisition of afiiliated lines and publish the
report made by Sir Joseph Hickson, show-
ing that the Grand Trunk received from these
lines in then years $29,000,000 in trafic, while
the deficiencies to make up the interest on
three and a half per cent. on the Gramnd
Trunk earnings from trafic interchanged.
The adoption of a differemt policy would have
left_the company with no thorough connec-
tiol” Sir Joseph adds: Surrounded on all
sides by hostile interests, it’s business: con-
fined to the local traffic of the original main
line in Canada, it would be eatep into and
competed for by the very companies I0OW
under #’s control. The real cause of ‘he
bad position of the Grand Trunk railway,
Sir Joseoh says, are the continued depres-
sion, ‘the poor trade’ with the United States
and the low rate. The board, he thinks, is
taking the only possible remedial measures,
and by rigld economy the depression is grad-
ually lifting.

A Toronto despatch says: Prof. Trot
ter of McMaster university, who has
been invited to the pastorate of the
Baptist church, Wolfville, N. 8., it
is understood here will resign *he pro-
fessorship at the approaching lneetiqg
of the board that he may be free to
accept the call.
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