L!i ~ NEWS NOTES GATHERED FR

A

POOR DOCUMENT

THE EVENING TIMES-STAR, ST. JOHN, N, B, THURSDAY, MARCH 27, 1924

\

.

e

D OF STA

OM THE IWORL

CRITIC SPILLS SUPERLATVES IN

Says “Thief of Bagdad” Sur- 1
passes Any Picture |

Made So Far.

His New One Is

(By MAURICE HENLE.) f

New York, March 27—After keep- |
ing all his superlatives carefully |
packed away in moth-balls for a |
long time this reviewer is forced, un- |
willingly, to bring out once more
those dread bugbears of the reading ‘
public. [

It is far more enjoyable to suffer a |
thousand deaths than to say a pic-'
ure, a play or a book is “wonderful,”
“great,” “best,” etc.

But after seeing a first-night show-
gng of “The Thlef of Bagdad,” star-
ting Douglas Fairbanks, I'm forced
to admit that, pictorially at least, the
picture so far surpasses anything
heretofore made, as, to make compar-
isons unnecessary.

Doug is a brave acfor. Make no
mistake about that. He risks hav-
ing his individuality drowned in a
maze of wonderful sets. So gorgeous
are these sets, indeed, that they’|

Wonderful Film

DOUG. FAIRBANKS.

make the prologue of “The Ten Com-
mandments” look like a shanty-boat
on the' Ohio river.

“The Thief of Bagdad” is a fairy-
tale, @ fantagsy. Through the me-
dium of trick photography, a magic
carpet files through the air, a dash-
ing white horse rides on the clouds,
sokdfers spring from nothing at all.

NEW O'NEILL PLAY

Falrbanks, of course, iz the thief.

" He takes what he wishes when he

‘wishes. But one day, while in the
castle to steal, he sees the princess,
and the evil in him dies. To win her,

S BRANDED PO

“Welded” is Not Enthusias-
tically Received at

the Holy Man tells him, he must get

Premiere.

the Megic Chest of Nazir, and it is
while on the guest for the chest that
Doug’s adventures fall.

Of course, the picture will set the’
children of all nmations howling in
glee. But it will do more—it will
entertain the adults not alone for its
pictorial worth, which defles descrip-
tion, but aiso because Fairbanks and
his director, Raoul Walsh, have ‘de-
liberately put into the film, food for
thought. The point they bring out,
as was brought out in the story of
he thief, is that to gain happiness,
one must earn it.

So off Doug goes, through the Cave
of Fire, the Cave of Monsters until
he comes to the Old Man of the Mid-
night Sea. To get the chest he must
dive to the bottom of the ocean, and
here again is a truly wonderful bit
of photography. Down, down, down
Doug goes. It looks like ke is going
through water.

Finally he reaches the bottom,
where he finds a magic key which
opens & door that houses a winged
horse. Off Dong goes on the horse
riding on the clouds until he reaches
the moon.

But isn’t that enough to illustrate
this truly great fantasy? It isn’t
mean to be anything more than that.
At times Fairbanks, alone in a great
set, looks the size of a pinpoint;
these are the moments when his per-
sonality nearly is swallowed by the
costly sets. But Doug survives.

‘There is more action in the last
half than the first part of the picture.
The beginning 18 oocupied in defining
his love for the princess and his de-
termination to be worthy of her.

In massiveness of mob action, “The
Thief of Bagdad” Is comparable to
“The Birth of & Nation.” In pictor-
fal splendor it outclasses anything
thus far made. If it lives in screen
history, ¢t will be on ‘that point. It
is worth seeing for that feature
alone.

And that s why we add “The Th'ef
of Bagdad” to our list of pictures
worthy of the public’s attention.

BRSON GREENE
AFTER AT T

Wrestler Well Known Here
Disputes Tommy Rec-
ord’s Claims,

Just when Tommy Record of Somer-
ville was all smiling like as if for pho-
tograph taking, along comes the man-

. f ager of Bridson Greene of Medford

=

and spoils it all, says Doc Almy in the
Boston Post.

In a loud, rough voice said manager
informs us, and the public at large
through us, that Record is the deadest

welterweight mat champion of New |

England that we ever said kind words
about.

