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the pitch lake ot Trinidad, and from it extracted a burn­
ing oil for lamps. After vards he extracted an illumina­
ting oil from coal and other bituminous substances, and 
in 1854 patented i< under the name of Kerosene in the 
United States. This invention laid the foundation in 
America of a large industry, leading to the use of petro­
leum for illuminating purposes and to the enormous 
petroleum industry as it now exists.*

At the time Dr. Gesner began the manufacture of 
Kerosene at New York, camphene—a mixture of alcohol 
and spirits of turpentine and whale oil - and certain 
vegetable oils, were with tallow and spermaceti candles 
used for affording light as well as gas.

In the manufacture of oil from coal and bituminous 
matter, a waxy substance called paraffin was produced in 
considerable quantity, and in naming the new oil it was 
thought best to call it “ wax oil ” from the Greek words 
keros “ wax,” and ’eloior “oil.” 
was f,r8t proposed and afterwards shortened to “Kerosene” 
to distinguish oils of this kind , and under that name 
patented.
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Even with the best skill at command the first 
kerosene, or coal oil, as it was also called, had when 
prepared for market, very considerable odor. The kero­
sene oil works on Newton Creek, dee]
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Penny Bridge,near
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United States Patent Office.
Washington, D. C, June 4, 1896.
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Mb. Percy G. Hall, Secretary of N. H. S. of N. B
H fti^MWSat patents Nos.

keroseneollMininK’andKerosene®Gusto®, of Wmiamsburg!'®! Y^fo^maZfacturirg

GEO L. MORTON, Chief Clerk. 
Per W. W. H.
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