Furthermore, to prove it, sald man-
ager, aided and abetted. by Greene,
guarantees that on short notice the
Medford wrestler will throw Record
faster than Thomas can get up. On
looking this through carefully it would
appear that the Medford delegation is
out for a record and no mistake.

However, it i{s up to Tommy to say
a few words for himself in defence of
his title claims and as he is to back
of the footlights Thursday night at
the Grand Opera House, undoubtedly
he will do s0. Record will be third
man in Paul Bowser’s tourney and in
view of the rough evening scheduled, if
Tommy has any speech to make, it

would be well for him to breeze up as |

a prelim to the rest of the show.

(By Alice Rohe.)

New York, March 27. — (United
Press.) — Those devotees of Eugene
O'Nelll who see in the author of “The
Hairy Ape” and “Anna Christie” the
dramatic Messiah who is leading the
American theatre out of limbo have a
grievous disappointment in “Welded.”

The premier of the play In which
Doris Keane and Jacob Ben Ami ap-
pear was awaited with such eagerness
that standing room was at a premium.
From the theatre standpoint a damning
thing to say about a drama is that it is
a good reading play. That is, however,
where “Welded” belongs, in the library,
and even there I fear some of the dia-
logue would be tedious reading, as it
is reiterative psychology of two people
of whom we are a bit weary after the
first two acts.

The play is really a psychological
study of the sex attraction between a
dramatist and an actress. They have
been married for five years. He re
turns home after a stay in the country,
where he has been writing a play. The
rapture of their reunion is interrupted
by a knock at the door. It is the inno-
cent friend—a manager who has made
both their careers successful. The in-
terruption of the ardent meeting pre-
cipitates the quarrel, with all its bitte?,
destructive criticism, one of the other.
The wife, to revenge herself for his in-
sults, lies and tells him she has been
the mistress of the manager during his
absence.

'He swears to degrade their love
lower than she and rushes off to a
woman of the streets. The wife turns
to the manager, who has always been
“nobly” in love with her. Sensing that
her offer of love is merely her revenge
on her husband, he sends her home.
The street woman, outraged that she
should be regarded as a symbol of |
dagradation, sends him also unsullied |
to the home. Then, a‘ter further dis- |
cursive combat, both agree that their |
hate and love hold them irrevocably |
together. A |

It is a mistake which even the “fans” {
for the staging of the innermost secrets
of matrimony must admit, that eaves-
dropping is not always interesting and
exciting. There are moments in this‘!
play a bit intimate—but the drama as l
such will stand condemned on a more |
dead'y charge—dullness.

A flash of genuine realism, a touch |
of sincere human drama, excellent writ- |
ten by O’Neill and splendidly played
by Catherine Collins, was staged in the
sordid room of the “little sister’of the
streets.” There was poignant revelation
of life's tragedy in the inarticulate
philosophical utterances of this “lone-
some” girl, who confessed her love of
her master. y

O’Neill’s d study of life is re-
vealed constantly in the long disserta-
tions. But the psychological analysis
of marriage as exemplified by these two
people is no more drama than a page
from Freund. <
| The play is presented jointly by the
| Selwyns and the Provinctown Players,
| at the Thirty-ninth Street Theatre.

RETURNS TO SCREEN

Orville Caldwell, whom Madame
Flinor Glyn termed the handsomest
man on the scteen, has not been play-
ting before the camera for several
months. He is playing “The Knight”
in “The Miracle” at the Century Thea-
{tre, New York, and now spends his
| spare moments at the Fox studio ap-
pearing in the leading male role in the
Elmer Clifton pitture. “Crossed Wires.”

.
QUEEN SQUARE

COMMENCING MONDAY
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GE AND JSCREEN

“Icebound” A True-to-Life Picture

—

Engaged! Suffers From 'Flu

: | George Fitzmaurice

|
|
{

(By Jack Jungmeyer.)

Hollywood. — Of how many films
might it be said, were 4hey to be ex-
humed ages hence, that they presented,
with fair accuracy, a character phase of
this century of American [ife?

“Icebound,” as William de Mille has
translated it from Owen Davis’ prize
play for Paramount, has such authenti-
city, even in its slight caricature.

It displayes, with a minimum of
theatricism, and without truckle to the
assumed public demand for screen dis-
tortion, the bleak, austere angles of
New England farm life, the matrix
from which sprang our classic Yankee
virtues, now on the wane in softer and
more tolerant existence.

Meagre loves, mean impulses, inflex-
ible prides, frigid hearts and bilious
souls fashion the drama worked out by

Lois Wilson, Richard Dix, Helen
Dubois, Edna May Oliver, Vera Rey-
nolds, Alice Chapin, John  Daly

Murphy and others of the excellent
cast.

Dix is a young soldier just back from
France, recoiling against the flinty,
colorless existence of his home folk.
He wants_to hear laughter. To see
girls with lace at the throat. Wants
light banter instead of mean bicker-
ing. His mother, Alice Chapin, stern

LOIS WILSON.

head of the “Jordan” family, typifies
everything against which he rebels.

The drear landscape, against which
the picture builds, §s no more ice-
bound than “Mrs. Jordan” against her
last born, when he accidentally sets
fire to a neighbor’s barn and faces jail.
Faces jail to the jealous delight of his
brother and sisters ‘and all save Lois
Wilson, family friends, from whom he
winnows a timid love,

De Mille emphasizes his lonest char-
acter explorations in “Icebound” by
the family death watch as “Mrs.
Jordan” is expiring. With daring
cynicism he converts this circumstance
to high comedy. Death has a perverse
tendency to bring to irreverent climax
smoldering family squabbles.

Alice Chapin etches a memorable
figure of harsh maternity in “Mrs.
Jordan” Women of that type have
bred soldiers, statesmen, college presi-
dents and canny business men—but
seldom romantic lovers.

Richard Dix takes his cue from her
characterization - to play his logical,
restrained and slowly awakened lover,
minus all heroics.

Lois Wilson shades her exacting role
with fine understanding, creating the
only thawing figure in an icebound

group.

BROWNIES HAVE

- SPEGIAL WORK

Training by Brown  Owi
Leads to Success in
Guides’ Work.

This would seem an opportune time
to point out the difference between the
Biownie and the Guide, says the Van-
couver Province. Is the Brownie a
Jjunior Girl Guide? Baden-Powell says
CGNO 1,’
girl, whose slowness, by the way, s
generally accompanied by tenacity in
retaining impressions? Again, most
emphatigally, “No.” The classification
is purely a psychological one; and any
such erroneous ideas of Brownie fun-
damentals should—for the sake of the
movement—be eradicated.

The Brown Owl whe is sure of her
ground knows that it is her inestim-
able privilege to be allowed to set the
“corner-stone of the building.” The
Brownies are not Guides—the Guides a
supplement to the Brownies. Without
the Guides to fall back on, the
Brownies would have to disorganize at

the age of 11 years, when the psycho: '

logical difference of their age precludes
them from the benefits to be derived
from the Brownie stage; consequently
they would lose the incentive which
all we mortals need to keep our ideals
bright and untarnished.

From Brownle to Guide.

Now, while an ordinary company
captain would possibly make an indif-
ferent Brown Owl, and a Brown Owl
would probably make an utter failure
of the Guides, a good Brownie is bound
to make a splendid Guide. The ex-
planation is simple. For, whereas the
guider may be enthused with one of
the other phase of the movement, and
would have to change her methods and
in all probability her personality to

.change from one sphere into the other,

Is she the so-called “stupid” |

£

foundation of the Guide structure has
been laid—well or ill—but the build-
ing could not go on without the new
channel for development.

And so the Brownie has become a
Guide—a new sphere of usefulness has
been opened up for her, and she is
ready and eager to enter upon it.
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GALLHCURC! RIDES
MILES ON FLAT CAR

Automobile With Her and
Party Aboard Stuck
in Mud.

Birmingham, Ala., March 27—Opera
singers don’t usually ride around on
flat cars, but Galli-Curci did when she
and her party got stuck in the mud in
an automobile trip from Montgomery,
Ala., to Meridian, Miss. The mud-
puddle which finally halted the party
was ten miles from Demopolis, Ala. As
it was necessary for the prima-donna
to meet an engagement in Meridian,'
she and her party rode on into the sta-
tion on’a flat car of the first freight,
train that came in sight. |

|

{ Police Constable Young reports that
| yesterday afternoon .an automobile|
|owned by H. M. Dixon, 181 Paradise;
[row, ran over and broke a wheel of a
{bicycle owned by Harry Andrews, a |
Western Union messenger boy who had
left his wheel resting at the accustomed
place on the street curb in front of the
building at the corner of King and

Prince William streets.

John Murray Anderson, the&tricall
producer, sailed Saturday by the Olym-
pic to produce an American revue in
London. Also sailing were Ula Sharon,
dancer, of the “Greenwich Village Fol-
lies,”” and Queenie Robinson, late of
Charlot’s Revue, both of whom will be
featured in the new production.

DEGIOES FOR RO
[EAGUEAN LB,

inite—St., Peter’s An-
nounce No T

Allce Lake,
at Los Angeles that she Is engaged
to Robert WIlllam, New York actor.
But she won’t tell when the cere-

mony will take place.
the wedding Is understood, however,
to be near. *

A severe attack of influensa has
forced George Fitzmaurice to stop
work on “Cytherea,” which is being
produced by Samuel Goldwyn. Upon
advice of his physician Mr. Fitzmaurice
will be conflned to bed for several
days. - Inasmuch as the production of
“Cytherea” is almost completed, work
will not be held up, as the technical
staff and assistant will complete the
shooting of the inserts and minor
scenes will be taken in which princi-
pals do not appear.

Sydney Chaplin Has
Injured His Foot

I

Sydney Chaplin is confined to his
bed with aninjured foot caused by the
falling of a ladder in a mock Romeo
and Juliet scene he was enacting with
Colleen Moore in “The Perfect Flap-
per” for First National. The injury is
not a serious one, and Chaplin is ex-
pected to resume work within a few
days.

CARROLLEZAPLAYERS

ATINEES- YURE THURS, SAT-@Js___ EVENINGS
ALL THIS WEEK

A Laugh, A Scream, A
Howl.
* That Well-Known Farce

“WHAT’S YOUR
HUSBAND
DOING?”

: FEATURING

movle star, admits

The date of

LouiSe Fazenda is to be starred in a |

VIRGINIA ODEON
Husbands and Wives especially

COMEDIENNE BUSY

There will be no St. Peter’s baseball
team this year, according to a definite

Jack White comedy. This is Miss|
Fazenda’s first appearance in short |

should see this comedy.

comedies since she made “Pest of tht

in the way of support for the leagud.

| sented to this arrangement and until

by the management. ,
At a meeting of those interested in

announceinent given out this morning |Storm Country”

early in 1928 réleases.

Next Week—‘‘Madam X"

and “Cold Chills,”

e

the formation of a Class D. League,
held last evening in the G. W. V. A.
hall, three teams signified their will-
ingness to enter, namely, Fredericton,
Mgncton and the G. W. V. A. of this
city. W. E. Vaughan was present as
a representative of Fredericton, J. H.
Swetman representing Moncton, J. V.
Shea representing the G. W. V. A,, and
G. McGovern representing St. Peter’s.
Mr. McGovern expressed doubt if St.
Peter’s would enter the league. The
other representatives said they were
ready to proceed with organization.

A report was received and consid-
ered from Miltown and St. Stephen
that these places were desirous of en-
tering a combined-team.

After discdssion, it was finally de-
cided that a meeting be called at St.
Stephen for Wednesday, April 2, to as-
certain with definiteness what could be
expected from these two border towns

~

and Messrs. Vaughan and Joe Page,
president of the FEastern Canada
League, were asked to attend this meet-
ing and report back to a final meeting
to be held in St. John on Friday, April
4. Mr. McKnight and@ Mr. Page as-

this report is received final organiza-
tion of the league and the drawing up
of a schedule will be postponed. l

Mr. Vaughan presided at last night’s |
conference and A. I. Machum acted as
secretary. J. V. Shea represented the
War Vets.

Madame Olga fetrova is planning to

‘e has mothing to change | Heading the musical contingent sall- imake a motion picture of her play: .
'trl“:e Ezzrmllec?ollt?on occgurring at tgis Ing by the Olympic last Saturday was |“Hurricane,” in which she is now play- 5. Overturo—“Fmﬁ:PsmCm’rIn{ o o Mendelssohin
age requires a new line of activities, | Mme. Marie Jeritza, leading soprang|ing at the Frolic Theatre in New York. L hP‘-El : eatsre = ncert Orchestra. -
Her ideals remain the same, but her | 3 the Metropolitan Opera Company,| Madame Petrova wrote the.play and 2. Bariton o the vmlr‘x,f lgarl Koff ..................... agner
outlook has changed with her physical | who, with her husband, Baron Leopold she will use her own money for the Ak r. 57 t. 3 0
and mental change; and from the Popper, i1s en route to her home in|film version playing the leading role 3, Duet for Violins— rmau;;aux dM.L Hcri .......... urgme!
B ic has emerged a Guide. The Austria. herself. Messrs. B, older an I rrison.
. 6 4, Baritone—“Calm as the Night” ...............0.... vsisess s Bohm
= T e T = R M, Karl Kofft.
m 5, Selection—“Sylvia Dagetd” ... v is i oo Fletcher
Imperial Theatre Concert Orchestra.
6. Jazzmania—“Take, O Take Those Lips Away? . ...c.00. . Tumey

QUEEN SQUASE [

Today, Friday and Saturday

The most powerful story ever '
provided for the young
prince of the screen.

Jackie’s Greatest Triumph - it

Conway Tearle, Corinne Griffith, Elliott Dexter, Bryant

Concert Tonight—s.ls to 9.00

'IMPERIAL THEATRE TODAY

Washburn and others
IN ROBERT W. CHAMBERS’ FERVID STORY

“THE GOMMON LAW”

OBERT W. CHAMBERS’ UNABASHED UNMASK-
ING of love affairs in exclusive circles, as read by
hundreds of thousands of people for years, comes again
to the screen in dignified and most elaborate living photo-
graphs. The posing party of players is of the most nota-
ble and in their capable personalities Mr. Chambers’ mas-
terpiece receives intelligent and forceful portrayal. The
fiction—which is really not fiction, as far as that goes—
tells a tale too often heard in proper circles but more often
with a sinister ending.

Made Great Impression ,Yestc;rday

CONCERT (Between Shows) TONIGHT
IMPERIAL’S CONCERT ORCHESTRA
Alfred E. Jones, Conductor

 Assisted by
MR. KARL KOFFT, DUTCH BARITONE

Imperial Theatre Concert Orchestra.
Second Show Immediately After Concert.

FRIDAY-SATURDAY

Paramount Special |
«THE CALL OF THE CANYON”

Serial and Comedy

u E.IIJ?;LU :

=N

A Wonderful
Spectal for
The Week-end,

“Savage” Toolas, the grappler who |
takes so much delight in bending iron
bars just to show his strength that he
and metal fences are poor combina- |
tions, is slated to tie bowknots in Nick
Bosines in the opener match. ‘ :

In another bout Jack Albright wil]‘i BI
try a few of his thousand holds on| g
John Kilonis, the original, once of
Manchester, N. H. John boasts that
he can start more ructions in two min |
utes or less than any other matman in |
the country.

The feature will bring out Taramas- |

including
chi and Xotsonaros In a return con- |

ple,

test. They are two of the cleverestt

wrestlers for their weight in the coun- | Lynch.

try and their two-fall match will be) —
watched with interest.

Charles Marshall Presents

Tommy Anderson’s

Beauty Revue

With a Star Cast of 20 Peo-

Jerry Mec-

|| Auliffe, Ted Steele and Tom

tion picture presenting the boy that is loved by millions in his most amazing characteriza-

DON'T MISS IT.

tion.

PRICES—Afternoon 2.30, 10c and 20c; Night 7 and 8.45, 35c.

000G
Live the King

Pathos, comedy and tense drama cleverly woven into a wonderfully entertaining mo-

A Hard
Riding Story
of Action and
Romance,

CARL LAEMMI ¢

"THE
- RED
WARNIN

srone JACK

i\

| this direction,

' OF C. BADMINTON:

TOURNAMENT ENDS

Alfred Kane and Bernard
Ryan are Victors After
Interesting Series.

Playing a game that wonld have done
credit to much more seasoned players,
Bernard Ryan and Alfred Kane won
their way through the semi-finals and
finals of the doubles badminton tourna-
ment in the Knights of
courtg last evening and emerged v.ctors

the Knights have been in the game for
only a few weeks, they have discov-
ered some fine material amongst their
membership and the present indications

some players of championship calibre.

The final rubber of the tournament
was & hum-dinger, the third game be-
ing necessary to finally decide the
issue. Messrs. Ryan and Kane were
pitted against W. A. Maher and J. J.
Jennings, who had alseé won their way
through the semi-finals. The first game
went to Kane and Ryan after being
fairly even until near the end. Their
opponents rallied about the middle of
the jsecond game after the champions
had gained a considerable margin in
the scoring and won out by a close
majority. ;

The third and final game found both
teams in fighting fettle, but the Kane-
Ryan combination outplayed their op-

although there were some exciting
periods in the contest.

The results of the games last night
were as follows:

Semi-Finals,

defeated George Gallagher and Chas.
Meredith. E

W. A. Maher and J. J. Jennings de-
feated Bernard McCarthy and George
Murphy.

Alfred Kane and Bernard Ryan de-

Cann,
E. J. Wall and W. J. Power defeated
J. L. Sugrue and C. P. Grannan,

Grand Semi-Final,

Kane and B. Ryan defeated Gosnell
and W. M. Ryan. .

Maher and Jennings defeated Wall
and Power.

Final,

Kane and B. Ryan defeated Maher
and Jennings.

A large number of the members

the excitement at times ran high:
Plans are already underway for an-
other tournament, which will likely
see more teams in action than in the
first, when twenty couples started.

BREEDING OF WORMS

BRITISHERS LIVING

" Cigars Provide Odd
Occupations,

followed by those in pursuit of daily
bread, writes “E. B.” in the “London
Daily Mail.”

Perhaps the most extraordinary is
the breeding of worms for anglers.
There are several “wormeries” in Not-
tinghamshire, and the wriggly bait is
reared with as much care and attention
as is lavished on many pampered pets
of animal lovers.

Then ehere is the “butt-ender,” to
be seen any day in the city, his eyes
darting hither and thither as he
searches the pavement or roadway for
cigar stubs or cigarette ends. In the

lodging houses, where it finds a ready
sale. Others make their livin
ing the sweepings from underground
stations and similar localities. The
tobacco collected is sold for a few cop-
pers to manufacturers of insect killer.

Walking stick farms form profitable
industries in several cases. Straight
sticks take about four years to mature,
but those with handles need rather
longer time before they are ready to
cut, as the first growth is trained
along the ground before the sapling is
allowed to shot up vertically.

An echo from the dim past comes
from Brandon. More than two thous-
and years ago our primitive forefathers
discovered the suitability of the local
flint for warlike and agricultural imple-
ments, and the little Suffelk town ve-
came famous for its arrow heads, its
axes and its plows.

Brandon was in those faroff days the
Birmingham of the ancient Briton:.
Today it has fallen from its high
estate and now the seat of England’s
oldest industry turns out only a few
tinder boxes and flints shaped for build-
ing and decorative purposes.

The mere mention of the quill pen
brings to mind the dignified and stately

minuet and courtly grace.

In its original state the goose quill
is tough, pliable and full of pith. It is
softened by insertion in clay and then
goes through the process technically
known as “dutching” This means be-
Ing held for a few moments in a glow-
ing coal fire and pressed on a hot iron
plate. Held once more in the fire, the
quill springs to its normal shape, and
after polishing is ready to be cut.

Within recent years much has been
done toward the recovery of waste pro-
ducts, and chemistry is man’s ally in

soapsuds, which formerly ran to waste.

A UNIVERSAL PICTURE

Also—A Fast Stepping”
Two Reel
COMEDY.

Episode 9
“SPEED”
Filled With Action.

Mixed with lime the suds hecome
solid, and after conversion into bricks
they are dried and heated in gas re-
torts, subsequently yielding a gas of
exceptional i{lluminating power.

t Use the Want Ad. Way‘;

are that they are likely to produce

ponents and thelr victory was easy,

W. M. Ryan and Dr. J. B. Gosnell

feated Fred Condon and Edw. Mec-*

watched the games with interc:t anu

L

ot

~

o

Columbus "

of a most interesting series. Although

FOR ANGLERS GIVES

Butt Ends of Cigarettes and

There are many unusual businesses

evening he offers the tobacco in chegp -

by sift--

world of a bygone day; romance, the -

One of the most re- :
markable instances is the saving of




